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(•\\i)\<i:  W\i;r:  stood  on    [W  vcrand;.   enjoying 
!'•  M„>,.  of  II,,, Mm, I  u-,„-I<.      II  \v;is  11, r  li,-.|  nioniii.JJ 

'iK'nlli.  iImI  !,;,<!  o-ivcn  |„.i  U-Umr  to  >t;,ii<l  in  ||,r 
^nii  will,  |„.r  .inns  lol.JcW.  a.i,i  all  li-r  square,  stmn- 
fi^iiic.    niaxcl    a,-aiii>|    ;,    piU;,,-.    .sl,„w,.,|    j„.r   satis'^ 
';"■''""     '"     "'"•    'iio..,r„|.      CmWa.v's    .slow,    cIom- 
'mM"«I  hiiII..  ciirlr.l  „,,  ;,t   |I„.  corners,  aii.l  lu>r  lilll,- 
'"•";wi  .y, ..  look  the  same  eiirl  when  she  was  pleased. 
^ixiim-  II. .•  hai.ly.  l.oyi>|,  |ae,.  ;,n  inif)ersonal  sort  of 
'•'""•'"•••'  I'n.iniM-oi',i,r„o,|  lellow.sliipandora  massive. 
■^''"..>!   ;,„  inirnoraj.  lolrranee.     B„|    IV.r  lliis  niellow 
•I'l^ilily.    -iie    showc.l    II, e   undate.l    youtlifulne>s   of 
'"""'  -"'I  ^n>^ly  dial  llie  modern  woman  of  forty  lias 
-'   -mid.  Illy   an. I   ivinarkahly   aeqnirv.l.     Candaee's 
'""'!"•'•  -I'  !'<■••  a-.",  j.a.l  worn  e  ,[,>  an<I  considere.l 
''   '"<"■••  ,^ra..  fnl  an.l  fit  tin-  not  to  <lress  in  the  im- 
""■•ii'i!<tn>lii..n.     Il.rdan.^liler.  trimly  sliirtwaisfr.l. 
^^li''   i'nv."  oood  inches  of  dayli-hf   al.ove  her  man- 
>ii-!i  Oxfonis,  could  still  be  seriuu.dy  ref.-rred  to  as 
a  Lrirl. 

""•    "'''    i'annl„,us,.    .h„,d    on    a    -ivat.    ronn.led 
'^""'*  "*■  '^""1   "'^'f    llnusl    ii    u,-ll   nj.  into  a  skv  of 
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noMc  hrcadt  li.  Il  \vii> -.ky  llial  ttiic -aw  IIktc  ht-forr 
anyl  liiiit^  cUc.  va>ly  (Iccp- ol'  (■l()U(l-l)ilI()\V('(l  >ky,  an 
azure  itiiiii<'ii>ity  that  ()\  cru  liclincd  llic  little  worM 
<>!'  l'anll-^  ami  \v(»(j(ls.  rcduciii'^'  il  to  a  pcMtk'  Iviiit; 
under  a  luiylity  paliu.  Clear  j^^reen  meadow  nilied 
a\va\  Irom  tlie  li()u>e  iudelinitely  in  front.  l)ut  on  the 
sides  and  hack  il  hroke  aii'aiu>t  jultin<,'  cajx-.s  and 
i-lau(U  ol'  compact  woodland.  Well  down  the 
-^lope->.  Tour  pine  .>hack->,  rouuli  hut  charming;,  each 
with  a  liiiili  window  to  the  north  to  explain  it>  call- 
iniT,  hi<l  Irom  (imc  another  heliind  >liouhK'rs  and 
curves  of  hill:  to  the  ea>t,  where  Ihe  tangled  >umacli 
mer^'ed  into  the  woods,  another  root"  mii^dit  he  made 
out.  and  from  the  dcc|)er  growth  to  the  wc>t  came 
Ihe  faint  notes  of  a  piano,  implyiu;^^  a  sixth  cahin. 
In  this  hidden  retreat  a  tlienu'  was  I)cin^  tried.  o\er 
and  over,  with  mimili-  \arialions.  IVesenlly  the 
experinientin<:  fin<fers  found  what  they  wanted,  ami 
the  strain,  after  many  re{)etitioiis.  rij)pled  into  joy- 
ous certainty  and  ended  in  a  triumphant  chord, 
A  few  moments  later  a  youn<;  man  came  out  into  the 
open,  ("andace's  smile  deepened  as  she  watched  his 
approach.  Dana  Malon.e,  like  lii.s  cabin,  was  part  of 
her  work. 

'I'here  were  broad  streaks  of  gray  In  his  heavy 
hlaek  hair:  his  eyes,  deep  >et  and  darkly  earnest, 
seemed  to  ha\-e  looked  on  many  lhin<;s,  and  the 
irre"ular.  cleft  chin  had  Ihe  thrust  of  one  who  had 
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n(T(],'(l  Jill  Ills  <lc!crinin;ilioii:  ;m<l  \v[  iic  u-.i>  ;i  I.ov. 
S.)mo  uia^nc  pivscrv.itiv.-  (Iir  Wc.l  In  !n\  hi,.,,,!,  ur 
tli('slrc;.k()f^'ciiiii>  I,-,. I  kr[)|  ln\.>|,irit  ;.l  iiinclrn, 
\vliil(>  his  yoars  uciv  at  I  wciity-iiiric.  Uc  carried 
.III  air  of  misinil)i)C(|  n^ood  will.  siiir^r,.^|;v,.  ,,r  frank, 
n.  w  civili/alioiis.  and  his  ..pccch  c;,!,),-  t uiiil.Iiiit:  <>iil 
<"i  ;i  iiolc  of  cxciU'd  (h'>cov.Ty  llie  inonifiit  A  could 
l>i'  heard. 

"■^<•1I  can  always  (h)  i|  if  y,,n  want  !(.:"  h,.  d,- 
♦larcd.  "It's  only  a  matter  ol"  wanting'  to  rnon.uli 
•md  .^i/fing.  I  Irll  yon.  Candy,  il^  yon  >it  faithl'Mlly. 
.von  can  ,h,  anything,'  on  earth."  He  dropped  d<,w„ 
""  llic  >te[)  with  a  >hVlil  ^r;,^,,  f.^p  I.reath. 

"I've  K<>l  ii  pupil  who  has  l,,-,'!)  sitting  for  thirty 
years,  and  she  can't  paint  y<'f."  said  Car-dace. 

"Oh.  well,  if  slie  hasn't  irof  if  in  her  that's 
•liiJVrcnt.  Hut  if  it's  there,  I  n.<-;;n.  This  ^r,,iM,- 
n.iiiid  waiting,'  for  it  to  come  to  yon  is  all  noiiscnx" 
^■'Ml  nni>t  sit  it  ont.  That's  the  way  yon  train  ii  (u 
eni„e.  hy  jinks!  It's  the  way  T  do,  anyway."  He 
l<"'ke(l  oil'  ,,vcr  the  rollin-  land,  then  stretche.l  hi> 
Ion-  arms  above  his  head.  "I'm  .so  happy,  I'm  m) 
li;ippy-"   lie  chanted. 

She  smiled  her  nnderstandinir.  "Life  ha>n"l 
>F)oi!ed  u^  very  nnich,  has  it?"  she  observed. 

He  answ(Ted  with  an  emphatic.  "\o|  so  that  yc.ii 
woiijd  notice  it  ;'•  then  reconsidered.  "  I  don't  know. 
I've  _irot  a  «:ood  deal." 
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"lll>i(|i'     Villi.""     -lie     ;i-~(tllri|.        ■■  I     !)i||i\r     |      ;ini 

(oiiiiiii:    l(»    llir   ;ij-M'    when    I    like   ;i    lilllc   >()iiifl  liiii;^' 
tMll^idc.   iii\  >rlt'." 

.\n;iiti  li<'lMir>l  iiilo  >()iit:.  cliatil  iim  nil  a  lii^li  l<iy: 
"I  !:,i\f  (•>(ai)('(l  lilt'  >iili\va>  .  I  am  done  willi  tin- 
clcxalcd.  I  liaM'  liilU  ami  lirld-,  .iiid  a  urc;,!  >ky  o\if 
;i'!.  and  a  |)i-a-m)  I'rai-cil  l>\-  Thy  Name!" 
'I'hr  >()h'mii  iii\  (ical  ion  \\a>  roHoucd  liy  a  -houl,  i'\i- 
dnilly  a  m'cr>>ily  l(»  hi^  (hiiiucroii-I.N-  (\|)aiidf(|  lic;irl . 

"^(»l^I■(■  a  (|iic(i' child,  Dana.""  She  \va^  hmkim,' 
down  al  him  with  ncxcr-t'iidiiiu  alml■^(•lll(■Ill  al  llif 
(•oiilra>l  l)cl  wcri'  hi>  ^imph'.  I)()yi«.ji  pcrsonalil  v  and 
Ihc  dclicalc  .snl>ih'i>  <tl  lii^  limbic.  "I  (Imu'I  iimicr- 
vlainl  \(iiir  lah'iil;  I  am  not  .suit  yuii  lia\c  a  ri^hl 
lo  il."' 

"Il'>    California."    he    explained    ^Tavelx-.      ""She 
|)ul.s  a  uil't  into  your  cradle  a.s  a  mailer  of  coiir.-'O 
lo\(l\-.  \)\<^.  Itrown  Ihini;!"'      111^  ru,i:y<'d  lace  luriied 
linnyrily    loward    Hie    \\e>l.      *"()h,    Tm    honie-^ick: 
I  waid  lo  yo  hack     -  doiTl  yon?" 

'"  (  alit'ornians  are  alway.s  li()me,>ick'/'  her  lone  was 
clieerrnlly  practical.  "I  want  to  make  thi>  .-eliool  a 
success  now.    The  fir.st  pupil  comes  ihi-;  afleriH-oii."' 

""('an  she  paint?"  wiliioul   much  iidere>t. 

Candace  consi(h'rt"(k  "  U' she  weren't  ten  t.;('nera- 
tion-  or  ■>(>  ol'  .slrai.i^hl  \ew  Kni^dand  she  niiijhl:  .-he 
lia>  lalenl  of  a  >ort  .-he  se<'s.  Hut  sln"  can't  let  u'o. 
She".'-  loo  careful.  .>ome  wa\-.  ever  to  L^et   ver,\-  far." 
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"lUil   wh.il   will  III,.  [„„,r  -ill  .!,.:■'••  h,.  ;i>kv(l  uor- 

nV«ll\ .       Siir    l;ili;:lic.|    ;i|    liim. 

■■I.iicy  ('iiy|,.r  wntTl  >\:\r\c,"  .1m-  ..hM  ,|,-i|\-. 
■"She  i>irt  ciilirclx-  <!•  p.iiflcnl  ..n  I,,-,-  p.iini  in^.'" 

*''lli;il>     ><»:     people     lirre     .|(.     |i;i\,.     iliC(  .riles."     lie 

•  I'linille.l.  •■I'll,  ;i|',v;,y>  roryetliii^  it.  \.,  on,-  ;,! 
Ii"iiic  .  \(r  seemed  l(>  have  a  ceiil  -  except  (lie  niil- 
lii'iiaires,  (»t'  course." 

■"I^iil  tliry  all  liad  IkkI  it  Iweiily  years  hej'ore." 
-lie  reminded  liim.  '•!(  is  our  fine,  freediaiide.l, 
d,imn-llie-e\[)eiise  alliliid.'  that  lias  done  for  us.  my 
li'.y.      A   lit  lie   New   Kn-laud  carefuJM«vss " 

■■\\T:""  lie  l)ur^!  in.      "Xol  much.      Money  nieaii- 

'"Don't   you  fin<l  penury  rather  ii^dy.  loo?" 
I);itia     i-nored     that.       "I've    seen     rellows    who 
|';aled  will!  a  dollar  as  they  would  with  a  tooth."  h.- 
declaimed.      "Fellows  who  always  let   the  other  per- 
-<ni  pay,  (h)n't  you  know.^  and  who  lie  awake  ni^dits 
i'  Hiiy  think  I  hey  hav<'  heeii  ()Verchar<,'cd  (en  cents. 
I  .im  poor  eiiou.L;h,  (iod  knc.ws,   hui    I  would  chuck 
httv  dollars  in  the  -gutter  hei'ore  I'd  ha.^ule  over  it!" 
■ '^oii    are   a    survival,    Dana."   she   deridecl    him. 
■  •^ou  I.elonn'  (o  tin.  ^\.^y^  ^vlien  they  threw   down  a 
I '.i~' of -old  (hist  topav  for  a  drink,  and  no  <,'cntlcinan 
\\ould   stoop   to  take  chani,'e." 

\\ell.  that    is  hetter  than  connliui,'  your  nickels, 
i  '    I'i  .\on.   Candy,  money  meanness   is  a   l)i<f.  Mack 
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^iii.  It  (;iii  iiKikf  |ni(|)|i  iju  iiioic  cnifl,  ii^ly  lliiii;,'^ 
I  li.'iii  ;iiiv  \  icr  I   kiiMW  ."' 

'■()|i,  ii(iii-iii>i-.  I  coiilil  ^liuu  VDii  (|(li;^'litl'iil 
|)r(i|>lc  win*  will  ^ivc  ;iii\  I  liln;,'  exec;)!  luoiicy.  It's 
nil   i(li()>yii('f;i.sy,  no!  ;i  \  ici'."" 

IIi>  licinNliakf  \va>  \ioliiil.  "Doirt  ;,'o  hack  oil 
yoiif  Wotcrii  IiKkxI,  (  amly." 

'"One  >larl>  ('111  like  llial,"  >li("  a(linillc(i :  "hul 
—  I   (lon't    know.     M()iii>\    iiioiM'V." 

'■'riicii  why  <l(i  you  ^priid  a  lariri'  pari  of  y(»ur>  on 

ol  ll(  T  people?  "' 

She  laiiirhtMl.  "  liad  hahil.  I  cairt  ^eeiii  lo  l)c- 
li<\c  my  own  experience."      Dana  t'rowiieij. 

"Whal's  the  seiix-  dl'  always  talkiii;^'  hke  a  i)iral(' 
when  you  always  ;;(t  like  a  "guardian  aui^'el?  Il 
doesn't  fool  any  one."' 

"'riieii  wliere's  the  harm?"  >lie  a>kfil. 

"The  trouhle  with  you,  (  aiidy,"  he  l)t'.i,Mn  with 
the  a>>ura!ice  of  ohl  acfjuaiiitancc,  l)ul  .^he  cut  in 
with    a    ^ood    humoured, 

"The  IrouUlc  wilh  yctu.  Dana  Maloiic.  is  that  you 
liaveu'l  found  yourxlf  ou!."  She  .stretched  her 
tired  arms,  then  let  llicm  droj),  and  turned  to  the 
open  door  behind  tlu'Ui.  "Come  and  see  how  nice 
the  hou-e  h)ok>.      F.verfhinjj;  is  ready." 

Caiidact-  liad  scooped  out  the  fir-t  floor  of  the 
farmhouse  like  a  hallowe'en  ])umpkiii.  The  oU\ 
entry,  parlour  and  >illiu^-room  were  now  one  long, 
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;:.  iicroii^  iipaitiiKiil.   l.n);i(|>i,|r  [,,  (lir   m)iiI!i,   uhil,. 

kilrli.li.     I.llltrrv.    .111.1     hot     l)r.|(!i.iiiilM  r     li;,,|     Ih,|, 

turn.-. I  iiilo  .111  ((imilly  Ion;,'  nMitii  In  lli.'  iiorlli.      'ri,,. 
Itll'i-  \v;i>  li.in-  I)iit    !'.)!•  <•.■|^(•^,  <;iiii|)  (li.iir^.  .hhI  ;, 

ill     pl.llfnnil.     I. Ill      I.)     Ill,,    ollirr    Ii;i.|     Im.|1     ;i.|.I,.| 

\-   liuiii.Iy  clijiriii   ((iiiipalililc   with    iu   ii>c>.      || 

<^AV<-    .-1     >llllliy     illlprf^M'oIl     of     hllll.TcilI,    y»  llou-     j.;,,] 

•  If.if     wliltc;     llicrr    \v;i>    ;i     M.licr    ;^'|c;ilii    of     pcwlrr. 

l!lf    l)lo||,|    sliilic    of    ,i,..p    willow    cll.lir^.    ;||i,|    ,.;,^,    ril^s 

l.iy  like  hliiirrd  r.iiiiltow  >  on  Ihf  l.rowii  door.  A 
ii.irrow  (iiiiiicr  l.ihlr  of  ,|;,rk  oak  niii  luilf  iN  Im^^'lli. 
:i!Hi  atciillsl  fli<-  uv.t  \v;ill  .(oo,)  ;,m  ;i-v.1  si(l,.|,o;,n| 
l.i'Icii  willi  cliin:!.  primitive  i)iil  richly  -:rccii:  Ih,. 
'-tli.TrlKl  \v;i>j,rivcii  up  lo  fireplace  and  l.ookdielves. 
Tlie  rooms  iip>f;iir>,  iiielii,jin<,'  I  lie  space  o\,r  Hie 
in  u  kilclien  -lioii.  had  i.eeii  mulliplied  inio  many 
HiialK  fre^h,  .vhitc  l)edroom>.  Daii.i  wa-  pro- 
I'-nndly  iiiipres>ed.  lie  was  always  a  satisfactory 
■  Hidieiice  for  achievements,  iiaviii-,'  an  endless  ca- 
iMeily  for  astonishment.  "  A'ell.  what  do  you  think 
"I  that:"  was  his  c-ouslaid  comment  as  Candac.' 
-Iicw^d  him  jier  various  devices  fur  iiealiicss,  space. 
;iiiij  charm. 

'■^^hy.  Nour  fortune's  made.  Von  can't  liel|)  it." 
lce.\cl;iiiii(>d,a.s  they  came  d(jwnstairsa,!.,Miti.  "I'lipiU 
will  fall  over  each  other  to  come.  \'oi!  will  jia\e  to 
-'M  on  more 

■'Hut  only  the  htiid  is  mine,  you  know,"  she  inter- 
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|il|)l'«|.  "'riKil  ;i|i(|  III.'  iilr;i.  My  .ilii^rl  li.ickcf 
Will)  I  l.ikr  iiili  Tol,  l)iil  I  nil  Mil  Id  p.iy  licj-  llic  priiici- 
|i,il   hiloH'  I  <!()  ,iiiy  iiiorc  liiiililiii^'.  Id   inc  tell  \uii.*' 

■'Ami  llir  cjliiii^  I'or  ii>  pour  (lc\  il<,  llial  \v;is 
yoiii-  i<|c;i.   l(Mi,   w  ;i>ii'l    il  'l  " 

<  aiKljicr  >tiiilr(|  >lircU(ll.\-.  "Tli.ilV  llif  u.iy  I 
L'lil  liir  iiilti-c>|t(l.  'rii.il  i>  llir  pliil;iiillir('|»y  p;irl. 
iloii'l  ytiii  ■>vk'1  My  siiiiiincr  ^cIkm)!  !•-  \\\A  an  iiici- 
(|inl  |i>    her." 

"Well,  (i()(l  lilt  >>  llif  old  lady  and  keep  licr  pros- 
piroiiN,  "  >aid  Dana  >oI<i!inl.\'.  A  lani^di  cscaixd 
(  '     idacc,  hnl  >\\v  di<l  nol  explain. 

All  lionirli  Ilic  luncli  uon^c  conld  ikiI  Itc  cxprctcd 
lor  halt'  an  lumr  yd  .  I  lie  ""  [xtor  <lr\  iK"  id'  I  lie  cahin-. 
w  ciT  alrcadx'  ctiiiiinu  liopcfnlly  hack  I'roni  wood  and 
field,  >oiiie  willi  eanva^i"-  and  (•aiiip--.t(i'.K  nndep 
llieir  arni^.  Seriou^  hnl  >l  rn;:.i;lin;;  lahiil  and  the 
ability  to  pay  a  niodesi  >iiin  j'or  hoard  were  the  only 
-laled  recjnireinent  >  I'or  ad:ni'>^ion  to  Sky  l"'arin;and 
adini>>ion  ineaiil  three  inonlh>'  riylit  to  a  delieion>. 
pine  cahin  ami  thi'  f'-eedoni  ot"  a  region  >till  hall"  wild 
and  rieh  in  heantw  II'  t  liei'e  were  other  re(|nire- 
nients.  ("aiidaee  did  nol  mention  them;  l>nt  a  iioliee- 
alile  >ol)riet>'  niarke(l  Ihe^e  (ir->t  tenants,  and  one 
ol'  them,  who  had  hron^hl  a  j)iim  and  >otnewlial 
liimury  lookinu  wife,  had  l»e(Mi  L;i\en  a  niai'ked  eon- 
(■e>>ion  in  hi-'  hoard  rate.  <  aiidace  realized  that, 
with  her  summer  sehoo!  open,  >he    wa>  approaching 


finlo;,Mi„,„m.l.r,  l.iil  >l,..  f,  I|  ;,„  nimix-.l  ;„;.■(,„.•„  y 
'"  llu-  Mlualicn  -.^p.vi^.llvuh,.,,  .!„.  nvirw.-.l  |„"r 
<"ll.iL'<r>.  !);,,.;.  Mal.Miru..,||„.,mk..tM.w|,o.sn-- 
^'|'>lr,|  cu.nl.ii^til.l,.  |„„,,..rlM  >.  .unl  >h,.  |,..„|  „„  nn\- 
-'^'"^'  •''"•"'  '"■'•  -''"lilv  lo  .l.-.il  will,  I, in,.  Tlu.  f..„.| 
"'ill  tlif.v  li.i.i  Ih.II,  l.,rn  l.on,  in  OAI.uhI  .m.,,,,..! 
I'»  ;,'ivc  l„T  .-,„  ,.|,|,.r-iM,.rly  .■.ull.„ril v,  au.l  i,i. 
-'-■•'-Ir,  ;,.  u.ll  as  hi.  lahnl.  u as  a,.iu-ali„^lv 
-•  iiiiiiic. 

Al  lli<-fir>l  cla-.^^ofllHinu,  f  riai.^rl,.  |,„„^,  „„  ,,,,. 
'""■'■''    ""•>■    •••"'"•    li'irrvinn    np    11,,.    ^r,,,,„    ,|„,„,^^ 
l>..!'iiry.  uill,  hi.  uif,\  ha„,|  i,.,.h  r  |,i.  ;,n„.  uv!l  i„ 
•"Iv.'iUT.      TUv  ^Irwj^U-   ua.  .n.h-,,-  lor   lUr.r   ( uo 
'"'■""•  l>'"'''<-'l'iah-(y.  llMTh,.iv..(h.|;c-arya,Hl  n.vs- 
l'i>.   of    l)alm.y\   clchi,,^.,    u.,.   ;,(    h,s|    |„.i„^r   ,li,. 
'■"v-n,l:l,„f  i(  ^y^i>ru,Uu<r\nohlrinv;nnlh\u^\,u\ 
"'"■'•      AIh,„|   Ihri,-  |,.,iir„(   „„,Mlh.  h,y  i„,.|ra(val,h. 
:.r.M,v,.>  (,f  \v(arin..>.   |hr  sh.„|.,\v  of   h,-,(    rhihhr,, 
l'"V    vvalkc.l    uilh    Ih.-i,-    hra.l.s    hr„|     louani    ra.h 
""'•■'••    '""    '''■-'    ""'    '^'IJ^-      Ii.-I.i.,.l    lh.„,.   .shvaM,in.r 
;""V(T>al..;n.   ra,„r   Pah,,,.,  J^h-U    h..-,-,   i.hn.n.i.iiT 
-in.lM»i,i,.,    a     l,i^r    .,..,v     „„„,.(;,<.h,.    ,su,",.|,ii,.r    ih,. 
'-",,.,1  n,.|,h-.,r>s  ,.r  hisch.vks.  (arryh.^r  hi^lhi,, 
-'•iMTtjvM.il  wilhai,  ,.a.yair..rhaxinu.|,„„.|,,  ;,  ,-„ 
'•""•'"".  urarin-a   I'ana.„a  of  hllr.,,  y.,,,.  I,.,!  a. 
"•"iKh   he  ha.l  eh.,.,.,,   il    in   ai'Isfofra!  ic  pnlVivncr 

";■'■'■  '^^■'•"'>'  "'■^^'  <""-•    Ai'i.w  hair  a  h-r,(i,„..  ,.r 

'  '■'"'  ''"'^"■•'  i"   '•n>iMcs..    F»ah,uT  Jack,  ha.l   >,„]- 
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*Uuh  rnicncj  „t,  ;,  rniddl,.  n^v  of  clmTful  Mica- 
a>  ;i  [);iinlcr.  ni>  lan(l>c;i[.,.s  ucrc  nol  of  ;(  liijr 
"'•<'"••  '»'ll  (iicy  iikkIc;,  -khv  apiM^.,1  I,.  1 1„>  roinaiil  i 
;"ul  (licyoiin-  ill  hrarl.  rroin  Hi,,  vrry  fir>l  pcopl 
li;"l  >l<.pp.-(l  I.,  look:  now  (|,(.y  were  aclually  Ix 
Kinniri<;-  lo  l)u\ . 

**IJu(  do  wv'  waiil  you  ciicoura.ircd? "'  CaiK'afv  Ink 
ol)j<clcd  wlicTi  lie  lu-i,'(d  adini»ioii.  "Wliy  a  hat 
Icrcd  old  uorldlliiu  "ik.-  yo.i  should  i)ainl  nooks  an( 
^M-ollos  and  diu-lrs,  I  don't  ,mv!  Vour  nature  al 
vvays  looks  as  if  i!  vnc  meant  lo  flirt  in.  In  anotlic; 
year  you'll  he  f)aiiii  ini;-  he.sj  .sellers." 

"Well,  for  (i.)d",s  .sake.  M  me  ^,,-1   .^  ^^^1,.^,.^.  „,^.,j 

li'is  year."  l,,-  had  persisted  with  his  .suhlerranear 
chuckjf. 

'"^oii  (.u-hl  to  ,;o  kilteiis  conn'n;.'  oul  of  slipper.^ 
:""l  lil"<-  ;^irl.s  oivin-  doll  tea-partie.s,"  Candacc 
l'a<l  firunihled.  hul  she  had  let  him  in.  Ludiam  was 
will.  hiui.  a  eomphuvnl  youn-  fellow  with  a  pointed 
l|l('iid  heard,  who  looked  out  from  under  his  eyelids 
lil<e  a  oirl  when  he  conversed,  an.i  u  ho  was  hecomino- 
known  as  a  painter  of  skie..  oreat.  hold,  sweepin,!? 
>kies  in  every  mood,  the  laud  heneath  heing  litlle 
"lore  (hau  a  purple  .shadow  or  a  watery  <,deani.     Near 

llH'.n,  yel  aparl.Adamovilch.  a  fra-ileyoun- Ru,.sian 
•frw.  followed  with  hen.  head.  Adaniovitch  had 
I"vn  forhiddea  his  violin  for  the  present.  l)ut  the 
c.il-ii.   iu   ihe  sumach   hu-hes  occasionally  found  its 
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voioo  an,!  crio.l  oul  i,,  ,„,,„,r-s  ..crHs  -  „„.  .,..,,.1 
-■■  n.ts  of  .voulh,  of  II,.  al,V,,,  of  II,,.  ,,,„,,„,,■,,,,  ,,,;,, 

•l.-k.     A  lam,.  ,i..o„ralorn.,rr„,nVii|i„j,, ,„„,,„,,,_ 

'•l".-'">onacn,lo!,af„.n,l„.,,.,,„,.p,..„,,l,.,l.     Will. 
'"^' was  also  forbi,l,l,.„  ,„  „.,„.|,.  |„„  1,.^  ,,,,1,,,,    .^_  .|^ 

:,"'-^'     """"-■"Is.  Kav  o„l   „„lv  a  ,.l,..,.rf„|   „.1„M1,. 

■''-  .ny  l"<k  ••  i„  I,,-,  vocahnlary.  „„.a,„  a  .,„.,.ial 
'■"""'  "f  *-"';"'  f'"-'""-  11-  "as  a„  aK,.|,.ss  liul,. 
'"an.  .som,.,vl,..r,.  1„.|„,.,.„  a   ,vi,l,.r,.,|   ,l,irlv  a„,l  ,, 

J:'-".I.' fifly,  a,,.l  Pal,.,.r  Jacks  <.h™,l,,.,l  a  ,l,,.ory 
■na,  l„s  l,.„„  was  un.i,..  .o„„.  „...s,„re  and  l,a,l  „o, 

■Ca.l!     «oul,l„-Ull„.f„„  ,„,„.,,,„  |,i,„^_,„,^^^, 

'""  "ak,.  up  to  wl.al  roll,.,,  |„,U„.\  nallv  sot  ■■  l„. 
''"''  "■^'•1""»«1  to  Can.la,...   II,..  (ir,|    ,„,,,;,        ..„;, 

';.',';:  ■""'.'  "';l'-.f"l""s>  H,a,  ,iniv,.s  strong  „,,„  to' 
'lilnk.     ^ouliav,.„ta,iy  l„.,.r,  hav,.  von-" 

"Now  look  iK.r..   I>al„„.r,  if  |„.  ,,„■;.,  ,„„  ,„  b,.„ 

'"  ';";■;■  '"'"^■^' »'""  "■"  ■'  i-  ••'i  u.-  <■..,!  of  tw,.iv„ 

•r.ll,a.,.tot..||you,",vil|,asiRl,.     ••Ifyo„,.o„l.l 

''^■r;'r^' '''"'*■■■"''"''■''■"■'■•■"'"-'--■".•  i..-.i 

"■ako!     He  dl,av,.  a  circulation  of  a, „illio„„,„|„ 

;;;;;;';';';:  ■" '™  "■'•'■'^-  "'■•»  j"^i  »hat  .i,c  pumi,. 

"illinff  ,lropp,.,|   i„|.,  i,i,  „,,„,  „.,.,^   ._ 
^I.u.cc  towanl  II,..  iou^  m,.,.|..|,  .,f  ..,„,„,.  ,,,|,|„' 
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"Scliool  opens  to-morrow,  dot  >iri  it,  Mi»  Ware?" 
lie  hri^an  happily . 

"It  docs."  ("aiidacf'^  lone  liad  a  ^food-liuiiioiirctl 
finality  hi'forc  which  Willing  looked  ingcnuonsly 
abashed. 

"In  oilier  words,  what's  that  to  us?"  interpreted 
Palmer  Jacks. 

"I  niif,dit  as  well  tell  you  now  about  meals," 
Candace  went  on,  itrnorini,'  him.  "^'ou  jx'oplt  will 
ha\e  to  l)i-eaki'a>i  and  lunch  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
later:  that  will  nive  u>  lime  to  have  the  school  meals 
over  and  cleared  away  hefori  \  .)n  come  up.  Diiuier 
will  he  at  the  usual  lime,  hul  the  ^nrls  will  want  the 
room  afterward,  so  I  can't  urge  you  to  linger  in  the 
excm'ngs.'' 

"I  am  sure  we  never  do.  We  always  go  .straight 
to  our  cahin,"  Mrs.  Dahney  hurriedly  i)ut  in. 
Rainier  -lacks's  eves  were  twinkling. 

".\ren't  we  to  see  these  liouris  at  all.'"  he  de- 
manded. 

"You  will  meet  tluMU  at  dinner."  Wi;t"  the  firm 
an>W('r.  "They  are  coming  here  for  hard  work,  and 
they  don't   want   interruptions." 

"(iadi  I  nev(T  worked  so  hard  I  wasn't  gla<l  to 
l)e  interrui^ted."  nuitteretl  Jackj. 

"I  don't  see  how  you  can  say  that,"  Dana 
■M.ilone  Itrc^ke  in,  "When  I'm  working  in  earnest, 
a   knock  on   the  door  feels  like  a  l)low  in  the  face." 
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l>a..a  l,a,l  not  l>o,.„  ,1,,...  ,w,.„,,v.f,„„  Uo,,rs.  huf 
..ln...ly  he  objected  to  Jacks  ,,s  o,Hy  ,l„.  .vo„n„  ,„„1 
.vverenfal  can  object  to  b,„,  who,,,  they  tern,  a 

•■  Al,.  r  pro'  ,;,ly  hav,.  not  your  secret  of  workir,,-  h, 
.-".St       I'ah,„.r  ret„r„e,l  ,vi,h  n.ischievous  h„„,i|. 

'■■,     '":."■;''',"'■''/"'''''■"'''''"'''»'■'■'■'■'"•'•""•  -■'! 

'■ '^  ''^"'  '"'"   '"'  it-     "I   was  a  sole,„„   vo„n„ 

■i"   n,yself  once,"   he  a,h„il,e.l   to  Ca„,h,ee, '  later 

'';".■'','''""" '">'«!' ""'I  l"''lli>c  all  ri«ht.     There's  a 

!.'"".l  job  for  your  u.issionary  iustiuels  this  s,„,„u,.r  - 

.She  shook  her  hea,l.     -He  .hx.sn't  nee,l  to  h,u«h 

>  H.  he  sperfectly  happy,"  .she  explained. 

r,.Ky  Cuyler  stepped  down  l>o,„  (he  train  with 
II-  liard-wo,,  ease  of  a  shy  person  „ho  has  been 
■  ■"  V  lorccl  ,nto  .social  respousibilily.  It  uas  evi- 
•I""    I'at  .seeing  her  trunk  ,„„  olf  an.l  fi„di„g  her 

-Kl- would  have  worricl  her  painfully  if  .she  had 
'"■    '•'-    I"  '';.  .«  so  often;  and,  even  a.s  it  was.  her 

-■"'l-U:  a  htlle  too  responsible  over  the  busi- 

--li.T  eyes  ,00  earnest.      .\  trunk  see„,ed  1 ra 

"«..rfearso„,e  weigh,.     She  had  an  air  of  sl.-aiue,! 
'"'-'•I's   as   11,..   slaliou    n,asler   receivcl    hers   inio 
'"•^'«„y  arms,  ,|i«laini„j,  ,,  i^,,,.,. 

■II  is  far  loo  heavy."  .she  ruunnnred.  will,  a  fain, 
;;-l'f"rl„s,.|lort.  He.s,niled,lownpat,.ruaIlvat 
''^"-'"-1  fae,..     tis  n,alu,e  gravity  was  an,us- 
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ingly  tomperecl  by  the  curves  of  childhood  that  still 
lingered  in  the  rounded  cheeks,  and  people  were  apt 
to  smile  at  it  when  it  was  most  responsible.  \  <'ry 
old  ladies  were  fond  of  telling  Lucy  that  she  was 
like  her  Great  Aunt  Betty,  whose  .spirit  had  left  an 
aroma  that  still  lingered  in  old  corners  of  her  native 
town.  She  had  the  .same  soft  colourings  —  blue  and 
brown  and  rose  —  as  the  portrait  in  the  Museum, 
but  was  saved  from  its  picture-bouk  prettiness  by 
the  look  of  race,  of  inherited  meaning,  that  tlit^ 
artist  had  thought  best  to  soften  in  Great  Aunt 
Betty's  thoughtful  brow  and  dignified  little  nose. 

"IIoI  That's  nothing."  The  man  gave  th.e 
trunk  an  extra  /l,  to  reassure  her.  "If  you're 
one  of  them  art  students,  she  told  Jim  Lee  to  have  a 
rig  here  for  you,"  he  adtled.  "That's  him,  with  the 
white  horse,     I'll  bring  this." 

Jim  Lee,  roused  from  contempl.ition  c.f  the  sky 
line,  looked  the  questioner  well  over  before  answer- 
ing that  the  fare  would  be  a  dollar  and  a  half.  Jim 
always  looked  a  stranger  over  before  answering,  and 
a  dollar  and  a  half  was  the  regular  rate;  but  his 
deliberation  suggested  a  calculated  extortion,  based 
on  appearances,  and  Lucy's  lips  straightened,  obliter- 
ating the  youthful  softness  of  the  moment  before 
and  bringing  out  a  faint  suggestion  of  her  Grand- 
father Cuyler.  Old  Adrian  Guyler,  by  his  shrewd- 
ness and   his  niinute  caution,   had  lifted  his  large 
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family  from  affluence  to  wealth,  but  money  was  not 
the  only  thing  that  he  had  handed  down  to  his 
descendants. 

'That  is  too  much."  said  Lucy,  timid  but  stern. 
'If  is  only  three  miles." 

-It'.,  uphill  all  the  way,  lady.  Can't  take  vou  for 
loss.  Then,  seeing  another  wagon  edging  up,  Jim 
relented  a  little.  "Tell  you  what."  he  confided;  "I 
won  t  charge  you  nothing  e.xtra  for  your  trunk." 

That  .sounded  reasonable,  and  Grandfather  Cuyler 
li^-vn.g  no  means  of  knowing  that  the  trunk  always 
uvnt  tor  nothing,  fdt  free  to  withdraw  his  influence 
loavmg  Lucy  to  climb  happily  into  the  back  seat  of 
tiu'   battered   surrey.     She   had   another   distressed 
moment  wondering  whether  she  should  fee  the  pater- 
nal  station   master,  and   watched   him   uneasily    a 
fnrtiye  quarter  in  her  hand,  as  he  swung  her  trunk 
'"to   JuM    Lee's   languid   grasp.     He   pau.sed   for   a 
remark  on  the  weather,  his  hand  resting  on  the  wheel 
<"    fr.endly   equality,    and,    seeing    by    his    straight 
American  glance  that  a  tip  would  be  offensiye,  she 
r.  >pon<i(.d  with  the  radiance  of  deep  relief.     Offer- 
"ig  gratuities   was  always  misery  to  her,  a  misery 
co.n,,ounded  of  a  subtle  shame  for  the  other  person 
^'n.l  a  great  dread  of  wounding.    And,  then,  a  quarter 
wa.  a  quarter!     She  dropped  it  into  her  purse  with 
unconscious  satisfaction  as  they  droye  off. 
The  diyided  influences  of  Lucy  Cuyler's  inheri- 
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lance  were  (juaintly  reflected  in  her  appearance. 
With  a  .suit  that  wa.s  the  perfectitm  of  taih)rir.f^,  a 
plain  serge  of  phitocratic  distinction,  .she  wore  a 
pK'asant,  flowered  hat  that  ;;ny  moth'st  shopgirl 
might  have  chosen.  Her  glove>  wtre  fresli  and  ex- 
•  ravagantly  delicate,  her  h'ltle  tan  ^hoes  sliahhy  and 
unpolished,  with  worn  heels,  wjiile  against  her  aris- 
tocratic pigskin  hag  leaned  a  not-(juife->ilk  utnhrella 
with  a  hunch  of  artificial  cherries  on  tin-  handle. 
lint,  if  her  belongings  were  undiscriminated,  her  love 
and  knowledge  of  natural  things  were  evidently 
strong  and  di.>cerning.  As  they  wound  up  the  great, 
l)roa(l-l)acke(l  green  hills,  >he  .sat  forward  in  her 
eagerness,  studying  every  gracious  curve  and  dip  of 
the  land  with  vivid  .satisfaction,  lifting  her  face  to 
the  sunny  odoiu's  of  the  fields  and  the  cool  breath  of 
the  woods.  Two  thirds  of  the  journey  had  been 
made  in  absorbed  happiness  when  her  glance  haj)- 
|)ened  to  fall  on  the  horse,  and  so  brought  her  joy 
to  an  end;  for  she  saw  that  he  wa.s  limping.  She 
bent  forward  for  a  better  look. 

"Your  horse  is  lame."  she  exclaimed,  troubled 
and  n'proachful. 

"Oh.  he's  just  kind  of  footsore,"  Jim  Lee  ex- 
I)lained,  as  though  that  made  it  all  right.  "Too 
much  road  work,  that's  all." 

"Couldn't  you  turn  him  out  for  a  rest?" 

"No,  lady;  not  at  this  time  of  year." 
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Slu'  u-.(clu.,j  [|u-uM  lVII„n  Irot  wincin^^lv  dour,  a 
^lopc,  tlun  aKwck  \hc  ncM  l.iJI  wi(|,  ...  j,.,.,,  ^i.,),  ,•„. 
flating  Lis  slattr.l  s.Mr..  Til  w.lk  i.p  Jjus/'  she 
^ai.i  s,„l<k,,Iy,  a.i<|  was  o.,  ll,r  ^vuuml  Uv(orv  the 
c-nrna-r  could  Ik-  >l..p,,cd.  '•(o.,ldM-(  yo.,  walk, 
("«'."■'  she  .-.(Idrd  diffidriilly. 

'•Wdl,  y„„  Mr.  il\  like  (hi.,  lady;-  Ji,,,  U'O. 
S"-aulrd  ,„  Ih\  (onuT,  hirucl  a  lan-uid  head  to  cx- 
pl"'..  -Voun.  likely  |„  nurl  an  auton.ol.ih.  any 
I".!.'  ....  lIiOM.  r.Md,s.     II,-  d...r(  mind  (hen.  if  vouVe 

'■'•"'•I'l  I   ilo  nodn'n-,'  at  all." 

Til-  >l»r|,-pi((.!H>d,   rulird   n.ad   did   not    su-rst 

•'•"l".'nt  motors.  I.ut  Lucy  was  too  jjolitc  to  >a7so 
""I  I'olloued  in  cloudci  silence.     The  unprot, -.sting' 
[•■""'"I  lu-nn-  of  the  a-ed  hcasf  wrun-  h.-r.     .^h,' 
;^«'nld  -ladly  have  carri.-d  hrr  trunk  to  .-as,-  his  Juad. 

'"''•'I  I'.in-  i.npossihie,  .sju- pulled  otl"  her  gk,v,-s,  put 
liT  two  small  hands  on  back  of  the  >urrey  and 
iH-iran  (,,  j)UsJi. 

"  vvas.othat  Dana  Malone,  c<m.in-  out  on  a 
In.i^h  hank  over  tin-  road,  hVst  .saw  them  —  (he  limp- 
"1^  h.-rse.  the  lolling  man  half  dozing  on  the  front 
>'.''■  Ihe  Kirh  fh.shed  and  lovely  w.J,  compassion, 
i'"^l'nig  will,  all  her  touching  lillle  might.  And 
l>.nia.  who.se  heart  broke  (n  er  dumb  suil'ering  and 
'l"'u-d  up  f„r  a  generous  act  -  Dana,  who  cou?d  cry 
■-nv  day  (ner  newspaper  heroics,  and  never  heard 
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till'  national  anthem  without  a  swcUing  dt'sirc  to  dir 
for  Ills  country,  and  hchCvi^d  that  man  '.vas  created 
loxrve.  protect  an<l  cherish  wouum  —  Dana  Malone 
was  not  one  t<j  sei-  the  absurdity  of  the  ^'roup. 

"Well,  what  do  you  think  of  thai!"  he  muttered. 
A  moiiient  later  he  had  .scrambled  down  the  hank 
to  meet    them. 

"V(»u  nui>ln'l  do  that!  Let  me,"  he  exclaimed, 
.so  authoritati\ cly  that  Lucy  yielded  up  her  [)Iace 
in  startled  doeilit\'. 

*"'riu'  dri\-er  eouldu'l  uet  out  because  we  niitjht 
meet  a  motor."  >he  e\plaine(|,  kindly  anxious  that 
not  even  -Jim  Lee  should  make  too  poor  an  appear- 
ance. A  ^keI)tical  "Il'hl"  and  a  push  that  surprised 
the  horse  relieved  Dana's  overcharg<'d  feelings. 

"  I'lea.•^e  get  in  again.  ^  ou  won't  make  any  dif- 
ferv'iice."  he  urged,  hut  .she  would  not. 

"I  like  to  walk,"  she  insisted,  .still  a  little  short  of 
breath.     "'Ve  mu>t  be  nearly  there." 

Dana,  pushing  lustily,  his  face  turned  toward  her, 
c(»ul(l  have  wished  the  distance  indefinite;  the  weight 
on  his  arms  felt  chivalrously  good.  It  did  not  occur 
to  him  to  make  convt'rsati«jn  or  lo  explain  himself. 
Shyness  was  to  him  an  unknown  state,  and,  with  all 
his  gt-nerous  youtli  still  vibrating  from  that  first 
glimpse  of  her,  he  couhl  not  descend  to  the  triviali- 
ties (.)f  convention  and  treat  iier  like  an  unintroduced 
young   lady.     So   he  simply  looked   at   her  out   of 
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darkly  lit  eyes  and  rojoieed.     \„l   having  the  k.-y 
to  his  mood,  Lucy  ^n-sv  shy,  th.Ti   unconifortabh'. 
II.T>(()lenf,dance.s could  not  .'xphiin  this  rou^di  (i;,run. 
\Nilh  his  shabby  dolhrs  and  p.-rfcrl  rasv  of  bcariti-, 
his  hjok  of  youth  and  the  streaks  of  ^'ray  in  hi>  hhirk 
hair.     Ilcr  hps  moved  un.'a>ilv.  and  her  face  lurncl 
more  and  more  to  (h.-  >un-fhrke<l  beech  lrunk>  an. I 
the  deep  bed.>  of  bracken  b.-si.h-  (he  roa<l.     Tlie  June 
^Teen   that   nearly   met   above   their  heads  was  still 
frail  and  youn^'  in  this  In^Ii  world,  the  day's  warmth 
liad   a    vivid    freshness,   and    the   ardour   of   spring' 
Mirred  in  un>een  wiri^rs  and  bubbling'  throats.     I'nder 
pretence  of  a   second    look   for  a   hiilden   songster, 
Lucy  fell  a  few  stei)s  behind;  and  so  roused  Dami 
to  speech. 

"When  Em  rich,"  he  declared,  looking'  back  with 
hi>  air  of  intent  discovery,  "you  know  what  Em 
^'oiuK  to  do.5"  Xo  other  begim.in-  could  have  so 
interested  and  reassured  her.  She  came  closer. 
"Em  goiufv  to  buy  up  every  poor  old  beast  I  come 
across  and  either  kill  or  cure  hini.  Just  to  get  iiim 
"ir  my  mind.     Wouldn't  that  be  ^'reaf  .^■' 

It  was  hard  for  Lucy  to  enter  imo  conversation; 
hilt  she  was  ruled  by  a  very  earn<->t  desire  to  be 
"big,"  and  she  had  long  ago  dvc'uU-d  that  it  was  little 
to  admit  human  intercourse  only  through  the  front 
door.  So  she  met  the  advance  with  a  conscientious 
efTort  to  match  his  directness  and  simplicity. 
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■Mill  \V()ii"|  Ili;it  l)c  ratlin-  iii<li\  idual,  jii>|  lo 
help  llic  OIK'S  you  .^»•(•?"  she  olijcdcd.  uiil  of  her 
iiiodcni  1  raining'.  "SliouMrri  you  (iiid  a  way  lo 
liclp  111. -Ill  all:"" 

Thai  \va^  a  new  Idra  lo  Dana.  '"  I  >iip[)()s('  so."  In- 
adiiiillf<l  nliiclaiilly.  •"Wrll.  I'd  <|o  lliat.  loo. 
Hut  il\  llic  one  I  >au-  dial  IM  ;^'<l  iii\-  luu  out  of! 
Sliouldut    you?" 

'I'lic  (jiK'^tiou  IroiiMcd  licr.  "I  liadu'l  tlioULjIil  of 
rilhcr  a>  fiiu.  rxaclly."  -Ik-  aduiiltcd.  "It  i>  all 
.•~ucli  a         .^iicli  a  ItiriMc  worry." 

"Oh,  I'vcry  <,M)od  feeling  i^  fiiii."  lie  explained 
lar;.,'ely.  "Why.  the  l»e>l  fiiii  I  e\-er  had  in  in\  lile 
was  hauling'  a  half-drowiKwl  pup  out  of  the  l-'.a-l 
Ri\er.  I  \vi>h  you  could  have  seen  lln-  lo\-e  fi;i.>,l  I 
He  was  >o  grateful,  and  >o  ^lad  lo  he  ali\(',  it  jii-l 
hroke  _\our  heart.  Nice  pup,"  he  a(lde<l  with  a 
reiiiim'>eeiil  >hake  of  lii>  head. 

Luey  was  raj)idly  (■(tiniu^'  to  ;i  real  i-a^e  before 
his  almost    prinie\al    uiicoii>(ioii>uess. 

""\"es.  thaf  was  fun,"  she  >aiil  with  I  he  smile  tliat 
liad  made  (ireal  Aunt  Belly  famous.  Dana's  >laie 
deepened:  he  thouj;Iit  he  had  never  in  his  life  .seen 
anythini;  so  lovely  as  (hat  ^'tuerou.s  liyhlin^'.  Ihe  shine 
of  a  pitying'  and  lo\iu^- spirit  lhrou<.;h  the  delicate 
mask  of  shy  reserve.  For  a  monienl  the  traces  of 
Jim  Ia'c's  horse  hum,'  slack,  though  the  hill  wa>  at  its 
steepest.     'Idien  tlity  paused  on  an  artilicial  resting'- 
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jilacr.  and  I.ii(_\   >;iu   Ikiu   lir;i\il>    In  r  kiii;,'Iif-crraiil 
was  hrcafliiii^'. 

'^'oii  an-  .loiii^'  loo  lunfli."  nIic  saiM  «li>tnv>.>fiilly. 

\\f  oii^lil  to  l)c  111, -IT  hy  this  liiiif.  Do  you  know 
Mi-<s  Ware's  fanni'" 

Tin-  kiiov.lfd^'*'  of  wlio  >Iic  was  fla-<li((l  inlo  I)aiia"s 
(•()nscion>fic>s  l)cf(»rc  ln\  iin|)racl  ical  iiiiii<|  Ii;i.| 
rraclicd  llic  (|iic.>lion,  and  >larllrd  hiiii  inlo  joy(.u•^ 
(xclanialion. 

"Oil!  Why,  of  conrsr!  Why.  yon  an-  llic  fii«.t 
pupil  yon'rc  Mis>  Cuylcr!  I'm  .>layin-,'  lluiv. 
in  one  of  llic  cahins." 

"^oii  arc?"  It  \va>,  a  vivid  rr^ponse,  yd  oven 
\  ain"ty  conld  not  have  taken  it  i)er>onally,  and  Dana 

had  none.      "•Tell  inc "  ^he  pan.sed,  hesitating 

o\«r  the  (|n<>tion. 

"I  came  yesterday,"  he  volnnleered.  ""ion 
know,  there  are  six  cabins,  [)nt  np  l.y  some  old  lady, 
a  Iriend  of  Mis.>  Ware">;  and  any  poor  arti>t  can 
ha\c  one  free  for  I  he  .-.nininer.  I'm  a  nuisician  ni\ - 
>ell,  and  .-,0  there's  a  i)iano  in  nn'ne.  Did  yon  ever 
liear  of  anything;-  like  that?" 

She  was  suddenly  constrained.  "So  yon  liki-  it 
here?"  she  asked,  her  face  averted. 

"Like  it.''"  'I'hey  ,vere  enier^in^'  from  the  W()od>, 
and  he  looked  ont  over  the  roilinu  laml  with  tlie 
dee{)  hreath  of  an  expanding'  spirit.  "AZ/.v  it.' 
Now  look  here,  ]\Ii.,.-,  Cnyler!     Snjjpo-e  yon  lodged 
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III  iIk'  Flhick  Mole  (if  Calcult;!,  juid  dinod  in  a  cellar, 
.iiiij  look  \(nir  out  in;,'  in  a  ^nh\va\  ;  and  tlicn  suppose 
an  aiiLjel  onl  of  Ihmvch  handed  xoii  all  llii^  fnc  and 
llii<  u  in  a  |)iano  do  nou  lliink  "like  il  '  would  Ix- 
IIk'  word?"  She  ilu-hed,  ^o  dr.  ply  ihat  he  tiiou^^hl 
lii>  \  <  liciiKiicr  had  Keen  loo  a^^'re>d\  c.  and  hasltned 
to  >oflen  il.  '"I  lia\r  ju^l  eoliie,  >o  I'lu  ll.alf 
cracked,*'  In-  a|)oIo;,'i/ed.  '  riia^e  don't  mind  if  I 
ia\c      See,  lliere  i>  ihi   hou^r  !iow."' 

'I'liey  had  rounded  llie  hilltop,  and  only  a  hrief 
dip  lay  hefwcin  llieiu  and  the  last  clinil)  up  to  Ihe 
.spreading'  old  far?  diou>e  xl  in  an  iiiinieiisilv  of  >k\ . 
Lucy  ;,M\-e  il  a  <iuiek  look,  then  ^lojiped  the  C'arria^'e. 

**I  will  ^it  in  iiou,""  >lie  said.  "Thank  xou  foi- 
helpini!;."  Iler  nod  of  dismissal  was  so  oblivious  of 
hini  Ihal  Dana  IuciumI  into  a  side  [)atli  with  a  .sur- 
prising consciousness  of  hurt  feelings.  Lucy,  mean- 
while, had  turned  lo  Jim  Lee  and  mrvouslv  oj)i'ned 
ii'Vo"  !•'' ■  .|i>.  ^^h(■^  they  pnlle<l  np  at  the  door, 
she  had  l>ou;,dil  the  old  white  iiorx-  for  lhirl\-  (ioliar:!?, 

(andace  allowed  tln'  liou^e  lo  the  new  pupil  before 
she  iiad  taken  oil'  Ikt  liat.  pointing  out  the  cabins  to 
lnr  from  the  n|)slairs  windows. 

"Well,  what  do  you  tiiink  of  your  job?  "  t,he  asked, 
chrerfully  confident,  as  they  came  to  the  end  in 
Luey".s  room. 

"()  Candy!"  Lucy  turned  hastily  to  shut  the  open 
door.     "  If  sonic  one  had  lieard  vou ! " 


FVER  AITKH 


i5 


"Thi-yM  liavc  lir.inl  only  the  piirr.  white  Irulli," 
was  tlic  MTi-nc  aii-w.T.  F.ucy.  s|ii|  lioMin^  thr  iUu,v, 
faced    her  with   a   worried   (|Ue^tioIl  growing'  in   hi-r 
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"Do  voii  think  I  ou^hl  to  tell?"  die  finally  Itou-Ii' 
it  out. 

'■  No.  !•  e  dear,   F  don't ." 

"Still,  il  it  in\()l\-ed  you  in  jmy  lie>  " 

"It  woiTl.  And  I  shouldn't  tnimj  if  it  did.  [Jul 
I  \\i>h  you  had  f)ul  nj)  one  cabin  le>>  and  got  your- 
self a  deceiil  und)re|ja." 

"I  di(]iri  care  for  that,  inyself;"      Luc\  arcd 

surprised  at  the  coincidence  of  last,  s.  "i,  il,,. 
woman  told  ine  it  was  an  nnnsual  bargain;  and  I  do 
lose  tlieni  so  often,  ("aiidy."  She  was  begging:  for 
approval,  but  ("andace  was  relentless, 

"See  lli..t  yon  lose  this  as  soon  as  pos.sil.h'.  tlien  " 
she  said.  "How  can  you  make  people  think  you're 
an  artist  witli  such  an  atrocity  in  your  possession. ^" 

i-ucy,  at  bay,  had  courage.  "I  don't  think  il  is 
so  bad  as  all  that,"  she  said  st<»utly,  putting  it  out 
of  .sight.  "It  does  very  well  for  what  I  want."  She 
took  ofF  her  hat.  brushing  the  dusi  from  it>  im- 
<iistinguislied  trimmings  with  a  care  that  made 
("audaco  >mi!c.  "I  jiavc  found  such  a  nice  little 
milliner,"  .she  confided.  "Vou  wouldn't  dream  how 
cheap  this  was." 

"Oh.  yes,  I  wouhl."  wa.s  the  firm  answer. 
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T-ucy  looked  (lisconccrlid.  "Don't  you  think  it  is 
pril  ty  atnl  licccjniiii^'?" 

"  ^  (■>,  I  do." 

"'I'lirii  why  i-n't  lli.il  ciioimh!''"  Sin-  \va>  ahnosl 
oli'ciidrd. 

"Well,  if  you  liki'  a  Mary  Ann  lial  with  a  Qnren 
AniH'  >iiit,  ii  i>."'  \\:i>  till-  drawlin^f  an-<\\(r.  nltcrrd 
so  <:()od  huiiioiirciily  that  Lncy  >uddtnly  hin^hcd 
and  Ihin.;  t  he  lia!  on  a  ■>h'.'II'. 

"I  am  iilad  yon  approNc  ol'  xtnul  hiiiM."  ^lic  >ai(l. 
*"()h.  I)\-  ihr  way.  I  liavc  jn>t  Ixmidit  a  horx-  hf 
h'nipcd.  and  il  uorrircl  inc.  "^ On  will  lia\t'  to  do 
.>oincthini,''  w  il  li  hiin.'* 

"rpiAii  my  uord!"'  ( 'ainlacr'-  hand  fell  witli 
adrctionalc  !i<a\inrs>  on  the  ti'irW  >honldcr. 
'■  Lncy.  \'0)i  arc  a  duck." 

"I)on"(  tell  an\-  one  1  did  it."  Lucy  ur^cd.  '"Oli. 
I  >hoidd  >o  hale  il  if  lliey  found  il  all  out!  I  >iniply 
could  n.ot  >tay,      .\i;d  I  want  to  stay." 

"Pn-lty  lonely,  down  lliere!"'"' 

"(Ml.  no."  Slie  would  ha\-e  >l()pi)cd  there  with 
any  one  ■  |se.  luil  (andace  had  lon,u  a^o  trampled 
a  l)re:ich  in  the  wail  >  f  I,U(\"-  i'e-er\c,  ani;  been 
rewarded  with  a  confidence  that  -ometimes  tonclied 
;ind  startled  h*  r.  "No.  iiol  loiu'ly.  hut  responsihic. 
T  am  alwjiys  d)ini.r  >ueli  hard  Ihiui^s.  like  addressing 
coniir.it tees  an<l  nieiMiniT  lioarfh.  There  is  some- 
thing'  to  screw   up  conrauc   for  excry   day.   Candy! 
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i:\cii  i)iiyin^'  a  railroad  ticket  takes  an  (>fTort.   don't 
yoii  lliink?" 

Candaee's  sleepy  smile  curled  her  lips  and  the 
((irners  of  hvr  cyrs.  "I  supijosc  it  docs  —  for  you. 
^ou  don't  neeil  a  i)rotector  for  the  bi.<,'  moments  of 
lite.  Lucy,  hut  you  do  need  some  one  to  help  you 
across  streets,  don't  you?" 

"N'ol  up  here!  I  haven't  fell  so  free  in  years. 
Candy,  do  \-ou  thnik  it  was  very  selfi.sli  of  me  to 
rent  (lie  Xorth  Shore  house?" 

••Why,  child?" 

'■  W  hy.  there  .ire  so  many  j)eople  who  liave  always 
Imiii  ;i>ked  to  it  every  year:  lh<y  must  have  counted 
on  it  for  this  sunnner.  I  jiave  liad  them  ju>l  the 
same,  ever  since  I  have  heen  .done,  but  you  have 

no  idea "     Loyalty   to  her  ^niests  stopper!  her. 

and  she  ended  the  sentence  witli  a  si^di.  "I  couldn't 
he  expected  to  invite  any  one  here,  could  1?"  she 
added,  looking'  contentedly  ahout  her  narrow  white 
eril.     "Isn't  it  dreadful  to  he  so  glad!" 

"Shocking,"  said  C'andace. 

Lucy's  advance  to  meet  the  introductions  of 
dnmer  time  and  lier  hrave  plunge  into  social  relations 
led  Dana  INFalone  to  one  of  his  in-pired  discoveries. 
^\ll<Il  she  had  excused  herself,  at  the  end  of  the 
nxal.  to  finish  her  unpacking,  he  beckoned  Candace 
aside. 

"Vou    know    what    sh.'.    like?"    he    burst    out. 
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"Queen  Victoria!  Xo,  wail  a  moment"  —  his  lifted 
liiiiwi  forbade  her  ri>iii^'  lau^difer  —  "I  don't  mean 
in  look>I  Hut  don't  yon  know  Iiow,  whei  he  Queen 
was  youn^'  and  liad  to  make  a  speech  from  tlie 
throne  or  something,  >he  would  l)e  >o  fri^ditened, 
ye[  >o  perfectly  composed?  She  wai  too  royal  to 
notice  her  own  timidity:  her  poor  little  paw>.  mi^ht 
lie  lik<'  ice,  hut  she  >i)oke  willi  llie  tonj^'ues  of  the 
(^uern  of  (ireat  Britain  and  Empress  of  Iiulia. 
r\c  read  about  it.  Well,  don't  you  see  what  I 
mean!"'  " 

(  andace  considered  Jn'm  with  ^'ood-hnmonred 
>e\-erity.  "Look  here,  l)ana.  if  \'ou  go  to  di.icover- 
ini,'  (ineens  anion^  my  pupii>,  I  here's  going  to  he  an 
empiv  cahin   in   the  wild  wood.  " 

"Oil,  come  off!"  And  Dana  turned  ili^gu.->tedly 
away. 

"Is  slie  one  of  the  Boston  Cuylers?"  asked 
rainier  Jacks  from  tlu'  doorway. 

"She  lives  in  Milton,"  ( 'andace  answered,  after 
an  almost  imjxrct  j)til)le  lu'silation. 

"  I'oor  relation,  mayhe.  I  .sha'i't  a>k  her.  It's 
the  liillerne>.>  of  death  to  he  asked  if  you're  one  of 
(lie  Boston  So-and-sos  wh<'n  yon  aren't.  I  knew 
a  woman  who  went  there  from  St.  Louis  with  the 
name  of  .Vdanis.  and  the  question  spoiled  her  life. 
She  hnally  married  a  man  named  Jones,  to  end  it." 
I'almer  stepjicd  out,  and   paused  on   the  porch   to 
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li^lit  .1  pipe.  "Wtll,  since  we're  tuil  ur^'ed  to  linper 
any  more,  ^'ood  Mi;;ht!"  he  said.  "Stroll,  Ludhiin?" 
Ludiain  followed  with  his  i)e(uliar  ^'rae.  t'lilnevs 
<jf  motion.  He  ran  to  lon^'  jjoinls  tini^'ers,  fc-t. 
and  even  nose  a>  well  a.>  hlond  heard,  and  iii-,  coats 
lilted  at  the  waist,  thii>  euttin^'  him  oil"  instantly 
and  forever  from  Dana  Malone's  sympathies. 
Jacks,  however,  was  not  troubled  hy  jtrejudiees,  and 
(he  two  wandered  away  together  in  companionable 
silence. 

"I  am  wonderiig  if  I  >hall  tell  you  something," 
bi'-ran  Ludlam  pre>entl\-,  ^jx-akin;,'  through  his 
favourite  Muij  \  a  small.  elf\er  smile  i,i  a  cosmo- 
politan significance.  Palmer's  love  of  go.>.Mp  wa> 
a>  >hamele.vs  as  it  is  sincere.  He  removed  his 
l)i|)e  and  cocked  hi>  1.    ul  for  better  attention. 

"do  ahead,"  he  commanded. 

"It  begins  with  a  s'-'Jil  adventure  of  nnne,  three 
\iars  ago,  down  on  the  Xort^.  Shon-"  Ludlam 
look  up  the  tale  with  a  visible  relish  for  the  pleasures 
of  conversation.  "There  was  a  most  wonderful 
bit  of  coast,  entirely  cut  ofl'  by  stone  walls  and 
■private  property'  signs.  You  know.  Jacks,  I'm 
a  peculiar  person  in  some  ways:  I  respect  other 
[••'ople's  rights,  even  their  preferences.  I  am  made 
I  hat  way  — I  can't  be  otherwise.  But  the  temp- 
t. it  ion  was  overwhelming,  and  there  was  no  one  in 
Mght.  so  the  scrupulous  Ludlam  dropped  over  the 
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wall  like  any  apple  lliiif  ,iinl  I  "jaii  >kcl(liiriL;-.  You 
i(  iiicMihcr  pictuiT  111   I  lie  Aradciiiy,   two  winlcrs 

aLio?     It  calaloiiucd   a-.   'Kartii   and    Sky    and 

Sea.'  ()i  course,  T  don't  care  lor  that  .sort  of 
literary  la^  to  me  il  \\a>  jiinI  a  happy  develoj)- 
iiieid  dl"  ^ret  II  paini :  linl  lliey  like  a  title.  It  made 
a  f^ood  deal  of  a  >en>atinii:  tliin-  \va>  always  a  crowd 
altont  it.  That  was  its  Iieuiimin^'.  and  a  cro>.s 
gaiileiier  camt-  near  heiii^;"  the  end  of  it.  He  (piite 
ordered  me  oil*.  I  can't  row  with  >n(h  people,  .>o 
I  wa>  meekl\'  yoint;'  wlien  a  del:i;hlful  youn;^'  woman 
in  deep  monrnin<f  came  to  the  re-cue.  and  I  was 
told  \iry  >li>ly,  yet  with  an  air,  \()U  nndcr-land 
that  I  niii;hl  .skclcli  there  day  and  night  if  it  so 
])!ea-ed  me." 

"Well!'"  Palmer  i)ronii)led.  "I  .suppose  in  tlic 
second  a(  t  you  savct!  her  life,  and  in  the  third  you 
married  her?" 

Ludlain's  mile  became  very  knowing',  "You 
migld  >ay  that  the  second  act  was  jn>t  heginning. 
I  found  out  that  >he  was  Miss  Lucy  (uyler,  grand- 
daughter of  old  A<lrian.  and  .sole  owner  of  the  place 

her  mother  had  icceiitly  dit-d.  After  that.  I 
frankly  averaged  ♦■ight  hours  a  day  within  >ight 
of  her  verandas,  until  I  (li>coverv(l  that  >he  had 
gone  away  on  a  vi>it.  I  ne\er  saw  her  again  until 
to-night." 

I*ahner  replaced  his  pij)e  and  smoked  thoughtfully 
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over    thr    luu.^.      "So    uc    Iia\c    an    li(irr->    in    our 
iiii(l>t."  iu'  niiix'd. 

■■'riial  i>  the  iny>tiiy  of  it.  Why  >liouM  >Iic 
•  nine  oil'  licrc  for  Hk-  >iiiiiiiirr?  Of  coiirM',  it">  a 
il''li,t:litfiil  faiiii.  and  all  llial;  i.ul,  a■^  a  man  of  llir 
v.t.i-ld.  Jacks,  yon  know  a>  wrll  a>  I  do  that  >ncl. 
.1  lili-  is  a  jiis  (ill('i\  a  nlak('-^llifl.  a  lidiii^,'  over  till 
more  forlnnalf  limes.  And  for  a  -;irl  who  could 
lia\c  anything  >lic  clu)>t'  — 

"It"  she  i>  old  Adrian  ('u\ler*>  ^-randehild  she 
'.ime  here  to  sa\c  money  you  can  he!  on  ihat."" 
rainier  ix'u'an  wilji  eiiiphasi-,.  then  looked  apoloi,^'!  ic. 

Not  hut  tlial  >he  >ee.Mi>  a  \-ery  eharniini,'  \oiuij^ 
Lid\-."  he  adde(|  with  a  how.  as  if  she  sLood  bodily 
hi'lore  t  hem. 

■'We  nu':;hl  a^  well  keep  it  to  ourselves,  don't 
>"U  Ihink.^"'  Lndlam  >u,i:L;es|ed  with  his  .^ideloujj^, 
ahno>f  co\'.  ;,danee. 

"dad,  yes.  Can't  \-ou  see  little  Willing,'  <:a\\|)in^' 
>ii»  ;''  ;i"  licin'>s  .iiid  a-kiii^  her  how  it  felt!''' 
i'almer's  ehuek'e  wa>  ?ie.t  uidvind.  "I  tjon't  sup- 
port- >he  can  i)aint.  do  you!'" 

"\Miy    -hoidd    she!''"     returned    Lndlam    with    a 

.  lli'Ul,'- 

Dana  Malone.  meanwhile,  had  irone  hack  vwv 
Miherly  to  his  cal)in.  He  wa>  froul>lcd.  restless, 
Inll  of  Middcii  desp.air  at  the  liopelo.s  linn'tatious 
"i   \\[>  chosen  career.     Kver  >ince  he  had  left   Lucv 
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tiiat  afternoon,  a  choking'  sense  of  loneliness  had 
t\rn<^IH'(\  at  liis  lliroat.  And  now.  since  dinner, 
seeing,'  her  so  friendly  and  .so  remote,  he  fell  hke 
a  l)e^'f^ar  in  rails  out>i(h'  a  pahiee  ^'ate,  i^'azin^'  np  at 
a  balcony  where  a  [)rince>s  .sat  and  did  not  even 
know  he  existed.  She  would  never  he  aware  of 
him,  fine,  sweet,  shy  gentlewoman,  (jueen  and  little 
girl  ir.  one  yet  how  she  had  pushed  for  that  old 
horse!  The  tiirill  of  his  (irsf  sii^'lit  of  her  slunf.;  him 
again  and  again:  no  repetition  of  the  vision  could 
weaken  its  poignane>\  It  ki  |)t  her  human  for  him, 
hronght  her  for  a  flying  second  within  his  reach. 
lie  even  laughed  over  it  those  poor,  dear  arms! 
—  and  stretched  his  own  hig  nuisclcs.  longing  to  Use 
tliem  again  in  her  service.  The  thought  that  |)er- 
haps  he  could  play  to  her  came  at  last  like  an  inspi- 
ration. The  thick  growtli  ahout  his  cahin  had 
already  shut  out  the  twiliglit,  hut  he  groped  hi.s 
way  to  the  piano  and  laid  unerring  liands  on  the 
keys. 

Yet  he  did  not  pla%  th.at  night.  As  though  the 
first  chord  had  been  a  signal,  the  barriiT  between 
himself  and  the  ama/.ing  truth  fell  away,  and  hi.s 
hands  faltered.  Understanding  in  words  had  not 
yet  come,  but  his  ready  heart  leaped  to  full  knowl- 
edge. The  cabin  became  a  haunted  place;  the 
dorknes.s  was  all  a  great,  warm  Presence,  and  he 
felt  the  precious  weight  of  arms  on  hi.s  .shoulders, 
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tli(^  nioth-toucli  of  li|)>  on  lii'>  upfuriu'd  fan-.     When 
I  lie    virion    faded    ho   arose,   ehilled   and   siifrened 
to  find  the  iii^dit  half  j^'oue.     His  face,  a.-,  he  struck 
a  h"j,dit,  was  white  and  fri.L,ditenctl. 

'"Love  at  first  si<,'ht."  he  muttered,  as  tliou<,'h  the 
piirase  had  for  the  fir>t  tinu-  reached  hi.>  iui(h'r- 
Mandin^.  "ZctC  at  Jlrd  isight.  My  God,  it's 
nally  true!" 


(  iiAiii:i{  r\v() 


Ir  uoii.i)  li.ixc  Ixiii  ;i  lili'-^-iiiu  to  Lucy  (  iiylrr'^ 
;jirlli()()il  il'  Ikt  iiioIIk  r  had  liccii  a  \)nnv  uoiiuni  and 
liad  Ix'cii  idrccil  to  Iiii-ii  licr  ^rcal  •■\((iiti\c  at»ililii'> 
lt»  l)ii>iiic-.-.  pur] )<•-(■-.  liciiii;  dciiitd  t  lii>  oullit .  Mr>. 
<  uvlcr  ran  licr  lioii-diold  with  a  lirrioh'  filicitn(>'. 
Snicc  --lu'  coiihl  hoi  ruh'  the  pri\alr  >(h(i(il  lo  which 
all  th<-  "nice  uii'U"  ol'  Ihc  ihiy  went,  she  had  Liic>' 
lauLiht  at  home;  and  xt  Ihc  >hy  chihl  iircw  to  a  >li> 
uirl  with  ahii()--l  no  yonni;  conipanion^hip.  ()cca- 
>ioiiali\'  her  c()U>in>  >\vepl  Iier  otV.  in  an  imli^nant 
at  tempi  to  ■■rocuc"  her.  l»ul  thc>e  e>caj)es  were 
not  \\holi\'  >ncce^>ful.  Lucy  did  her  (•our;iU('(MH 
l)e>t  and  hulked  her  prtttiol.  hut  there  \va-<  al\\ay> 
a  hick  of  l'nndain<  ntal  ea^c.  a  ,sen>e  tliat  the  con- 
versation was  made  nol  l)orn.  When  xunc  l)ra\'c 
younji  man  \cntni'e<l  to  calk  Mr>.  (  u_\  ler  rece!\-ed 
him  anil  t:a\<'  him  her  vigorous,  inlellii;-ent  \  i  svs 
on  the  topics  of  the  da\\  while  Lucy  sat  at  one  side, 
j^lad  to  l)e  I'eiiexH'd  of  the  responsikility  and  \'ery 
little  intcrcslcd  in  the  atl'air.  Ilcr  paints  and  the 
^^arden.  !)o(jks  and  drcanis  ;;nd  (he  hunj^cr  for  beauty 
made  up  her  i:cli,  secret    life,  antl   Ihou^li  a  \"a^aie. 
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n»>(alf  cloud  thai  >lic  called  lovr  lay  ulnrioii-lv 
aloii^'  [\iv  lioii/(Hi.  -he  iir\cr  drciriud  of  coiiufcf iiii,' 
il  with  any  of  tliiM'  calliiiy;  yoim^'  iiicn,  iicr\-on>ly 
corrcf  t  iiudiT  her  iiiolhcr'^  vyv. 

Xo  otic  had  v\rr  conic  choc  lo  her  until  fhr 
secure  hiilwark  of  lur  iiinllHr\>  presence  had  Ixcu 
-.wept  away,  llii-fc  year>  liffori-,  leas jn;^'  her  stricken 
and  in  terror  at  the  inundation  of  lu'r  kindly,  .>orry 
world.  She  had  finally  luu  away  lo  elderly  nla- 
(i\es  down  (Ml  I>(.ni,'  Fslaml,  and  there,  on  the  white, 
rollin;:  >a!id  dune-,  with  the  wind  >wccpini;'  in,  keen 
atul  >alty.  from  the  opcu  >ea,  -he  had  found  Candace 
Ware.  TIm"  \try  lulcrancc  df  (aiidace's  >!uilc  had 
i>ecii  a  revflatinii  to  her.  Lucy  had  li\f.l  with  an 
uurchcllious  aeccptaiice  of  -hut  door>  «ni  cNci-y  ,>idf; 
Candace's  traiujuil,  "  \\\\\  why  not?"'  seciiied  to 
>et  tlu'iii  I  rem  Mini,'  on  Ihcii-  liiuijo.  >wiu-in;,'  uiaizi- 
Cally  open.  What  -he  learned  ahoul  i)aintin;^'  in 
(ho>e  laborious  weeks  under  Candace's  guidance 
w.is  as  nolhiu^r  beside  what  she  learned  about 
human  comj)anioUs|ii|)  a.nd  individual  liberty.  Slic 
imi)l(ire(l  Candace  to  come  and  li\('  with  her.  but 
could  not  move  her. 

■"I've  ^'ot  my  work  to  do.  child,"  was  her  uood- 
humoured  ultimatum.  Hut  .slu-  had  pronii.^cd  and 
made  a  yearly  visit,  and  their  eii,dit  weeks  in  Kurope 
l"Uether  had  been  the  happiest  time  of  Lucy's  life. 
<  aiidace    had    ])aid  every   penu\-    of    her  own   wav. 
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inM'>-tini,'  tliat  Lucy  should  live  down  lo  li<r  IiacI  — 
;in(l  I  u  iiikliiii,'  ;iiiiiiMi|ly  ulicii  -li<-  >;i\v  that  tlic 
(itlicr  really  enjoyed  their  -eiiiii|)ipL,'.  It  wa^  the 
poor  l(  a(  her  who  iii-i^led  on  (  al)>  and  ((ind'ort  ^  w  hen 
they  were  I  ra\  cl-tired.  Candace  hint:hed  at  her 
without  mercy,  yet  the  u'wW  faith  and  (h\o!iun  had 
^'rown  lo  lie  one  lA  the  ph-a^anle-t   l'act>  of  her  life. 

'I'lic  cotlaLTers  were  lin.uerin^'  ahout  the  l)reakfa>t 
lalih-  when  l>ucy  came  down  the  next  morning'. 
Mrs.  Dalmey  ro-e  at  once,  with  a  ner\()U>  murnuir 
lo  her  hn^liamh  and  diew  him  away,  hut  the  others 
cliose  to  con-iih'r  that  xIm.oI  liad  not  yet  hepun. 
Ludhini  >pranf;-  to  pull  hack  her  chair,  and  Willing's 
in,ir<'uu()u.s, 

*'()h,  why  didn'l  1  do  lliall"  rou-ed  a  >houl  of 
lan;,diler.  Lucy's  hhu'  and  roNC  and  l)rown  hail  a 
h)vely  morniui,'  frohness  a'^ove  her  blue  cotton 
frock,  and  they  all  turned  to  her. 

'"1  was  just  telling  them  wliat  a  qni-er  t]iin<? 
happened  overni^dit.  Mi>s  Cuyler."  Palmer  Jacks 
cxphiincd.  "A  white  liorse  has  sprun<,f  up  from 
tlie  meadow,  like  Vemis  out  of  the  foam." 

"It  looked  to  u\c  a<  if  it  came  out  of  a  horsecar," 
said  WilliufT,  so  seriously  that   they  laughed  aj^^ain. 

"I  think  it's  a  poet  in  dis^niise.  myself,"  Palmer 
went  on.  "But  there's  no  use  askini,'  Miss  Ware: 
she  just  sits  there  and  smil(\s." 

"I   don't   .see   why   I   shouldn't    take   a   horse   to 
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I'nar.l."   Cmidafr  pr.)t.'.t.M|.      -K    woirt    In-  half  so 
iinicli  (roulilr  ;i>  llic  n  >l   of  yoii." 

•"I'll  l)ct  V.^rm.  (looii'l  [);iy  n-iil."  ninnicd  Jacks. 
"You'll  paiipni/.-  Iiim  jn^i  ;,,  voii  an'  jiaiipcri/iif,' 
I1-.  Mi-s  Ciiylrr,  (ii.l  ynii  ki.,,\v  (lial  .Mi>^  Wan- 
i-  (ioiii-  actual  i-K.ral  lianii  iti  llic  \v(.rl.|  that  >Iic 
i-  uii.lrniiiiiiii-  ,.ur  linaiicial  iii.lcpci.lriKv  and 
ucakciiiii:,' our  moral  film-  Ity  i:i\  iui,'  ii>  luxnri.',  uc 
can't  [)ay  For?" 

"Oil.  coiiM'!"  l)rokc  iti  Dana  Maloric.  slarlint:  from 
an  al.slractcd  >ilciicc.      "What  rot!" 

I.ncy  had  fhishcd,  \,\\\  shr  nlnrncd  Candaco'.s 
stolen  glance  with  one  of  anni>cinfnt .  "I  >honhlirf 
ihudsa  pint'cahin  could  Imrf  any  onc"^  mora!  lil.rc." 
>Ih'  >a:d. 

"Anything,'  for  nothing  i>  l,ad."  Palmrr  insisted. 
"Sonic  one  once  o^ave  nie  (iv<'  hundred  dollar.-,,  in  a 
l>urst  of  j;ood  will  or  insanity,  perhaps;  and. 
I  can  tell  yon.  I  was  [laujx'ri/ed  on  the  sjvot.  I 
went  ahont  for  two  years  tryint:  to  find  some  one 
el>e  in  the  same  mood.  It's  a  had  jol)  that  is 
l>ein<,»  done  hero  on  this  farm  —  yon  mark  my 
words." 

"But.  if  yon  can't  take,  yon  can't  jrive!"  Dana 
was  e\j)losive  with  j)rofest,  "Yon  believe  in  giving, 
don't  you?  When  I  see  what  this  place  docs  for 
one.  every  hour  —  why,  it's  a  hijr,  definite  ^ain  in 
moral  fil)r<>  to  he  here.      1   think  Mi.>  Ware  —  an<l 
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Ihr  liully  I. Ill  l.nly  li;i<k  of  Iut  ;irc  doiii^'  iis  line 
;i  |)lcc('  ol"  uciik  ;i-  I  c Acr  lirard  dl'I" 

'I  liciT  u;i>,  ;i  «|r(|)  iimniiiir  of  a-xiit  from  llic 
\(Miii;^^  |{i:-siaii  ;iii,|  j  ptrfimcturv  cclio  from  Liidlam. 
who  lookrd  aiiiioycd  at  Iiaviii^'  lii«,  >tatii>,  al  llic 
farm  so  piililicly  rcfcrrrd  to.  Willing,'  alx)  spraiiL'  f(» 
lln>  ilcfriicc  w  illi  a  l)ald  : 

"If  you  feci  llial  \va.\-.  I  doii'l  -cc  uliy  you  sfa>I" 

•lack^  cliucklcd.  "My  dear  yoiiiii,'  friend,"  lie 
>aid,  ri>iii<r.  "Ilicrc  arc  iiiciiiciils  wlu-ji  prrxTviii",' 
one's  I  loral  iilirr  i\  iiol  (lie  lir.>l  conHdcratioii.  Mi.>s 
(  n>lcr.  if  _\ou  care  lo  ^er  one  of  these  hreediny' 
places  of  panpenMiu  I  shall  l.c  ciiarnud  to  have 
\()ii  inspecl  my  caliin  any  lime." 

"I  am  ^'oinu'  to  show  .Mi>s  ( 'uNler  all  I  he  cal)in> 
ihis  morning',  so  you'd  heller  have  lliem  in  order." 
Candace  warned  lliem.  and  llic  men,  I)eiii<,r  their 
own  liousemaid>,  left  in  some  haste.  Not  till  they 
were  we'l  ilown  ilic  iiill  did  the  two  women  dare 
look  at  each  other.  Then  Lucy  l)r()kc  into  a 
suiolliered  lau^di. 

"Oh,  if  they  ever  found  out!"  she  cried,  lier  face 
|)rc-.■^ed  a^^uust  Candace's  shoulder.  Then  a  soIht- 
ini,'  lIion<,dit  liflc<l  her  head.  "Vou  don't  think 
Iherc  is  anythini,'  in  —  what  Mr.  Jacks  said,  do  you?" 
she  aski'd  anxiously. 

"Of  course  not,  and  neither  does  Palmer  himself. 
He    was    just    talking,'.     \o;    I    agree    with    Dana 
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'^^iilonc,  my  ,|,.;tr  1  ...iiM.lri  .\nii  .,  |,uliy  .>|<| 
lady.  '  Liicy'.^  lau'jlilir  imii  (.\.r  ;ii:;iiti.  \r\  >li.> 
was  not  wholly  nMs^iind. 

"I  Mi[)()UM-  thai  rrtc  h«)nif>  iriL'ht  .i(.  harm,"  -lir 
ptT>i^|((l. 

'"\«'-.  thry  mi^rht.  '^,,,1  alua\^  nm  that  ri>k 
whon  yen  try  (.,  ,1,,  :,r,,.,.|.  ^  mi  mil. I  watch  ami 
judj^'c  (hat  lor  yoiirM'lt  lhi>  -iimmrr.  Ijicv." 

"Hut  you  had  hcin  (onM'dcriii;,'  tlu'  i.ha  lor  \»ar>. 
hadn't  you?" 

"^^^ll.  I  liad  hnii  fcclhii,'  -^orry  for  years.  \vi>hiii<,' 
lliat  \ari.)us  poor  thii.,i,'s  I  knew  could  <r«t  a  com- 
r«'rtal)lc  cliancc  at  liic  country.  I  haven't  put 
any  deep.  <'conomic  thouirlit   into  il,  Tm  afraid."" 
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"Yes:  hut  M)  is  not  ^u'vin,:,'."  said  Candace  mildly. 

'"Every  one  does  ^u"ve.  al  home,  enormous  sums, 
tor  every thin^r.-  And  Lucy  >i-hed  a-aui,  as  thuU|,'li' 
I  he  future  lay  lieavil,\-  upon  her. 

They  v-ent  down  the  hill  an  hour  later,  and  Lucy 
.vearued  to  live  in  each  of  the  pin,,  cahins  in  turn. 
Realization  of  what  tlioe  aromatic  little  homes  must 
mean  to  cramped  refu<;ees  from  the  city  .stru<rf,de 
made  her  ^dow  with  the  joy  of  ^ivin^'.  '  As  Dana 
Malone  iuid  said,  a  rescu(>  was  "fun."  Slie  was 
caofer  to  put  up  nu)re  cahins.  to  make  more  people 
utterly  happy.      Most  of  the  tenants  were  out.  but 
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llu'v  found  Mr.  Dabiicy  on  his  knocs,  planting  ferns 
against  his  front  wall. 

"My  wife  tliinks  it  hioks  so  bare  and  new,"  he 
exphiined.  "Do  you  .suppose  they  will  j^row?" 
His  tone  was  patiently  hopeless,  and  Candace 
paused  to  consider  their  ehanees,  letting'  Eney  go  in 
alone  to  Mrs.  Dahney,  who  always  sat  indoors, 
no  matter  what  lure  the  tlay  outside  might  ofFer. 
She  was  sewing,  and  gathered  up  the  white  breadths 
of  her  work  with  nervous  apology. 

"I  hate  to  have  anyone  see  the  place  looking  as 
it  does,  anyway,"  she  sighed.  "Hut  there  is  no 
phice  to  i)ut  anything.  I  spend  half  my  time  picking 
up,  but  it  doesn't  do  any  good." 

Lucy  coultl  see  no  disorder,  and  sai<l  so.  This  was 
tlie  largest  of  the  cabins,  boasting  a  room  and  a 
half  as  well  as  a  firej)lace,  and  the  streaming  sun- 
light suffused  the  fresh  pine  walls  with  a  golden 
glow.  Casement  windows  framed  broad  pictures  of 
roiling  green  land  and  bkn-  sky.  The  desire  to  move 
in  at  once  made  the  visitor  exclaim  aloud: 

"Oh,  I  do  envy  you,  Mrs.  Dabney!" 

"It  could  be  very  nice,"  Mrs.  Daljney  admitted. 
"But  can  you  iuuigine  building  a  place  with  no 
more  closet  room  than  that?"  She  lowereil  her 
voice,  with  a  cautious  glance  toward  the  two  out- 
side. "A  shelf  with  a  curtain  and  nine  hooks  —  that 
is  positively  all.     It  is  so  stupidly  planned,  anyway. 
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If  you  liave  tlu.t  window  opon  at  i.i^rl.f.  ,|,,,,,.  j,  ^ 
^ale  on  you;  and  if  you  close  it,  you  don't  ^ot  air 
enou^dK  I  spend  half  the  night  opening  and  shut- 
ting  things." 

Lucy   was   trouhh>d.     "Couldn't    you   arrange   a 
screen.-^"  she  suggested. 

"Oh,  it's  hardly  w.Tth  wl.ih'  lo  do  anvthin"  " 
^rrs.  Dabney  press(>d  h.r  thin  fingers  across  her 
1>.^'.  white  forehead.  "Miss  Ware  wants  us  to  stav 
all  suinnier,  but  I  don't  believe  we  .shall.  I  hate 
I'vmg  with  my  tnnd^  in  the  room  —  but  it  is  full 
of  our  things.  As  I  tell  Mr.  Dabnev,  I  shall  be 
more  tired  by  trying  to  ke<.p  pi<.ked  up  than  rested 
by  the  outing.  I  ho,)e  you  will  come  again,"  she 
added  ns  Lucy  rose.  "The  days  are  so  long  in  a 
place  hke  this." 

Lucy    couhl    scarcely    contain    her    protest    until 
they  were  out  of  earshot. 

"Candy,  she  does  nothing  but  comnlain!"  She 
was  Imrt  as  well  as  indii^nant.  "It  is  a  darling 
place,  and  she  can't  talk  of  anything  }>ut  closets. 
Do  let  her  go,  and  give  it  to  some  one  who  will  get 
the  good  of  it." 

Candace's    smile    had    never    been    more    lazily 
tolerant.     "She's  getting  the  good  of  it,  chihl.     She 
has  gamed  five  pounds  at  least  since  she  came,  and 
tier  voice  has  gone  down  two  key.s." 
"But  she  isn't  appreciative " 
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"llo!  You're  thinking'  of  ^Tutitudc,  are  you? 
Enjoy  lliat  wlicii  it  coiiics,  little  Lucy,  but  don't 
concern  yourxlf  about  it  when  it  doesn't.  You  do 
>uch  tliiiiirs  because  you  think  they're  needed: 
thanks  don't  alter  the  results." 

"IJnt  —  i)ut  —  no,  I  tliink  it  is  a  failure.  Candy, 
when  a  person  takes  it  like  that.  She  ous^dit  to  pay 
rent,  thai  woman!     I  should  make  her." 

"Well,  tliis  tenant  is  appreciative,  anyway,"  said 
Candace  soolhin<,dy  as  they  turned  into  the  path 
thai  led  to  Dana  Malone's  hiddeii  dwellinc. 

Da.Ki  had  swept  and  ordered  his  ca!)in  in  a  f,'lory 
of  zeal.  The  joy  of  the  present  had  suddeidy  suh- 
mer-^ed  the  cold  dismay  to  which  he  had  wakened. 
It  was  warm,  bright  June  and  she  was  cominj^: 
Dial  was  enouiih  for  the  hour.  His  l)ed  became  a 
couch,  by  day,  and  a  ureen  burlap  .screen  hid  the 
wa>hstand:  the  rest  was  rough  pine  beams  and 
casement  windows  opening;  widely  into  the  woods, 
and  a  bart'  slick  or  two  of  furniture,  loo  unobtrusive 
to  lake  away  from  llu-  wildwood  charm  of  the  little 
place.  When  all  was  iu  order,  Dana  brought  in 
lavi.sh  armfuls  of  ferns  and  j)ine  boughs,  fastening 
them  up  against  the  walls,  and  dug  up  a  great,  flat 
white  sloiu'  to  serve  as  a  doorstep  to  her  feet.  He 
would  have  brought  in  the  whole  woodland  for  her 
had  .slu-  not  t'lided  his  labours  by  coming. 

She  ])au>ed  on  the  new  iloorstone  with  a  surprised. 
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••Oh!      Oh,    lovely!"    ,|,.(     brought    (  a„da,v    up 
beside  her.  ' 

''Well,  Dana !     Vou  look  like  the  iee-crea.u  booth 
at  Uie  county  fair/'  (he  latter  said  a.inurin^dv 

'Mure  hke  Peter  i>an's  cottage,^  said  tl.e  kindly 
1-ucy.  Aren  t  ue  niternipting  your  work?'*  Hi, 
protest  was  eut  short  l,y  (  andice's  en.phatie- 

Ini  glad  we  did  inlerrnpt  it.  Vou  will  fi„d 
those  young  pine  trees  on  your  hoard  hill  next 
Saturday." 

"Ol.,   conu"!     I  onK    look   branches   tl.at   didn't 

.sho^^^      he   declared    joyously.     -Won't    vou    boll, 

«it  down  and  visit  n.e.^     I  „.^•,,  before  xCas  a  real 

host,  ni  a  home  of  n.y  own.     It's  a  tren.en.lous  i\vl- 

ing.     Miss  Cuyler.  are  you,  here  in  the  Ka..{,  born 

just  yearning  to  entertain,  as  we  are  in  California-' 

I  don't  know."     Lucy's  honesty  was  rehutant. 

I  always  think  of  it  myself  as  something  ralluT 

worrying  and  responsible." 

"Oh,  I  don't.  It's  fhe  dream  of  mv  life  to  come 
out  into  my  own  front  hall  in  a  big  white  waistcat 
and  welcome  a  lot  of  splculid  people  who've  come 
to  dinner!"  H.  hiughe.l,  tilting  back  on  the  piano 
stool  with  a  knee  in  his  clasped  hands. 

"And    you'd    show    them    all    over    the    hou.e  " 
Candace  derided  him. 

"Oh,    yes -the    new    bathrooms    and    the    old 
mahogany   and    the  -  O    Candy,    how    could    you 
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liclp  it?"  he  pleaded.     "Think  what  it  would  mean! 
H.v  jinks!" 

"Well,  if  you  want  lo  hegin  on  the  mahogany, 
Iht-re  is  aelually  some  left,  about  here,"  Candaee 
.suggested.  "The  eolleetors  haven't  found  it  all 
out,  for  some  reason.  I  got  that  old  sideboard  —  did 
you  ntjtiee  it,  Lucy?  -  frtjni  a  farm  o\  er  here  a 
little  way,  and  lliey  had  a  lovely  table  —  possibly 
other  things." 

"Were  they  expensivt'?  "  Luey  asked  with  interest. 

"Dirt  eheap,  a  month  ago.  But  the  people  nuiy 
have  learned  bettir  by  this  lime.  Or  been  cleaned 
out.  Play  something  for  us,  Daiiu  —  .something  of 
your  own." 

He  turned  readily  abonl,  and  iJ  was  then,  with 
hi>  face  bent  over  the  keys,  that  Lucy  ("uyier  r(>ally 
saw  him  lor  the  first  linu'.  Her  eyes  kept  returning 
to  him  with  a  sen>e  of  startled  discovery.  ][  was 
not  a  haud^onie  face,  yi-t  about  the  idt-alistic  brows, 
the  irregular,  jutting  chin  ami  wide,  Ihindipped 
mouth  touched  with  sweetness  at  the  corners,  she 
found  a  laltMit  nobility  that  was  very  close  to 
beauty  ^  that  really  was  beauty,  she  decided,  with 
a  consciousness  of  caught  breath,  when,  at  the  end, 
he  looketl  across  to  her  with  a  smile.  She  had 
scarcely  heard  what  he  playt'd,  but  the  resj)()use 
in  her  face  satisfied  him.  Dana  look  his  music 
very    >imply.     He    knew,    without    vanity,    that    it 
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was  good,  and  loved  i(  frankly,  hut  exacted  notlii.u' 
iroin  otlicrs.  '^ 

"Yoiril   like   this,   too,"   Ik-  said,   and   this   time 
I^uey    h,.anl,    a    liaunte.j.     (Vltic     melody    full     of 
^riM..ls   an.l   dream..     "I  got    that    from   .something 
iny  (irandi'ather  Malone  used  to  play  to  me  on  his 
viuli,,.    wlu-n    I    uas    a    kid,"    he    explained.      "He 
called   it    \Mary  Alone.'     Hc-'d   have  been  a  great 
muMrian  if  he  Juid  ever  liad  a  ehance."     He  would 
have  ri>en,   l,ut   Luey   begge.l  for  it  again.     There 
was  an  ••erie  eall   runm"ng  throngh  it   that  set  her 
Inart   heating:    she  waited   for  its   repetitions   with 
Ihu-ty  eagerness,  an.l  heard  it  end  each  time  with 
a  >a(l  sense  that  she  eouhl  never  have  enough  of  it. 
It  called  and  called  her  until  the  cahin  was  as  rich 
Mi   i-'iamour  a.   tlu-  garden   of    her    secret   girlhood. 
Oh.  the  longing  of  it,  the  weir.l  pain  of  its  moonlit 


crv 


'T)ana.  if  you  play  that  insane  thing  again,  I 
>l'..il  howl  like  a  Io>t  dog,"  exclaime.l  Canchice, 
HMu-.  "Thank  you  for  yoi:r  hospitalitv.  You 
^^  ill  make  a  ,)*-rfeclly  good  host  when  the  time  comes. 
I^ucy,  do  you  want  to  come  hack  to  tlie  house.^ 
^uu  have  sivn  all  the  cahins." 

I^uey  rouM'.i  herxlf  to  the  practical  present  with 
a  famt  sigh.  "Can't  w  ^'o  and  look  at  that  woman's 
;'l'l  furniture?"  she  a.ked.  Candace  consulted 
lur  wateli. 
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"I  (liju'l  tl.iic.  Tile  ^\r\>  will  lie  Ik  re  in  1(>., 
lliaii  i\\\  hour.      IJiil   i  could  tell  vow  liou  to  ffo." 

"\a'[  iiic  >li()\v  her:"  Daiiji  had  slarlt'd  up.  "I 
know:  it  >  I  he  Hairow  lariii.  where  yon  ^e(  your 
«';r,i:>.  May  I,  Mi'->  ruyler  do  \-ou  mind?"  Lucy, 
uilh  a  smile,  did  not  "uniid,"  and  Caridace  went 
.serenely  l»ack  lo  hec  duties,  not  dreaming  tha;  she 
left  Iteliind  her  atiylhiny;  more  interesting'  or  dan- 
gerous than  the  pursuit  ol"  old  I'unulure. 

Lucy  would  ha\('  turned  sh\  wilhont  Candace's 
protecting'  presence,  hut  Damfs  ahsolute  ease  seemed 
lo  Itestow  on  her  some  of  his  freedom  of  spirit.  For 
he  wa^  never  free  and  eas_\-  —  there  was  nothing'  to 
repel:  he  was  simply  incapahle  of  underst.uidinj^ 
the  inxolmdary  harriers  that  may  hamj)er  willing' 
spirits,  '{"he  happiness  of  the  present  was  still 
overflowing;  in  his  xoice  and  <;ait  and  his  solicitous 
care  for  her  as  they  fulloweil  a  ])alh  through  the 
woods. 

"  Lm  glad  you  liked  that  Celtic  thing,""  he  began. 
'"I  have  some  otliers  that  I  nuist  play  for  you.  I 
got  them  all  from  m,\-  grandfather-  hints  of  iheni, 
you  know,  and  the  words  —  so  I  am  going  to 
pultlish  them  under  his  name,  Brian  ^hdone." 

''That  is  very  generous."  said  Lucy,  aiul  sonie- 
Ihing  in  her  secretly  added,  "and  just  what  you 
would  do!"  with  an  intensity  ihaL  brought  a  glow- 
It*  her  face. 


K\  I.R  AFTKH  47 

"Oh,  it's  a  I.Hf.r  name  I'.,,-  ll,,.  M.nus,  anvuav  " 
1.0  (]«Mnnrn.,|.  ^My  ,.„,„.  i.  a  half-luvr.!."  The 
MaloiK's  were  coinin-  ui)  in  (Ik-  wcrl.l  a.  Ii,r  I);,nas 
urn-  (...nin^  ,|,.u„.  ><,  lUvy  uirl,  v.,n  s.v  IM 
'•!'-m^.-  n.y  nam.-  to  IJrian.  only  -  wc-II,  ,nv  .notln-r 
<Mc,vr.uvhn  lotalu.ut  I  he  Danas!'"  u  ith  a  lan^'li 
ol  coriiprchcndinM-  aflVclion. 

'•Oil,    and    (loe>n-t    it    matter    wliaf     thev    cire.j 
^'';out-- afterward!"     It    wa.   a    n.onH-ntous   l.nr^t 
<•!  '•onf,d,.nee  from  Lncy.      "At  tin-  time  von  .lon'l 
'Innk  mnel,  al.ont  it:  yon  want  to<Joyonrown  wav 
nut  when  tliey  ar( " 

Ih-  >i..d.h-d  nn.hM-.stan.h'nKly.  "Y^s;  then  von 
'1-'  f  >ee  how  yon  eonl.l  have  ^.,ne  against  them  .0 
(•rntaily,  ,-very  ehance  yon  had." 

'"A".!  so  yon  try  to  l,e  more  wiiat  lh."v  wante.l  " 
>h"  I.M.kit  np.     '-My  mother  cared  so  ahontemn- 
""l''<'>  and   hoard   meetings  and  charities"    -  the 
!••'"'  '-^"1  I>ronght  them  up  against  a  rail  l\-ne,>,  and 
'-"<y    l.aned   (m    the   bars,    h.oking   ont    across   tlu- 
"'"•"   '''■'•'■^   ^^•'"'    ""■>'>■   <-yes-    -and    I    n.-ver  even 
'■'^'lly   |,st..n..d   when   .he  wanted   to   l.-II   n.e  ahont 
'""••      I    never  asked   qne.tions  or   wnl    will,    her 
"Imyounacconl.      Xever,  once."     Sh- had  fold  f  I,,- 
•"■''"-^'   Mrret    of  luT   life   to   an   ahsolnte  .slran,vr- 
«'"d  yrl  she  was  conscious  only  thai  i  he  moment  was 
'"•   ->'n,.   reason.    I,ig.      D,„a\s   arms    reste.l    iK-side 
^'•■'•> -n  lh<.  fence  raih  his  eyes,  tonche,!  ami  respon- 
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sivc.  followed  hers  to  the  shining  clouds  of  the  far 
hori/on. 

"DoiTl  yon  ihink  Ihcy  nnder>l;ind  —  f:i(licr>  ami 
niollur>?"'  he  Mi-^xed.  *"  Don't  you  Mippox'  they 
renieiiilier  how  they  went  a<.Min>t  their  own  parents, 
and  tlien  hroke  llieir  Iiearl>  oxer  it?  I*eiha})>  that 
is  wliy  they  were  x)  e\ crhot in^'ly  patient  and  for- 
gi\in^':  they  knew  how  it  was  all  K'>"i,i,'  to  wrench 
us,  some  day,  and  that  then  we'd  at  lea>t  renieniher 
wliaf  tl;ev  wanted.      I  think  th(y  knew!" 

"Do  \()n?"  ']'he  tremulous  hoj)*'  in  her  \-oice 
wrun^'  him.     "If  I  could  oidy  he  sure  of  that  I  * 

"Well,  just  think  l)ack;"  he  was  hnriu'riij;  to  help 
her.  "Can't  yon  remember,  when  yon  wer(>  awfully 
eusM'd  and  trying',  how,  suddenly.  Ih.y  would  stop 
l)einf,'  furious,  and  ju>t  f^ive  you  the  sorriest  kind  of 
smile,  a  sort  of,  'Oh,  yon  poor  child!'  look.^  'i'hat 
was  it:  they  were  remembering',  and  realizing  how 
you'd  pay  in  your  turn.    Oh.  of  course  tliey  knew!" 

Lucy  stood  transfi.\(>d  Ix^forc  a  m(>mory,  her  last 
ni(>niory  of  her  mother  able-bodied  and  active, 
though  perhajjs  tli<"  softem'ng  of  the  end  had  already 
touched  her  militant  sj)irit;  for,  before  Lucy's  open 
reluctance'  to  accept  a  charitable  secretaryship,  she 
liad  lai<l  her  large,  strong  hand  on  her  daughter's 
shoulder  \\ilh  a  tolerant  smile.  "Xover  mind, 
ilear,  the  lime  will  come,"  she  had  said.  Until  this 
moment,   that   memory  had   been  a   i>iercing  pain: 
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now  she  saw  it  li<:litcn('(l  of  il.s  rcproarh.  transfused 
uilh  a  hcaiity  of  iiu-aniiif,'  hcfore  wliidi  Ikt  hurt 
-pirit   roM-  up  likr  the  healed  Lazaru>. 

"Oh.     J    (Hdri"L    dream  "    -  ,sh<'    inuniuired;    '"I 

didn't  dream "     Slu-  for^^'ot  to  ^'o  on,  and  Dana 

wait. (I  patitiilly  l.oidr  Ikt,  motioides-,  lot  he 
<li-tiirl)    tlie    big    IhuughLs    reflected    in    her    rai)t 
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A  thru-ii  sang,  .su<klenly,  over  llu-ir  heads,  ck-ar- 
in-  thr  air  h'ke  a  silver  shuw(  r.  They  looked  up, 
Muiiing.  to  find  him.  Dana  ljoyi>lily  vaulted  the 
t)ar>  Itctdrc  letting  th<iii  down  for  her;  he  had  to 
do  >oni(liung  witii  his  hrinuning  vitality.  The 
gli.-tening  j.iljars  of  cloud  on  tlie  far  lu^rizon  had 
hegun  to  show  hlaek  on  thrir  under  sides,  and  a 
hnt'/.e  of  nn">ehievous  meaning  came  dipj)ing  over 
tin-  \()ung  wheat. 

'"Shower."'  he  announeeil  joyously,  and  she  laughed 
a>  at  good  news. 

"\\e  must  hurr\-,"  she  said. 

Tin-  track  along  the  edg(>  of  the  wheat  sloped 
t«nii)tingly  hcfore  them.  Neither  knew  which 
Imumii  Io  run  fir>l  :  perhaps  the  spirit  in  their  feet 
ran  away  with  hoth  at  once.  They  flew  at  top 
>P<ed,  -iiiraculously  without  lahour:  it  was  like 
lli;4hf  in  dreani>,  when  one  skims  the  grass  tops,  high 
••i'-.t>ted  and  arms  streaming.  A  prosaic  ending 
loomed  ahead  in  a  stile  and  a  public  highway,  but, 
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Ixl'orc  llicy  li;i(l  >I;i(k('iH<l.  Lucy's  an^.U- fiillcn'd,  uiui 
slic  .st  (iiiililcd  \\il(ll,\   forward. 

An  |Ii()Ii;^Ii  lii>  a'-iii>  had  hrcii  wailing  I'or  llii-. 
rnomcnt,  Dana  cau^Iil  lur.  <'aii;:lil  lirr  up,  wanu 
and  |)ardiii;,'.  in  a  cla^p  llial  \\a-  like  a  •-lioul  of 
joy.  Slic  wa^  iii-taiitl\'  I'md:  tiol  ;i  (in;:rr  pri'>>ur(' 
did  ^Ih-  iH'rd  for  licr  r<  Ic;i-'r.  llicrc  w;;  not  r\v\\  time 
Tor  a  lliou;4lil  of  r>(ap('.  ^  <t  >lic  had  hccii  ihrrc, 
ill  hl>  arms,  and  Ihcy  holli  knew  it  in  vwry  filirc 
a>  >-h('  hiu/^lu'd  over  ihc  acridtnl,  and  a>.-.nrcd  him 
^hf  was  not  hurl,  ami  stcach'cd  her  K)()>('ncd  hair. 
Shr  crowed  the  slilr  with  threat  (Icc((riiin,  ('\cn  with 
formality',  a>.  thou;4h  tti  atone  for  that  ()iithur>t 
of  youth,  and  Dana  >aw  aj^aiii  hi>  youn^'  (^uccn  and 
Iht'  throne.  IK-  tlid  nut  oflVr  her  ewn  the  tips  ui 
his  lin.ii'ers. 

The  Harrow  farm  hiy  j'i>l  acr()>s  the  hi^liway. 
a  (h-<'ary,  unkempt  pkice,  overrun  willi  chickens, 
'^rhe  fine  ohi  white-piMarecI  liou>e  wa>  rottintr  with 
neglect,  the  harns  sa;,'^'«'d  threateningly,  the  yard 
tliey  crosNcd  was  strewn  with  rul)hish.  Tlie  Bar- 
rows had  <^(ine  down  in  the  worlik  .\  slatternly 
fi^Mire  of  < I iscou raided  middle  aire  opened  the  hack 
door  to  them  an<l  heard  their  re(|ue>t  with  apathetic 
k'\  e>. 

"There's  a  lahle  in  there."  >hv  adnn'tted.  "You 
can  ^()  look  at  it  if  yon  like."  Heyond  a  nod  toward 
a  door,  >he  did  not  oll'er  to  >how  them  the  way. 
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'F"lic\-  <T()>si-(l  ;(  hruiul  hall,  of  li.anl  jful  ptdpor- 
tinii^,  l)iit  iin-pcakaMy  dirty  and  airlr^>.  and  opcnrd 
(lie  dtM.rol'a  l)iV'  rodiM  that  nni-l  lia\c  hrm  liaiidxMnc 
m  il>  day,  Iml  \va>  -(pialid  and  -laincd  ik.w.  I,an- 
I'll!  lor  a  iaiilc  in  IJif  <<'ntn'  and  nrarl\-  dark  lMcaii-,c 
<il  lilt- i^rinif  nn  llif  u  imlow -panc^.  I)a?ia.  sjinddi  i- 
inir.  Iri.'d  lo  Id  in  m>u\v  I'ndi  air,  hnl  tlic  uinddw^ 
wrvv  nailed   fa^l.      Lncy  liad   turned  ea;,;erlv   to  the 
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"O  Mr.  Maloiie!"  ^lie  cried,  excited,  l.nl  ean- 
iioii-.  •"It  is  (,ne  of  llie  old  liiindred-le',';,'ed  (alile>! 
\\\\\,  tliey  are  rai-<'.  aren't   tlie,\?" 

■Si)  it  i>."  he  exclaimed,  henih'n^'  down  to  ex;iinine 
tile  nian\-  >|eni|er.  (luted  let^s  thai  >upporte(l  the 
l)n)ad  leave>  of  the  top.  "Wnd  i|  is  in  pretty  <i(HKl 
onlrr,  too,  What  ;.  finij!"  He  discovered  a  ra" 
and  rul)!)ed  away  some  of  the  dust,  and  they  njoiced 
o\cr  it  until  Lnc\-  was  sci/ed  by  a  panic  fear  that 
another  purchaser  mi^^lit  even  now  he  at  die  door, 
and  hurried  him  l)ack  t<.  the  kitchen.  Tli.'  (|uestion 
of  price  was  always  dreadful  to  her,  and  slie  m<l 
it  Willi  a  (jiiaint  mixture  of  sternness  and  timidity. 
n.  r\cd  l.y  111,.  I.lood  of  old  .Vdriati  Ciiyler  even  while 
(n'eat  Ai'ul  Hetty's  softness  wolilil  iia\  e  lH'<,'^a'(i  oil'. 

"I  likt-  the  table,  Mrs.  Harrow."  sh,.  said.     "What 
did  y(ju        what  will  you  sell  it   for?" 

I  he  worn. in   was  patching'  a   man's  shoe,  fu^'j^n'n^' 
painfully  as  the  needle  stuck  in   the  heavv  leather. 
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"There's  a  kind  of  dcniaiul  f.»r  ih.Mii  things  now," 
sli«  ^;ii.l  \v«;irily.  "W.-  had  a  lot  ..iicc  I  wi-hl^ 
we'd  k.p"  ■(•III.      Ill  h.ivr  t.)  a^k  voii   iiiiK'  dollar>."' 

I);ma  f,M-|)rd  andiMv  .  I.ul  Lucy  iihI  the  pric- 
with  a  j^'iavc  lit  lie  nod. 

"Will   that   include  hoxiii,!,'  it   for    ]ii|)i)in^'?"  >lie 
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"Wc  coulchrf  l>o\  II  very  w.ll;  I.ul  lie'll  d. liver 
il  iiiiywhere.  al.oul  here*"  Slie  \va>  dully  anxious 
not  to  loM-  the  >ale.  Lucy  ai.peared  to  .lehale 
before  coiicedinu  the  point. 

"Very  well.  If  \«>ur  hn-Wand  will  l.rinu  il  up 
to  Miss  AVare's.  I  will  ,i;i\e  him  the  inone.\  :  nine 
dolhirs."  For  the  iir>t  lime,  the  woman  -howe<l  a 
>p:irk  of  human  feeling,'.  Her  hand>  i)au>ed.  and 
>he  lift<Ml  her  head. 

••\o:  vou  i.av  me."  sJie  >aid  >leridy.  "Ih-'iufX 
it  when  you  like:  l)ut  you  <;ive  il  to  mr:'  The  clo^- 
in^'of  her  lips  told  hitter  trulh>.  Then  the  >park 
i\\ci\  out  and  sh.'  w.iit  on  <lo^rKi'<Hy  stahhin^'  the 
noodle  ihrouKh  the  har>h  leather. 

They  <:"l  away  with  a  sen-<e  of  esca])e,  hreatliiiif,' 
deep  the  clean  June  air,  feelin-,'  a.  if  their  ^Mrnients 
and  hands  still  held  the  smell  of  stale  poverty. 
Lucy  would  have  heen  -ay  ov.r  her  bargain,  hut. 
Dana  was  unre>pon.>ive.  and  lii^  face  was  .so  down- 
ca.sl  thai  ,shi>  f*ll  silent,  wondering'.  When  ho 
turned   to  help  her  over   the   stile,    their  eyes   met. 


i:VFR  AI  TKll 


AS 


"You  think  it  f>  a  ^^'ooil  t;ili|c.  don't  you?"  she 
a-k<(l.   liiiiid  a^'.'iin  hcforc  lii>  <  li:iii;4c  of  iikmxI. 

'■'I'li.it '■-  jn>t  it  !"  lit'  rc-lcd  an  rlhou  on  tlii-  lop 
•-|t[).  facing:  her  <'a<,'crly.  yd  lircatliini,'  n<rvou>ly 
with  thr  (h'flicidly  of  cxijlainin^'.  "NOii  dmrt 
know,  of  cour^i';  lull  down  in  \<\v  ^  iirk  I'm  alway-. 
laowlini:  al)oul  the  antii|ni'  Nhoj)^.  aufl  I  know 
ihat  a  lahh-  hkf  llial,  pnl  in  or(hr,  wonhl  >(ll 
for  -I  \cnly  or  ci^lily  <h)nar>,  t'a>iiy  —  mort-  on 
I'iltli  Aviiiiic.'* 

"\i-~y  II<-r  clear  ry(>>  allowed  oidy  puzzlcti  (ju«'>- 
t  idii.  and  hi-'  colour  ro>c. 

"Doii'l  you  >cc?  Any  dcahr  would  ^ivc  Iht 
Iw'iily  dollar^  or  even  t\vcnly-li\-c  like  a  >hol  if  >li<' 
knew  cnou;.'h  to  avk  it.  And  >h(  '^  >o  liorriltly  poor' 
\  nil  couldn't  he  expected  to  know  ahout  prices;"  hi>. 
Voice  caressed  lier;  "hut  I  do.  and  I  was  wonderiu",' 
if  you  wotddn't  let  me  —  oh.  you  kiu)W,  suppose  I 
hou^dd  half  of  it,  and  we  ^'ave  her  twenty  dollars? 
\  could  perfectly  Well  —  don't  hale  mel  Only  she's 
so  liorrilily  poor!" 

llcr  eyes  wert>  >till  lifted,  hut  they  looked  slraine(l 
and  fri::htened.  Mid  the  colour  was  rushing  to  her 
\ery  hair.  He  could  not  know  that  Luc\-.  lo\-er  of 
every  aspect  of  l)(>auty.  and  >o  o])en  at  that  nionient 
to  new  influence  that  the  \'oices  of  the  past  in  her 
Were  feelile  —  that  Lucy,  a>hanic(l.  and  yet  mo\ed 
lieyond  minding:  her  shame,  was  m  s*.'"il  swept   to 
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licr  kiicr-,  licl'orc  liiiii.      He  >lriick   llic  sl'p  willi  ;i 
(ics|)rr;ilc  li-t. 

"rill  a  I'odl.  I'm  a  fool,"  lie  inultcrcd. 

"Oil,  >(>ii  arc  lirlil!"  He  >:i\v  ralluT  lliaii  licarfl 
tlic  cliokcd  \vlii-|)cr.  "^'('U  art'  liciiitiriilly  ri^lit  I 
ril  (Id  it  iioi  you  I  will  pax-  liir  well.  Oji.  I 
am  ^o  ,:;la(l  xoii  >ai(l  lliat!""  The  la-l  words  wrrc 
aiidililc.  and  hrouulil   1h  r  liaiids  into  lii>. 

"NOiTrc  >o  l()\»'ly,"'  In-  >laiiiin(  red. 

"  1  liadiil         rcali/cd 

'"NO,  of  coiirx'  iiol  you  couldn't  I  liul  I  liad 
lo  >;i\'  it 

"I  am  >o  <;lad  you  — —  " 

A  >pla-li  ol'  walrr  in  llicir  t'ac'(>s  hrou^lil  llu-ni  l)ack 
lorarlli  with  a  >liock  that  ended  in  slarlled  lauirliler. 
Tlie  >liowei-  wa>  clo-e  upon  llieni.  'I'liey  Imrried 
up  llie  liill  aiul  di\cd.  l.reat)ile».  into  tlie  shelter 
ol'  llie  woods  just  ill  lime  lo  escape  dreiichini,'.  'Vhc 
palli  wa>  >lill  dry.  ImiI  llie  ru>li  of  rain  over  their 
fii-een  roof  showed  Ihat  it  would  not  >tay  dry  lonfj. 
They  were  lioth  thinking'  of  the  hroad  sweep  of  open 
niendow  heiweeii  L;ic>"  and  the  house.  Presently 
Dana  hurried  ahead  lo  plunge  iiilo  his  cahin.  coming' 
out   with  an  old   raincoat   over  his  shoulders. 

*'^'ou  w.iil  in  there."  he  commanded,  as  impcri- 
onsl>-  as  he  had  ordered  her  away  from  the  carriage. 
al   lirsl    si^lit.      "'I'lM  .^oin:;-  up  to  p-t   your  thinfrs." 

"IJut    if  I   lo(^k   the  coat—"  she  lie^an.     The 
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iiK'ii  (if  that  old  rubber  i;aniH'ii(  toiichiiit;-  Iut  was 
iiiip()>>il)l(.'  to  liiin. 

"■()h.  no;"'  with  a  »|uick  I'mwii.  ■"HcMMrN,  yon 
iiiii>t  ha\«.-  riibbir>,  and  an  iinibrclla.  1  won'l  In- 
IdliU." 

lie  waited  no  time  wailin^^  for  licr  consent,  and 
Iaic,\-,  warned  l>\  a  cold  splash  on  iier  thin  .slee\e, 
stepped  into  thi-  cabin.  She  was  ^lad  to  be  by 
herself  for  a  niornont,  to  catch  her  breath  spiritually 
as  Will  as  bodil\.  \{'[  slie  did  not  succeed  very 
well.  The  little  ^M-een-bowered  place  was  still 
eclioin;;-  to  her  of  "'Mary  Alone."  .VII  the  warm, 
stirring  experiences  of  fjie  niorniny  came  back  toiler 
set  to  that  lon^q'n-,^  call.  Sjie  sal  with  her  head  in 
her  hands,  lier  «'ars  .m)  filled  l)y  inner  voices  that 
she  (lid  not  hear  a  li<il  I  .step  runnin;.,'  aionj,'  the 
path,  and  started  violently  as  sonic  one  cauic  throu<;h 
the  open  door  with  a  jump. 

Ludlani  al.^o  started,  but  (juicklv  recovered  him- 
self. 

"Ah.  Miss  Cuxlerl  So  yon  are  a  refu,<i:ee.  too?" 
Iif  exclaimed.  >ettin^'  a  laryc  canvas  carefully  apiiiist 
the  wall.      '"Where  is  our  liost.^" 

"He  has  ver\  kindly  ^'one  up  to  I  lie  housc  for 
my  tllin^^s;"  Lucy  spoke  with  a  gentle  formality 
liial.  for  some  unr<  •■  -ni/.ed  reason,  kept  Ludlani 
inMii  takiii.i;  a  sea'  lie  leaned  ^q-acefully  a^Miiisl 
ihe  doorpost. 
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"What  a  lot  of  real  sacrifice  Uie  conventions 
dcmaiul  of  us,"  he  ohsiTved  throu<fh  his  smallest 
smile.  "In  a  >impler  world  he  could  have  had 
the  ^reat  pleasure  of  ^helleriu;^  yuu  until  the  shower 
had  passed." 

i.ue\'  decided,  (juite  suddenly,  thai  she  did  not 
lik<'  this  hlond  m;in  with  his  glances  and  his  little 
pointed  heard  and  hi>  loii^',  [jointed  elbows, 

"In  a  simpler  world  one  nn';4ht  not  mind  ^eltin*^ 
wet."  shi-  said  with  a  (juiel  dignity  that  was  wholly 
\'iclorian.  Lu<llam  felt  her  unreasonable.  He  knew 
thai  he  had  charm,  and  was  irritated  when  others 
were  loo  perverx"  to  recognize  it.  lie  would  waste 
no  more  of  what  lie  called  "Ludlam  at  his  best" 
on  this  stiff  little  person  from  ^Massachusetts,  but 
would  descend  at  once  to  conniionplace  methods. 
So  he  told  her  what  he  hid  meant  lo  roerve  for  a 
sarpri.se.  a  (Klicate  climax  to  ;i  series  of  charming 
ell'ecls  in  conversation. 

"Ever  since  you  came,  Miss  ("uyler,  1  hav<'  been 
cherishing  a  wild  hope  that  you  migiit  recognize 
me,"  he  began.  lie  had  at  le;'.st  rouxd  her  interest: 
her  eyes  (luestioned. 

"IIa\e  we  mel!'"  she  asked,  as  he  did  not  exphiin. 

"Not  mel,  exactly.  I  was  an  unknown  tres- 
passer stealing  a  skiteli.  you  wert'  the  lady  of  ihe 
manor,  who  deli\'ered  me  out  of  tile  hands  of  an 
angry  gardener.     It  was  three  summers  ago."     lie 
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paused  hopefully  for  her  recognition,  but  she  looked 
only  politely  regretful. 

"So  many  artists  have  skefelie<l  on  our  i^oint." 
die  apologized.  That  gav(>  him  i)auM'.  very  nnich 
a^  it'  >he  had  said  that  i)hotographers  often  gathered 
there.  A  visible  moment  for  recovery  was  needed 
before  he  went  on. 

*'I  simply  wanted  you  to  know  that  I  owe  to 
you  and  your  i)oint  what  many  people  have  con- 
si.lered  my  best  work.  The  j)icture  was  in  the 
Aeademy  two  winters  ago  and  made  rather  a 
MHsilion."  lie  was  beginm'ng  to  get  back  lu's 
i!-ual  tone.  "It  is  a  good  thing  to  .>hake  Xew  York 
up  once  in  a  while  —  set  the  critics  praising  and 
s((.lding.  and  fighting  one  another.  Echoes  of  it 
nia.\-  have  reached  you." 

Lucy's  vague  nuirnuir  might  have  been  taken 
for  a>sent  had  it  not  stood  so  much  more  plainly 
for  inattention.  Ludlam's  vanity  was  not  of  the 
dull  kind.  He  withdrew  into  a  bored  >ilence.  which 
la>tfd  nntil  the  touch  of  a  fern  on  his  ear  drew  his 
glance  to  the  walls.  Their  carefully  massed  gr(>enery 
brought  a  startled  frown.  He  had  tactfully  absented 
hiniM'lf  when  his  own  cabin  was  visited  that  morn- 
Hig,  but  he  had  first  strewn  it  with  interesting 
sketches,  and  had  l)rought  up  from  the  bottom  of 
his  trunk  various  vohwues  of  distinction  —  Verlaine, 
St.    Francis,    Walter   Pater  —  which    he    threw    on 
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t;il)lc  .iih!  coiicli.  ()l)vi()U>ly,  thi>  wild  We  trrncr 
liail  ;il><»  Ix't'ii  iii()\c'(l  lo  (Ifcoratc  l'(ir  lii>  j;m'.>l ;  and 
had  done  it  willi  a  cniilc  (>|niim>^  that  >h()iild  have 
oll'ciidcil  a  ;;'irl  ol'  x'li^it  ivc  pti-ccpl  ioi  >.  ()l)\-i()U>l\-, 
loo,  Iawv  ( 'u.\  l('r'>  i)()>ili()ii  in  tln'  world  wa>  not 
Ihf  .sccrri  up  licrc  thai  lif  hail  iiiia^diird  it.  'Ihc 
rawuos  of  the  pcrrormancc  inadr  him  >hi\'.'r  di>- 
^ii>t('dly. 

'"Maloiic  sccius  lo  have  pa»('d  a  i>y  nioniiiif,'," 
he  ol)N(r\cd.  '"I  IVcI  mtv  ix'mi>>;  I  >hoMld  at  K-ast 
lia\r  put  '  \\  clcouic'  oNcr  my  door."  lie  couhl  not 
ttll  whrlhcr  >hc  i^noii'd  or  (|uitt'  mi>s('d  tin-  covert 
d('ri>ioM  ot  hi>  toiu-. 

"I  ihoui^ht  yo'ir>  hjoked  very  chariuinix."  .shi- 
>aid  simply. 

"If  you  like  lhi>  >()rl  of  ihiui;;""  he  >liru^'^'e(| 
e\pi'e»ively.  "The  syhau  <loes  not  aj)pea!  to  nie. 
\{n\  know.  I  am  ahox'e  all  thing's  urhan.  "^  ou  may 
think  that  >tran<;(\  e()n-iderin<4-  the  character  of  my 
work;  liul  it  i>  true."  In  the  j(»y  of  >elf-(  xpression, 
he  artieulaled  more  and  more  lieautifully ;  liis  lei-lh 
were  >li.i:hll\"  l»ared.  a-,  ihou.uh  to  hite  the  words 
oil"  ux^vv  neatly.  "If  come^  from  wlial  I  .sometiuies 
call  my  dualit.w  A>  a  painter,  I  i,^et  e\-erylhin<;'  from 
nature;  lud.  Mie  niomeiil  m\-  work  is  done,  the  man 
Ludlam  as>erl>  him-elf  and  demands  ei\ilizatior. 
Frankly.  Mi--<  ( 'uyler.  don't  you  find  tliis  hfe  h' re 
a  hideous  liorrr " 
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'■^'oii  liii(J  il  x)!'"" 

-Ol,.  ,lc[)ns.in,-  lu.ycii.l  uonl,:  One  i.iako  um- 
cf  Die  I)I;mv.  I(  ,\  j,,.,.,..  [f  ..;,V(>  i.k.ii.-v  I  qnilf 
tV.inkly  fin.l  (hat  <|,>iral.lr.  j„>t  .,|  tiw,  n.o.Mc.it. 
II  '!"«-  well  ciKM.-li.  H„|  |1„.  iHopI,-  aivirt  fxactly 
"iir  M,ft  -you  iiiu>(  a.linil  ll,;,t.  One  IVcls  kiinlly, 
"i  (•<'iir>(':  I, 111  ;,  ui,|  liJ,,.  _v(,u  caii'l  find  it  .>afi>fyin-.-' 

"I  ^Iioii.M  scarrrly  .|;,y  if  I  ,|i,l  „„t;'  '  Lm-y 
>!mkr  iM<liir,.,vi,||y.  hut  lor  a  M'cmd  IJiuc  thai 
"""■iiiii-  >lic  \\a>  hot  with  |)rol(->f.  Uvv  giH  was 
l-fn.:^  ixpN.ilr.l.  UM.I  witli  ronlrnipt:  for  T  >c'Coml 
I  line  >h('  >a\\   il     -,  a  I'aihiiv 

••')h.  '.lay':  Our  ,.tay>  Lrcaux-  i|  !>  ca^y.  Hut 
whi  II  I  licar  rapturo  oxer  it 

I  lin.u,-h  Mu-  open  window  l.ucy  >aw  Dana  colnin;,^ 
.'"d  >iarU"d  up  with  a  nVwi'  that  wa.  uncoiLscioiisJy 
Ir.iiik. 

"Wrrr  aiv  my  Ihinn-s."  she  cxclainuvk  "()  Mr. 
Malcac.  you  aiv  (h-cnchcl!     I  am  >o  >orry." 

;).nia  >Iiook  I  lie  water  from  Im".s  hair  with  a  !au-h. 

"It  <i(.('su*t  matter.  Oh.  h.-llo,  Ludlam!"  flis 
\'M-(v  chan-cl  as  hr  >aw  the  other  man,  l,ut  he  was 
'""  i'liutely  Iiospitahh-  to  reniemlnT  prejudices 
'"i.l.r  hi.  own  roof-tree.  '"  Make  yourself  eomfot- 
^'I'l"'-  Now,  Miss  Cuyh-r!"  He  km-Ii  and  pul  on 
J"  r  (Mr,  shoes,  then,  aft.-r  liohiin-  her  raincoat  for 
'"'•r,  opened  the  near  >ilk  umbrella  with  Ihe  cherries 
•'"  I'"'  lia.ulle.      Lucy  sensitively  ^danced  iir,  to  s,-e 
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if  hv  wcrr  scorning.'  it;  llicii  (]:o])pc(l  h.-r  eyes  wilh 
:i  ciuickcncd  colour,  th<"  K.ok  sin-  im't  was  so  liltlc 
akin  to  scorn.  lie  k.pl  llic  unil.ivlla  in  hi.>  own 
hanik     "I'll  l;iki-  you  home.""  hr  said. 

She  prot«'slc.l,  would  not  hear  of  it,  l)ut  Dana 
.simply  wailed  for  lur  lo  <onic.  smiling'  instead  of 
a^^^lin-■,  and  >hc  went  oil'  outwardly  ainioycd  at 
his  olotinacy.  inwanlly  njoicin<:  in  his  .slrcuKlh. 
Thry  ha<l  holh  I'oi-otlcn  laidlani.  who  looked  after 
them  from  lli«>  window  with  a  smile  thai  was  very 

small  indeed. 

The  rest   of   that   day  had  a  curious  (piality  for 
Lucy.     A  bright  haze  seemed  lo  lie  helween  her  and 
all    reality,    and    oidy    hy    determined    etVort    could 
she  keep   her   eyes  clear   and   her  ears   oi)en.     The 
moment  she  was  alone,  it  rolled  al.out  her  until  >he 
sat  fixed  in  the  centre  of  a  shining'  web.  motionless, 
uncurious,    and    marvellously    <ihH\.      Conscientious 
hahil  drove  her  down  to  the  others,  and  her  surface 
self  li-AVv  and    look   impressions  just   as   usual;  yet 
she  fell   as  if  her  soul  had  sent   forth  her  body   to 
cl(,  its  work,   while  it    remained  aloof,  busied  with 
its  own  glorious  alVairs. 

The  rain  soon  passed  over,  and  the  old  farmhouse 
opened  to  let  out  a  stream  of  girls.  They  sprea.l 
down  the  sunny  meadows  with  laughter  and  cries 
of  delight  ami  little  aindess  runs,  and  an  auburn- 
h:'.iri-d    youn.g   woman    was   promptly   mounted   on 
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the  white  horse.  Thry  all  kn.w  one  another,  anrl 
t(.  Lucy  their  comradely  ease  was  a  little  terrifyinp. 
'riiouiih  several  had  reached  her  own  twenty-three 
yrars  and  two  were  distinctly  older,  they  M-enic(J 
In  have  kept  a  schooled,.]  (|nality  thai  >h.-  had  n.ver 
known.  Her  inipnl.iv.'  first  Ihou-ht  was  IJiat  siic 
<lid  not  lik<-  Iheni:  then  >h.-  told  hei-Mlf  that  that  was 
iinf  -hi.-.'"  and  set  out  witii  a  reflection  of  (ireat 
AnnI  lolly's  .shy  loveliness  in  iicr  face  to  niak<" 
frieii.ls.  'J'lu-y  met  h.r  cordially,  considered  her 
•'i.crlVclly  sweet,"  and  |)resently  forgot  all  about 
li-r  in  the  excitement  of  orKaiu/.ing  a  game  of  base- 
hall,     .^hf  slipi)c'd  away  unnoticed. 

The  .strange  glamour  rolled  up  about  her  again 
a>  ><).ai  as  she  was  free  of  tiicm.  She  wandered 
x.iguely  about  the  helds,  climbing  Hill,,  hills  and 
Mlling  down  beside  running  wal.r.  utterly  happy 
;'fid  un(|uestiom*ng.  The  smell  of  sweet  fern  was 
d.>(in,'<l  to  stir  her  heart  for  years  to  come,  because 
>Ur  held  a  i)iece  of  it  in  her  hand  all  that  dream- 
liaunlcd  afternoon. 

Dimier  had  been  a  pleasant  occasion  to  Lucy  the 
night  before,  but  to-night  she  felt  herself  swamped 
!>'  munbers,  and  ate  in  shy  silciuv.  At  Iicr  first 
glance  toward  the  other  end  of  the  table  she  met 
J)una  ^Lilone"s  dark  gaze,  and  did  not  dare  look 
I'l^'t  way  again.  As  soon  as  the  meal  was 
done,  she  escaped    to    her  room;    yet  some  veiled 
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in.luut    I. .1.1    h-r    that     llw    <l.i>     \va>   not    uvw   for 

'"'  • 

The  c-loiKllos  western  -^ky,  rising  from  >liil  white 

,l,.,>lh.  nf  luminous  pearl  thn,u-li  the  .lawnin-    ^'reeti 
„!•  ,.,.rli..^'  sea-waves  to  a  frail  echo  „1'  ^nuu-  far-oH 
(lu^h.   .In-w   h.r   t.)   the  win.low   and   luM  her   there 
„„  her  knees.      Heantv  was  to  her  a   mi-hty  voice, 
nrver  heard  without   an  awed  resix.nse.     The  cares 
thai    infesle.l    her    town    days    had    shrivelled    away 
like  coarse  outer  petals  no  lon-er   needed:     she  felt 
l„.,.>rlf  expandin-  into  M.uiethin-  white  ami  lovc-ly 
j.M.l  fra-rant,  lloatin-  on  the  vast,  still  pool  of  nif^dil. 
She   ha<l    c<.me    upstairs    Iremhlin-   l.efore   a    dim 
consciousness  thai    soiuilhin-  was  happenint,'.     She 
,,icd    to  <-xpl:.in    the   su.lden    rush   of   happiness  l.v 
il.ol.vious  causes:   il  was  hh-ssed  to  he  with  ( -amlace 
au.l  to  catch  a  little  of  lu-r  amazing'  ease  m  human 
relalions  l.v  sheer  woiuler  at    it;  it   was  interesting 
,„    ,„.,.i    a    m-w    w<.rld    an.l    make    new    friends;    it 
was  l.ev..nd  everything  ^'ood   to  he  hw  oi  .mleals, 
with  l.eautv  for  her  daily  companion  and  the  effort 
,,,,p,o.l„;..  it  her  only  task.      Yet  there  was  more. 
Some  uew  wim-  was  distilled  in  this  hii^h  air,  some 
stirring,  openin-  <inalily  that  lay  like  a  ^lint  of  gohl 
dust  over  all  her  surn.nndini:-  and  <:ave  her  a  ma^ie 


sense  of  imi)endin^'  joy 


The  namahle  satisfactions 


were  for-otten,  or.  rather,  fnscd  into  a  i,^reat.  word- 
less juhilation  as  she  knelt   l.ef,.re  the  wide  m^^ht. 
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All  Ikt  frr>li  youii;,'  ><)ul  >lr;iiiu<l  u|)  iiiid  up  lo  mctt 
it>  l)rnf(licliun. 

A  >oiin(l  l)r<)ii<.'lit  litr  l»ack  lo  earth.  Init  ^o  ^'ciilly, 
.so  graciously,  >lit'  \va>  ^carrcly  (■oii>(iou>  ol'  tin- 
rclurii.  Tlu-  woodland  l)«'lo\v  took  on  a  Noicc.  and 
a  faint  cello  ol  '".Mary  Alone"  ro>e  from  it>  >liado\\ . 
No  I)uildin;^'  \va^  to  lie  ^een  from  Lue\">  window,  l>nl 
llie  mouth  of  the  path  leading'  to  I)ana'>  cahin 
could  he  made  out  at  the  wood's  ci\<i<-.  It  wa>  a 
compo>er'>  touch  on  the  piano,  not  technicall.\' 
niasterfnl,  huL  warm,  intimate,  creative.  Aj,Min  and 
again  the  h)nging  strain  drew  itself  out  jusl  heyond 
reach:  soft  pedal  or  <li>tance  kept  it  tantali/.ingl\' 
blurred.  The  need  to  luar  it  wholly  and  sati^ly- 
ingly  drew  Lnc\-  like  thir>l.  (ir>t  down  to  the  deserted 
side  porch,  then  down  the  hill  to  the  edge  of  the 
woodland,  llu'U,  a  ^tep  at  a  time,  along  the  dark 
tunnel  of  the  path  that  led  lo  the  cahin.  She  diil 
not  smile  over  the  adventure,  there  was  no  mixhief 
in  her  >ilent  approaeii.  Something  stronger  than 
music  was  drawing  lu-r.  In  all  her  cool,  quiet  girl- 
hood she  liad  never  before  heard  that  sunnnons,  and 
now.  hearing  it  suddenly  at  full  strength,  tliongh 
without  a  glinuner  of  Mnderstanding,  she  obeyed  it 
as  simply  as  wi>c  men  follow  a  star. 

Dana,  in  his  nnlighted  cabin,  was  playing  to  lier, 
consciously  calling  and  calling  \u  v  through  the 
recurring   strain,   letting   its  lonely   pl;iinl    grow    to 


01 


EVER  AFTER 


hunpT  and  appeal,  and  finally  ri>o  to  a  I, older  cry, 
Ixforc  which  Lucy  woke  \\\\h  a  fri^'tileiied  .start 
;iii(l  fl«-<l  noiselessly  iiway.  After  Sh.il  Dana  sat 
for  a  lonj,'  time  with  lii>  ar'-  >  cro^sci  on  the  niusic- 
rc>t  and  his  forehead  pro-ed  against  I  hem.  For, 
thron^di  th<'  open  window,  he  had  seen  the  gleam 
of  her  while  gown. 
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No  EARTHLY  power  could  slop  il.  Lucy  inii^'lit 
witlulraw  holiiiul  her  sliynos,  >p«n(l  lior  <l;iy>  work- 
ing' with  IIk-  l)u>y  clii^s,  kivp  hvv  c-yos  on  her  phitc 
at  (liniuT,  Dan;i  mi^'lit  prustratc  liiin.si'lf  nij^'litly 
bfforr  tlic  grim  fads  of  his  hopch-.s.s  poverty  and  hi> 
{,'eiirral  unworthiiiess;  yet  the  stolen  tide  swept 
steadily  on  until  "all  the  world  was  in  the  sea."  and 
not  fright  nor  iionour  nor  any  mortal  !)arrier  could 
keep  their  eyes  from  leaping  together  when  they 
met.  After  thai,  Lucy  took  to  wandering  away 
from  the  elnss;  and,  as  she  was  a  privileged  pui)il, 
the  absorbed  C.  adace  never  thought  of  f|uestioning 
her.  There  was  no  understanding,  spoken  or  tacit, 
with  Dana  ^Ialone,  and  ye',  the  first  time  she 
deserted  the  earnest  colony  of  camp  stools,  within 
five  minutes  she  had  come  ui)on  him,  leaning  over 
the  rail  of  a  little  bridge.  The  radiance  of  his  un- 
spoken welcome  drove  her  to  a  hasty  n-fuge  in  words. 

"I  ran  away  from  work,"  she  explained. 

"So  did  I.  How  can  one  work!"  The  exclama- 
tion acknowledged  so  much  that  again  Lucy 
scrambled  to  .shelter. 

65 
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•Wliiil  air  vdii  woikiii;;  al!'"  >lir  a>k<(|.  tlioppiuK' 
pclihlrN  upon  Imt  n  llcclioii  in  the  |)()(»l  Itrlow. 

■ril  itll  you  M)Mu-  tiiur.  iMta>f  <lon"l  you 
inakr  uu-  l\'il  as  if  :>i.nm'  our  wwv  liilliu;,'  you  in 
IIh-  l;Hf.'* 

She  lau^lutl.  ai\<l  lo>M'(l  a  pibblc  llial  .^lialliTi'd 
lii>  iiua^M'. 

•"Now  sonic  one  is  liitlluu  you  in  llu'  fac-c." 
.sln'>ai<l.      '■  IIow  tloi>  an  Iri>liniaii  lakrlhal.-' 

"Ah.  il'  ilV->  a  la.ly.  lie  Im--  lu  r  lo  k.cp  ri-,'lil  on!" 

Lucy,  of  <oin-M-.  (lcsi>tc<l.  I'rcscully  llic  two 
iinaK»'>>  were  h.okinj,'  gravely  up  at  llieiu  again  from 
tlie  stilled  pool. 

"I  think  we  ought  to  iulnxlucc  lliciu,"  she  oh- 
.•serveij.  "'\o  l)e  ill  sUch  a  little  i)ool  together  and 
not     kn(»\v    <aeh    other     uui>t     be    awkward,    tlon't 

you  think?" 

••I5ul  w»'  weriu'l  introduced  mitil  hours  after 
we  met.  Suj)posc  M)me  otic  had  dropped  into  thai 
road  and  said,  'Mr.  Maionc,  Mis>  Cuylcr'  — oh, 
it  wouldn't  have  been  half  so  wonderful.  Let  them 
find  each  other  out."  Their  eyes  met,  laughing 
acknowledgment  of  tlie  deliciousness  of  "fooling." 

">Vc  will  come  here  to-morrow  and  see  how  they 
are  getting  on."  she  said.  "Then,  if  they  seem  stiff 
v^r  cTubarrasscd.  we  can  helj)  them  out." 

"T!u\v  won't  1><-  stilV  after  twenty-four  hours  of 
June."  Iw  assured  her.  stretching  out  his  arms  as 
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llion^li  to  hikf  in  ;ill  tlic  <l;i\  ">  l(»\<liiir>s.  "I 
lliiiik.  if  you  (loii'l  iiiiml.  Mi--  ( 'ii_\  Icr.  \\»  M  liilfcr 
kiuK-k  oil  llu'  l»ri»l^f  li»-iMont)\\  IxI'oi*-  wf  look 
over. 

It  u;i>  li;ii(l  to  krcp  a  >liai;^'lil  facr,  Ihil  liUcy 
acliicvi'tl  il.     *"I  (lout  >»■«•  wliy."  >lif  >ai<l. 

'"No,  I  (loiTt  rillicr,"  lie  amrndril.  >o  lia>lilv 
that  llu-  lady  in  tli«-  pool  woultl  lia\f  >lio\vii  a  tiny 
(Tocrnl  moon  li^tn  in  cillicr  <litrk  liad  tlit-  li^lit 
l)«'tn  .>tron^  cnon^di.  "Did  yon  lifir  al)oi.l  onr 
\onnj,'  Knssian  frii-nd!''"  lie  added,  ptnitrntly  «aL,'tr 
l\)r  a  safe  t(»pic. 

"No        what?" 

"Ilf  lit  out  this  morninji  without  a  woi'l  to  any 
one  -  i)a(kc(l  liis  di>lu's  and  went  lionic.  Mi  <s 
Warr  lias  found  out  tliat  lu'  took  tlu-  early  train 
for  town,  so  >lu'  i^ii'l  worried  about  liini.  Hut  il  was 
a  cool  perfornianee,  wa^iTl  ill"  He  was  .surprised 
at  the  feeling'  Lucy  .showed.       Her  eyes  (jnite  flashed, 

"I  Ihink  il  was  ahoiniiiable,"  .-.he  exclaimed. 
"How  (Jill  peoi)le  be  so  —  so  unai)preciativel  He 
nii<j;ht  at  lea>t  have  .>aid  j,'oo(l-bye."  She  luriu-d 
away  from  the  pool  as  Ihou^di  its  charm  were 
l)roken  for  her.  "I  wonder  if  vou  reall\-  can  help 
people'."" 

"I  tried  to  make  friends  with  him,""  Dana  ex- 
plained as  they  left  the  road,  taking'  a  path  tiiat 
wound   steeply    uj)    thron;,di    the    wood.->.     "Hul    he 
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was   a   queer,   dismal   chap,   and   he  had   so   little 
En^'li>h.     I  coiililn't  get  anywhere." 

"No;  hut  I  am  tiiinkinji  of  these  eahins.'  ucy 
was  mount inu  with  an  energy  that  was  stili  ip.lig- 
nant.  "They  were  meant  —  evidently  —  to  make 
j)c()i)li-  so  very  happ^  ;  and  tiiey  seem  such  a  failure. 
No  one  really 

'"I'hey  !iav(>  made  one  man  very  happy."  Dana 
interruplcd,  holding  out  liis  hand  to  lielj)  her  up  a 
steep  pitc-h.  Luey  eaughl  the  stem  of  a  sapling 
and  drew  lier>elf  tip  unaided. 

"Vos.  Mr.  Willing."  she  admitted.  Her  griev- 
nnee  had  >udde!dy  eva.)orale(i.  and  her  eyes  were  full 
of  laughter. 

"Oh.    Willing    would    !»«■   happy    anyway.     That 

is  'his  luck.'  "' 

"Vou    would,    too.    wouldn't    you?     Aren't    you 

II  happy  person?" 

"At  this  nnnufe.  yes." 

"No,  hut  usually?" 

"I  have  l)(>en  —  (  r  thought  I  was.  I  didn't 
know  wl'.at  th(>y  really  were  —  happiness  and 
unhappiness  —  till  1  eame  here."  His  hand  went 
out  again,  and  though  the  i)ath  was  easy  enough 
;it  the  moment,  hers  sprang  to  mert  it.  \Mth  that 
soft  treasure  in  lii>  possessicm.  l);na  forgot  every- 
thing: he  stood  holding  it  in  both  hands  against 
hi>  coat  as  he  might  have  held  a  frightened,  throb- 
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bing  bird.  The  instant  it  stnijifiled,  he  opened  liis 
hands  and  let  it  (hirt  away.  I'iu'v  went  on  in  silence, 
Lucy  springing'  ahead.  I'resenlly  the  woodi  ended, 
brinf^'ing  them  out  on  a  stony  hilltop.  crowue(l  with 
an  aged,  weather-beati-n  oak.  They  >at  down  in  its 
shade,  their  eyes,  grave  enough  now,  following  the 
contours  ol"  the  big.  rolling  land  Ix-t'ore  fheni. 

"ril  tell  you  now  what  I  am  doing,"  Dana  began, 
leaning  back  on  one  elbow.  "I  can  write  uuisic,  you 
know.  I  mean,  I'm  trained:  I'm  not  an  amat<'ur. 
There  was  a  mislaid  gemiis  who  lived  next  to  us.  at 
home,  when  I  was  little  ^  lieavtMis.  but  that  man 
had  gill!  His  le.usic  was  light,  too,  and  ])opu!ar: 
his  waltzes  walt,.ed  and  his  polkas  polked  an<l  his 
.songs  sang  —  warm,  good  melody,  ea-ily  undei'- 
stood,  but  ne\er  cheap  or  thin.  Poor  old  Sam 
F^vmu'r!  He  ought  to  be  a  millionaire  with  three 
shows  going  on  liroadway,  and  instead  he's  an 
obscure  nui>i'^  teacher  with  a  sick  wife  and  no  money 
and  no  chance.  He  took  me  in  hand  when  1  was 
a  snudl  boy  and  taught  me  for  love:  T  work(>d  with 
him,  ofT  and  on.  for  over  sevent<'en  years.  He  taught 
me  things  that  I  should  ha\-e  been  half  my  life  fum- 
l>ling  out.  without  him.  And  he /.•/u//-.  lam  telling 
you  this  so  that  you  will  know  I'm  well  grounded: 
that  it  isn't  presumptuous  of  mc  to  try  a  big  thing. 

"Well,  do  you  renuMnbcr  the  Childreu'v  ("rusade, 
back  in  the  early   part    (^f    the    Ihirtv-enth    century? 
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Christ  appears  in  f^lory  and  accepts  fho  crusade 
from  tins  one  boy  as  from  them  all.  and  the  chil- 
dren's voices  are  heard,  ghostly  at  first,  hut  presently 
in  slreamin<(  triumph.  Ah,  I  wish  you  could  hear 
the  violins  on  that  as  I  hear  them!  'relling  it  nuikes 
it  sound  like  an  imitation  of  Tannhau^er,  hut  it  is 
so  totally  different,  nuisically;  the  whole  eoneeplion 
and  treatment  is  of  aiu)ther  era.  And  the  spring,' 
youngness  of  it!  Oh,  I  wi.sli  I  couhl  j)lay  it  to  you' 
Only  it  tu'cds  a  whole  orche>tra.  of  course.  Do  you 
like  it?"  lie  >carcely  needed  her  ,i!i-,wer,  her  face 
was  so  li<,diti'd. 

-Oh.  I  love  if' 

'"1  am  so  glad!  It  isn't  literal,  of  course.  I  hate 
thes«'  lone  poems  that  make  the  waves  da>h  aiul  the 
horses  gallo{):  you  won't  have  to  follow  any  fine 
j)rint  on  the  programme.  1 1  will  simply  api)t-ar 
as  'Tlie  ("hildreirs  ('ru^ad<"  Suite.*  'I'liose  two 
words,  children  and  (■ru>ade,  gi\'e  \<)U  the  whole 
thing." 

"And  when  will  it  !)«•  pla.xcd?"  .she  a>kcd  eagerly. 

"Who  knows?  .Vfter  I'm  drad.  prohaljiy.  You 
usually  ha\-e  to  die  to  gel  recogni/.ed  in  -ly  |)ro- 
fession." 

"But  Miss  Ware  says " 

"Oh,  yes.  1  have  been  umisuall\-  fortunate.  I 
ha^•e  had  songs  [)uhlishe(l,  and  cvru  >ung  in  eoncrrts. 
I've  ht'cn  patted  on  the  heatl.  notice(l  and  riieour- 
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;ij,H'd."     A  hillcr  ii()l.>  sounded  in  his  voice,  and  il 
was  that  she  answered. 

"WVIL  Iheu ?" 

He  >al  up  lo  laee  hw.       •  Mi>s  (  uvKt!      Pu1.1i>!.- 
JHiT  ;,  M.ii-  means  laym-  il  «»n  a  eoiinter:  if  any  on.' 
uanl.s  lo  ^o  and  l.uy  lU  ihey  e;in.      Il'  ihey  tu..  my 
royally    is    six    e.M.l>.      Do    you    realize    uliat    that 
nuaus    lo   a    man    xvilhoul    a   penny  -  how    many 
copies   he    mu.l    >ell    I.,   pay    even    his   earl'ares?      I 
have  luvn  woikin-  over  lhi>  Miile  lor  two  years,  on 
;,„(!  otV.     Tiie  mere  piinlinj,'  of  il  will  eo.l  hMndn'd. 
,,f   dollar>.     ^^h:d    puhli>iuT   is  goin^'   lo   lake   thai 
ri  -k?      Hul  >upp<)>e  .some  firm  does,  and  >uppo.se  I  .^el 
it    played   l)y   ^iood   orehe>tras  —  whal    Iheu!^      If   it 
rarns  for  me  ci-hhvn  dollars  a  year,  it  will  l)e  doiui,' 
,.x(vedin.-ly   well.      I   can't    write   ra-lime   or  comic 
opera,  ami  there  isabsohdely  nothiufi  else  Ihul  pays, 
for  an  American.     1  shall  do  a  lyric  opera  some  day. 
l,ul    nohody  will  produce  it;   there   i..  im  room,  no 
d.'.irc-  lor  it .     A  nm.sieian  of  my  clas>  is  a  he^^gar  for 
life."     He  thru>l  that  at  her,  with  all  il  meant:  and 
his  h.arl  nearly  hroke  at  seeing'  her  m)  midistnrhed. 
"But  how  do  you  live  iiow?""  .>he  asked. 
''1  do  nm>ieal  nporling  for  a  daily  and  a  weekly, 
and  1  have  x.me  pnpil>.  a>  few  as  po>sil)le.     1  earn 
alu.ul  Iwcnty-M-ven  d..llar>  a  week.      And  I  am  one 
,,,•  ,1,^.  fortunate  one..'.-        He  dn  i)i>ed  hi>  head  on 
his  arm>  with  a  despairing;  sigh,     ""l   never  cared 
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before.  The  joy  of  the  work  was  reward  enough; 
I  thought  I  was  wilh'iig  to  ])uy  the  priee.  Rut  now" 
—  his  voiee  heeame  ahuo>t  inautlihk-  —  *'I  think 
perhaps  it's  too  horrihh-." 

Luey\s  eyes  wtre  on  his  rougli  head,  smiling  won- 
(h-rfully,  hut  she  said  nothing.  Her  serene  chccr- 
fidness  on  tlie  way  home  h'ft  Dana  in  ul  fer  (h-sohition. 
She  did  not  care  whclher  he  couhl  marry  a  wife  or 
!iot.  lie  was  a  fooK  a  fooK  a  fooh  lie  shut  himself 
into  his  cabin  all  the  afternoon,  and  workecl  as 
though  that  were  the  one  thing  on  earth  left  to  him. 

They  always  met  at  the  l)ri(lge  and  went  up  the 
same  steep  path  through  tiie  woods,  and  thid  was 
why,  for  so  long,  no  one  saw  thrm;  the  stony  hilltop 
offered  nothing  to  painters.  Candace  made  fun  of 
Lucy's  laziness,  but  on  the  whole  approved  of  it. 
She  was  always  plt\'ised  when  Lucy  showed  >ign.s 
of  not  living  entirely  according  to  the  dictat<'s  of 
conscience.  Idleness  was  agreeing  with  the  girl. 
She  blossomed  visibly  before  them,  showing  them  a 
daily  loveliness  of  colour  and  spirit  tliaf  made  them 
all  turn  to  her  —  Palmer  Jacks  with  a  shrewd, 
(lue^tioning  twinkle,  little  Willing  with  roumi-eyed 
a<h)ralion,  Ludlam  with  (|uickene(l  eiiergio.  To 
Ludlam,  the  girl  behind  the  fortune  was  beginning 
io  (Mncrge,  *o  take  on  personality,  and  thongli  his 
preference  was  foi'  fine  ladies  in  trailing  gowns  with 
bored,  sophisticated  eyes  and  worldly  backgrounds. 
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Uv  nr(.j;ni/«>(l  llu.t  llii.  yctitl.rul  lu-iro^  ha.l  lu-r  (.wn 
ivpr  <.f  ari.^hHracy  a.  ^^v\\  a->  a  vrry  tan-il.l<-  cliann. 
\n.l  no  (loul)t  .she  wouM  pick  '!!>  Mnartn*'»  if  slic 
lived   in   Ni-w   York.     So  li.-  (Iroppnl   ll.r  aloofness 
will,   wiruli   hv  l.a.l  hern   ,Mini>liin.^  lur  >incv  their 
,,„,,„nl<r    in    DanaV    cahin.    I.reakin-    l.i>    -silonee 
^vith   a  woo.llan<l  otVerin-.     Lu«y,  friendly  now   to 
:,11    the  world,  aceepled   tlu-  clnsler  of   wild   st -iw- 
l.erries  with  encoura^dn;:  cordiality,  and  wa>  >haru.^' 
Iheni     with     him     wli<n     Palmer    .)aek>     appeareii. 
Jacks  passed  on  into  the  livin^'-room  when-  ( "andaee 
happened  to  he  alone,  and  somethin-  in  his  expre.-,- 
>ion  made  her  ask: 

'*\Vhal's  the  mailer.  Talmer?"' 
"Oh.  nothing'."  He  ruhhed  his  hand  over  fore- 
iH-a.l  and  oyes'^  as  thon.uh  to  ohlilerate  the  look. 
"Thai's  a  mi^ddy  niee  liltle  ^irl  'xd  Hu-re.  Candy," 
he  added,  with  a  nod  t..war«l  the  veranda.  "She 
has  a  fairly  level  liead.  ha>n'l  she?" 
-T  think  so.     ^Vhy?" 

"Do.>sn'l  any  one  need  il?     Especially  a  girl  who 
isn't  poor.  1  nnderstaiul. 
"Yc>.  Lney  isn't  poor." 

••Si>  Lndlam  told  me:"  Palmer  spoke  with 
siunihcance.  "T  Hko  Ln.ilam  well  enonjjh;  he's 
a  clever  chap.     Bnt  it  wonldn't  be  very  safe  to  hurt 

his  vanity.     lie  mi.uht  crd  even." 

'•  You  don'l  think  Lucv  is  uoing  to  hurt  it,  do  you 
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"She  i.-s  \rr.\  likily  lo.  if  lie  liikt>  il  iiilo  lii>  liciul 
(o  fall  in  love  with  licr." 

*'()  I'aliiuT,  \)v  still'."  ("andac'f  sj)()kr  willi 
anV'ctiuiKilf  iin[)atioiK'('.  "Nobody  is  j^oiii^'  to  fall 
in  love  wilii  anybody.     I  can't  bi-  botlicrcd  with  it." 

"Oh.  ho!     ThoyVc  not.fh?     What  will  yon  bet?" 

"I'll  bet  that  any  one  who  does  j,'oes  back  by  the 
ne.xt  train." 

His  hand.sonie,  rnddy  face  looked  luitnorously 
wise,  "(iad!  Yon'll  have  to  charter  a  special," 
he  observed;  i)nt  (andace  wonld  not  listen  to  him. 

"When  a  </iv\  i>.  as  trnly  indiil'erent  to  men  as 
Lucy  is  — — 


"Pshaw I"  he  inti-rrnpted.  "TluTi'  i.sn't  a  woman 
living  who  is  indillerent  to  men.  Don't  talk  that 
to  me.     I  move  we  break  np  this  tete-a-tete,  my.^elf." 

II'-  strolled  back  to  the  djor,  and  Lucy  welcomed 
him  with  a  cordiality  that  betrayed  a  touch  of  relief. 
This  Mr.  Ludlam  had  an  inexiilicable  way  of  getting 
on  one's  nerves. 

"Do  you  know  birds,  Mr.  Jack>?"  she  began. 

"I  know  a  few  down  on  Broadway,"  Palmer  nuir- 
mured  for  Candace's  benefit.  "What  is  it,  Miss 
Cuyler?  I  can  tell  a  hunnning-bird  from  a  rooster, 
if  that  is  what  you  mean." 

"Miss  Cuyler  is  so  optimistic,"  Ludlam  explained 
in  his  soft  drawl.  "If  a  paint  rag  blows  into  a  tree, 
she  sees  a  .scarlet  lanager." 
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-Hul  it  was  a  hinl  --all  hmI  on  the  underside," 

Lucy  insisted. 

"All  n-d  •)M  the  inside  is  the  way  I  know  them 
JH-^t,"    .siii.l    I'alnier,    srltlinj^    liimM-lf    coinl'ortahly 
aoain^l    thr  doorpost.     •"No,   Mi.»  Cnyh-r,   I   have 
ratlu-r   a    pn-ju.liee   a^'ain.l   bir.l>   at    lai-<'.     ^Vlu•n 
1   was  youuK  1   wa^  drcply   >niilt(U   with   a    youn^' 
lady,    and    we    u>ed    lo    walk    in    the    woods.     And 
wluMievrr  I  ^rcw  parlicidarly  inlerrslin^'  and  fluent , 
or  was  K'adinf^  a  >tory  ni)  lo  some  (inr  climax.  >hc 
Nvouhl  break  in   with.  'Oh,  wail   ju>l   a   moment  — 
there's   a   yrllow-hannncrcd   hill-ticker  1'   or   ^ome- 
thin^'  lo  Ihal  rtVccl.     Ami  then  w»M  have  to  stand 
-awpin-  ui)  till  she  -<,l   a  ^ood  view  of  it.      It  was 
awful.       I  look  *.n  I  he  birds  as  the  real  cau.se  of  my 
.viiifile  ami  >olilary  life." 

Lm-y  wa.>  lau^hiuK,  but  Ludlam  wa.>  annoyed. 
The  inlerruplion  seemed  to  him  tacllos.  even  a 
breach  of  ^ood  failh.  considering,'  how  nmch  he  had 
tacitly  conliiled  to  -lacks  when  he  told  him  of  Lucy's 
position  in  the  world. 

••1  suspecl  that  in  your  heart  y(m  an-  Kriil^'f*'' 
lo  them,"'  .said  tandace  amusedly  from  behind  the 

screen  door. 

"Not  L  By  the  way.  Candy."  Palmer  went  on, 
moved  by  an'  unfortunate  impulse  to  extend  the 
teasin-  of  Ludlam.  who  hated  any  reference  to 
their  free  (luarter..  "l  have  a  ucw  scheme  of  charitu- 
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ble  ^raft  for  you.  Put  it  up  to  your  backer  that 
there  is  no  use  providing  us  with  roofs  in  summer, 
t)nly  to  leave  us  unsheltered  in  the  rigours  of  u  New 
York  winter.  I  shouldn't  wonder  if  you  could  work 
her  for  apartments  all  round." 

There  was  an  awkward  pause,  though  Palmer 
was  ha[)|)ily  unaware  of  its  signilieance.  Lucy's 
eyes  were  on  a  leaf  she  was  pulling  to  hits. 

"Why  call  it  graft?"  Candace  asked  with  her 
unfailing  good  humour.  "These  cottages  are  given 
freely  and  openly;  why  pretend  that  you  get  them 
by  crookedness?" 

"Exactly!"  muttered  Ludlam  irritably. 

"Because,  my  dear  woman,  something  for  noth- 
ing leads  to  crookedness."  Jacks  was  twinkling 
wickedly,  though  he  was  careful  not  to  look  at  his 
victim.  "Now  I  am  an  able-bodied  man;  so  is 
Ludlam.  We  could  tide  over  our  tiini's  of  financial 
depression  by  driving  cabs  or  selling  theatre  tickets, 
while  there  would  be  a  fine  living  for  either  of  us 
in  directing  ladies  three  aisles  over  to  the  left  and 
explaining  that  the  lingerie  blouses  are  on  the 
third  floor.  But  if  we  can  get  housed  for  noth- 
ing, do  you  think  we  are  going  to  provide  for 
ourselves?  Not  much!  Every  day  I  stay  here 
makes  me  more  averse  to  the  idea  of  rent. 
It's  beginning  to  seem  an  imposition  to  me. 
It's  like  getting  the  dead-head    habit   in  theatre- 
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p.iim:    vuu    iKwr  aj^'ain  can   i)ay   out   good  money 

I'ttr  a  lickrl." 

"Hut,  Mr.  Ja(•k^"  —  Lucy  spoke  with  dillleully, 
.Lcpciicd  (•oh)ur  in  lier  cheeks  —  "if  you  caii'l  lidp 
artists,  st-rious  artists  who  are  doing  ^ood  work. 
\vhoin  can  you  help?" 

"\V-e-ll,"  .lacks  con>i(hrcd.  "I  sliould  say  that 
any  one  uu<h-r  five  years  ol"  age  ->r  over  sevcniy-fivc 
couhl  receive  financial  aid  without  injury  to  the 
<-haracler.  Hut  I  waul  it  und.r^tood.  Candy,"  he 
added  hastily.  '^Ihal  my  character  i>  >o  far  pwie, 
no  further  al  I  can  dania^M-  it.  And  1  dare  say  the 
same  is  true  of  laidlam.     So  if  you  do  see  your  way 

to  a  free  apartment  IioUnc 

"Dinner  is  comin-.'  on   the  tahle,"  said  Candaee 
Avilh  relief.     Slie  had  no  wi>h  to  sliield   Lucy  from 
any    aspect    of    a    jjliilanlhropic    undertaking'.    l)ut 
judged  that  the  dose  ha. I  been  cnougli  for  one  night. 
The  fludi  lingere.l  in  Lu  -y's  face.     Slu-  had  given 
the  thousands  uecosary  to  Candace's  >cheme  with 
impulsive  generosity,  and   half  her  anticipation  of 
the   snnuner's   happine.s>   had   lain    in    lh«'   prospect 
of  seeing  didicult   lives  gladdened  under  her  eyes. 
She   had   not   dreamed  of  meeting  anvthing  sordid 
and  ugly.     Mr.  Jacks  spoke  half  in  jest,  of  course; 
yd  there  was  truth  in  his  tirades.     Mrs.  Dahney's 
complaints    and    Adamovilch's    ungracious    flight, 
Ludlanr.s   contemptuous   admission   that    he   made 
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I1X-  of  llu>  place,  all  lent  lluir  (liiiLr>  ■  loiir  lo  tlial 
(lark  wiml,  graft.  Willing'  -cciin'ii  >  takr  tiic  <,'if( 
ill  the  f\i)('<tf(l  >|»irit.  ami  Daiia  Maloiic  hiil. 
at  Dana  Maloiu-.  Lucy's  lli()ii;,'lit  ^  iimUc  up.  Icaxiii;; 
only  a  confuM-d  radiance.  She  ^lolc  a  ^'hiiicr  al 
lii>  rngj^ed  face,  and.  ^eein;^  it  r.illier  sad.  c»)uld  iml 
re>i>l  >endin.t,'  a  little  >niile  tii(ln-er  it.  Tlir  ipiick, 
glorifying  .smile  that  aii>\\«red  cauglit  at  lier  l»reatli 
like  a  sudden  eniUrace.  Slu-  dared  not  look  toward 
that  response  ;i^ain;  luif,  all  the  i\ening,  .she  saw 
nothing  else. 

It  wa.s  inevitahle  that  the  morning  meetings  at 
the  bridge  shouhl  be  discovered;  and  the  discoverer, 
unfortunately,  was  Liidlam.  lie  had  Itrought  Luc\- 
further  offerings  of  fruit  and  flowers,  and  had  sujt- 
j)osed  that  he  was  making  rapiti  progress;  for  lln- 
lu'iress  sniiletl  on  him  >o  |)leasanlly.  no  oin'  eoidd 
have  suspected  how  little  she  heard  of  his  abundant 
conversation.  lie  was  in  a  high  slate  of  C(»n:- 
I)lacence.  and  was  mentally  designing  and  decorating 
the  studio  of  his  affluent  future  at  the  very  moment 
when  a  turn  of  the  road  along  which  lu'  was  strolling 
brought  his  dreams  to  an  end.  Lucy  and  Dana  were 
leaning  over  the  rail  of  the  little  bridge,  and,  though 
their  images  in  the  i)ool  !>eneath  were  still  looking 
up  in  unbroken  pro[)riety,  no  jealous  watcher  could 
miss  the  meaning  of  the  scene.  Their  at-homems^ 
toiielher.    in    contrast     to    the    formal    courte.s\-    of 
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their  piiMic  nuclin^  slutif^  Ludlain  willi  a  sense 
of  having'  been  made  a  fool  of.  He  was  not  in  love 
with  her,  and,  in  si<,'lit  of  their  abounding'  happiness, 
he  niii,dil  have  forgiven;  hut,  tho'.if^h  he  had  a  sensi- 
tiv  appreciation  of  beauty  in  art  or  nature,  he  had 
been  h'ft  >tone-l)lind  to  beauty  of  action.  For 
several  days  he  watelied,  seeing  always  the  same 
tneetin<,'.  Then,  one  shiiu'nu  niorninir,  when  Lucy 
came  runnin;^  out,  half  an  hour  after  tlie  ela>>  had 
j,'one  forth,  she  found  him  >ketcliin^'  on  the  broail 
slope  just  below  the  veranda. 

'"Will  you  see  if  \-ou  like  this.  Miss  Cuyler?" 
he  a>ked  with  hi.-<.  flattering  deference. 

The  .sketch,  rouj^h  thou^di  it  was,  had  wonderfully 
(•auf,dif  the  relation  here-  betwi-en  the  nu^dity  arch 
of  the  sky  and  tiie  land  it  encompassed:  heaven  was 
truly  the  throm-  and  the  earth  its  foot.stool.  Lucy's 
thrilled  enthusia.sin  nii^dit  have  softened  him 
if  he  had  had  any  doubts  about  the  value  of  his 
Work. 

"So  <:ood  of  you,"  lu>  said,  touching  the  canvas 
with  swift,  sure  .^Irokes.  *"I  thiid-c  I  shall  make 
scunelhiu'^f  out  of  if.  This  is  oni\-  a  priliminary 
study,  of  course'.  \\ouhI  vou  mind  >iltin<j  tlown  for 
a  monunt?  I  want  you  to  look  at  it  when  it  is 
furllier  aloii^'."' 

Liuy.  already  late-,  was  in  a  fe\"er  to  In-  olT.  Rul 
Ihert'  wav  no  ostensibU'    'rrand  to  call  her;  she  had 
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come  out  without  even  ;i  paint  l»ru-!i  that  iniuhl 
MTve  as  an  cxcu-c.  So  >li(<  n-luctantly  .sat  down, 
and  called  .silent  nu'.ssa^n-.s  of  rea.s.-uranee  to  Dana, 
\vailin<:  I'ar  helow  at  the  ln'idiie. 

'"I  should  think  it  would  try  you  to  have  |)(ui»if 
ahoul  when  you  niv  wo^k.inL^"  her  iinpat  icnee  ^'oad»d 
her  into  .saying.  '"I  can't  hear  it  when  1  am  trying 
to  .sketch."" 

"We  have  lo  gel  used  to  that,"'  he  a.ssured  her, 
and  the  grace  with  which  he  sat  his  stool,  the  lluent 
motions  of  his  long  arm,  hetrayed  that  an  audience 
might  not  he  wholly  a  penance.  ""We  painters 
have  lo  gel  u.sed  to  a  great  many  diflicult  things, 
Mi.s.s  Cuyler.  IJut  it  is  not  .so  hard  a  career  as  a 
musician's;  we  at  least  can  hope  ft)r  forluru'  as  well 
as  lame.  A.s  Malo'se  say>,  a  serious  nuisician  in 
this  country  can  scarcely  suj)porl  himself  uides-  he 
gives  the  best  part  of  his  day  lo  teaching,  or  has  the 
technicjue  for  pultlic  perfonuance.  And  your  horn 
composer  seldom  has  this  technicjue." 

'"It  is  vi-ry  hard,"  said  Lucy  vaguely,  vvomlering 
if  a  moving  figure,  far  helow,  could  he  Da  tut. 

"Now.  in  a  few  years,  I  shall  he  a  fairly  rich  man 
—  for  an  artist,"  Ludlam  went  on:  "while  Malonc 
is  a  heggar  for  life  unless  he  nuirrics  for  money.  As 
he  himself  says,  that  is  the  only  future  oj)en  lo 
him."'  lie  paused,  bending  close  to  llic  cainas  for 
a  line  touch,  then  leaning  far  back  on  his  stool  to 
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jllil^c  tlirrircct.       "We  U  ere  (ii.',ClI>>illg  Uli.-,  Ur' lllght 
licfuft'  Vuii  f;iiiic,"  lie  addt'il. 

It  \v;i>  II, )l  lit(T;ill\-  a  lie.  ( 'aiKlacc.  li-Niiiim  to 
llnir  (li-(ii>>i(ni.  l:;i,l  liuiii(.'r()ii-<ly  (itrrn'cj  a  rich  wife 
a^  a  >()luli()ii,  ami  Dana  had  lau^licd  a  carrlos 
a^>cid.  I.ucy.  scaled  ill  I  he  |ira.-->  uilli  licr  anii-N 
alioiil  111  r  kii(r>.  iiKulc  no  aii^ucr  at  all.  W'hcllicr 
she  were  -truck  or  tiicrcjy  i)orcd.  lie  had  no  means 
ol'  knowini;-.  The  one  >i;:n  xouch-afcd  \va>  that, 
when  he  prc-cnily  Id  luT  -o.  >h<'  did  not  takr  the 
difcclion  of  the  liridiTc;  and  thi>  mi-hl  lie  nici-ciy 
<';iiitif>n.  "id  he  kiu'w.  in>l  inct  i\  cly.  wilhonl  >i::ns, 
thai  his  i)lo\v  had  not  wholly  nn'-xd.  lie  watched 
licr  i;()  with  a  vinall,  \indicti\-c  >milc  hchind  !iis 
cyrlid-:  then.  a>  t  he  morning-  li^dd  wa-  fiatienini,'  out 
the  landscape,  he  gathered  up  his  l)eloiiuiu<:s  and 
went  down  the  hill  with  the  stn.l!  of  one  well  satisfied 
with  his  niorniny's  work.  Across  tlu'  l>a(  k  of  the 
sketch  lie  wrote  the  name  umler  which  the  finished 
picture  was  destiui-d  to  win  for  him  fame  and  for- 
tune       "'l"he  Heavens  Declare  the  (dory  of  (iod." 

laiey  was  fir>t  in(M-ely  ri'peiled;  then  fri^ddenod, 
then  sorely  hurl.  That  slic  miohi  1„.  "  married  for 
her  money"'  was  the  hu-liear  thai  a  well-nieaninf? 
auid  had  coiisei.ni  jonsly  held  u])  to  her  for  th<'  y)ast 
three  years.  It  always  followed  a  ixeutK'  prelimi- 
nary to  the  effect  t  ha!  she  could  not  he  expectt'd  to 
undcrsland  men.     The  fine  ^^railatiuns  of  such  mar- 
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■Ki^rs,  the  possihic  iiiixturc  of  in(.tiv<'>  an<l  iiidiicf- 

inciif>.  were  ail  unknown  lo  lu-r:  cillifr  a  man  l(.\r,|. 

or   lie  coldly,   l.ax'ly.   niarrird   Tor   Mionry.      A<:ain-«t 

Iht  pasMonatc  faitl     in   Dana  ro>c  tlu-  chillin-  facU 

tiiat  >lic  had  Known  liini  oidy  a  few  wck^.  and  thai 

>l><>     conld     -loi     l.r     rxprctrd     t(.     niidtist  a  nd     ni.li. 

Thai    laidiaiii  nn'-hl  ha\c  -p()k<'n  with  a  nioti\.-  di.l 

not    occur    to    her.    and.   coinini,'   on    top   of    l)ana"> 

rcco^Mii/cd  >pccchc^.  lhc(|Uotcd  word>  carried  truth. 

She    forirot     all    ahout     laidknn    hefore    the    Icachfi 

knowh-d^r,.   ,,f    \\|,.|(    1).,,,.,    ||.„|    p„|,|j,.|^.    ;,(hnitlcd, 

the    in",i,'hl     hefore    slie    came.      She    ha<l     imioceiitly 

snppoM-d   that    he  did   not    know  aliout    her  mone\  ; 

hut   she  wax  only  an   ignorant    trirl.   with   no  one   lo 

warn  or  ,-,Mn'de  her.      I'erhap>  >he  had  hecn  a  fool. 

She  i\u\  not  uo  near  the  hridirc.  and  Dana.  whoM- 
impatience  had  taken  him  to  the  foot  of  the  inll.  had 
seen  her  up  th(>re.  a  l)hie  (h,t  in  the  -ra-  hoide 
Ludhim,  and  x)  would  make  no  advance^  when  the 
miserahle  day  ended  and  the  dinner  liour  hnjULjht 
I  hem  to.^ether.  He  wa>  at  th<'  hridire  ai,Min  the 
next  mornim:.  and  tiie  next,  hut  only  one  forlorn 
ima.ire  stared  up  at  him  from  the  pool.  Lucy  h;,(| 
returiHMJ  lo  the  cla>>.  and  wa>  workiim  .dl  tlav  lun<;. 
For  three  days  (hey  did  not  cxcham,'*-  one  word. 

On  the  fourth  da.\,  late  in  t  In- afternoon.  (  aiidace 
(irmly  took  away  Lucy">  hru-hes, 

*"(io    for   a    walk."    she   ((unmanded.      "\u\\    are 
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working,'  yourself  lo  (l(>ath  —  you're  ^ettin^  a  lifile 
lo-^l-cat  look  ahoul  your  cliiii.  The  girls  are  playing 
l»a>el)all,  if  yuu  waul  exercix'.*' 

Lucy  wished  neither  exercise  nor  coiuijany,  and 
she  slipped  away  in  another  <lireeli(>n.  A  hrook 
on  the  edge  ol'  the  woodland  ran  and  lunihled  hefore 
her  like  some  little  shining  creature  trying  to  win 
a  smile;  hut  she  saw  only  her  mi>ery.  If  Dana 
jiad  really  loved  her,  he  would  not  have  let  her 
go  like  llii>:  he  would  have  in>i>te<l  on  seeing  her. 
gloriously  rightecl  himself.  Lucy  helieved  that 
only  a  fuiulamental  inditfereiice  could  explain 
iii>  passivity,  and  with  all  her  crushed  iieart  she 
wished  herself  lying  face  down  in  the  carelos 
water. 

Tile  hrook  frolicked  as  though  it  were  leading  her 
on  lo  some  good  fortune,  hut,  turning  a  shar[)  corner, 
it  hroiight  luT  upon  a  huddled  inuige  of  dejection 
that  start h'd  her  own  tnnihle  out  of  ^iglif.  Willing 
sat  at  the  foot  of  a  hank,  down  which  he  ohviou>I\' 
had  tumhled,  studying  the  two  pit'Ces  of  his  hroken 
crutch.  His  happy  relief  at  sight  of  her  nearly 
made  her  cry. 

"()  Miss  Cuyler!  Now  isn't  this  too  wonder- 
ful?"' he  hurst  out.  "No.  I'm  not  hurt  in  the  least, 
hut  ju^t  look  at  my  crutch!  And  there  isn't  a  good 
stick  in  sight.  I  was  going  to  set  out  on  my  liands 
and  knees  that  verv  moment,  and  then  vou  came! 
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ImTI   that  ju>t   my  lurk?     Do  you  think  you  r'oiil.l 
(iiul  luc  a  >ti(k!''" 

She  \va.>  alrcads  lookin;,'.  •'Hut  will  a  stick  Ix- 
onouf,f|i?"'  .sjic  a-kcd. 

"()li,  1  can  uiaua^M,"'  he  as>ur('(|  her  clircrily. 
"IVThaps  two  -ticks  would  l»c  hcttcr.  IIk.u.uIi. 
I  can  mend  llii-,  crutch  all  rii:ht.  once  I  <r<'t  hack 
to  my  liou-c.  I  declare,  I  never  was  x)  ^dad  to  se<' 
any  one  in  my  life.  It  was  ju>i  like  a  miracle,  lo 
look  up  and  find  you  there." 

"Oh.  I  know!"  Lucy  had  raiij^ht  his  am'matioii. 
"I  will  hrin^' you  the  horse,  and  you  can  ride  jiome. 
He  is  the  p-ntlest  old  creature        would  you  mind?" 

"I  think  that  would  he  too  lovely  for  W(ir<I>! 
Of  course,  I  didn't  mind  hohhlinj,'  if  I  had  to  hut 
that  woidd  he  perfect.  Can't  you  tell  some  one  el>e 
to  hrinj.^  him?  Malone  is  aw  fullv  ohli<,'in^' —  he'd 
doit." 

"Hut  the  horse  is  riiiht  up  here  a  little  way." 
said  Lucy  (piickly.  "I  .should  love  to  do  it."  .\nd 
she  hurried  o!l'.  The  errand  had  hrouj^dd  a  momen- 
tary respite  from  pain. 

.\  string  hun<,'  ahouf  the  old  heas|\  neck,  left 
there  hy  the  ^'irls,  who  indiscriminately  rode  and 
sketched  him.  and  he  followed  his  ^Miide  as  willinulv 
as  tltou<,dt  he  reco;rniz(>d  the  deht  he  owed  her. 
Lucy  hrou<:ht  him  up  to  a  storu"  and  made  Williri},' 
use    her    shoulder    until     he    was    safclv    moimtcd. 
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Tlu'ii  slu-  took  the  Icailiii;,'  siring,  and  llicy  went 
slowly  lip  liy  \\;iy  of  the  open  TiHiidow.  \ViIliii^''.s 
relief  l»iil>l)le(l  o\  «r  in  coiivcr^alion.  a>  clu'irlullv 
iiimioijiilatrd  a>  a  cIiiM's. 

"I  feci  jii>l  like  .loan  ol'  Arc,"  lie  (icclarcd.  *'  I 
Mippo^c  ir>  llic  wliilc  lioi--r.  ( )r  like  who  was 
it  that  had  an  anccl  i:o  in  Irotit  of  him  to  >ho\\  the 
way?  Oh.  I  i,nif>>  Tni  thinking'  of  liic  Shcrnian 
inonnnitnl  yoii  know  .  at  tin-  cnl  ranee  to  t  he  I'ark. 
Oh,  yon  don't  li\c  in  New  \ drk,  do  yoii?  IJnt  you 
nin>t  come  there  >oniel  iIne■^:  everyone  doe-.  I  wi-ji 
you'd  vi>it  ni\'  >tiidio,  n<'\t  tiniexon're  there.  ^  on 
know  I'm  a  decorator,  hut  I  do  pottery  on  the  >ide, 
IM  lo\'e  to  know  what  .\dii  tlioiii^ht  of  my  pottiTV. 
Miss  Ware  ha>  heeii  perfect l_\"  lovely  al)ont  it;  she 
has  got  me  no  end  of  or(hr>.  l*eople  do  seem 
to  like  it.  Dear  nie.  this  i>  conifortal)le.  1 
liojx'  you  aren't  uettinu  tired?  This  is  another 
lesson  for  me  ai,'ainst  worryini^.  I  u^ed  to 
worry  al)out  my  old  a^'e;  luit  I  never  >hall  any 
more.  Sonieont'will  t:i\-e  me  a  cottatif  and  l)rin<; 
ine  a  horse." 

Lucy  looked  lip  with  a  trouhled  forehead.  "One 
nuist  not  be  improvident."'  she  ventured. 

"Well,  that's  what  T  u-ed  to  think.  But  thin.L's 
do  come  to  me.  Mi>s  ("M>ler  ju>t  like  this  cahin. 
Why  not  rt-co;:iiize  it  ami  I>e  l!app\  ?" 

Sli(>  .shook  her  head.      "So  it  ha-'  hurt   vou.  loo." 
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blu-  said.  l)Ut   X)  Ir.w  fhal   lie  diM  muI  hear.      lit-  had 
cau^^'lit  >iL,'lit  of  tlif  l)a>(  Itall  t:ainf. 

'■'riitTc  arc  all  lliox-  m'rK."  hr  fxclainicd.  "What 
will  they  think  of  ii>?"  Hut  \\r  laii>'hrd.  c-vidcliliv 
not  imich  cariiiL;. 

Tlif  ^MiK  Were  loo  ah>ort)rd  in  their  ^miik-  to 
Holier  aiixlhiii^  el>e.  hill  Palmer  Jaek>  >tared  from 
hi>  window,  Iheu  came  lo  hi-,  door  I'or  a  heller  look. 

"I  suppo-e  he  thinks  you're  ju>l  gi^  i"K  i"«"  ^i  '"i'l^" 
for  fun/'  Willing'  Jauj^hed.  "I  hope  I'll  have  a 
chance  to  do  you  a  ;,'ood  turn  >oiue  day.  Miss  (  uyler. 
I'd  do  anylhin.ir  for  you.  I  j4ue.>->  uiost  of  us  would. 
IlaMi't  il  Iteeii  a  ha|)|)y  lime,  up  here  ?  We'll  mi>s 
Malone.  won't  wel  " 

The  lior>e  .flopped,  .surprised  at  the  jerk  on  hi.s 
.slrini,'  halter. 

'■Mi.>,s  him?"  L\icy  .stammered.  "Is  he  — 
j^'ouii,'.'' 

"Why,  didn'l  you  know?  Oh,  dear,  mayl)e  il'.s 
a  secret.  I  heard  him  talking'  to  Mi.^s  Ware  al)out 
il  after  lunch.  They  must  have  seen  I  was  rif,dit 
tiiere.  I'm  .sorry  if  I  oughtn't  lo  have  told, 
hut " 

"^Vhen  is  he  fjoing?"  Lucy's  voice  wa.s  hoarst> 
and  trenuilous,  ])ut  Willing  noticed  nothing. 

"On  the  early  train  in  the  morning.  He  said 
something  ahout  work  —  a  newspaper  wanting  him, 
or    .>ouicthing.     I    .suppo.^c    he'll    say    good-bye    at 
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•  liiuirr.  Miiyhc  he  li;i|r>  >;iyin^'  ^'ood-hvc,  thou^li. 
I  klifW  ;i  I'cllow  who  \va>  likr  that  -  In-  uoiiMli't 
>ii\  ^()o<l-l).\  (•  lo  li:>  nun  liiotlMi-  wln-ii  he  \va>  ;_()iiii,' 
out  to  South  Aliica.  Hut.  thru.  .>lic  had  heart 
iliXa-f:  iliat  uia_\  ha\r  hail  -ouuthiii;:  to  do  with  it. 
Malouf  i>  a  uicf  trlhiw.  i>ii'l  lie  hi">  >o  kiud. 
Well,  \\iTv  we  arc.  1  ju-t  (hm"!  kuou  how  to  thank 
\'ou.  Then'-,  a  lou,:^'  ^tiek  liehiiid  tlie  dctor:  it'  you'll 
.t^eluiethat  1  diall  l.eall  ri-lil.  That',  it.  I  declare. 
I  \\  i--h  1  could  do  Miinclhiiu,'  for  \  ou.  ' 

She  <^u\i'  hiui  a  wan  little  >inile.  "Wni  ha\-c," 
was  hi  r  pu/zliii<,'  au>wer  a>  >he  turned  away. 
Willing'  thoULilil  ahout  it  I'or  >c\-cral  UliIUllc-^ 
a-'  he  ;;()t  out  hi.  tool,  and  prepared  to  mend  hi-, 
ciiilch. 

"I  >uppo>e  >lic  mean.  I)ecau>e  I'tu  >o  cheerful."' 
he  concluded  aloud.  "■They'if  al\\ay.>  ^ayin<,f  thai 
•■il  the  i>oardin^'-li()U>c  that  I'm  >o  cheerful, 
i  do  them  ^^ood.  I  don't  >ee  why  1  .•«houldn*t  he 
cheerful,  with  my  luck.  To  think  of  her  tiinunj,'  up 
in  that  out-of-the-way  place  ju>t  that  |)articular 
minutel      Did  you  ciir  r'" 

Lucy  went  >lowly  alon^'  the  al^r  of  the  woodland, 
still  leadini,'  the  old  hor>e.  She  wanted  to  think  it 
all  out,  \ery  clearly  and  reaxiniMy.  Imt  the  con- 
tusion of  iireat  di>a-ler  >eeiiied  to  he  (h'afeuini,'  her 
car-,  and  lilindinir  her  eye-.  It  wa-  like  tr\in«,'  to 
>it   >till  and   think  in   the  panic  of  >Iiipu  ri'ck.     She 
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<'<)iil<I  only  ;i(t.  Iiliihlly.  iii-t  itict  i\  fly.  ;i>  tnm  cImIcIi 
at  ^par^  licforc  IIk-  <'iiL,'iiIliiit:  >ca. 

Tlir  placid  -iiimiici'  al'lirii(H)ii  \va^  fading',  ami. 
thoii^'li  the  lirl(U  were  >till  ^'oMm.  lln-  WdoiU  looked 
(lii>ky.  .\  Ncroiid  lime.  laic>-  >lo|c  ?ioi-< ',.  .-ly 
aldiiu'  the  path  Ihatlr.l  to  1  )a!ia\  caliin.  Tin  ,  .iiili 
t  lit'  w  liidou  -111-  ^aw  lilni  >it  I  iim  idly  lit  •fore  I  lie  piano, 
l)iit  .slif  cainc  lu  tlic  \tTy  door  witliotit  lii->  Inari?!-,' 
Iitr.  Hf  Iiad  Itrcii  >liidyiiiL,'  ;i  >litct  of  lnaIlll^(■ript 
nni>ic.  set  lip  lifl'orc  him,  jtnt  cNidcntly  his  sonihrr 
fhou^'hts  had  wandcrrd  tar  from  work.  The  droop 
of  hi-;  head  and  ^honldrrs  made  her  ^'a>l>  with  lo\t' 
and   i»ity. 

l^•rhap-^  he  li.anl.  H.-  turnrd  a  >tartlf(i  face, 
and  >tarfd  a>  llum^di  lir  fould  not  liilic\«-. 

"laicy!"  In-  slainincrfd.      "/w/r//.'"' 

She  did  n(»t  know  what  to  >ay  or  <lo  nmh-r  lii> 
>larin,i,'.  so  .she  >niil<'d,  a  friulifriicd.  piradinj,'.  lircalh- 
lr-;s  >milt>  that  -trn<k  away  the  hew  ildcrim'id  that 
hfid  him  and  hrouirhl  him  afro^^  to  her  in  two 
>tr'dcs.  He  canuhl  her  up  hodily  into  Iii>  .irni'-. 
prcssini,'  lirr  to  him  a'.'ain  and  atrain.  ki--inu'  the 
(Tirvc  of  her  check,  her  foreheail,  her  rioted  eyes 
and  pa-^ive  lips.  Then  \\v  droy)ped  down  on  his 
knees  before  her.  hnryint:  lii>  f;n'e  in  Iut  liands. 

"Oh.  forL'ive  nul"  he  muttered.  '""NTv  dear, 
dear  love,  forf,'ivc  nie!" 

She    {Touc'lu'd    down    on    the    floor    Jjojdc    him. 
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prc-^iiit;  lnT  fiifc  into  hi-,  coal,  t  u  iiiiii_:^'  Ikt  arms 
li^'lilly  alioiit  lii-<  mck. 

■■  ^  on  ilo  lo\r  im  ."  -Iif  v((l(l)C(|  ^'hi'lly.  "()li, 
_\  oil  do  lo\ f  iiir.  I  )aiia  I" 

"■  I.ovr  _\(ii|,  Ijicy!"'  rill  li;iir  (Irail  willi  lo\  iiiLj 
you  I  liiif  wlial  li^'lil  lia>  a  Itu'lmi  likr  iiif?  I 
tlioii;^'lil  yoii  >a\v  it.  too.  and  I  tiii  |  to  ]><■  ijlad  lliat 
yoi;  threw  nif  o\cr  ()  l.ii<\.  it    lia-.  hccii  ><? 

horrihh'!"  The  catch  in  hi^  \  oicf  ccliocd  her  ^oli. 
'I'hcy  cluiiL,'  lo  each  other  a^  thmiLlh  di>a>ler  were 
ii^Miii  ii|)on  them. 

"liul  yon  (h>  liAe  me."  >he  npiated,  a^  thou^'h 
lo  reassure  him. 

"Love  yon.  my  >wee!  heart!  It'  that  were  all  I 
How  can  I  make  yon  nnder^laiid  how  jioor  I  am. 
how  h(.[)eh'>^Iy  poor!'  I.ncy.  I  conhhi'l  liire  the 
(•heai)e>l  kind  of  a  Hat  tor  yon.  I  conhin'l  pay  one 
rou^h  servant  lo  wait  on  yon;  and  it's  <.'oin^'  lo  Ix* 
so  for  years  to  come.  I'\'eii  if  I  ^a\c  np  all  idea  of 
writiiiL'  mn-«ie.  I  conhhrt  earn  lhe-<'  for  >(ni  within 
oh.  it  ">  too  hnmih'at  iiit:  I" 

'"I'lil  1  ha\-e  some  money."  .--he  whi>pered.  IIi' 
hiniihed  a  hi  He. 

"I    couhhil    come   and    !i\t'   on    your   poor   ''llh' 
money.  (K-ar  trirll     And  e\'en  if  I  were  willini,'  lo 
marriaL'e    takes   so   much,     ^'ou    have   heen    livitii: 
with   other   peoj)h".  you    sec.      Sujjpo-c  you    had    to 
pay  rent  for  a  (hit  


•nut  I  haVi-  a  li(.ll>r."  the  MHOtluTrd  Vc.icr  p.T- 
M>tr.|.  "I  liavf  fu,,  1h,„m->  Dana.  An. I  tlu-  .mu- 
HI  town  li;i^  a  tnii>ic  luun,  iookiii','  o\,r  Ihr  |{a,k 
|{;iy  Micl,  a  I.A  .ly  l.i-  r.M.ni!  An.l  I  lie  ..tli.r  Ik.iim- 
li;i>  a  -nal,  unml.rliil  Macoasl.  all  its  „uii,  an.l 
;i^  ^Mr.l.ii.  ()  D.nia,  y<.ii  woul.l  lovr  my  Kanicii. 
Tlir  little  li.Mi>.  in  Milton  i>  mine  l„(,;  ("„u.>iu 
Sii>i.'  ua>  livin-  with  nic  S,,.  ycu  xr,  uv  lur.hrt 
worry  ahont  fl;il>.  n.c.l  uc?" 

Ilr  li;i.l  .liawn  jiuay  fn.rn  lirr.  liMii  >lo\\  ly  to  his 
f<rt.  Th,.  ;:r;,\  ity  of  hi^  |;,(v  rri,:;lilt-M('(l  her. 
"\  on  mean  liial  yon  ar.'  rich?"' 
"Not  (Irradliiliy  rich."  she  pK'a.lcd.  "Xot  — 
Tuillions  an.l  millions.  Hnf  uv  mvdn't  think  ahout 
"HMuy,  that',  all.  Dana.  .A-mJ  even  if  I  am 
rich  — -  "  Ilrr  v<.icc  fail.'.l  her  for  sheer  terror 
••I'  the  l.arri.'r  that  every  word  mi^ht  hv  raising  1m- 
t  ween  them. 

Hut  th.-  >onl  of  Dana  Malone  knew  neither  con- 
ventionality nor  pretence.  He  threw  np  his  arms 
with  a  >Iionl  of  j..y.  "To  think  of  that!"  he  <ried. 
'I'li'H  lii>  ;irms  dropped,  and  he  stared  down  at  her 
with  awed  intensity. 

"What  wonderfnl  hick!"  h.-  nttere.l  .solemnly. 
"What  astounding,  wonderful  luck!" 


.\fter    dinner    that    ni-j,t    -   a    .^tran-e,    oblivious 
pr.'teiice  of  dinti<-r        tli.'y   drew   C'andace   into   the 
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riiipty  workroom.  Tiic  \\()rI(!'->  altitudo  had  by 
\\iis  tiino  thrust  i(>cil'  upon  Dana's  rrco^'iiilion.  ami 
lie  tuM  I  lie  nfw>  ^'ra\cly.  hraccd  tor  licr  di>iiiay. 
She  >ank  <l()\vn  «)ii  'lie  plaltonii.  iaciiiu  flicni  in 
l»c\\  ildtTfd  rf|)r(»a<'li. 

■■(>  iii\-  cliildrt'ii,""  >lic  ixclainird.  "'how  did 
llii>  iiapprn?  " 

*"II()\v  couli'  li  lulp  liappciiinu? "  Dana  rctnrnt'd. 
Lucy  curU'd  down  a^ain-^l  lur  tririid.  a  hand  on  hiT 
knee. 

■■  II  had  to  l)r/"  >lii'  u  ln>pcrf(h 

"Ihit  your  p(,.|)lcl"  (  andacc  cxpioih-d.  "Dana, 
a  ;^irl  in  hucy">  pti>ilion  curt  he  ju>f  married  up 
lik''  M)inc  hl'K-  art  >tudrn[.  It  i.>  an  aliianci-  you're 
|)r(ip()>in^  to  ni.      •,  you 

"Wild  W  olrnirr  wilimut  a  cent  to  his  name," 
lie  liiii-^lii'd  for  h(.r.  "(  andy.  if  I  haijn't  >onu-thin<^ 
I  <'()n^id<'r(d  real  to  i.!':\i'  Ijuy  hc'-iih'-?  wliat 
I  let  I  1  should  (on-idcr  uiy^cll'  a  hound  il'  I 
looked  at  li<'r.  Hul  don't  you  think  that  in  the 
lon^'  run.  after  yeai's  of  work,  my  nui>ic  will  Italance 
h(  1-  moiu'y  and  and  po>ition.  or  whatex'er  you 
(•all  it?" 

"So  nnieh  more  than  lialanee  it?"*  Lucy  hieathed 
at  her  >hoidder. 

"Hut  il  i^u"!  the  loni:  run  we  ai'e  facing."  Can- 
d;,ce  (irndy  put  away  I,U(>'>  e.-.jolinij  hand,  then 
wcaklv   left,  lur  own  on   Ihi-  iiii'l  s  knee.     "Il'.s  the 


EVER  AFTER 


03 


>liort  nin  that  we  have  to  consider.  What  aro 
Lucy'.-,  proph-  ^'()in<;  to  say  to  me?"  There  was 
a  }i\viun  (if  rueful  humour  through  the  la.^t  words, 
aud  th<-y  hrii^hteiU'd  l)cfore  it. 

"There  i>iri  anybody  who  will  take  it  \-ery  hard." 
Euey  urued.  "And  whrii  the\  realize  Dana's 
geniu>  

"And  ])e>ides,"'  he  hroke  in.  "lioiie>lly  aiul 
truly.  Candy,  do  you  think  any  one  could 
know  me  and  ^'o  on  believing'  that  I  was  a  fcjrtunc 
hunter?  " 

She  droi)ped  her  eyes  from  his  sfraiirht,  dark, 
eager  glance  with  a  >igh  of  reluctant  honesty. 

"Xo,  I  don't."  >lu'  adndtted.  In  an  in>tant  he. 
too.  wa>  down  on  the  platform  beside  her.  Their 
ariii.>  met  about  her  .>hoidders. 

"O  Candy,  be  good  to  usi"  they  cried. 

She  was  good  to  them,  of  cour>e.  She  vwn 
grew  geiual  over  the  situation  befori'  their  long 
conference  was  over.  When,  at  la>t.  they  left  her. 
siie  had  forgotten  the  worldly  difiiculties,  and  sat 
smiling  to  herself  in  tlu>  dark  at  the  cond)iiiat ion 
they  maile.  Not  till  the  glow  of  their  fervour 
had  died  away  did  .she  reali/.e  all  the  <denu'uts 
of  that  combination.  Then  for  a  startled 
moment  she  confronted  Lucy  and  Dana  as 
they  Were  in  cool  reality,  shorn  of  the  glamour 
of     infinite     concession     that      their      love      shed 


!)^ 


KVKR  AFTFH 


;il)()ul  llh  111.  A  (li^iiiaycd  cxclainalioii.  pitying' 
and  yet  liumorou.s,  broughl  lier  hands  over  Iut 
lace. 

"And  they  luiveii't  Kariicd  Icj  iaii','h  yet."  >\iv 
iiuiniiiircih  "Oh.  poor  lilllc  chihiri  n,  they  can't 
even  hiiiglil" 


CHAPTER  FOLR 


"Lucy,  Lucy!  I  can't  wait!"  Dana  spokt-  with 
a  lau^'h  and  a  tightening'  of  the  arm  that  held  his 
wife.  "At  lir>t  you  will  >cc  a  hig,  hrown  land, 
\vvy  (lu>ty  and  wilhcry  if  the  fall  rains  havcirt 
liruun,  and  you'll  think  it  hadn't  trees  «.'nuu<,'h,  and 
you'll  ini>s  tilt-  n.itural  gra>s,  and  you'll  want  more 
ri\er>,  and  more  finish  to  things  -  it's  rough  on  the 
<dges.  And  then  presently  you  will  hegin  to  get  if, 
llie  charm,  the  feeling,  [he  siiu'Il  <  .f  it  the  great, 
hrown  haek>  of  the  foothills,  old  Tamalpais  cut- 
ting into  l)lne.  blue  sky  —  the  hay,  and  the 
gardens  all  heaped  up  and  running  over — ^oh,  my 
dear!" 

She  smiled  up  at  him,  h)oking  like  a  sleepy  and 
iinieh  loved  little  girl  in  her  deep  content. 

"It  i>  so  beautiful  that  I  n<-ver  went  before," 
-lie  sa'd  nuirnnn'ou>ly. 

"I  ct)uldn'f  bear  if  if  you  had!  Outsiders  see  if 
like  ('ook'>  touri>t>  doing  a  catludral;  but  you're 
g'.)ing  with  a  f  rue  beli(n-er  aiiij  a  dt  vouf  heart,  laiey, 
iiiw  do  you  proncjunce  Lo->  .\-n-g-e-l-e-.>?"' 

>lie  gave  it  the  hard  g  and  the  "lees"  endiu''  of 
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tlu-   Eastern   rcsidfiil,   ami   he  came  down  on   her 
with  joyous  x'verily. 

"Never  K't  me  hear  llial  -oiiiid  from  your  Hps 
a^'ain.  ^'ou  want  to  >ay  it  ju-t  a-^  y<iu  >ay  *  anuehis.' 
soft  i:,  and  alh  It  i>n"l  correct,  of  courx-  -  neitlier 
way  is  correct ;  hul  it">  nati\'e.  iT-  the  ohl  ( ';dit'ornian 
way.  The  other  i>  parvenu.  Do  !o(  oil"  Ihert'I 
Had  you  any  i(h'a  the  desert  ua^  >o  l)eautii'ul?  Oh, 
this  >>'e>t:" 

Their  train  hiy  like  a  tiny  dark  >nake  in  a  vast 
waste  ot"  mottled  de-ert.  <jray-.uTeen  and  tawny. 
Sa^'e,  sand  and  alkali  .spread  unbroken  to  the  I'ar 
liori/on,  drenched  with  ::old  and  <,dow  in  the  lran>- 
forminj.,'  hVdd  of  late  afternoon.  The  >li'ani,'e  lan<i, 
forlti''  lin^-  and  de->olate  nndiT  the  ^'larintr  noon,  had 
come  into  it>  daily  hour  of  ma^Mc  loveliness.  Other 
passcui^fcrs  had  ixone  forward  to  inspect  the  hurned 
cul\-ert  that  iield  them.  >o  for  the  moment  they 
had  the  observation  \e->til)ule -— l)ack  platform  of 
jess  luxurious  days  -  to  them>("Ives.  The  ^^reat 
.slillne.--,  the  (|ui\erin,u'  tide  of  liudd.  mI  Dana's 
\Vestern  hlood  raeiuiT. 

"  Eve  <^iA  to  do  .-onuihin<,f  about  it,"  lie  exclaimed 
from  his  full  heart. 

Lucy,  beauty  drugi^ed  and  drifting,  curled  closer 
against  him, 

"Wrilt-  lovt'ly  niii>ie,"  ,>he  said. 

"That  i>n't  half  enonuh.     I  wan!  to  go  about  the 
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earth  licli)ini?  other  people  to  marry  —  peoph'  who 
U)ve  each  other  like  thi>."' 

"()  Dana,  do  you  suppo-e  they  really  do!'" 

"Ves,  little  Lucy,  I  think  it  i>,  very  likely.  And 
,>onietinies  they  can't  ha\c  it.  Some  jx'ople  can't 
h.'A'e  nuich  of  an\thinu'.  and  I  <.'et  all  tliiil  Doesn't 
that  make  you  .>it  up  and  womler?" 

Nothing',  at  that  moment,  could  make  Lucy  sit 
up  or  wonder,  or  draw  I'rom  her  anythin>,'  hut  a 
rares>in;,'  nmrnmr,  and  Dana  fell  silent,  stariui,'  with 
astonished  intentne-<s  at  his  lot. 

"If  I  Were  rich,  you  know  what.^"  he  be^aii  sud- 
denly, in  the  familiar  j)hra,>e  of  years. 

'■\ou  are  rich."  The  calm  statement  drew  from 
him  a  >tartle<l  lau^h. 

'"I?"  It  proved  overwhelmini;:  he  could  not 
^'o  on.  All  that  ehaolic  sunuiier  he  had  rejoiced 
in  Luey's  money  as  the  amazing  piece  of  i^'ood  luek 
that  would  allow  him  to  marry  her  and  to  make 
lovely  mu>ic;  and  durin;,'  the  (i-.c  days  >inee  he  hatl 
carried  her  oif.  the  ahundant  money  in  hi>  pockets 
had  been  a  pleasant,  th<iu:rh  somewhat  remoti'. 
consciousness.  He  enjoyed  it  as  he  (iijoyed  his 
excellent  clothes,  with  litlh'  direct  atttnli<jn  to  >parc 
for  it.  Tliat  Lucy's  hu^haiid  mii,dif  he  con>idered 
a  rich  ni,,n,  with  a  rich  man'.>  powers  and  re.>ponsi- 
liilities.  was  a  su,irire>tion  almo.-t  terrifyini,'.  Presently 
he  protested. 
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'"It's  all  yours.      I  atn  oiilx-  prince  conxirl ."' 

"No,  >ir.  By  a  special  Act  of  I'arliaiiiciil .  Ilicy 
a->cciiilc(l  l!ic  throne  to.Lii't  li<r  ainl  rciLnictI  a^  Dana 
and   I-ucy  tor  nian_\-  liappy  and  pro>p('rou>  ycar>."* 

"What  were  the  chi<  I'  c\i'nt>  of  their  reiLrn?"  he 
a.^ked  uitii  the  air  of  a  >choohiia-'trr.  The  litth- 
ganie>  they  phiyed  were  her  dear  deh^hl.  I'nlil 
(luuhice  had  (n--co\  creil  her.  no  one  had  ever 
dreaineil  that  Luc\"  couhi  l)e  nii>chievon>  and 
merry, 

"Ma?iy  nolahh-  reform-,  wcvr  inaui^nraled,"  ^he 
took  it  up.  "No  one  e\-er  hnri  an>l»o(Iy.  'Ihere 
were  no  h)>t  |)Uppies.  or  friiihteiied  children,  or  jioor 
men  out  of  work,  or  ix'wihiered  foreil,Mier■^  with 
l)\uidles  who  <i.c\  on  wron^'  trains  and  the  conductor.^ 
an-  cross  to  them  and  they  Jiaven't  nion<'y  for  another 
fare  and  they  can't  under>tand  O  Dana,  doe>irt 
that  nearly  kill  you?  And  all  true  l()ver>  were 
marrie(l  and  were  almost  as  hapi)y  as  their  heloved 
soverei,tiiis." 

"A  \HTy  ^ood  recitation.  Miss  Lucy.  FJut 
you  have  left  out  the  wonderful  develoj)ment  of 
mu.>ic  during,'  this  |)eriod.  Mu-ical  fellowships  were 
founded,  don't  you  rememher?  .Vnd  all  ^fenuine 
talent  "jfot  a  ^'encrous  public  hcarint:.  Ah.  Iho^e 
were  the  halcyon  days'.  ' 

"Silly!"  observed  Lucy,  and  they  laughed,  then 
s!ipi)ed  away  from  each  other  as  felluw  passengers 
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utTf  lu'anl  rcturiiiiii,'.  Dana  ro^t- ami  Iraiicd  ca.^u- 
all\-  a^'aiii>l  the  rail. 

"  \  on  iH'ni('iiili<r  tin-  la>t  tiiiu-  \\c  (•n)>>c(|,  laicv, 
what  a  .>an<l>t()nii  llirrc  \va>.  altuut  lirrt'!'"  lie  was 
>a_\  in.L,'  as  llicir  platt'ortn  \va^  iiixacN'd.  Ih-r  i-yt- 
hrow.s  rt'proaclit'll  liim  for  tlic  (Icccpl  ioii  cvrii  wliilc 
InT  lip>  l)«lra\f(l  unlawl'iil  ciijoymfiif .  "Suppose 
\vf  ^'o  forward  and  ><c  what  llir  pro^pfct>  an-,"' 
lie  added  lia^lilx',  as  >lu'  rcfuM'il  lo  pla\'  n|>  to  liiin. 

'■'riitv  say  we're  ^'oin^'  to  stay  here  all  in'<,'hl." 
a  [)assen^»T  voinnleered  as  they  moved  away. 
An  o\"erlieard.  "I  thon^dil  they  were  Itride  and 
Lrrooml"  ^Mve  tliem  an  al)>urd  delight.  Dana  >wnn^ 
hi\    wife    to    the   ltouihI,    then    .strnck   his  the-i    a 


■'I  want  to  stmt."'  he  coidided. 

"  ^  on  do.  dear,"  saiM  Lncy,  and  they  lan^died 
iiiilil  it  was  nece»ary  to  >it  d(»wn  on  the  >and\-  hank 
for  breath.  'I'he  f^'ayety  of  love,  the  godlike  merri- 
ment of  its  li^'hter  moments,  wa>  still  threatem'n;^ 
their  deeornm  as  they  pa>>ed  llie  j,'ronp  ^t^^athered 
aliout  the  en^'ini'.  They  paid  scant  attention  to 
liie  hnrned  cnKirt,  except  to  wonder  tiial  a  little 
tiry  ^^ulie\'.  so  easily  cro^^ed  hy  them,  .-honid  he 
i!n[)a>>al»le  to  a  ,ur(.'at,  cle\er  train. 

'■^on  know.  I.ncy,  there  i>  something  in  that 
lrllow>hips  idea,  "  Dana  proenlly  he^'an,  a-  they 
strolled  on  toward  the  llamin;,'  Wt'-t. 
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"Mu^ic  frUoW-ijip,?" 

"Vf>:  for  men  of  L'<iiuiiii'  t.ilcnt  to  tiivc  llicin 
:i  (li'crnt  clMiicf  lo  do  oriuiiiiil  \\i>rk.  Aini  liiir  pub- 
lic litMniiLr^  arr.iiiiTfil  for  tliii-i.  We  n  ally  coiiM 
do  thai,  yoij  and  I  lo::<lh'r.  It  woi.ld  mean  loaiU 
of  work  and  nioiii'v.  lait  \vc  could  LT'd  lu'j^  pcopli- 
iiiltr('>lc<i,  or  work  t!iron::li  otii-  of  tin-  coiiipo^ct-^' 
a>>ocialioii>.  It  wonld  l»c  ratlirr  liiid  I)((  you 
know  tliat  the  luan  who  wrote  '('arinfu'  coiuinit  tcfl 
.suicidf.  through  (h>courai;itni'iit  and  huntrt'i-!''  Why. 
Schnhfit  ncvcr  had  a  clianrr  to  hear  >oinc  of  \\\> 
own  ^M'cal('>l  orchi'-ti-.d  jhccc^:  and  it  wa>  ontp 
forty  year-;  Ix'fore  the  "l  ntini-in-d*  symphony  wa-> 
cNcn  printed.  It  i>  >o  lii'utal.  the  way  the  world 
]ea\o>  Iheni  to  >tar\e  to  death,  and  then  ;,'oe>  mad 
o\cr  t  heir  woi'k>.  ( )r  (!•-<■  it  ne\  er  di>c'o\'er-  them  at 
all,  like  poo'-  old  Sam  Hynner,  out  in  (  alifornia. 
I've  told  yoi:  al'ou'  him:  how  he  taui^hl  me  for 
love  all  \\iOM'  year-'.  He  had  hoi-'i  tiift,  in  hi.>  line; 
lint  he  couldn"!  ^^tt  heard.  UVll.  he  needed  lu'lj). 
laicy,  there  i^  a  hully  chaiiee  for  u>  to  .stand  hy 
anil  help  j^'fuius,  to  make  jx'ople  li-teni  (),  my 
child!"" 

"Dana!     What  a  wond<'rfuI   idea!" 

To  llu'ir  cxcitc'(l  spirit  ^  fne  plan  >ccnH'd  as  .simple 
as  it  was  ^'rcat.  I'hcy  fell  upon  it  with  pencil  and 
pai)cr,  dcM'lopin^  il>  ])o->il)!lit ie>,  noting'  down  the 
men  w  ho.^c  judgment   and   inthuiicc  niu.st  help,  the 
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>()cifti(v«.  that  miV'lit  co-  ptTatt-.  ami  haiidiiii:  ovvr 
to  it  llifir  tliuu-amU  with  a  la\  i->liiir^>  lliat  -lioiilil 
lia\c  hroii^lil  (iiaiiili'atlitr  (iiylcr  vciiirx  iim'  li.ick 
Id  carlli;  luit  only  the  lo\iiii:  and  i,'i\  iiiir  -piiit  ol" 
(irtal  Aunt  I?r(l\-  inanirc^liMl  it -ell".  Liic\ '>  i'acf 
\\a>  a;:lo\v.  Tlii  y  tell  a-,  tliou^di  llirv  liad  nnlockol 
the  ;,'riMi  f,'atc  ltd  wrrii  urniu>and  tlir  liliindfrinL,'  world 
when  at  la^t  tiny  cainr  Iiack  to  tin-  land  alioul   llnin. 

In  tlirji-  al)>or[)t!oM,  tlic\'  had  not  o1)>(tvc(|  that 
the  jrround  under  tluir  I'ci't  ro-c  and  then  gradually 
IVIJ  af-'ain,  putting,'  a  >carcrly  not  iccaldc  mound 
lirtwccn  tlifui  and  ihr  hclpl<'>>  train:  and  >o  a  liiij; 
nioincnt  \\a>  prcparcil  for  llicin.  l''or  -uddrrdy 
they  found  tlu'ni>cl\t'>  standing'  alon<'  in  th<'  dc-trl. 
North,  south,  cast,  and  \vi'>t  it  rolled  up  to  the 
liori/on  rini.  appareidl\'  unhroken.  riiiidly  >lill  and 
-ilent.  \ol  a  >a,<:e  leaf  lluttered  nor  an  in-eet 
called:  there  was  lu/l  even  the  >ha<l()\v  of  a  I)iid  t<) 
!no\e  ()\er  th(>  ua>le.  The  la>l  >unl)<ani>.  sfreaniiiii^ 
le\(|  from  the  \ve>f .  >j)read  a  ^old  and  amefhy>l  en- 
ehaidrnent:  the  earth  \va>  turnetl  to  a  ^rreal  jewel 
dippe(l  ill  yellow"  wilie.  ailil  the  hi'eath  of  the  de-ert, 
(l!\'.  sunned  and  aromatic,  was  the  wine"^  heady 
fra^'raiice.  They  .sleo<l  with  ciiii,uin^'  hands  and 
lifted  fact's,  like  Adam  and  Eve  newly  creal<'d, 
wondering  and  exultant. 

The  suu  \aiii-hed  and  the  colours  hei^'aii  to  fade. 
Dana  turned  suleiun  i\e.s  on  his  wifi-. 
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"  \Vc  i)ii;^lil   Id  lia\f  (li<'(|.  riclil   linn.""  \\r  ~,iii|. 

"^<■>,"  >Ii<"  ;i>-.<'iilti| ;  liul  Iki-  Imiiil  in  lu>  coiifitiiil 
I  li;il   >.ln'  u;i^  ;,'l;i'l  I  In  y  IkkI   hoI  . 

'I'licy  tliriicl  l(;ick  t'.iililly  ^iiililcind  ;it  I  lie  rli;in^'r. 
Tlif  ;_'l;iiiHiiir  Ii.kI  (lied  with  tlii'  >-iiriIiL'lit .  ;iinl 
iilrcjidy  till'  l)l;tiilv  f.ifr  of  the  tlcx  rl  -liownl  li.ir-Ii 
;m(l  rcpcllciil .  A  >  i-lilcii  dr-irr  for  llic  Ir.iin  ;iii(| 
llicir  own  >;if<'  littlf  >liiil-iii  draw  iii;,'-r()(i(ii.  I'or  liL,diK 
and  ImioIo  and  lln'  ^onnd  ol'  liunian  \^>i(•(■■^.  made 
tlicin  lia>ltii  n])  IIh'  .-lopr  llial  Ind  llic  ^ciih'  dI" 
llnir  delay.  I'rrlia|)>  a  Nultcon-cioii^  nuinory  oi'  the 
\\lli^ll(•^  wliicli  llicir  (inter  e;ir^  had  ii,Mi()re(|  was 
coniini,'  lo  llieni,  lor  prr-enlly  lliey  ran.  .■>inilii!g  at, 
lilt  inx'h  r-.  I)nl  willi  wi)rri<'ii  eye>. 

'■'riicrc  i>  rcallv  notliiii"  to  Inirrv  altoul,  " 
Lucy  panted. 

"Of  eonr^e  ni)l,"  >aid  Dana.  (luickminL'  lii>  pace. 

'I'lleir  pau>e  at  tlif  top  had  llir  ■^hocked  >ndd<'nne>s 
of  a  cry  or  a  I'ail.  For  a  dreadful  nioinent  they  stood 
lilankly  >tili.  trying  not  to  l)elie\e  their  cyc>.  Hclow 
tiicni  they  saw  the  hurncd  cuKcrt.  the  trodden  sand 
where  the  pas--enL,'ers  had  i,Mthei-ed.  Iiul.  far  a\\a\' 
to  the  east,  a  recediiiir  line  of  li!a<k  >lood  Uiv  their 
train.  This  lime  they  were  truly  alone  in  the(le>ert; 
and  the  <lisco\a'ry  was  not  exalt inir. 

Dana  instinctively  fhuiir  out  a  ^liout  and  waveil 
hi>  hat.  Then  [hvv  >al  ilown  on  llu-  railway  lies, 
con^eiou-  of  \\<'ak  kuee>. 
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"W.ll.  what  do  \()ii  lliiiik  (.r  thai:"  Ii.    Miiillfrrd. 

"Ami  [\uy  >ai(l  tlity  would  -lay  litfi  all  lii;^'ht." 
Ltif\-  i)ro|f>tcd,  with  ri>iii-  iiidiVMial  ion. 

'■  l*tiha|»>  thcy"\c  ^oiir  In  xiid  lor  the  w  rt'ckin^' 
cri'W.  and  an-  (diiiiii;;  liaciv,"  I). Mia  si|K^r,.^(,.,|^  I,,,) 
his  lone  \va>  not  liojul'ul.  'I'hc  dc^frt  Ictokrd  \«  ry 
\)\i;  and  ;,'riin,  and  tiny  dnw  cloxc  (ogilluT.  likr 
\o>{  childrt  II. 

'"I^-n"!  it  more  likrly  that  liny  arr  ^'oiii^'  round 
another  wayf"  Iaivv  a>kcd,  (|uitlly  |)nltin^'  luT>rlf 
oiil  ol'  the  catt'LTory  ol"  Iho-.-  who  nni-t  he  (hcrrcil 
at  any  co^t . 

■■  I  duiTt  know,  dt-ar.  Ali.  1  oiiu'ht  to  l.c  killrd!" 
II«'  was  Irayic  ■'  dh  remorse.  "Why  don't  son  jninp 
all  o\tr  me  .         lot    lakin;^'  hctlrr  care  of  you!'" 

'■|t  wa>  as  i..urli  my  rault  as  \uuis.  Dana,  how 
far  is  it  to        where?" 

"That  is  what  I  am  won''  rin;,'.  \Va>n"l  there  a 
station     -lei  nie  >ei'  —  .since  lunch,  certaiidyl" 

"llul  if  we  Were  goiii^'  thirty  or  ft)rt\-  niilo  an 
hour     " 

"laicy.  >to|)  if  I"    Dana  had  lo-f  colour.     ".Vriih- 

metic  is  had  for  the  >ou!;  don't  do  any  more  of  it. 

I  licy'll  .send  l)ack  when  tlie\-  find  Us  missin:,',  and 

a   few  hours   in   the  discrt    won't   hurt    us.      It's  an 

aaheiiture.  ni\-  dear  girl.      People  enjoy  adventures." 

'^e.v.  >(i  they  do."  Lucy  \aliaiitly  •  traii^'fitened 
III).     "Well,  then,  we  will  eiijo\-  if." 
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"II()or;iy  for  a(l\-iriliin',"  >ai<l  Dana  fcclily,  follow- 
in;,'  I  lie  a  I  It  iiipt  u  il  h  a  luart  \-  ami  ■-pontanc()U>,  *"()li, 
•  laiiinl"      Slir  n  la\r(i  iiilu  law;  liter,  >()  gt  inline  that 

lie  >llll|e(|   ;i    re|l|e|alll    re-pollSP. 

'■^oii  Utile  liiiik!"  he  e\elainieil.  lii-  lian<l  falling 
on  lier  >lio!il.|ei-.  "Well,  -hall  Uf  Walk  lo  -meet 
il?" 

Walking  to  meet  a  train  that  ua>  going  rapidly 
in  the  olher  (lire<'tion  \\a>  not  a  lio|tt  t'lil  pro-peet. 
IhiI  III'  re  ua>  nothing  el>i'  to  do.  They  felt  cuii- 
on-Iy  (;ill  ;iii,|  exposed  ;i>  tlle\  --et  onl  a(ro-«>  tlli> 
Hal  land,  where  nothing  el-e  -tctod  up  e\ee|)t  the 
leleiirapli  |)o|e>.  ■^talking  in  solemn  tile  he^id.-  the 
track,  'riioii.dll  >  ol  rrawling  <laiigers  kepi  Dana  .-> 
eye>  alert,  lull    laiev  limbed  in  tnislfiil  security. 

*' \  on  kiio\\.  Dana."  >he  -aid  finally,  "if  \\(  had 
died  then,  when  yon  -aid.  ii  wotild  lia\('  heeii  the 
perfect  nioliienl  ill  one  -eii-e.  hecan-c  OIU"  life 
together  was  ali-olnlely  nnmai'red,  and  hecan-e  — 
oh.  c\-erylhing  that  yon  meant.  It  \va,s  the  cliniax 
of  perfect  ihiin:-.  Bnl  il  lakivs  imperfect  things, 
loo  -Irugglc.s  and  hard  things  oxcrcomt',  to  — 
lo-      " 

"Make  a  salad?" 

"l']\actly.  Wc  want  seasoned  liajjpincss,  tested 
lo\-e.  I'or  (>nr  real  climax.  T  can't  actually  believe 
that  we  shall  cwr  Imrf  each  other,  Imt  we  shall, 
\  on  know .     K\  erv  one  knows  that."     She  looked  ;ls 
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L'rir\-<-(|  ;m  tli()ii;:li  it  lij.l  alr.'Mdy  li;ipp.iir.!.  ••'I'lini 
ur  ^liall  Icarii  l>.M(  r.  an. I  uft.r  lliat  ui!l  (-..tnc  t!ir 
t  IMIc  f  (t  <lir  if  \sc  mil-t  ." 

*■  I  lirr.-  I-,  only  one  \\,iy  nil  <Mrlli  lli;i|  y,,i|  call 
•'i"'l  inc.  little  l.iicy;  ••  the  snp.rl.  c..iili.lc|icc  ,,r 
>"""i   i'l   l"\f  -liMiiililciic.j  jii.  >li.,iil,|c,N  an. I  liltd 

III-  head.      ••S.J  Inn;;  a>  you  care  for  me " 

'■'I'liat   will  l>e  al\\ay>  and  forever.  Dana!" 
'■'rh.n    th.'rc   i.   n..thinL'  cUc   thai    could    matter. 
Hoido."  h.'  prcM'utly  went  on,  "if  w,.  an-  Ljoiim  to 
«he   now.   th.iv   will   I,.'  a   hii^^'cr  moment    for  it    on 
Tuexjay." 
"  \N  hen  we  arri\'e?  " 

"When  uc  stand  on  the  front  deck  of  the  ferry- 
hoal.  witli  til.'  city  cut  out   like  a  >illiou.t!e  a,i,'ain>t 

Ihe  sUUset.  and  the  >liip> " 

A  distant  whistle  interrupted.  IJcscue  was  si^- 
nallini,'  from  the  eas|,  wher.'  their  train  was  rapi.lly 
LiTouini:  jar-^er.  Th.-y  ran  t<.ward  it.  wa\  in;r  i-dori- 
ously.  In  a  \-ery  slu.rt  time  th.-y  were  h.im: 
liurrie.l  on  L.^rd  !.y  an  indi^Mianl  con.iuetor  and  a 
ehucklin^'.  cxultiiii:  lilaek  porter. 

'•.Ml  thoniilif  you  was  l.^ft.  si;-,"  he  l.nl.M.'.i  over 
m  the  mter\al.s  of  the  condnetor's  se\cre  comments 
on  w.indering  away  from  the  train  ami  not  li.v.j- 
in-  whistles.  "All  look.'d  an<!  look^'.j  .iml  Ah 
couldn'  find  you  nowhar.  s.i  Ah  made  'em 
cuine    l)a(k    for    you.    sir.       Tretty    lon.-som.-    i>!aee 
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to  he  left  — yas,  >ir!  Ah"iii  niiuiity  ^'la<l  A'l  looked 
you  lipl" 

"I'lii  mi^lily  iilad  hr  did,"  Dana  ('xdaimcd  when 
al  la>l  llic  >laIcr()om  door  \va>  sliul  on  the  cxcitrd 
wrlcoiiir.  Lucy  .-aiik  down  droopiu-^'  with  wrariiirs.-. 
and  ftliff. 

'■J  >iioiild  >ay  sol  I  liopr  you  j,'av('  lu'in  a  jjfCKxi 
rcwanl        live  dollar^,  at  li;i>t."' 

lie  paused  in  tlic  act  of  ihrowin^x  ''li  lii>  coat. 
"Why,  darhuij,  I  ^a\i-  hiui  tiily."'  he  e\plaiiie<l  with 
a  hiUL'li. 

•■Fil'ty  ,U)JlarsY" 

"Of  course.  Think  wliat  he  did  for  us.  (h\'ir 
\(\y\,  what  hi'  >a\fd  u--  from."'  Dana  was  still  lialf 
lauirhiiii:.  hu.  al)ont  l.ucv">  mouth  ha<l  cdiuc  a  h)ok 
that  any  lueniher  of  ohl  .\(h'iau  ("uyU'r's  lari,'e 
family  would  have  recoirni/.eij  at  once. 

"Hut  that  was  al!>urd."'  >iie  pn)testitl  ;,'ravely. 
"Twenty  would  lia\e  ]>een  laxi^li.  hut  p<'rhaj)s 
ju^titiech  Hut  fifty!  V\'e  can't  fliui;  money  about 
lik<'  that.  Dana." 

He  wa>  a>  i:ra\t'  a-  -he.  now,  and  a  litth-  ])ale. 

"  It  w;i>  \-erv  ia\  i>h."  he  -aid  (juietly.  "I  thought 
we  onj^lit  to  he  \t'r\-  la\i-h.  He  i-  a  ii'ood  fel- 
low. Lucy.  He  •-  saviuij;  nioiiey  to  huy  a  home, 
he  told  me.  and  fifty  dollars  is  a  lon^  jump  to- 
ward it.  for  him.  He  almo-i  cried,  he  was  so 
plea-ed.      I   lhori<:ht   it  wa-  liiiht   to  do  jiim   a  ^'ood 
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furn  -     wlim  you  rrali/.-  (he  ^^<Hn\  turn  lie  has  don,- 
u>." 

r.ucy  \va>  iu'rv()u>ly  (jvcrwrouL'lit ,  and  tlir  appeal 
''"'  ""'  rr-Avli  licr.  A  vul^Mr  >i)irit  would  Iiavc 
>lio\vn  irrilatinii:  hut   >li(-  \va>  only  di>t  iT>,-rd. 

"Wliy  not  ■ii\c  liim  live  hundred,  then?"  >he 
artrued.  "lie  would  have  heeii  >till  more  pleased. 
Thing's  have  to  In-  in  pr   poriiou.  <lear!" 

He  drew  a  (|niek  lireath  for  -.peceh,  Ir'eii  l)roujL,'ht 
lu>  lip>  to-cther  a^'ain  ami  turned  away. 

"I  in  >orry,""  he  said  from  the  door  of  I  he  <ire»iiii:- 
room.  *■!  made  a  mistake.  We  mu>t  hrusli  up 
now.  if  wf  Want  any  dinner." 

With  the  door  closed  hetweeii  them,  he  .stood  for 
-«\(ral  moments  .slarin-i:  hiindly  into  th(>  mirror. 
The  dark  eyes  lh;,t  .star<-d  hack  at  him  were  hurt 
;i:id  dismayed.  Then  he  plunge*]  his  face  into  lla- 
(old  water. 

■>hr"s  tired,  jxjor  little  xjul,"  he  mutterrd. 

Ten  minutes  of  s<'paration  hrou^^iht  tlimi  to.^'fth.T 
insueji  a  fervour  of  loviu.i,' for<;ivenr.s>  that  milhiT 
""lic'd  the  other's  srreiie  lack  of  M-Ii'-I.laiiir.  i>ana 
<ln\alrousIy  put  [].:•  iiiei.lent  aside,  as  .s,,niel hin-' 
to  l,r  h.ruoK.'ii  as  (juiekl.N-  as  povM'l.lc,  and  thoui:h 
laiey  was  not  hiuinry.  and  hated  to  j)ay  out  a  dollar 
l'»r  six  oourx's  wjiieji  >he  could  not  po.ssil,!\-  cat, 
>hv  repressed  her  longiiii,'  to  ^u^^v>[  a  dinn.  r  of 
chocolate  and  lu.scuits,  le.^t  it  seem  a  reproach   to 
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hi-  ■  \lr;iva-ranrr.  All  \va^  nV'lit  witli  their  world 
that  ni-lit,  and  Dana  x'lit  a  lon^'  Kdtcr  lo  Catidacc. 
tclliiii;  lur  alioiil  tiuir  musical  ini--i()ti.  il'  Lucy 
was  a  liltlc  !c^-  iiitliii-ia>t  ic  aliout  il,  now  tlial  tin- 
xun-fl  ua>  ,i!(inr.  Iii^  own  niountin;^  cxciUnKnl  kv\>\. 
Iiiin  IV(»ni  rcaliziiiL;  thi>. 

•■|  iVci  a  litllf  lli<-  way  I  did  when  I  pnlltMJ  the 
l)n[)  out  of  til'  I'.i  >'  Ki\ff.'"  lie  (•(inliilcil.  when  lif 
had  read  ii<r  llic  Icthr.  "l-n't  it  Fun  to  he  rich, 
laicyl"" 

Ilrr  >iiiilc  wa•^  faiiitl\'  W(>rrir(  "And  not  lo  hi- 
jo-t   in  tile  d«--<rl,"  >h('  a(i<l(d  (jnickly. 

'"And  lo  lie  \,iiiiic.  and  in  lo\c,  and  wcarini,' 
diamond-."'  'I"hi'>-  lauiilifd  al  that.  Kind  o!<l  John 
.Malonc.  (■onimi->i()n  nicichatil  and  political  lord 
ol'  hall'  a  city.  lia(i  -ciil  hi-  nephew  a  >.;<  ncroii-  <'luck. 
willi  Ihc  Miiiu'c-lioii  that  a  (h'ainond  -cart'pin  would 
l)c  a  -uilalilc  po--c--ion  I'or  a  yonn--  man  making  a 
di>tin,uui>hcd  conncctioh.  The  picture  of  him.-clt' 
>o  adorned  had  ui\cn  Dana  cndlc--  joy.  Bcinj,' 
left  free  in  llie  mailer,  he  had  -pent  oNcr  half  of 
llie  money  on  a  jewel  lor  l.ucy,  then,  with  the  rc-t 
in  hi-  li.md.  lie  had  hunlcd  uj)  Palmer  Jacks. 

'■\on  know  al'Oiil  clolhe-,""  he  had  declared  with 
worric(l  .-imi»licit  \-.  hi-  old  aniauoni-in  for^^dlcn. 
'AVhat  can  I  ,-ct   with  that  I'" 

No  oilier  call  touM  ha\e  -o  ron-(Ml  Palmer'.^ 
.sympalhii  -.      lie  took  cntii'e  charge  of  the  -itualion, 
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introduced  Dana  to  coiircalcd  tailors  and  [)rivat.- 
hahcrdashcrs,  choM-  lu's  inatrriaU  for  him.  and 
managed  the  fund  with  a  <h'[)Ioniacy  and  .>kill  ilial 
nv-ultcd  in  an  a.stoni.sliiii<,dy  ^'ood  outfit.  II."  then 
prc-cntcd  tlic  ^M-ooni  with  a  han.l>oin<-  leather  l)ai:. 
look  hini  to  Ho.stou  and  put  him  corrccl  ly  llirou.uh 
the  dazing'  ordral  of  the  wcddin;:,  ciiira^rcd  lli.'ir 
.Irawin^'-room  on  the  train,  r(|ui|)i)rd  it  with  liowrrs 
and  ma^'azino,  saw  tlic  pair  oil'  and  l.i.rrowrd  fiw 
dolhirs  to  take  him  ha -k  to  \tw  \ork,  wvU  satisfird 
with  liis  exertions,  and  leavinn'  Daria  in  a  state  of 
hreathh'ss  ^'ralilude  that  had  rapidly  solidified  into 
(h'Votion. 

"(iood  old   Palmer. ■■  he  nuirniure<l,  smilin<:  ovtr 
the  memory  of  it  all.      •Oji.  -„„d  oM  w(,rjd.  Loo.shy !" 

The  train  slipped  on  without  further  hindrane.'. 
rrfscnlly  the  Truekee  River  fund. led  and  foauicl 
lor  them,  and  a  dizzyiu;,'  ^dimmer  of  Sierra  piiics  and 
lakes  was  flasjicd  on  them,  hio^'rajdi  fashion,  thn.n-h 
ill"'  eraeks  of  the  snow  sheds.  Then  the  hn.ad 
western  slojx-s  of  \ineyard  an.l  orehard  le.i  them 
down  into  the  land  tiiat  was  to  Dana  mother  and 
laiher.  honii'  and  reliirion.  his  I.eloved.  tivnerous, 
sunhrowned  California.  The  \ery  l.n'alh  of  ihe 
fields,  he  insist, ..K  had  a  special  odour,  known  to  no 
otlier  state,  and  lauy.  oi.ediently  testiiiL'  it.  eon- 
vmeed  herself  that  she.  too.  oau.dit  it. 

Passing,'  the  tule  marshes  of  the  lower  Sacramento, 
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I);in:i  fell  into  llir  ^t.iriii;:  -ilciKr  uliicli  lii>  wife 
Ii.nl  ;ilrra<l\-  l«';iriic<l  lo  r<--|)((t.  rrc>ciilly  he  took 
out  a  .-mail  iiilid  noldiook  ainl  licuaii  rapidly  lo 
uiiN'  ill  l!ir  iny^lrrioii>  aljilialnl  of  iiiii>ic.  After 
a  lirict  -|)iirl.  Ik-  paii-cd,  pencil  >ii^peii(lei|.  liuiiimiiiL,' 
ill  iliiiiil)  -liow.  llieM  a;^aiii  tin-  iiote>  x'eliied  to 
>|iriim  from  lii>  pencil  point.  W'lien  lie  put  llie 
iiook  a\\a\-  a.i^ain,  lie  di^coN ciccl  |}|;it  Imv  liacj 
dre--ed  for  airi\in;;,  e\tii  to  veil  and  ;:lo\-e>.  and 
\\a>  -illiii;:  ii|)  oppo^ilc  liiin  hoide  a  .strapped  hatr. 
making;  -o  proper  and  cliarmiiii;  a  piclui'e  of  a  lady 
iirri\iii:^   Ihal   lie  laii-I"d  out. 

"Il    wasn't    an\lliin  ne  >aid.   in   answer  lo  her 

(|iies|i(MiiiiL;  -mile.  *"t)iil_\-  il  does  sccni  >(>  funny 
ler  me  lo  lie  coining;  home  with  a  wife  and  liiL'.^aijel 
And  such  a  Complete  wife,  some  way.  ^()I^re  so 
rounded  ;iiid  liin'slicd,  l.uc\-:  sonielinies  I  I'ccI  sha^'';:y 
l>esid(  you,  like  a  wild  a.ss  of  tile  desert  lie.side  a  - 
a  ualer  lily." 

"IJesidf  a  whit,.  ral»l>it,""  sic  said  with  a  touel) 
of  s,.lf-..,-,)rn.  '■()  D.-.jia.  1  hoped  marria,::*-  would 
make  nic  liravcr.  lait  it  hasn't  a  kit.""  Sh<'  leaiu'd 
iow.ird  him  with  lowered  \oice  in  the  earnestness 
!■!  Inr  confession.  "Do  you  know,  when  I  want 
lo  ,isk  Ihe  eonduelor  the  ri^^hl  Imie.  or  the  name 
of  a  sialion,  I  iia\e  to  civar  m\  Miroat  firsi.  and 
my  heart  <iues  (juieker.^  Isn't  th.il  alourd.^  What 
(an  1  do?" 
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lie  hnnt  down  (o  ki^s  ih,-  i,rl,,\-,.,l  liand-  foldrd 
•>'i  '"■'■  '  !iff.  '■  \i}\i  (Mil  till  me  to  ;i-k  liilii.  Tlial's 
Nvli.it   I  ;iiii  Ik  M-  for." 

"All,  I. Ill  I  cMii't  '/ivv  ill  to  il  lik.-  tlial.  Of 
(•(•iiisc.  you  do  make  it  vastly  racier.  I  don't 
mind  walking  into  the  dininir-car  at  ail  with  you. 
'I  lial  u>nl  to  I)f  >u(li  ail  ordeal  I  I  liavi-  ^oik-  Il!lll^M•y 
many  a  tim.-.  jii^t  lifcausc  I  couldn't  make  ni\ -clf 
start.  'J'cll  me,  trul\-  and  iioiu^tly,  don't  yoii 
ju>l  a  lilllc  liatr  to  walk  (hjwn  a  car  a!-l<'  I»y 
yoiirxlf?" 

He  >liook  lii>  Iirad.  >miliim  at  the  IrouKkd  iiilcii- 
slty  of  licr  face.  "Fir  afraid  I  n-'Vcr  i:avc  it  a 
llioimhl  in  my  life."     She  >i_trlird. 

"Tiiat  !>.  ]u)\\  uii:  >lioukl  \h\  Dana,  <!o  you  tliink 
J  oMLrht  to  make  m\>elf  face  it  more -- i^o  out  now 
and  walk  the  Ii'Mi^tli  of  lIi--  train?"  She  wa^  ri-inir, 
all  ready  to  do  it  al  hi-  word:  hut  he  dreu  h<  r 
down  ajj'ain. 

"I  forl)id  it,"  he  >aid,  with  va■^l  enjoyment  of  the 
word,  "Reineinher.  Lucy,  if  e\-er  you  are  teniplfd 
to  marlyri/e  your  darling;  self  lik<'  that,  >-our  liu-l.an-i 
i'orliids  it  — and  that  >'llI<->  it  for  you."  She 
enjoyed  the  Word,  loo,  ;,-  tile  Corner-,  of  her  mouth 
hctrayed;  hut  >he  wa>  not  rea>>ured. 

"That  i'l  far  loo  ea>\ ,"  ,-Jie  ohjected.  "But  yoii 
Jire  a  ^'rciil  comfort,  Dana.  .\nd  oin-  i-  >o  l)le>-edly 
at  h(nne  witli  '.•;." 
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"Von  (ion"!  have  to  clear  your  throat  before  ad- 

<lre->iii;;  nie/  " 

She  <:,iv('  llie  aloiinl  (jiiestidii  serious  lhou^.'h!. 
'"l!  would  1)1'  Iiard  to  >ay  .soUH-thiu;,'  lliaf  you  nu'i,dit 
nol  like,"  >h<-  adniilted.  "If  I  had  to  critiei-e 
\<'ii        oil.    Miy   heart    would   lie  \-ery   loud   indeed!" 

"Hut  you  would  walk  riirht  uj)  to  it  like  a  little 
major.''  " 

"\'<>.  How  would  you  face  it  if  you  had  to 
crit  iei-e  nie?  " 

"I  would  call  you  to  ine.  (juietly  hut  firmly,  and 
I  uouhl  .-ay.  '  l.uey.  \\\\y  can't  xou  realize  that  it 
t.ike-  you  twenty  nu'inites  louirer  to  (lre>>  than 
you  think  it  «loes?  Then  you  would  not  alwa\s  he 
exactly  twenty  ruinuto  late.'  'Idien  I  would  dry 
your  tt'ars  and  • " 

"I  am  nol."  >lie  protected,  her  eye.s  drowned  in 
lau.:;hler. 

"That  was  merely  an  example.  It  had  nothing' 
to  do  with  the  facts,  of  course.  B(>>i<les,  it  was 
onl_\-  fifteen  minutes  this  niorniui,'.  lH)r  once,  I 
didn  t  ha\e  fo  keep  the  diner  o{)en  by  main  force." 
He  L;latic<(|  out  of  the  wiutiow.  then  started  forward 
to  look  more  clo>ely.  "Why.  it">  raininj:,"  he  cried. 
"Oh.  no  fair!     Oh.  we  can't  have  that,  Lucy!" 

"W<'  won't  get  wet,"  .she  reassured  him,  startled 
at  hi>  (li  [nay. 

"■^•'•I    wet!     It    i-n"l    that.     It's  your  first    sight 
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of  San  Francisco—  old  T<I<::i  pli  IIil|  and  Rn-^ian 
Ilill  and  Xoh  Hill  and  the  mmi  ;,'<>iiii^  down  Ixhind 
tlicni  in  a  Maze  of  ;il()i-y.  Why.  I.iicy.  lli.il  \\a>  to 
iic  llif  perfect  climax,  when  we  nii^hl  a>  well  die 
a>  not  —  don't  yon  renienihei'?"  lie  w;:^  lIirn^tiiiL; 
thinj,r>  Into  hi^  Ita;^  uilh  .i^rir\-,>d  oi)Ii\ioiiMic>>.  "•  I 
could  hardly  wait  to  uet  hrrc.  thinking'  of  it.  And 
now  thi>  dnin'd  t)ld  rain   -  oh.  I  nin-t  >ay!" 

Tliry  were  sweef)in;,'  alon;^'  the  niar^^iii  of  I  he  liay, 
Ix'aten  flat  just  now  liy  the  cl.an.  >lioii^  downpom-. 
The  ^'ronnd  -how.  d  that  rain  had  Ikcii  fallitii,'  for 
several  hours,  and  the  ;:rowin;,'  li-ht  in  the  wi>t  was 
pronu'>in^^  Imt  \ni^  drops  wct<'  -till  runin'ui,'  down  IIk- 
window-  when  the  train  ended  it>  Ion.:,'  run  at  the 
ferry  and  the  laden  i)a>.MiiL'ers  .stn'ained  to  the 
boat.      Dana  wa>  <.;looniy  with  di-appoint  nient . 

"But   I  like  rain,  Dana,"  Lucy  urire.l. 

Pa»en;:ers  from  local  train-  were  comin;^'  on 
board,  and  ai)parently  they,  too,  liked  rain.  Few- 
had  umhrella.-,  and  there  were  many  wet  coat-  and 
damaged  hats, yet  all  carried  an  air  of  holiday  ;:ayety. 
There  were  broad  Muiles  ever\  where;  aecjuaintaiiees 
greeted  one  another  with  laughter  ami  .-((umk  of 
congratulation,  hearty  hamls  w«'re  laid  on  <lani{) 
shoulders;  strangers  seemed  to  fall  iido  ctjuver-ation 
at  any  [)rete\t.     Lucy  -tared  at  tiieni. 

"I  lU'ver  -aw  ,-neli  a  m(>rry  |)rof)Ic."  .,1, ■•  tinaify 
protc'.slcd.     "Are  they  always  Iikc  thi.-.^" 
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Siidilcri    iiiidt  r-l,ui(liii:_'   liidii^'lit    I),in;i    to   iu^   fcrl 

w  il  ll    .1    jlllllp. 

"IT-  tlic  (if-l  r.ilii.'"  lie  ciicil.      "i)]\.  jiiik>        .hk! 

In  iiiiiik  iIkii  I  coihpi.iiiK .1:    M.:"" 

lie    Icll    III  r    willidiil    <<i-('iii()iiy,    liiriiiiii:   (•.■iLTfi'h' 

lo    llic   ln;irc-.|    !.'r<il![i   iif    liicli.       'I'lir   I  irci  k  iliL,'  •>('    lln' 

Inn-  ^iiiimicr  (lr(»ii:jli!   Iiinl  liccn  .1  y.arly  riiiii.iiicf  lo 

III-  <liililllnO(| ;  ;ilii|  lo  llif  |c,i-t  iiii;mili;il  i\c  of  lliclil 
il  iiHMiil  iiioif  lli;in  loc.il  |iro>|i(!il  \  .nnl  \;UHjiii>li('(l 
ilil-t.  'riicy  lii'Iil  oiil  ilirii-  IkiihN  to  111''  (!\\  iiidliiit,' 
(ll-op-.  ;ili(|  told  l);ili:i  lo  .1  d;i\  liow  joii^  il  li;id  liccii 
>iiicc  llic  l;i>!  rjiii,  !;il''  in  M;iy.  iuid  r\r\\  iii\i|fd 
iiiiii  Ixlow  lo  (■rl<'Iii;i!c  llif  <'\cnl  nsIkii  lie  tAphiincd 
lli.il  III'  w.i-  .1  ii.ili\c.  lie  caiiif  liiick  lo  hi-  wife 
radiant   with   llir  xti-c  «(!'  jininc  and  wcjcoinc. 

""^oIl  doll"!  know  ulial  lliat  rain  nican>  -you 
caiTl ,"'  ll''  told  licr.  '■  \  oiTic  only  a  toiiri-l.  Conic 
np  forward:  \vc  ari'  j^oin:^-  lo  ml  otir  >un>rl,  after 
all.  I  (•an  inaiia.i;'!'  ex cix  lllill,L^  d^a.  ;  you  take  llic 
iinii>rflla>.  I  liop<'  tlic\-  -till  ]i.i\f  hacks  at  tlic 
-tafion/'  lie  added  willi  a  r<MuIni-eeiil  laiii:h.  "It 
wa-^  the  dream  of  my  childhood  lo  lidi'  in  one,  and 
I  ne\-erdi(l.  Wouldn't  you  rallur  haxc  a  hack  than 
a  la\i:^" 

She  smiled  cons|rainc(lly.  "'I'he  hotel  is  near, 
i-n"l   it  f"  -lie  a-ked. 

'■(Ml,  ye-.  'I'en  miniile-  oi-  -o.  Il">  c!(\irin.tr» 
dear.      1. 00k        look,  there  -he  is!"' 
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The  cloufls  were  l>rt<;ikin^',  and  jihcady  the  liiils 
ol"  the  cily,  riMii;^'  steeply  heforr  tlirm.  were  lakiiii,' 
(»n  j)uri)Ic  ami  my>t<Ty  a^'aiiisl  I  lie  ^uld  of  ihc  wcsf. 
Dana,  leaiiin::  on  I  lie  forward  rail,  wa^  Jaxtn  coniin" 
lioinc  willi  Ihr  (idldrn  Fleece.  |'ar>ifal  apprnaeliin;,' 
the  (irail.  lie  tiirmd  |(»  |ii->  wife  in  >ileiit  reeo^'iii- 
lion  of  their  ^'real  nioinenl.  Hnl  Fnex'.s  face  was 
IronMed,  and  alioul  her  month  lay  a  faiid  coinpres- 
>ion  thai  had  come  down  lo  lnr  fntm  old  Adrian 
Cuyler.      Meelin-  lii^  ^lance,  >he  >poke  Impnlsively. 

*'J)ana:" 

*■  ^  (•>.  dear." 

Sjie  had  lo  eleai'  her  Ihroal.  "Don't  llie  cars 
run  pa>l  IIk'  jiolel.'" 

"Why,  yes.- 

It  was  evident  liial  her  heart  was  very  lou"! 
indeed,  hut  slic  lira\-el,\-  \\»iil  on.  "Then  wjiy  uol 
just  jump  on  a  car?  We  hax-eiTt  nmch  lui,'j:a.Ui', 
and   I  could  take  a  ha;;-  perfect  l\-  well." 

In  tile  pause  tliat  followed,  iier  colour  rose,  hut 
ller  lips  Were  Worriedly  firm. 

"As  you  please."  |);ina  spoke  in  his  Usuai  xniee, 
hut  his  eyes  axoided  hers. 

"It  i>  .silly  'o  take  carria.i^e.s  all  the  lime  when  llic 
cars  are  >o  quick  and  iu"ce,"  sJie  ur;:ed,  hreathles-ly 
relieved  that  tiiat  wa.s  oil"  her  miml.  "Don't  \  ou 
think  so,  dear.^  .\nd  call  drivers  are  ^uch  pirates. 
' .'  Dana,  tliis  i^  \,t\-  heautifull" 
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"  \os,"  lie  asscnfcd. 

"I  (loiil   uc.ndcr  that  you  love  it.     And  I  know 

'»    I'Hl'"    \'>li;it    diowiii:,'    it    to    nif    nicati-^.   hfcjuix-   I 

know  whal    il   will   !,.•   Id  takr  yon  np  l<i  tli.-  NOrlli 

>\u>Vf  place.     Sniiirliiiic^  I  cati  hardly  wait  for  lliat."" 

*'  ^  (  ^.  "  he  -aid  a^raiii. 

'■  II  wi'  could  oidy  lia\f  lia(|  llii>  alofic."'  ^\\,-  went 
on.  "Tliat  wa^  wlial  made  llic  docrt  >o  wonderful. 
Now  pica-.'  Id  nic  lake  a  hair.  If  \()il  knew  how 
iny  arni>  ache   when  you  cai'r\    th<'ni   all!" 

'I  heir  perfect  niouietil  had  pa-^ed.  ainl  tlie  f)oat 
wa>  ulidiii;.'  into  il-  -lip.  |);ina  i:athered  up  the 
in^'i^Ml^'e  and  led  Ihe  wa\-  in  -ilelice.  The  c;,,-  \\;,, 
crowded,  an. I  pa--en--er-  clindicd  or  fell  over  ih.ir 
liair-^  wilh  i:o(»d-huinourcd  endurance,  (iettiui,'  them 
«'"  ;•'  II"'  holel  pro\e(|  an  operation  little  -h(»rt  of 
.snr^^er\.  though  e\fr>-  one  helped. 

*'IIow    fricuilly    an<l    ol.litiin::    they    arc,'"     Lucy 

cxchiinicd.    hut    Dana    -till    -aid    nothin::.     Once   in 

their  coinfortal.lc  rooni>        the  ('u\  ler>  always  took 

the  hcst  of  rooms        -he  look<<l  intently  into  hi>  faco. 

"  \  *)n  arc  tired,"  >he  >aid. 

"A  little'  he  admitted,  trying'  to  .snu'lc,  "'I  will 
^'o  down  and  have  a  -moke,  if  you  don't  mind." 

lie  was  ;^'()nc  before  she  coidd  rcnu'ud  him  that  it 
wa-  dinner  time.  It  was  an  orderly  retreat  without, 
hnt  within  a  pam'c  lli-ht:  for  Dana  as>unied  gencr- 
o-ity  as  simply  and  inc.xorahiy  ;is  lie  assumed  virtue 
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in  the  woman  he  lovfd.  Ji,  f,,iv  llic  door  had  clox-d. 
In.  loyaltv  \va>  (Tviti;,'  -lianic  on  1m\  f,.;,r.  a^suririi,' 
liini  hotly  that  hr  had  nii>iindrr>too(i,  thai  it  could 
not  !),•  ///(//.  I, III  |„.  (1,.,|  t|,;,(  I,,.  ,,,ii_,},|  1,1,1,.  i,j^  coini- 
tt'iiaiKv  fruni  ht-r  until  it.  luoli^h  ilarkmin^'  liad 
passed. 

He  \va>  allowed  no  limr  for  l.roodiii;;.  A->  he 
>''"PI>'''I  •»"'  <»t'  IIk-  il.'valor  oil  thr  ground  (!,„.r 
an  alrri  lift!.-  .id.rly  man.  who  had  hcni  -itliu^r 
in  npri.uhl  pal  iciic.'  on  a  l.ciuli  n.ar  l.y,  roM-  and 
>tood  >niiiiiiir  hcl'orc  him. 

*"I  thouLhi  I  mi-ht  u<-|  a  ^rlimp-M- of  yon,  Dana;" 
IIkH'  wa->  a  charmini:  serenity  in  lii>  welcome.  "1 
uoiildn"!  int.rru[)t  yon.  I)ul  1  did  want  a  ^'lini|)M'." 

Dana  had  heeii  >o  >iil)mer;,'ed  in  frowuiii;^'  ihoii^'iil 
that  he  could  Hot  come  in>lanlly  to  the  >iirf.icc. 
He  ^dance.l  remotely  at  the  fr.i^Mde  I'aci-,  th<-  clean- 
>h,i\-eii.  a;,'ed  >mile  >et  hetweeii  (wo  neat  patch. ■> 
of  ^'riz/led  whisker,  at  the  >IiL'lil.  w;i>ted  form  held 
gallantly  ui)ri.uht.  the  well-l, rushed  and  huttoned 
.shal>bincv>;  Iheii  he  j)iil  oui  l„,tli  haruK  with  a 
joyon>  exclamation : 

••Sam    Uynner:      Why,   you   d.ar  old  Whv 

on  earth  difin't  you  >eiid  up  word.^'* 

"■Well.  I  didn't  like  to  di>turl)  you."  There  wa> 
a  mild  twinkle  in  the  eyes  that  were  heanu"n^'  up 
at  Dana.  *'And  when  you  had  jii-t  arrived,  too. 
Hut    I  was  i)aN->in.:,'.      Now  we  will  >it   down  here,  if 
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Vdu  li,i\r  .1    iiDiiiciit   (()  -p.'irr.     I  .1111  riol   vory  ^oo.l 
D.in.i    li.'^l    Ii.hl    linir    lo    iv.ili/.'   jiiid    he    ^Ii.xk.'.l 

;il     IIh'   cIliII-v    it!    |n\    old    I'licinl;    Ii,.   sC'Clllfd    N.    !i;i\C 

.•i;:<<l  tiiil  (.1'  .ill  [iii.purliitii  l«>  ln\  years.     TIi'it  was 
a  <  li.iii-f  (.r  III.-  >|,iiil.   ((,(,.      If,    li.HJ  .ihv.ry^  |,.,.|i  .i 

'!ini<lr|||     ;iii,|     |»;i|ir||t     -..)li|.    |,mi    al'laiM    (»f      Wull  |,(  lin;^' 

h>  <|Im.u  ln\  way  \,-vy  Mi(cc>>riil|\ .  y,|  trying,'  mu^l 
earn.  .||\  |,,  .In  all  lli.il  cmiM  !„•  <\pcct,(|  cf  liim. 
Iliil  ln'  -<rinr,|  ill  .(Miic  \\:\y  lo  |i.i\,-  "^'radii.ilcd  " 
\\a>  l)aii.i\  lii->|  iiiipiv>>i,,ii:  llic  .strain  lli.il  ii.id 
(■ai\td    his    iac<'   into   Imllowv    u;i>   over.      'I"li.  n    tin- 

Wid.'     sUirllic^.     of     lii,     -lililc.      tin-     sflflr.,     -.jiiiiillj^' 

<»l  liis  kind  eyes.  -.(TiiMd  Id  d<>cr\c  a  l)i;,'i:cr  word. 
'I  ill-  lit  tic  man  Ii.id  icdly  lak(  n  on  sonu-lhiiii,'  aiiL^'iic. 

'"^"1"   \rj\f  Imcii   ill,"'   Daiia  accuscti  liim. 

"All,  yes,  nioir  or  Itsx." 

'•Hill    liia.    ^.on"l    <io.      Why "     Tlic!}    OaiM 

saw  tlif  li.ind  of  crCpr  (.ii  the  oM-fasJiioiicd  top  ji.ii, 
and  sfopprd  >lioi[.  .Mr.  Hyiinrr  no<ldcd,  still  faintly 
.Mnilih^. 

"\rs.  I  am  alonr  now."'  He  >pokc  ;is  drladicdly 
a~  lif  had  al.oiit  his  own  |i,allli,  yet  with  a  Lrcnth- 
;iir  of  (iosintr  the  topic.  "-Dan;!,  I  wanted  you  to 
know  that  I  had  nieaiil  to  lea\<'  my  piano  to  vou. 
or  course,  you  won't  need  it,  now.  Hut  \()u  were 
alw.iy^  kind  to  what   it  produced 

Dana's    t'orl/itlde-i    sympathy    ^v'uvil    the    ollUet. 


i:\  r.u  Ain.K 


ll!> 


'   Kind!"  Ik-  intm  ii;.lr.|  liolly.      "   Tvc    Ii.  .ird  rv<r\ - 
ihiiiK'    -irKi-    1    \v(  ril     i:,i>t.    ixipiiLir    imi-ic    ..rid    ;i||. 

illl'l     IIkFT    Ii.I>I|"|     In,   II    ;i     |||;,||     \J|,,    ((.illil     I.MIcIl     \nl| 
ill     \iilir     lillr.        ^nll     (Ill-Ill     lo    Im'     mVIi     ,,11.1     f;il|i(il|,. 

Siiiii    nyiiii.  I-.      \\||\     ;ir,iri     \,,ii.'      |)i,|    y,,i|    r,.,|K 
tl\    li;ii<l  fiK     '^h   III  -,•;    InMiii;-" 

■"'!'(•>  Iiard  (  ii.iii-li''"  Mr.  jJynii.T  iiii-Iil  Ii.i\r 
Imtii  ;i  (JiMiiilMxiicd  >|)iril.  -iniliiii;  ov.r  lli.-  Iil||.- 
woe-  of  niaiikind.  "NMiy.  Dana,  U>y  'mI.v  \r,ir> 
I  liail  Diiiy  one  (.111!  T  ||im>i-IiI  in  I  if..      'S  ,  mImt 

my  (.p.ia?       Aim!   pucr   Xr.i    lliili.in|\   JilnTll. 
ua>    prrlly    uoo.L    ]>Vi\[\    ^'uod;    hiil    Ilir\     uoiik     i 
li>!.ii."" 

■■^\ ii(»  wdiiidii'i y 

■■'llif  iiiaiiai^co.  Vnr  \car>  and  year-  ur  were 
alh'f  llnni.  Nrd  and  I.  \:)\\  iTnirmlicr  liuw  F  went 
lo  Xfw  ^ork?  linl  lliry  nc\rr  !i>frnc<i.  not  oncf. 
'riic\-  made  ap|)oinlnitnl>  now  an<i  lli.n,  l.iil  lli.\- 
iifVrr  kepi  llicni.""  lie  lanuhcd  lo  liiniMll'.  •■\\r 
iiiA  lip  an  anialciir  prodnclion,  and  llicy  ..aid  llicy 
would  conic.  1, 111  llir\  didirt.    'I'liry  woiildn"l  hMcii." 

Dana  wincrd.  "'Wh-.l  a  yoiniu'  rLroti-l  I  niii>l 
have  l)ccn!      I  didn"l   rcaliz<'  all  this." 

"Ah.  \(.u  were  y(.nn;r.  And  1  didn'l  want  lo 
discourager  yon.  As  poor  .\,.,|  uscd  tos;,y.  |I„.y  won't 
^MVc  \ou  a  hcariiitr  till  \dir\T  sijccccd-d.  and  \<ni 
cau'l  succeed  I  ill  lhey'\-,.  heard  you.  It  is  a  hard 
.name.      I  aui  Ldad  to  he  done  with  it." 


JO 
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"Huf  yon  arc  iiol  donr  witli  it.  X,,\v  look  Iki-c!" 
I)aiia'>  lian<l  (IomiI  oh  (he  (.tlicr"-  -lioiildcr  uilli 
loiicliid  lorcr.  ■■\ou  arc  ri-lil  in  linr  lor  a  x'Ih'dic 
Lucy  and  I  ar^'  uctrkiim  oiil.  Why,  xou'rc  jii-,| 
ulial  we  want  a  <lo^f  to  try  it  on.  NOw.  Ii>tcn.'" 
lie  .^ct  fortli  hi->  plan  lor  a  vimpl.r  relation  hc- 
'^^'•''1  lln'  cdinpoMT  of  nin>ic  ami  a  inu-ic-Iiun- 
u:ry  ui.rM.  and  .Mr.  Hynn<'r  Ii-t(ri((|  in  ^hinin^' 
ap[)i'ol)at  ion. 

■■Fine,   line!"    hr    dcciarcd.      --.Mi,    then    lli.rc    is 
>oniclliin,u  111  il  yon  can  <!o  Utv  nu-."" 
"'riiat">  jii>l  w  hat 

■"No.  no.'  No!  iiiat.  It  i.  )',,!■  a  Ljil'lcd  lit  lie 
fellow  wild  li\tv>  out  in  ilif  Mi^^-ion:  I  am  on  niv 
way  to  ui\c  him  a  ic-'^on  now.  Such  liorn  la!.  :l. 
Dana!  .\o  money,  ii^noranl  pareiil-,  hut  rnnnini,' 
<.)\-er  uilji  mnv;<-.  tj,,.  jiitj,.  .(-amp.  I  discovered  him 
jii^t  a>  I  did  _\()U.  I  will  carr\  hirn  a-  far  a-  I  can. 
an<l  Ihen  |Kiliap>  you  .\li.  Iiti|r  Dana  Malone, 

it  >  (jUci'r  lo  Ihink  of  \  on  a-  a  ricji  man!""  I(  wa> 
only  the  .M-rnnd  lime  that  thai  term  liad  hem 
o!rere(i  Dana,  l.ul  he  accepl.  d  il  a-  a  ma!  ler  of  cour>c. 
'■I>n"t  it.^"  he  a»cn[i(l  .Mriou>ly.  *"liul  il  is 
your  mu>ic 

A.uain  the  lift.. I  hand  flopped  him.  "I  liavc 
done.  Not  mine.  Hut  Lin\  \aldez  don't  forf^'et 
him.  Here  i>  the  .address,  "^'ou  ^an  pas.^  il  on 
to  him.  if  you  liki'  to  call  il  lliat."' 


KVKR  AFn-K  ,.,, 

"I  pronii.M'  yoM  I  will.  Rut  no  onr  can  (>vcr  ilo 
for  aiiyl)(..|y  wliat  yoii  diM  f,,r  nic" 

"V<M1  were  a  -ivat  joy."  T!,,.  kin. I.  aiini^r.I  ,-yrs 
rnrr.M-il  hi,,,.  -J  I.^vr  Ihv„  wvy  ,,r.,u,l  of  n.y 
pupil.  lh>  y,,u  rciii(„,l„.i-  |1„-  .Si„i  Uyimvr  waltz 
which  y.),i  wi-dtc  for  my  hirthday.'  I  have  t  ivasu,-,..! 
tli;if    fimny  lillj,'  ,iianiiMi  ipl.   I  c;,,,   j,.|l  yo,,." 

Dana  lau,<:Iic,|.  ••'|-|„.  Sa„,  ny„i„.r  waltz?  Of 
course  I  rc„ici„l„r  it.  l)o„'|  ,^,.[  „p.  -^y^^jj-^  ^.^^^^ 
-<tay  to  (liniicr  and  ,ucrt  Ja,<  \  ?"" 

••Xot  to-ni-hl.  .Ml.  T  iiiu.t  huiTy.  It  ha.  h.^c,, 
^'oo(i  to  >.M-  you.  I)ai,a.-  Thry  walked  (o^^elhrr 
to  t!,e  doof.  ;,i,d  Daua  icali/.c.j  a.-aii,  how  feeble  his 
old  ffieiid  liad  .lti'owii. 

"I    wish    I    could    do    .so„l,-thill<r    for    yo,,."    he    r\- 

'laiiucd.a  .luestiou  in  his  voice.      M,-.  Uyuner  pn  s.^d 
his  hand. 

"Do   it    foi-   Luis."   he    said.       -I    haw   „o    needs, 
dear  l)o\-." 

As  Dana  tur-ued  l,ack.  he  saw  Lucy  c<.„iini,'  in 
M'atvh  of  hi,,,.  She  liad  put  on  a  d.-jieat,-  crvp,- 
i,'o\vn  that  aceente.l  lh,.  |,h,e  and  i-o.e  and  l.n.wn  of 
her  lovely  col,,urini,r.  a,,d  thou^di  .she  Jiad  ne;rlecfed 
lo  chan-e  her  stoul  |it|I,.  (ravelling'  >hor>,  Dana 
was  blind  to  siieli  distinctions.  Love  for  her,  amazed 
pride  that  s,,  e\r,uisite  a  lady  shoiihi  beionf;  to  him, 
swept  through  him  like  a  clean  wind,  driving  out 
-'   Itn-kin-  cloud  of  troubled    thou.irlit.     Facing  the 
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|)i<'j)lr(i  hall,  uliriv  iiHMi  tiini.'d  jind  cr.-.vc  '  r  \c>ui', 
<<)ol  |(Mik>.  \va>  iiiiMTy  f..  Lucy.  Init  -lir  i,.  pi  ji,.,- 
ryrs  srniK  ,  lin-  >|.|.  iiiilnirri.-.j :  only  lirr  c'.nipro-.c.l 
''l>-  liiiil-'l  ill  .■Hull.  Bni  il,,.  Ijolii  ,,|-  ,.,.|i,.i'  i„  ),,,,. 
r."'''  a-  vjir  -aw  Dana,  ih.^  mkM.ii.  nlax.d  Miiilc, 
vrvy  lie  ,r|y  jaii.jcij  ||,'|-  jn   In\  arin^. 

"■|  krpl  \,,ii  wailiim.  I  am  mut;..""  Ji,-  rxcjaiiucd. 
'•Hill  .l.arul.lSam  Hynii.r  \va>  linv.  I  iia vc  adoplcl 
.'I   -I'll,   laicy." 

>li'-  t^laiiccd  lip  .iiixiMiidy.  lull,  iiic.'lin::  hi-  Miiilc. 
"""'•''  '""'v.  ••!  Iinpr  il  w.i,  a  iiic.'  ..nc."  .}u'  said 
.•Is  Ihcy  liirii.MJ  lo  tlir  <iiiiiii:,^-n)()iii. 

""'  'ia\.  ii'l  Mrii  him  yd.  If  ,\  a  liiUsfcal  ^od- 
;lii'd.  I,iii>  \'aldr/  .huTl  |nr-,.|  that  naiiic.  I  ;im 
'"  '""!-  ""I  ''<"•  lii'ii  uh.'ii  .<am  Hymi.T  h,i>  d,uic 
;i"   li'-  ••.111."       |ji<-y   u.i-^  more  iiilcivslcd  ill  Ihr  m.'iiii. 

"1  '•\"iiM  iMth.r  hr  u.iv  ;i  iitljc  -irl."  shr  said 
iii;i!  Itiil  i\  cly. 

■■W.ll.  p.rliaps  we  can  i>i,.k  up  a  lit  tie  .-rirj.  too." 
'Idiry  sniil.d  ,,x-,T  iha!.  "W.'  tniis|  >,.,■  this  hoy. 
'^•■•""  '"♦••  II"'  tliin.-v  \s(.  arc  p)iii:,'  (o  d,,  i„  (hi^ 
'"'^"•""  JI''  '""'^  I'lom  his  pocket  a  lis}  ,,['  names 
•""'  '•"'''  ''  1"  l''"v  Urv.  '"I'll,. IV  i-  a  dinner  parly  we 
rmisl  ^i\,.."  She  -lanced  al  il  uilli  a  disturl)e<l 
frown. 

'"Hill  Ihey  will  iinile  u-  to  dinner,"  she  protested. 
••People  alwa\s  d,,  \\|,,.n  yon  are  newly  married. 
^^edon"l  iieeij  lo  do  ainlhini:." 


■Oh,   tlii>  i>  jii.t    U,r   III.'   l-iii   .,1    ilir   iliii,.    "   1,,. 

cxplaillr,!  hlithrly.  -I  ,l„.>r  t  i,r  wi'V  ni(v.|  prnpl.- 
I   knew,  uiihullt    |Vir;ir,l    :,,;)-,■.    M'\.,,r  ^t,lti..||.       Such 

I'ully  |H-(,p|,.,  I,,ic\  :  S,,.ii.-  .,1'  Ihciii  ;ir.  -(.  p.„,r.  th.v 
colli, hi"l  ;i^k  ii>  P.  .hiiucr.  auywjy."  II,  r  lr,Mil,|,-,| 
fy('>   WWr  <MI    the   h'-l. 

'•I  know  M\-,.ral,,r  111,  ■„•  nam,  ■.."•. hf  >ai,l  al.M  nl  |\  . 

"Oh,    .\'.v.      \'.>u"v,-    lirar.l    uu-    «p,ak    <.|'    llir    \\  ,1| 
-Mrrriaiii^:     h,''>   ai     a»ociat.>   p,nf,— ,.r  al    lli,'   m 
vrr>ily.      I  iiM-,1  I,    '^n  Ihriv  !,,  Sun, lav  Minp.r  uh,' 


I    \va> 


ii- 
II 


in   (•<ill--.L.'v.   and    li,|p    th^'Ui    wa-h    Ih,'   ,hd 


ii- 


iiftcrwanl.  An, I  Mary  Ila.l.n  >h,-  ha.  tl,.-  \\,,n- 
•  Ici-fnl  inn-i,-  room  '  loM  yu\\  a!H,ii(.  An.l  I..ila 
Sicvcnson  -,„,,!  ,,|,  ...jj;,  .]„.  ^,-,,,^.  .^,,j  ^j^^^. 
.^aii  Dwi-Iit  has  !„.  ^,,i(•,■  of  ..•vcn  an-,|,.  !,nt  i\ 
l«»,i  ('vcrhiv|in-|y  lazy  I,.  ciiUiN-.p.  jp  \V,."||  ^,1  i,, 
•■'  i''^"'*»  ■""!  -in-  l»(l..f,'n  Ih,'  courM'..  \\ ,  uill 
ha\-,-  a  pn\atc  .iinir,u-ro,)m.  of  conrM'."  'l\u-  Ihrill 
"MKopitahly.  [hv  j..y  of  c.min-  hack  I,)  Jn>  In-n,,- 
with  Ihr  po\\,r  to  -iv  ln\  fricn,K  an  nn^tinl,-,! 
U(lcom,',  cx[)an,|c,l  ln'>  ch,'>l.  "Oh,  wou'l  il  i,,- 
fun.  Loo>Iiy:"'  h,-  lim>t  (jut. 

■•V<->.  oh,  y,-:  Hu!  >uppo>c  Mi.>  IIa,l,Ti  ha.l 
phinncl  to,hj  it  >h>>  wonhk  \v,.ul,hi"l  -^h,;"  Won'i 
■-he  1),'  (h">a()puintc(|  if  wc  cut  in  ahca-l  of  h-r?" 

"We'll  ^o  to  h<r.  too.  An.l  -he  won't  ha\c  jii>i 
!h'--  >amc  crowd.  No,  .,hc  will  love  ;l.  dear.  Thcv 
;'ll    will.     And    they'll    love   yvu.     ^oii    wont    fed 
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^'ly  ^vith  111  .It lie  Lury."  II,-  mi,;!'"!  iji>  nmlcr- 
stiindin^'  ol  nvr  ^cfp-t  nliictaiu-c.  '"  \'ou  c'lirt, 
Jil'tcr  ten  inimi{f>.  And  Ml  In-  riylil  thcri'.  What 
iiii,'lit  vIkiII  \\<-  mI  ?■■ 

"'l)(Hi"t  d"ci(lc  il  now.""  >]u-  s;,ii|  (|ui(  kl\  :  ||„.„ 
her  colour  ro>c.  "'I  am  >,>  lir,<|,"  sji,.  a[)(,|,,i,'izf.j. 
"Of  courM' you  arc  Tar  loo  tired  for  !)laii>!" 
H-  put  away  the  ii>t  al  oner,  and  !ii>  very  xoicc 
Ciircsst'd  and  cared  lor  her.  After  dinner  he  insisted 
that  .she  should  i:o  .strai;:ht  to  Im-.j  an.i  I..-  read  to 
sleep.  Aft-T  li.-  had  luck.-d  il,  r  in.  he  .haded  tht> 
h'.t:iit  from  her  (  \e.  and  drew  up  ;,  eliair  cK)sf  hold.- 

her. 

"It  is  >u(li  fun  to  tak<'  care  of  you,"  he  confide<i. 

'I  he  hai)piue.-  of  liein^  taken  care  of  >hone  up 
«d  him.  "I  <I,)irt  think  I  am  \-er\-  well  lilted  to 
take  care  of  m^•M■lf,"  -he  admitted.  "I  ha\-c 
carri(  .1  >\u]\  a  load.  Dana:  it  lia.sall  heen  .>o  worr\  in::." 

"And  iiovv.'" 

"Ah,  now  it  i>  M)  Me»ed  that  I  am  half  afraid 
of  il.  Terhapv  I  ou-h(  not  to  ui\c  iu\s(.|f  nj)  to  it 
NO.  Isn't  it  cowardly  to  feel  .,>  relieNcd)'  ."Shouldn't 
1  "'     'I'hen  sji,.  s;,\\   that  he  was  ,-milin^'  deeply, 

and  hroke  olf,  hiding-  her  face  in  his  >lec\-e.  ".Jeerin" 
at  uiv'."  she  conii)lained.  ni.>  hiu^h  admitted  it  as 
he  held  down  to  her. 

"(iod  hlcss  Lucy  and  make  her  a  guud  ,i,'irl.'"  ho 
munnurocl. 


( iiArrr: II  rivi: 


Dana  wa-^  awakened  eail\-   I  he  iie\|    indriiirm  l.y 
a    new    and    j(>\ful    eon^eioiiMi.-^.      il    had    lain,    an 
ehi>ive  hriLrhlncN^..  alorii;-  the  ed-e  n|'  hi->  (iivauis  all 
mu'it.  a>  il    had   touched  hi\  wakinir  thou-hl^  with 
nidireet    plea-ant  ne>>    for    the    pa-l    two   (hivs;    luit. 
;.ntil  lhi.>  nioniin::.  the  (h'iim'le.  po\^rrl'uL  deh^ditful 
reahty  thai  he  wa-  a  rich  man  had  heeri  an  ah-trael 
I'lea  rather   than  a   eoncrete   fore,..      Had   lie  awak- 
vuvd  with  a  pair  of  stoul  win;,'>  on  hi>  •^honhh■rs,  he 
conhl   seareely   liave  l,e<'n    nioi'e    >ndde!dy    initialed 
into  a  new  >tate.     The  fnn  of  il.  the  ania/in-  fun! 
Urilliaiil     pkin>,    little    and    l.ii:.    raee-l    across    hi-. 
('.\cif<-(l  visi(.n:  loi^dve.  lo  help,  to   have,  loilo        the 
dizzyiui,'   freedom    look   a   do/eii    a>peeU   a    minule, 
and  a  j)lan  of  a  white  marhle  concert  hall  wa>  inler- 
ruDled    hy    the   ihon-lil    that    he  could    have  a    new 
sweater   witliout    a    hint    oi    inc on^'ruity.      lie   knew 
Ihal    a    stream    of    money    from     Iaie>'-    aluindanl 
resources  flowed   info  a   n>ser\()ir.   thai    the\    mii;lil 
both  dip  freely  inlo  ii ;  and  the  dcMre  —  romantic 
rather  llian  vul^^ar  —  to  p)  forth  and  si)end  set  his 
licart  pounding  in  his  side.     The  only  flaw  in  his 
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li:il>i)iiic-    \\;i^    th.il    IjKA    (null    \u,\    AvAVv   il    with 
liim.      She  \\;i.  >i)  ii>,.,|  to  hcin^r  ,j,.|,_  p,„,,.  ,rj,.|i 

l-Arilrlilrn!  m.-nlc  >l;i\iii-  .till  .III  im|)(,>.il,i|i|y. 
n«-  -tolc  oul.  .umI  |.r(Mlil!\-  .t(.(..|  ill  the  cuol  ( ;<|,,l,,.r 
''^l^lltIlr.^  ol"  Ihr  .■.Illy  iiK.riiiim.  clioo^iim  hi--  ijin-c- 

'■*'"•        "«■  ''■•"f   Iil"UL'llt    III-  llrW  rlirck   l.tMik  II-  v..  II  ,i> 
.•I     |)(»<k     lllll    (.r    IIHMICX.    I. lit     III,.    ,||nl,>    \\,,uM    l|:,|     |„. 

"!>'•"   I"""  Iwo  lioiir.  _\,  I.  ;n,,|.  .ifirr  a  .up  ,,1'  cuWi-r. 

lie  \V;l>  I'nv  In  U  .1 1|,  |,  f.  \\,  li.i.J  cniiir  llyillU  I.Mck 
lo  lli>  (ilx     ill    llir    liiiir  ,,r   hrr   jiv.il    ,ji-.,>t.r  ;iihI    Ii;m| 

wc.i'kc.l  I'.ir  jirr  until  Iii>,  >c;nily  r-.-oiirc,-.  \vrtv  u^.l 
111).  >o  lie  \\;i.  -par.d  now  Ihr  fiv^li  i).,;:,  of  Ii.t  Io»: 
It  \\;iN  111,.  iii.[,itv,|  cMinii^v  of  Imt  iipri-in-  thai 
f^'"'PP''"l  liii'i  nihl  m:i,l<.  him  |,,n-  lo  ch.vr  as  lie 
w.iil  >\villly  n|,  Ihr  .niplv  .|,v,U.  Atnl  he  had 
<-()iiu'  hack  a  ii<h  man.  II.-  .■..iihj  .1.,  -..ni.tiiin--  lor 
IIh'  in.iiiy  L'-apin-  n.v.U  IJial  hirk.-l  h.-himl  lhi> 
lir;i\cly  pi-.)-p.'idii>  iVont. 

•"My  (ioil.  it\  -o.kI:""  h.'  .ai.l  ah)u.l,  liis  i-yv. 
(hii'k  iicior.'  'he  r.-Nckil  i.»n. 

The  haiinU  ..f  hi.  .■\i)h.riii.t,'  yoiilh  f.'iiipl..'.!  him. 
Liftif  Italy.  Ih.  Hail.ary  C.a^t.  the  >U'cp  >ln'.'ls 
ol"  Chiiiatowii.  were  Miarr-,  In  ln\  [■.■••I,  hnl  he  \v.)iil.| 
no!  h)ok;il  Hi.mii  uilli.)iit  I,iic\'.  11.' >l  r.xir  on  until 
lit'caim-  ton  t'or-iot  Icii  n-nin:inl  of  the  old  city,  a  liny 
houx'  perched  on  ;i  clili"  and  reached  ])y  a  lli^dit  of 
.steps  so  lun^'  thai  tiie  whole  su<.Cf,'<'stt>(l  a  piircon 
liou:,o  set  on  a  ^tic•k.      It  had  once  been  a  thrift ilv 
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ro^ppct;ii.l(>  liltir  lioiii,-,  a>  it.  .l.,nn,r  roul"  and  Ion- 
Fnn.h    uiii,I..u.   >ii.--.'>lr,|.    Init    M|tia|,,r   lia.l   <,\,- 
lak.ii    iN   I.jf,.,-  _vi,ir>.      'I'll,.   |„,rc|i    .sa<:u,Ml.    fh,-   i 
painl..!   \vo(„|   vi>il.Iy   rolh'.l;  r\ri,   Hi,.   ••  |-',,r  Sale" 
;-iVni>    lookf.l    :ira--l'.l    and    uithcul     hop,..      Dana 
Mioiiiilrd   til,'  >lrp.  a.  oiir  l,a\i,m  .,   ,1^1,1.  ai„i.   dear 
tlif  t(.|,.  lurii.d  lu  h.ok  <l,.uri  uii  a   uoiidrtl'iil  \i.la 
ol    l.a\     and    di.janl     nioiintain.      Tiic    ^rr.'alcr    part 
of   lii>  cliil.llKM.d   had    l.rrn    pa-M,!   ..n    Hk.m-   s|,-i,., 
MTaml.lini,'   up    tlirni,    lunil.lin-   <,r   coa^t  inu'   down. 
playm,--  -am.',  on   (lu-  landin,::.  willi   lilt|,.  appar-'Ut 
lirr.l  |',.r  tl„.  viru;  yd   it  \va>  tlu-  x  i,u    thai   M-mi.-d 
'"   ;^'-'"''    '•»•■    •'"     lli..M-    happy    yrarv.    rather    than 
"'»'i'-    Mua-rc    xtliim.      And    h.-    had    conic    hack    a 
capilah.l         lililcDana  Mah.nc!    Tiicth.Mi-hi  made 

''•'"  ''"'.-I'  ""I   -'^  I"'  lurncl  for  a  .sccon.l  h)uk  at  his 
ohl  honic. 

It  wa>  ^laiihim  lo  iir.d  that  a  >ihMit  nn,up  liad  l.ccn 
>tann--  at  hi>  l.a<  k.  A  yoim-  \\<Miian  with  a  cojlcc- 
pol  chilcli.'d  in  ,,n,.  iinconMioii,  hand  -.lood  in  Hi,. 
doo  way.  lu.,  lialf-dr.'s-cd  chih!:cn  at  licr  ^i.h-.  and 
•"'I'ii'.l  her  a  tall,  -ickly  lookin-  man  with  a  >ha\\| 
al)out  hi.  du.ulder..  The  >lillne.>  of  th.'  -rn.iip,  its 
ri.irid  expectancy,  pn/zled  Dana  a>  he  caught  oil' 
hi>  hat  and  -ndjed  apcjlogy. 

""I   heu  y(Mir  pardon!     I   u>ed   to  live  ji.-rc  when 
I  wa>  a  Miiall  hoy.  >o  I  ci-nic  up  to  take  a  h^.k." 

M.Npcctancy    vanidu.l    and    Ih.'    -rou[,    id!    apart. 


Ix's 
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Tlir  man  liini.d  away  with  a  sj-h,  tl,,'  very  cliildn-ii 
.sf.'iiicl  ((,  (lr()(,|)  Willi  (lisipia.iiilmciil.  The  _\oini^ 
uoiiiair.s  facv  liad  >a.Mri   ■.!.  l,ul   Ji,-  clayed  l,y  |kt 

lu)[)('. 

"  ^  1)11  (lidii'l  think  ol'  Idiyinir)'"  >lic  xcnturccl. 
"^^'i-  ""•  "      'I'hni  Mil'  nil  a II in--  of  1  heir  (h'-appc.ini- 
iiunl    rcacli.-d   ;,iid    lynched    him.      •Tm   suny    \on 
tli(»ii.^'h(  thai." 

'■.\miir:  calh'd  the  man  impalicnily  from  within, 
l.nl  >h.-  >lill  iin-.'P-d.  '•^■,„,  ,|,,„-|  i-,„,\v  any  on.- 
\\hoM  l)iiy  it,  I  Mippo.sf?"'  sli,.  u.til  on  in  a  (jui.k 
umhiionc.  .<hc  had  a  <:rnth'  h'tlh'  face,  and  Dana 
^"•'"•■"•'1  "i;il  lh<iv  wa-  a  h^.k  of  Lucy  ahoul  it.  - 
J^ncy  ]>ah'.  worn  and  iti  troiii)h-. 
""  ^  OH  want  !o  -dl?  "' 

"\i\  hi>  hcallli.  If  we  couhl  pt  Soulh  and  <:c| 
■'^'•"■''•'l    I'cfoiv    the    w  filler,    the   (h.clor   say> ---  aiid 

he  couhl  work  down  Ihrrc         we'd  >cll  it  " 

'■Annie!"  repeated  lh<'  irrilal.h-  \-oice. 

"^•'s,    Kd.      If   yon    did    hear   of   any    oiu " 

She  \\a>  lurniiiLT  aw  ay. 

I>.ina'-  he;irl.  a!rca<ly  hii:  with  new  emotions. 
^'•<'"i''«i  l«>  '>[>cn  in  hi.  hrca.-l.  letlin,^  out  a  warm 
rn>li  of  human  lo\-e  and  pil\-. 

"What  wouid  you  .sell  it  for?"  iica.sked. 
Tlic  price  sounded   i)ilirnlly  .Mnall,  for  the  relief 
if   Wi)uKl  purch;,  And  he  was  a  rich  man!     No 

prince  coii>ort.  I.uf  an  e(iual  diaper,  ^er  of  Hie  power, 
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by  the  (Icrrrr  of  hi.  drar  M)V<Tfi^'ii  lady.  Al!  111.- 
rnorniri;,''>  ji.ycni'.  (|r,>ir.'  x-cimd  meant  for  jii>t 
this  (liinax. 

•Til  l.iiy  il."  he  said. 

Ilcr  cry  l»roii::lit  luck  Ihc  olhcr-.  and  the  lcar> 
on  her  cMcck>  >lrcimlhciici|  and  -tcadicd  Ihc  iin- 
puKc  thai  had  mad.'  him  -peak.  Whal  he  ha<l  .h.ne 
\va>  a>  ine\italth'  a-  lo  pnll  a  drowning  creature  onl 
of  the  river,  and  hft  Ihc  -amc  afler.i^dow  of  warmth 
iind  joy.  The  man  tried  |o  meet  the  ne\v>  with 
the  oirhatiil.  I)udne-dike  co(»lnc--  of  an  American 
and  a  property  own.'r.  hnt  hi>  lliiji  hand  lreml.h<l 
as  hv^iA  out  lii-  pafxr^  and  -howed  Dana  the  pre-enl 
boundaries  of  ln'>  pnrcha-e. 

"The  ai^eid  lives  ri-hl  up  ]\iVi-  a  block  or  two: 
he  won't  have  izoiic  to  his  ollice  yet."  he  \enlnred, 
t'vi(h"ntly  half  afraid  of  puttinu  this  romantic  !)n\er 
to  the  lest  of  reality.  Dana,  nnder.standimr,  drew 
out  his  new  check  book. 

"That's  uood,"  he  -aid.  '"I  can  leave  a  check 
with  him.  ami  he  can  s.-nd  me  t  he  papers  as  soon  as 
they're  made  onl."  'I'he  woman  caught  his  hand 
and  laid  her  w«t  cheek  on  it. 

"Oil,  now.  Annie!"  reniousf rat.'d  her  hn-band; 
l)nt  the  two  men  smiled  at  each  other,  in  humorous 
understandintj  «)f  the  ways  of  wives. 

The  at,'ent  was  foun<l  and  the  check  writ- 
ten:   a    licarty  handshake  concluded    the   business. 
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I  Ih-    111, III     I  rjcl     ii, 
IIii.Ih.I. 

"■Il'>  worih  Id;, I   1,111,1,.  .mvliuu."  Ih    l.n,ii^|:|  ,,,||. 
■••■''illy  unrlhil, ••.,.,,..., I  I);,,,;,.      ■ri,..utl,.r|.,Ml,..,| 
'■'■'"•\<'<l  .il   llif  ;i(liin\>i(i(,. 

"■""!•"■  >"""ll  -Il  il  Inr  .,  I.. I  i,„„v  M,i,i.-  .j;,y;-  I„. 
■•-ai'l.  utrciinu  jij.  I,,ii|.|  ;,-.ii,,. 

"■'  '''^•"  "'•''  I'll'-u."  u;,s  |).,„,,\  tl„.ii:;|,|  .,.  |„. 
'""■'■'••''  '"  ""■  •"•Mv.l  ,■;,,■  li,„,  Tl;,.,,  I,,.  l,,,,^,h,,| 
•■''"'"'•  ^^'"'  ■'   ^l'i|>  •'!    Iii>  l.iv;,>(    ,M,(k..|.      Wh,,,    ,•„„ 

il    U;,.' 

l-llcy    U.I.  i,\v;,kr  .11,. I    U.MI.Irri,,;.    ul,,,,,    l„.f.;,„i,.   j,,. 

''•"■'■>'"-    ••'    -•••■^''     ^l""lli    of    r II,    l,,|,i    ,|„,j, 

far,-.  In  iicr.  ;,.  .li- ,  ri,., j  ,,|||   j,,  .|,|i:_r|,| 
"O  Dana!      \\|,,,  miiI   I  li.ni:" "" 
■■(',,lir,,rni;,.      Will,  |,,\,.  ;,,,,;  ,,  jj,,  •' 
"''""•    "'■   •■"!ii->.'.      Tiir   ,l;,rlii,-.:"      S!„.    ,vv,ll,.| 
'"    """'•   I'Mlclil'i,-,  <-atv>-;,,i;-   II,,.,,,.    uh;i,.   Ur   ||;,,,|,i|v 
l<'"I«''l    on.      -I    .npp,.M-   y,„,    o,,t    ||„,„,    ,•,,,    .,,j„,,;( 
""•liinir."    >h.-   a.l.|,.i.    will,    :,    .i,|,    f,,,    ,vli;,|    n.scs 
""•■'"'  ^'1  iioiiic.      n"'Miiil..|l.>|,i„,M.|r.  r,„.  |l„.I,,,,.|,,|• 
ll<•^^vlN  ,|,,r.  ,,,,1   oivr  .lu  ;,,v  iU  1, !.,.>,„„.  i„  1 1,,  .[  ,.,,.|  > 
••I"  Sail    Francisco,  aii.l  I,.-  lia.U'on,- ,|,v[,  in  |!,i.  fi,..| 
^'lorioii>   [.Inn,-.-  afl.r  lH.,,ily:   Imi!    Im-   sild   n<.l!,i„-^r. 
A   h.lllM.y   hroii.-lil    jar.  an.!   pile!,,,-.   |,,  1„,1,|    |1,,,„_ 
"■""'     '^•"'•'     ='n-an-c,l     ll„,„     ,i,„|..,.     |,,„-y-.    ,„-.lcrs. 
He  !ia,|  vnuw  racing  l„>mr  with   ll,c  hilc  of  l,i.  won- 
'''••■'■"'  inornin-.  .v,!,  n..\v  I  hat  ]„■  ua^  here,  lie  could 
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not  svvm  to  he^in  it;  ,,  .unnn.  r.li,f.t;,„rT  \v;,> 
•  liKticliin;.'  In\  .ii^^rnios.  Lucy  \\...il,|  I,,v  Ih.- 
ailvcilliitv  ;i>  hr  .ii.I.  ..r  r..ur-(  Why  .|i,,iil.|  |.||,„- 
'mt  sinMrnly  .ippr.ii-  Inriiii.l.il.l.  ;■ 

"'  '    -"I'P"^''    •'ill    llNllurv  .■■    hr     >,ii,|     ;||,,  id.        "WliV, 

"'  '■*'>"■""    I  .1111.      r\.'  Im  .11  up  f,„-  |inur>  uitli  u..tliiu-' 
'III  ;i  (Up  ul'  coli'.t  .'■ 

M>    <lf;irl       (  II)  di.u  U   ;i|   (Hicr  ;iiii| 
*"\.>l     .ll     ;i!!.        \Vr    will    l.IV,lkf;,.|     up    hriv.' 


I);iu; 


.\u 


I   niii^   Ihc   I..  II   ;|,   ll 


!"■  ii'i'l  h'<ii  >uiuiii()uni;,^ 
wait. -IN  ;in.|  (.rd.iiii-  j,,.|  uluil  I,,.  \v;uil.'d  ,dl  ln\ 
llff.  Lucy.olJVnd  au  a  l;i  carl,,  lurmi.  aluay.1,,,1  ||,r 
•'I>l"'li'*'-    -iuA    slic    li,.>ilat..d    annin^    ll,..    .li.|,,..    .., 

''"'■'■''■'":     l''.'l     '"■    tu.,k    Ih..    nialt.T    iut..    !ii>    ,,uu 
liautN. 

""^"i'  ••■•'V-'  il  lo  luc.  ^nu'll  !„■  lMui,i:ry  \\ii..u 
.^""  ""•'■  i'-""  '"■  a.^iu-...!  Iicr,  uriliii-  th,-  ,,n|cr  uitli 
•■'  '"•I'l  P-'ncil.  ••(;,,  and  liil.  y..ui-  .larllii^'  >,  jj'  u|,ilc 
ll  I- ••oniinu-.  and  I'll,i:rl  c\  .•i-yljiiu^r  r..;id\  ." 

IIi^  ca>y  aulliorily  rdii.N.d  her  of  ropousihiJit  \-, 
and  >Uv  yi.l.l,.d  h,  it  iu  happy  nji.  f.  Could  Dana 
li.i\r  remain. ..I  unaware  of  ( .ran.lfal  her  (  ii.\i.r\ 
fiiat  unl()\ely  spirit  u,,idd  never  luive  \valk..d  lo 
l'li,i;!il  th.ir  happin,.>^;  l.ut  already  his  uiiconM.iou>- 
iK'--^  \va>  louehe.l.  Indivi.hial  irh'mpM-,  mi.uhl  I.e 
<l'-nie.|  or  explained  auay.  Iiut  lli.y  l..)!  Ii.-ln'nd  an 
Miiworded  knoul,.d-<..  When  Lucy  ,...,„,.•  Lack, 
lilt!"'  <Janip    rin,-s   u\'   hair   al.oul    lu.r  ear-,   heelless, 
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iniforini.ljil.lr  .-iikI  ;ill(.p-fli,T  ,\vr.l.  hr  sfiH  >l,r;nik 
'''•'""  ''"'"i^'  \\li''f  1"-  li;i'l  -Ion.',  and  Ml.-  s|.|rn«li,| 
'•''"'  ^'■■'■^  l.'l.in-  on  in  l,i>  niiiid  a  lidicnluu^  and 
initatiiiL'  a-prd  ,,1'  cdnlc-Hnn. 

"All'T  l.ivaki'a^l/"  lir  iTa>siirvd  liiniM-lf  a->  llir 
'•"'•"  ''■'>•  'iil'vrd.  ILIiaddiMunnpa  I  ahlr  l,r>id,. 
""'  '•"■''■  •""!  ">"  HMTonnd.d  il    uilh  r.i>.>  ll,;it   Ili,-y 

""-'''  l'-'^"'  '•«•"■"  H'llniir  HI  an  ailM.nr.  She  Mnih-d 
rc  niinivcciic,-. 

■■|)n  .\<.n  rcm.nil.rr  11,,.  ijinr  \  on  drc, rated  your 
'•aliin  lor  nir?  " 

■  Do  i:  • 

"Atid  lli.n  \i)ii  played  '  Mar>  Alon..'" 

■'And  llirn  yon  ^fnnil.lcd."     Tliry  lau-licd.  drop- 

pin-:    l'ork>    and    >| n>    lo   (•la>p    liatnU    acro»    lliv 

•■il>l''.  '"Tlir  niornini:  and  I  lie  .A.nini,'  w.tc  I  he  (ir^l 
day.  l)oy,,!i  renienilier  the  ev.iiin.L:\  Utile  laicy?"' 
She  eouM  ^lilj  thi^h  over  thai  >lran.<:e.  involuntary 
pil.-rinia-e  Ihn.u-h  ".,•  Jun.-  (Iu>k  to  hi.  hidden 
<■"'""•  "Hou  could  _\ou  he  -o  viire  il  wa.  I? 
Si'veral  of  the  i,rl,-|^  j,.,,]  ,„,  white." 

■"Ilow  eouhl  I  he  >o  .ure  my  he.irl  \va>  in  my  h-ft 
>ider"" 

•'Werenl  we  jiappy  -  and  w.rciri  we  mi>eral)le. 
'I'hal  horri.i  Mr.  Ludhim:"*  .she  >hivered  an<l  went 
l»aek  to  lier  l)reakra>t. 

".\ren  I  you  vwv  ^oin-  to  tell  nie  how  lie  made 
trouMe.^     What  lie  >aid  or  did.^" 
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''^r>.      I'll  1,11  yr.ii  oil  your  >i\ly-fif||i  l.irHid.iy." 
*'H'll    l)rili,,[..    I    ...uMll"!    i:.,    ,,|1(|    Lit    hi,,,    fnr    it. 

Ill'll.         II'-    IlliL,'lll    l.r   ,1,.,,1    •' 

"^*''-   '•'■^'■''  '"'"'I   liiiii.      II.-  .-.m":    liiirl    11,  .,-;iiii. 

Im.-I      il     \vn,„|,-rl'„l     lu     l.r     M,    ,luM.     ||,;,t     ,,.,     ,„„. 

""tliii'i^'        'oiil.l  -,.|  ill  li.lu. •,.,,'■• 

^   *"A(hl      I..     Ii.ivr     ,|,,|!,-     i(      in      h\,.,,(y.|olir     linlir,! 

K-.r  y...i  kiinu.   j.u,  V,  u,-  u.iv  ji.s|   |„v|.i„|i,iu'  llui 
ur    wnvn'l    niarrir.l.    .iJUr    11,.,!    ni-l.t       \\\.    kn.u 

\\'-   IT.lllx     Were."' 

"'"'•'■'•'I    \^''    'li'l    "<-'•      I    'li.hri    know    ;,tiylliiii- 
<'\C("l)l     HkiI     it     xvi,>         nice    uc.ithcr.      Why.     1),,,,^ 

Al.-lloll.'.    if    ;,ny    on..    1,,|.|    ..,i,|    |,,    y,,||.    |h;,t     lil-.f     ,|;,y, 

■••'"IT    month,    fi-oni    nou .    lhi>   ,hy,   .till'  ^i,l    r,,,i„ 
.M,-|.sichii>.-ll.s '  •' 

'■■'rhi>  iiiacr-cssililc  priiic,..  in  ;i  ponvliiln  lourr."  " 
'"■  '"■"'^''  '"•  "'\\i"  '><■  '-^iliii-  !.iv,ikr.i>t  uiih  you  in 
San  rr;mci>co.  with  h.r  j,;iir  in  fu,,  1,1, ..„■,!  pi-taiU. 
our  ovfi-  each  rar.  and  Iht  appdi!.-  .•xcT.lin^ly 
prood  for  a  yoiiiii,'  woman  who  didn"!  waul  anythin- 
I'Ul  loa^i;  I  sl,(,iild  hav.'  faint, --h  Mi>,  |.n,-y.  |{,|(" 
oh,  I  -should  li;i\c  come  io  aira in  I"' 

'•Four  nionlh^'""  'n,.-  .|i,„-kiiii:  l.rwity  ,.f  ih.i,- 
acfiuainfaiKv  \\;i,  ;,  drlio-h|  t,,  her.  -'Aiid  wr  have 
only  kn<.wn  t';,<-h  othrr  in  the  country,  too.  \Vr 
may  h."  (juilc  ditl'rrcnl  in  (own.      I  know  I  .•.tn." 

'"I    MippoM-    you    turn    hauulily    and    a^k    al.oiil 
graiidralhrr^?"      ilr    c,,,,!.!     h;,vr     f,,ld     hi^     lair 
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in    iia|>])y   (•onfidcucc   now.    },nt    he    would    iiol    in- 
Irrnipl. 

"^<-.    ol'    couix'.     And     I     >npi)o.>(.'     yon     Uirn 
l)()licii!i,in."' 

'■\Vliar>  that?"* 
"  I  <l()n*l  know,  if  yon  don*(." 

'"I  know  wlial  x.nic  propK-  lliink  it  is  — loalidy 
l»<a^ts  llicy  ;irc,"  s;  id  Daini,  MTcnrlv  hnltcrin" 
l<>a>l.  ••'^'onr  aunt>  will  pnthahly  call  nic  llial." 
"Hill.  jn>l  l)rl\\c(n  onrst'Kfs,  Dana,  an- your"' 
"Eoi-d.  no.  .h  siiis  1)1)11  liimnicous,  nioi.  I'n-r 
(!,■ /.nnlHr."  He  lan-rlicd  ,.xpan>ivcly.  "1  wonder 
il  you  will  con-id. •!•  our  diinu-r  party  Ix.hcinian? 
1  never  thon^lit  of  (he  horrid  word,  niyxif." 

"Oh.  our  dinm-r "  .she  henaii  va:,niely. 

"We  inu>t  write  the  notes  lo-day,  dear  -rirl. 
YoudI  enjoy  llK'ni:  you  can't  help  it,"  he  added 
rca^uriimly.  svv\u<i  how  her  fac<'  had  clouded.  He 
rainhled  on  ahoul  these  dear  and  charming  friends, 
not  dreaming  thai  soinethin,!..'  had  to  j)e  said, 
and  that  Lney.  in  a  misery  of  dread,  was  nerving' 
herself  to  "walk  np  to  il  like  a  little  major."  It 
eanu'  jjuite  snddeidy. 

"Dana!     .\l)onl    these    peopK-        why    not     have 
lln-ni  to  tea  instead  of  to  dinner?" 
"To  lea!'"  he  repealed  hlankly. 
"^es.      In   the  afternoon.      If   would  he  so  ,nnrh 
•iinpler    than    a    -real    dinner   and    I   .should    reallv 
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nurt  Ihrni  hctt.r.  It  l.ni  a>  if  lluy  uouM  ..xp,.,! 
anything  like  ;i  .JiniuT  from  u>:  tlu-  ohli^ration  i>  ;.ll 
tlirulli.TWay.      Wliat  do  y,,,,  think.  (I..;u?  " 

H  \va>  Dana  wlu,  J.a.l  lo  <.Ira,-  hi.  throat.  In  lii.s 
aviTtf.l  c'yc>  was  a  h>ok  of  hrwihh.n-.l  i'l^Vhl.  -Dt, 
you  lurai,        iM-caiiM-  of  the  rxpcisr.  Lucy'?"" 

"Wrll.  it  would  co^t  ah.Minlly,  a  privalr  (h'niu-- 
rooni  and  a  ,)iano.  And  when  wr  can  -ct  tlic  .sanu- 
Jliin-.  can  meet  then,  all  ju^t  a.s  well  at  a  tea - 
<li)n"f  von  sec?" 
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"Oh.  th.iv  i>  plenty,  of  conr.M-.  IJul,  |);,,ia 
<l«-ar;'  she  lowered  her  voice  confidentiallv,  -I 
lliou-ht  if  would  he  M)  very  nice  if  Hh-  rent  of  the 
Shore  house  for  the  sununer  just  balanced  this 
trip.     Don't  yon  think  it  would?"' 

"^Vli_\-.  Lucy?"" 
^    "Oh.  it  would  I.e  lik.'  nvttin-  all  this  for  nothin,-. 
'I'he  old  place  wa>  never  rented  hel'ore."" 

"I>o   you"        flu.    (pu'stion    came    hard,    hut    lu> 
dra^'^'ed   if    out    l.y   nuiiu   force.   nn">erahly   h.-nf    on 

«iu<lerstanding-*-do   you    spend     much"    of    your 
iriconie?"' 

"A  -ood  d.'al.  There  ar(>  those  (wo  l)i^^  hous.'s 
to  keep  up.  heside.  all  thai  one  has  to  ^\yv  away. 
My  Kraudfather  use.l  to  .say  that  one  should  live 
ou  the  income  of  one's  income:  inv.'sf  f!,,.  income, 
you  see.  an.l  live  on  the  ."aterest  of  thai,  but  I  have 
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Mcvrr  Irird  il.  I  ^houldn'l  (juilc  \v;inl  lo.  I  H^ink.'" 
And  yet  Lucy's  voice  \va.>  \vi.>Uul.  and  ahout  licr 
inoulli  lay  Hk-  I'aiiif  coniprcvsiot)  tiial  had  coinc 
do'vii  |{)  licr  with  her  thou.-ajuN.  Dana  .>a\v  il,  fur 
l!ic  fir-l  lime,  and  an  a^hatned  colour  >\\v\){  up  lo 
hi>  rorehcad.  "Il  i>  x)  I'ooH-li  to  throw  money 
al)oul,"'  Lucy  was  sayin;.'.  vastly  relieved  tiiat  that 
was  over.     "  or  course,  if  you  really  cared  about  il 

Ix'iii;,'  a  dinner " 

"No." 

"Then  that  i..  settled.     And  I  think  the  lea  will 

l'<>very  plea>ant.      What  arc  we  ^'oin^' to  do  to-day?  " 

Dana    ro>e.      "Suppose    I     Icl    you     dre>,s    now? 

N\cvc  tinishcd,  have  n't  we?     Tlien  we  can  go  out 

and  do  —  sonielhiiiir.'' 

lie  abruptly  lel'L  iier.  shuttin.i,'  the  door  between 
llu'  lw(j  rooms.  He  knew,  now:  and  all  that  he  had 
explained  away  came  back  lo  reint'orce  his  knowl- 
edge. IIi.>  princess  in  the  porcelain  tower  was 
(lay,  like  other  people.  He  had  laughed  at  Lucy, 
lea.>ed  her  for  small  I'oibles;  but  his  idealistic  youth 
had  accepted  her,  simply  and  without  wonder,  as 
flawless.  And  now,  with  the  ugly  Haw  past  denial, 
he  had  as  yet  no  thought  tor  how  it  must  afreet  him. 
lie  could  see  only  his  hearl>icki>iiing  disappoii.. 
ment . 

"(^h,  no,  no!"  he  prole.-led  aloud,  but   the  denial 
was  oidy  mechanical.     He  knew. 
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Fortunately.  Lucy  was  a  lon^  ti.ne  dressing. 
(  Invalry  prcscitly  rose  up  to  oon.hal  the  .Ir.olatin.^ 
sense  of  lo.s.  Before  .h.  op.nnl  the  .l.or,  he  wa^ 
sorry  for  her,   t.Mi.ler  over  h.-r,  Inuuhly  apo!o<;.tic 

!.at  he,  M,  full  of  vital  fhuvs.  .houKl  have  ju,l,..l  Jht 
forthrss.n.le.iefeet.  His  one  thou-,ht  was  to  hide 
Ins  hru.se  from  the  nu-rry,  ehalK-r.^in.  .yo.  that 
sou.d.  Ins  fron,  the  doorway.  Luey  had  made 
lierself  very  handsome,  and  knew  it. 

"Bein^^    married    is    really    .-:    tnMnemlous    lark  " 
>lH.   eonfid.,,    to   hi.n   as   they    w.nt    out    to.dh.r. 
\Miat   did   you   do  this  n.orning  when   vou   were 
out  so  early .^" 

Memory  of  what  he  had  done  can.e  hack  with  an 
appalhn-j  shoek.  II.  drew  hn-alh,  nervousK  t,. 
IH  her;  hut  H.e  elevator  was  not  a  .suitahh-  ph,.e 
and  m  the  courtyard  helow  they  were  s,opp,.d  h^' 
an  oM  ac,,uaintance.  After  that,  there  s.vun.l 
to  he  no  tune,  Lucy  was  so  eager  to  see  the  citv.  .0 
absorbed  m  its  vivid  hi>lory. 

"I'll  tell  her  at  Inneh." Ye  deel.led,  irritated  ami 
a>hamed  at   h.s  own  ivluetanee,  hut    when    at   l-.s| 
I.ung<Tdrovellu.„,  in,,,,,,rc,anewa>pee^ 
atra.r  kept  him  >ilent.     For  a  di>mal  conviction  that 
he  had  uunle  .  fool  of  himself,  that  radiant  mornin,. 
liad  heen  steadily  gaim-n^  ground  under  his  cheerful 
conversation.     He  had  taken  a  goodly  handful  of 
h.s  wife  s  money  and  l,ought  with  it  an  inaccessihle 
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dill'  in  ;iii  uinlo'rahlc  iU'i;,'lil)ourlioo<J.  Large  sUIiks 
spt  III  in  l)la>liiig  and  grading  iniglil  bring  tlu-  liny 
l(»l  williin  reach;  hnl  even  then  it  uonhl  he  of  hiHe 
\ahie  nnlil  thai  down-al-lhe-heel  corner  of  town 
had  >utiered  a  change.  To  lia\e  bought  it  without 
her  C(;ii-.eiil  might  well  make  her  anxious  as  to  what 
he  would  ilo  another  time;  and.  at  the  thought  of 
worried  .strictures,  his  chin  went  up  and  lii.-,  lips 
slillened.  By  e\cry  instinct  of  his  being.  Dana 
Malone  wa>  the  lu'ad  of  hi>  family,  and  the  liea>l 
of  a  family  ma_\-  not  be  put  in  the  position  i)f  a 
schoolboy  who  ha>  oxcrdrawn  his  allo»,ance.  \o, 
not  e\-en  if  he  is  in  the  wrong. 

■'  \  on  don't  seem  hungry."  ob>cr\  ed  Lucy. 

'■(  urious  after  that  I)reakfast !"'  He  forced 
himself  back  to  cheerfid  at  f  cut  i\-enes>.  Luc\"s 
gayety  prov(>d  to  him  how  well  he  had  succeeded 
in  it,  tiial  iidcrminable  morning.  Her  clieek>  were 
flushcd,  and  her  eyes,  U'>uall\-  so  gently  blue,  had 
a  new  glint  and  sparkle. 

"Vou  know,  Dana.  I  am  not  going  to  be  uttt'rl>- 
selfish,  out  here,"  she  presently  as-ured  him,  with 
I  he  earne>tne»  that  mailc  people  want  to  smile 
at  her.  "  Vou  nur^l  go  about  with  your  old  friends, 
loo.  They  will  be  huii  if  >(»u  don't.  And  I  shall 
be  tired  and  waiU  to  re-t  in  t!ie  aflernuona.  So  you 
will  be  jXTfeetly  frc-e." 

"I    tlon't    know    liial    I    want    to    be   free,    little 
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Lucy."  lie  spokr  nion-  x.hcrly  lliaii  [he  orca>i.,.i 
warrantr.l.  I.is  ry.-.  on  hi,  platc^.  H,-,-  ;.la,„v 
passed  like  a  srcivt  caios  fio.ii  }.i>  rou-h  l,la(  k  liair, 
so  oddly  louelu-d  will,  -ray,  |„  Uk-  h.-oad,  <.vrr- 
hangiii-  forcl.rad.  an,!  tlu-  j.ittiii-  chin  will,  ils 
dtvp  cicfl.  To  any  one  who  loved  Dana,  hi,>  irreg- 
ular hrown  facv  had  an  appealinn-  In-auty. 

'■  I  know.  IJnl  yon  inn>t  rcincnihcr  that  you  arc," 
sl.f  in.si.t.d.  "I  never  have  little  hurt '  feelings, 
you  know.  I  could  have  very  \>v^  one,,  if  anything 
were  meant  unkindly,  hut  the  lilll,.  (,nes  ari-  onlv 
vanity  and  egotism.  Did  you  know  that,  Dana? 
I  found  it  out,  once,  and  so  I  pulled  them  all  up  l.v 
the  roots.     There  i>rri  one  left." 

He  managed   to  smile  at    hvr.      '"If  you   sec  any 
in  me.  will  yon  pnll  them  up.  too.-" 

"Ah,  you  were  horn  l.ig,  dearest,  hig  and  in((,n- 
scious:  you  di<ln-t  have  to  grow  hig,  inch  l,v  inch, 
all  l)y  yourself.  Xol  that  I  have  done  it,  vet;  but 
I  am  going  to  I.e  heforc  I  d,e."  And  she\,o,lded 
reassuringly,  as  though  to  say,  "Jnst  wait!"  A 
startled  thought  that  she  nught  have  seeji  how  she 
I'ad  Imrt  his  ideal  of  her.  that  n.orning,  sharinne.! 
his  ghmce. 

'•What    made  you    think   of   that   now.^"   he  de- 
manded. 

" Nothing.     I  am  always  tliinking  about   it,  one 
way    or    another  —  about     bigness    and    l)eautv.-' 
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The  waiter  inlcrniitlrd  with  tin-  card,  hut  siie  .>.hook 
her  head.     '*We  don't  want  anything  more,  do  we?" 

"I  <U)n"t."  Dana  ghinced  inditFerently  at  tlio 
score  oli'ered  him,  then  put  down  a  hill  with  the 
j^'esturc  thai  is  aii^wdxd  \)y  a  uratihcd  l)ow. 

"^'olI  know  whal  I  uiNh;-'"'  jir  rxclainied.  "That 
your  in'cc  hrown  hair  lifted  on  a  hin^'f,  so  that  one 
could  look  in>idf  now  and  then  and  find  out  ju>t 
what  wasgoin^'  on.  It  nii^dil  >a\e  ns  a  lot  of  trouhlc. 
Miss  Lucy.  For  I  don't  .suppose  you  will  ever  reall\- 
tell  me." 

"I  will  tell  you  what  i>  K<''"t,'  »ii  ''''^^  inimite." 
she  said,  puttiui;  on  her  i^dove^.  "I  think  that  you 
oufiht  lo  have  addnl  up  the  score,  to  see  if  if  was 
rij;ht.  and  I  think  you  gave  too  large  a  tip  for  a  little 
lunch."  She  sniiletl  fo  show  that  it  did  not  really 
matter,  this  lime,  l)ut  Dana  wa>  too  d(.e|)ly  di.,- 
ai)poinled  to  ropond.  Whafexcr  might  he  in  her 
thoughts,  she  e\idently  had  no  conception  of  what 
was  Iving  so  hea\ilv  in  his. 

"And  now  the  ( 'liineNC  shops,"  she  demanded, 
rising.  "Don't  you  thiid<  it  would  l)e  nice  if  we 
took  a  present  fo  Candy?" 

His  agreement  was  so  radiant.  >o  lit  with  relief, 
thai  slu'  wondered  over  it. 

""^'ou  are  very  fond  of  Candy,  aren't  you?"  she 
said,  a  little  wistfully,  as  they  went  up  the  street. 

"\\\ll,  when  you  think !"  he  reminded  her. 
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^  "But  .she  knows  you  iH-lter  than  I  do."     hucy 
•siglu-d,  then  laughed  at  hcr.elf.     "I  married   vou 
anyway,"  .she  said. 

'•Vou  certainly  did,'   1,,.   -.ssented  ^-ravely      He 
could  not  play  the  little  g;nne  of  luve  to-<lay.  " 

As  Lucy  had  sai.l,  they  had  known  eaeh  other  onlv 
1"    the   country,    where    th.-re   was   no   huving   and 
•sdhng.      Their    hour    in    the    Chinese    .shops    was 
a  period    of    torture    to    Dana;    for   Lucv    simply 
could    not    buy.       She   was   like   u   tinu'd  \vavfarer 
with  a  ehasm  to  ju.np  -  .he  came  again  and"again 
to  the  edfje,  hut  her  hearl  always  failed  her  Ix^fore 
'  '^-    I<-ap    could     he     taken.       The     ancestral    voice 
tlnmdered     in    her    ear>,    and.     l,elievin^<     thai     it 
^poke  wisdom   and   ,luty,  >he  gave   troul.led  hee<l 
from    an   emhroi.lere.l    .silken    roi.e,   ti,it<'d   like  an 
opal,    that    would    have   I.een    a  joy  to   the  end   of 
(andaces    days,  .she  came  ,lown,   Un^crin^W,   dis- 
tressfully, through   liangin-s  and   tal,le  .srjuares    to 
a  n.odest  cushion  cov(>r,  and  Dana,  who  vcstrrdav 
could   have   run    the   affair   with   joyous   autioritv- 
to-day  stood  at  one  side  and  took  no  part. 

"\ou    don't    hell)   iiic    -if     .II  "I.  I  •      1 

^  'I'    '"<    ai    .111,      s|,r   conij)lained. 

Uon  t  you  think  >hv  would  hk.'  that?" 
Tlu>  cover  was  ,,retfy  enough,  an<l  he  said  .so.  dnJv 

then  stood  at   fh.  shop  door  until  .hr  joined  him, 

the  httle  package  in  her  hand. 

"Poor  dear,  he  doesn't  Iik(>  shopping/'  she  mur- 
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iiiiirctl.  and  li.'i-  clicck  (•ontriNrd  |.,  Iirii-h  )ii>  -liouldcr 
a>  tllry  Weill  out. 

Ilr  would  Iia\c  lold  Lucy  wliat  he  li;,,|  |,,  tdl  1,,.^ 
oil  tlicir  rcliini  to  Ihr  hold.  |,ul  iccolIcctioM  of  an 
appoiuliuciil  with  Sam  Mynu.i-  madr  liim  hurry  oil" 
to  hi>  (.M  friciiil'^  roorn'<  willi  tlic  '*(  hildrcii'.-.  ("ni- 
>adc"  iiiu>ic  unil.r  hi>  arm.  Thrrr.  for  I  wo  ah-orhcd. 
iilU-rly  happy  liuur-,  hr  wa>  coiixiou-,  ouly  of  his 
work  and  of  hi>  iiia-tfr'>  fnlhii-ia>m.  Fra:,'ih'  as 
Mr.  IJyiiiicr  wa>.  ol)\iou>ly  l)rcakiii;;'.  Iu\  >pirit  rose 
lip  hiliiiiioii>Iy  to  meet  thi>  call.  '\'\u-  krcii  chal- 
Icn<,'('  of  hi>  crilici-m.  lli<-  hrcadlh  and  ccrlainly 
of  his  kiiowlcl^^r,  -rave  Dana  a  thrilled  >en>e  tliat 
the  key  to  ^M-('alnes>  lay  there  between  them  ill  that 
sliahhy  old  room. 

"^^hal  a  wonder  you  are.  Sam  Bynner,"  he 
exclaimed,  when  at  la>t  a  Ntrikini,'  clock  startled 
him    to   lii>   feet.      "Wild    where   -should    I    he   if  you 

hadn't "       He   laid    hi>   hand-,    on    the   other's 

.shouhlcrs,  leaving'  the  s.-ntence  uiifini>lied  iu  words. 
Age  was  vi>il»ly  creepin;^'  hack  over  the  uj^right 
fi^Mire  that  had  ca>t  il  oil'  for  two  triunu)jiant  hours. 
Air.  Bynner  slipped  into  ih.'  nearest  chair,  letting 
liiN  head  droj)  with  a  fine  air  <jf  ca^uahiess  against 
its  hack. 

"It  wa.s  a  great  privilege.  And  this  afternoon  — 
well,  1  feci  that  I  can  go  in  peace,  Dana.  We  have 
i^ucceeded,  you  and  I." 
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"Don*!  talk  of  ^'«.iii^'!" 

••\<).    (.f   coiir^-    ncL    ,l.>ar    boy."     TIm-    n-m.»tr 

;'''I-'<'J'«-<I     >".il.'    of     111,.    .|,y     !,,f„,,     ,,,,^     („     ,,i^    ^,^.^,^ 

'■Hut  when  Mo.yui,  will  iTMH-iiil.ri-al...Ml  Lin\?-' 
"I  wilU'ivfliiin  llir.h.uiccllial  y(.u  -aw  ni..." 
"(JooW.^'ood.      lb\  uortli  it.      Wr  will  haw  I... 

li.TrM.inraftrnioon.    AlM  wt- -lljiavr  aiiotj,,.,- >r.sio 
willi  tile  iiiiim"c?" 

^^  "All  you  cwii  .stand.      And  you  niii.t  meet   Lucv." 
Tli<-  for-olirn  day  ivasMTl.-d  itM-If,  chillin-  hi>  joy 
"I    must     \n-    uiW"    1h-    Slid.      "(;„od    niVlit.    .^ain 
Byun.T."     Tl.,.y  sniil.-d  owr  tli-   nanu-:   tli,-  >niall 
Dana  had  nrvcr  called  hi>  Irachcr  anylhin- .■1m>. 
'•Conic  soon.  Dana.     'i'l,..  time  is  so  short." 
'•Dh.    w.'   may    stay   .several    uc-ks."    said    Dana 
reas>iiriii/.,'ly  from  the  stairs. 

He  went  hack  l.y  the  same  car  line  tliat  he  ha<I 
««"k«'n  after  hi>  mornin-'s  advenlnre.  That  was 
'><•'  '"■"<•  hours  a-o:  an.l  yet  he  felt  as  if  a  year  had 
'■laF)se.l  sinc.>  a  crazy  M.ntimenl.'f.t  ha-l  hou-hl 
macc(>ssil,h.  real  estate  will,  his  wif.-'s  resources. 

"Hi<h  nian.^  I'm  not.  Im  a  l.<,v  with  monev 
"«  Ins  pocket,"  he  .leci.le.l  wearily.  Then  his  hand 
ti^^lit.ned  on  the  package  of  music.  "I've  -ot 
that."  he  nmtlcr(>d. 

He  opened  his  door  nerverl  lo  make  hfs  confession 
and  to  take  without  fiiiiehfn-  the  MirjuiM-.  t),,. 
questions,    (he    troul.led    w-irnin-s    that    he   had    so 
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nclily  rarncd.  I.u.y  w;,.  lyin^  .lo.r,.  with  uin.i.nvs 
•  larkciir.l.  ,„„.  iirm  acro^  Ilt  rvr..  I.iit  s],,.  wavcl 
li.r  liaii.l  f„  .|,n\v  Ihaf  >l,r  wa>  auak<-.  Daiia  .spoke 
il'i-iiplly  from  111.-  tni<l.ll.(,r  lli.-  room. 

"Lucy,    I    inadr  an   iMio(    ,,f   iMy>.  If   !ln\   iiinrtifllK. 
I  liav  hal.-.l  I,,  (.11  y..ii.      [   uviit   ,,|     l„f,,rr  hrcak- 
f;i>l  for  a  look  at   my  (,|,|  l„,iiic.      It\  ;,  diaiity  now, 
IM-trhfd   „|)  on  a  clilf        of  ,„,  rartlily   vahir."     Aii.l 
I    1.0.1,1^1,1     il.-      Wrr    ryr.    w.rr    fixr.l    on    l,im    with 
Nlraincd  intcnin. -s  f,-,,,,,  niid.r  hrr  arm.  I.nl  >lir  said 
"oti.in-       Ilr    ,,Inn-,M|    on.    l.i.    (onr    dry.    almost 
his>li\r.      -'riir  |„.o|,|,.  ul,o  ..wncd  if  saw  mr  comin:; 
;"id  Ihon-lit    I  wa>  ..  huy.r;  lli.y  j,;„l  old  'ForSah"' 
•si^Mi.-,  al.onl.     Tlirn-  ua>  a  >i(kdookin-  man  and  his 
wif.-    and    tw.,    chil.hvn.      \\  h.  i.     I    explained    why 
I  \va>  Ihcrc.  Ili,.y  M.,.,n.'d        <„t   up.      'l\uy  wanlril 
to  M-ll  it  and  ::<,  |o  h"v(>  in  (he  South  for  }ii>  h.altli. 
1'hr  d,.,tor  lia.i  >aid  -     u,.||.   I   ir„,.,.  j,,,  i,,„!    ,„  ^,^, 
Ix'forc  wintrr.  if  it   ua^  to  l,r  any  um-.      The  woman 
was    unhappy.      Anyway.    I    nia-h-    a  cra/y    fool    of 
"i.VM'If.      I    h^fl    a    check    with    the   a.r<nl    and    he's 
makiu-out  the  paper..      I  can't  -o  hack  <.n  if  now." 
Lucy  had    rixii  on  one  dhow.       -  Wl,y.  you  did 
rii^'hl.    you    .h'd    exactly    ri-ht,"    >hc    cried.       "  Vou 
couhhri  have  done  other\vi.>e.     Tell  me  more  —  Idl 
mc  (•v<Ty thing." 

"Lucy,  you   love!    I    tiiought    you'd    hatcmc!" 
Uv   fiuuK   him.sdf  down    he^ide   her.   all    inif.duous 
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l)()y  n^'aiii.  "  ^■nl|  „  .■.  I  ww,  ><>  luippy.  ami  I  I'.  It 
M.~M,  -I  i,,.v,T  had  iia.l  any  iiion.-y  hrfon-,  aii<l 
it  lia.l  all  p.nr  to  iny  lirad.  And  tlicy  uviv  df.prr 
;'!'■.  l.iicy.  ir  y,,ii  I, ad  >r,ii  IJh.ii,  u|,rii  I  saiM  I 
f'.HJirf  cum.'  ;.,  buy!  Mv.ti  llu'  ki.N.  And  lli.y 
were  >o  nicr  tlir  man  didn't  -ay  a  word.  .Iii.f 
Weill  hack  into  llx^  li.,n-r.  H,,|  |I„.  p<„,r  woman 
•"iildn't  help  Icllin-  nic.  and  -onn-  way.  I  f.-lt  a>  if 
It  nii<,'l!l  Ix'yon  slir  ua>  rviundrd.  and  K-'Htlc,  and 
ju>f  l.rcakin<r  with  Ironl.l.'.  A  Irw  inindn-d  d..lla!> 
'li'l  x'rni  M>  liltlr.  And  if  y.,n  could  l.avc  >ccn  1,,-r 
i'l'tcrwanl:  Hnl.  my  .|rar<-l.  it  ua>  a  wry  l.ad 
|)iirclia>c  from  any  oIIkt  standpoint.  W^i  rcali/c 
lliat?"  II,-  lift,..!  j,i,  head  (o  look  into  her  cyo, 
and  fonnd  them  wet. 

'"Wliat  does  that  matter.  Dana!  I  am  ^jad, 
^'lad  yon  did  it.      And  \-on  worrie.j  ahoiit  •Jiat'-'"' 

She  drew  him  to  her  willi  an  intensity  thai  startled 
liini.  Then  he  fell  licr  Ireinhle,  and  a  sol)  shook 
her  from  liead  lo  foot. 

'•I.u:-y!  What  is  it.^'"  II..  held  her  c!os<>.  wrnn- 
with  distress,     -'r.ll  „„..  I„v,'.     Oh.  don't,  don't !"' 

"()  Dana!"  .^h,-  had  mastered  her-.  If  in  a 
moment,  hnt  Aw  conM  not  wait  till  her  voic.>  was 
steady.  "All  day  lotit;  you,  have  heen  so  —  so 
(lepres>;-d.  d„\vri  Underneath  —  oh.  y,,n  were  so 
clear  and  cheerful  on  too.  if  nr.irk   Li"l!..,l  „,-.t     lA.- 
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I  tfioii-lil  lli;it  |M  rli,ip>  you  \\,iv  l)oiv.|.  lli.il  t.ikiim 
'"<•  .iIh.iiI  u.iMi'l  ;;.  Miiicli  full  .,,  \,„i  Ii.nl  lli..n-|i| 
•'  ^^""''1  '"■:  111.'!  [H  rll.l|).  y.MI  U.,li|r,|  lo  Im-  ..lulir 
"I-  !•>  ^ro  I.,  your  n|<|  fij.  n.K.  (H,,  J  ,|i,l„(  Kim.u 
^^''•■''  '"  lliiiik:  I  uoiiMii't  r,,c,  ii  iiiilil  I  \v,i.  I,.  IT 
'■>  "lyM-ir.  I  pr.trii.lr,!  .  \,iy  lliin-  U.|>  ,|||  ,i;..|,|; 
'"il  all.T  yon  Ii,i,|  ^,,11,.  ;,ii.l  I  ((.iiMn'l  pr.  |,ii,|  ;in\- 
"""•<'        <>  D.ui.i.  I  iir.irly  .11,., I!" 

Il.r   iniM'i-y   s,,   i,,,-.-   Iiim    |||,||    |,,.   |,,,,Ix    ivfuK,.   j,, 

ill.li-ll.llll  U..r<|>.  >p.,kr||  l,.lur.n  I. .km.  ..f  ;,l,j",.,| 
h'M.lrrilr...  '•!  II, .\,.,-  Im.,,-,!  ,iii\|||iim  .,)  >i||y. 
I.il.y  Ciiyl.r,  ynii  oi|mI,|  |,,  1„.  ,|,,ik.ii'  Don'l  y,,ii 
know,  (l^ii't  you  l:,i,„rY"  Slicdifu  ;i  l.ui-  l.rok.ii 
>idi. 

"I  knew  Iln\  iiioriiiii<,'.  I<ul  il  (Inlti't  li<  Ij.  me  a 
'"'  \\'"'>  >""  cliiinircd.  Ami  1..  Iliink  ili.ii  \[ 
was  ;il|  ll,;,(  .,li-nnl  lot  !     ()  D.nia:"" 

(Jiiill\'  kiiowl,,!-,.  ||,;,|  il  „..,,  ,„,,  .,11  ||„.  .||,,,,,.,j 
lol  ma.lc  lilin  hide  lii>  face  in  Ii<r  ,|nsv.  I,-!  ||  l„  tray 
iiiin.  An  oM,  r  man.  or  our  I.  ..  in  Io\,..  iiii;:li|  liavc 
'""I'll. I  v.oi-.U  ilirii  to  I. 11  li.i-  cv.iytliiiiM:  hut  Dana 
coiiM  a    I  ;i-il\-  Iia\c  struck  Iht. 

"I>i-ii"t  iluiik  alioiil  it  aii.\-  more*"  lie  implored; 
itut  Lucy  could  11,, I  ror^r,.|  licf  terror. 

■"I  \vis|i  u,.  could  run  away,"  sh,'  .■xdaimcd. 
"I  111'  idea  of  <:oin;r  out  into  llio^.  >amc  strfcts 
to-morrow  couldirt  wc  :r«>  away  now  and  conic 
l»ack  later?      Would  liiaf  he  loo  eowardiv?  " 
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IF'-     lonkr.l     ;||     |n\     Walcll.        "IIoW     loll^'     \V(.u|.|     if 
l;ikf  Vdii  It)  |).i(k  .'  " 

"Why.   (Icin-t.    I    Immu'i    nupackr.l    vtl."     She 
li.iil  -larN'd  up.  >liinin:^r  widi  ra^triif^^. 

'■.Ml  nVlit.  (ill  liialy  wliilr  I  look  ii|)  trains. ■■ 
'I'liry  spraii<,'  lo  llirii-  Ur\.  ;.n.|  Daiia  liiiirir.j  .jowii 
to  the  ndicc.  X)  iii(,\c.|  ;i|  tlir  Way  laicy  li,i«l  tak<ii 
hi-  ra>h  acl  thai  in-  I'ori^ol  lo  uoii.jrr  how  hr  iiiiLrhl 
ha\r  |';irc<|  li;i,|  Iif  I  old  lii->  I  ;i|<>  in  111,,  (ir^i  ,iilliii>i- 
a^ii  of  Inr  iiioniiim.  Ill-  w  L'lad  to  niii  a\va\- 
uilh  hrr.  ;,'la<l  to  do  aii>lliiriLr  on  earth  thai  would 
niak.'  hir-  happy:  I  hry  could  conir  hack  kitcr  in  tin- 
trip  I'or  their  real  \i>il  (o  the  I)eIo\cd  lowi.  In 
lueuly  -horl  iin'tiute.,  u^ny  with  the  ru-h  ol"  their 
preparation^,  they  and  their  hiir^Mu«'  and  an  arnil'iil 
ol'  ro>e>  were  I.ein^  whirled  lo  the  >onlhern  <'.\pre>-<. 

They  had  planii.  d  lo  "tlo"  ihe  South  like  other 
tra\(  l!er>.  Iml.  al'ter  a  lew  day^^'  wanderint:.  fate, 
kiiouini:  a  heller  thiui,'  Ijiaii  that,  led  them  into 
Ihe  (iardeii  of  Kden  and  left  them  ther«'  I'or  their 
real  hoiie_\niooii.  A  (•>)lla;,'e,  perched  hetween  a 
hitie-hlack  mountain  and  a  radiant  sea.  complete 
even  to  a  piano  and  a  cook,  ofl'cred  il^elf  to  them 
I'lr  a  month.  Twenty-four  iiours  later  Dana  wa^ 
workin;,'  at  nm-ic  in  ihe  hii,'  li\  iii^'-rooni  and  Lucy 
\v.;>  p.iiutinu  it!  tin-  ^rarden,  ,,-•  I  liie  world  of  cilie, 
•  ind  of  mortal  liurt>  wa.-^  wiind  out  .iiid  for^'cjtlen. 
<  ool  ni,i:ht>.(riNj)  iMornin,i:>,lioi  n()on>.  evenin''^  .>il\er 
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si)l;ish('(l  with  >lars  without,  ruddy  with  HrchKht 
witliiii,  .swf[)t  thcni  round  thr  seasons  in  miniature 
every  twenty-four  hours:  work  cleverly  drew  them 
a{)art  in  llie  m()rnin<,'.  that  llity  nu";;lit  come  together 
with  a  new  ru-<h  of  joy.  They  stroHed  in  the  f,Mrden 
and  j)lanne(l  excur-ioiis  that  they  were  t<K)  happy 
to  take;  lliey  broui-lit  out  hooks  and  were  too  happy 
to  read  them;  and  the  ^'reat  St.  nernard.  who  eom- 
pleled  ilie  perfection  of  their  .settin<:.  thumped  liis 
tail  on  the  jjorch  hesidi-  Ihrin  or  laid  his  heavy  head 
on  their  knees  and  loved  them  unspeakably.  Day 
after  da\-.  life  >tood  still  at  one  j^dorious  f)oinf.  and 
they  fori,^)t  that  Paradise  jia<l  r\vr\  known  a  serpent. 

A  nn'mite  \  elocipede  in  a  corner  of  the  pore' 
games,  and  picture  hooks,  a  hatlered  ratr  <loll  auu 
an  appealing  little  hed  in  I  he  room  off  theirs,  recon- 
structed for  them  a  small  personafje  whom  Dana 
called  little  Frederick  and  Lucy  as  piTsistently 
referred  to  as  little  ."^usan.  They  argued  the  case 
daily,  considering  it  a  point  of  honour  not  to  ask  the 
cook  nor  to  exann'iK  the  fly  leaves  of  the  picture 
hooks.  I'he  lack  of  a  second  small  hed  (h  lu'ed  the 
possibility  of  both. 

"Who  ever  heard  of  giving  a  girl  a  velocii)ede?" 
Dana  was  loud  in  his  certainty.  *'She  might  ride 
an  old  one  of  her  l)rotlu'r's;  j)ut  there  is  no  sign  of 
a  hig  brother,  is  there.^" 

•  Hut     the    doll:     The    doll!"     Lucy     protested, 
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h(>r  oyrs  gloaming   with   laughler,    hut    her   mouth 
as  firm  as  his. 

"That  might  he  left  over  from  hahyhood.     Why, 
I   had  one   my>clf,  and   loved   it    without    >hamc 
>\v\>[  with  it  until  I  wa>  three  years  old.      My  mother 
has  often  said  >o.     \\m  know  where  we  found   if, 
forgotten  in  an  old  bottom  drawer." 

'"But  how  <U)  you  explain  the  pink  hair  rihhon 
I  found  in  th(>  lilac  l)U>he.>.^" 

'"And  how  do  you  explain  the  broken  cellar  win- 
dow and  the  ball  inside.^  Does  a  girl  throw  balls 
at  windows?     I  ask  you  that  I" 

Lucy  turned  to  the  St.  Bernard,  stretched  in  the 
path  at  their  feet. 

'"Sahib,  if  it  is  a  little  girl,  wag  your  tail,"  she 
coaxed,  and  of  course  the  tail  responded. 

"Sahib,  if  it  i>  a  boy,  speak!"  commanded  Dana 
with  a  suddenness  that  brought  an  obedietit 
"W'f!"  from  the  great  throat.  Then  thev  l)olh 
l)roke  down  into  laughter.  "  TIJ  tell  you  what." 
Dana  went(m;  "supfiose  wc  make  a  sur{)rise  for 
little  Frederick  down  in  the  garden.  We  nn'ght 
build  a  cave  where  those  stone>  are,  below  the 
Xorfijik  Island  i)ine.*' 

"  I  think  litt^  nisan  would  rather  have  a  rockery," 
Lucy  object!  il     'with  ferns  growing  on  it." 

"Oh,  no,  >lie  wouldn't.  (iirls  like  caves." 
Dana  lifted  her  bodily  from  the  steps  where  they  had 
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Ix'cn  >ittinp.     "Slu-  can  rail  it  a  grotto;  ^hc'II  love 
llial.     Cotncon!" 

Tlicy  ran  .lown   llic  uanlm   uilh  an  cntlni-iaMii 
llial    ronx'd    Sahih    to    niainnioili    ;,Mnil)oK.      rn.jcr 
llir  flat,  laycH'd  hranclio  of   the  pine  a  tliin  Ivd'^r 
ot  rock  jutlc<i  out,  .sn'/ij^'^tint;  \\o!i(|frl'nl  caxc  })o->i- 
l>ililics,  and   llicy  joyfnlly  fell   to  wirk   di<::,M'n-:  ont 
the  ground  hcncatli  and  hnilding  up  lli.'  sjdo  ^viiji 
stones.      Lucy    wa^^    forbidden    to    touch    the   liea\y 
slabs,  hut  was  allowed  to  pave  the  cave\  floor.  ;;nd 
started  a  charnu'ng  nio>aic  of  li-h'  and  dark  >t()ne>, 
lying  flat   on   the  .sunned  earth   with   arnis   l)an>   to 
the  elbow  and  ainu>inirly  dirty.      Dana,  bare-arnied 
also  and   presently  collarle-s,    toiled   (jver  !ii>   walls 
with    singh'-Uiinded    absorption.      Far    below    Iheni, 
through      pine      I. ranches,      glimmered      the     >.,.;,, 
and    behind     them     loomed     the     tn'ti  vs,     lifeh'ss 
mountain,      purple     black     in     th.-     waning     after- 
noon.    The  world  was  all  their  own,  and  labour  was 
good. 

"I  wish  we  had  some  moss  to  plant  about  tlu' 
edge,"  Lucy  said,  after  a  long,  busy  sil(>nce.  '"Little 
gn-ls  always  love  moss.  .\iid  they  love  liny  i)aths. 
^^e  can  make  one  of  pine  needles,  ami  border  it 
with  white  stones,  leading  into  the  cave." 

"Oh.  no.  The  way  in  nni-l  be  secret,  almost 
unfindable,"  Dana  declared.  "There  nnisl  be  a  |)ile 
of  l>rush  against  the  outside." 
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*'Frc(i<>rick  would  u.>e  liiat  for  a  bonCro,  first 
tiling'  you  knew." 

'■'riicii  Frt'dcrick  would  ^I't  >j)aMkcd." 

'"Oil.  no,  Dana."  Slit- >trai;;litcu('(l  up  in  sudden 
»ariir>tuc>>.  "rcopl.'  don't  puni>li  cliildn  n  hodily 
.my  nioiT.  Il  i.>n"l  ti(cc»ary,  and  it  i>ii't  nV'lit. 
Thai  i>  all  l>cin<f  done  away  with.  Why,  I  i.rvcr 
wa>  >truck  in  my  lifr!" 

"Iniaj^nnc  >lai)pinf,'  yon!"  He  lan^hcci,  and,  all 
rarth.\  as  he  was.  took  her  into  hi>  arms,  kissini: 
(•vtr\  ^tntlc  curve  oi"  her  up'nrned  facv.  "It 
would  he  Iik(  i)()\inj,f  the  ears  of  the  Si>tine  Madonna. 
Rut.  ju>t  the  same,  a  litlK'  Fri>deriek  has  to  nn"nd 
hi>  daddy  without  ar^'uin^'."  he  added,  ^oiug  hack 
to  hi>  work.  Lucy,  suddenly  idle,  sat  watching 
iiim  a>  he  loo>ened  llu-  ed^'es  ol  a  stone  and  pried 
it  up  with  .>tron^'.  sure  movements.  The  very  frown 
on  hi>  aloorhed  face  seemed  to  nuirk  him  the  master 
—  ma>ter  of  earth  and  .stones,  master  of  the  heart 
that  loved  him.  She  bent  her  head  and  secretly 
ki--ed  her  wedding'  ''in;,'. 

There  was  a  boyish  shout  of  triumph.  Dana  let 
his  sloiu'  drop  back  and  dived  for  a  small  object 
that  iiad  rolled  out  from  under  its  edge.  "Well, 
what  do  you  think  of  that!  \ow.  Miss  Lucv,  what 
do  you  say — is  it  Fredi-rick  or  Susan.^"  And  he 
held  up  before  her  a  weather-beaten  lead  soKlier. 

""  (drlscan  play  with  soldiers,"  said  Lucy,  but  feebly. 
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"They  tan,  hut  (hey  don't.  I'm  ^'oing  to  put 
flii>  np  in  your  room,  to  cun-  you  of  oh^tinacy  and 
of  arguing  n^nlusi  your  liusband.  Little-  Su.sm  and 
lead  M)ldicr.s!     I  liiink  not." 

"Tiiik  hair  nhhoiis!"  iusi.lcd  |,i,cy.  fn  fl„.  tone 
of  oiic  wlio,  though  drowning.  >lill  eric-.,  *'.Sfi>>or.s!" 
It  was  all  very  fooh'sh.  and  nut-  !i>latahly  good. 

The  nights  grow  >harp»-r.  Jhick  cIoikIs  full  of 
rain  occasionally  came  down  over  the  mountain  and 
kept  them  prisoners  for  a  day.  Th<-  last  roses  were 
i)lown  from  th.ir  .sfalk>.  The  time  for  cily  ,,ave- 
mentsand  cily  light>  was  conu"ng,  I.ul  they  shrank 
frou!  aeknowiedgiug  it,  diudy  aware  Ih  I  liiey  >hould 
h'ave  {)aradise  behind. 

"If  we  are  g(,iug  to  Afexico "   Lucy  finally 

attacked    th.-    suhjecl.     Dana    was    experimenting 
Willi  chords  on  the  jjiano,  and  di<l  not  answer  until 
he  iiad  achieved  what  he  wanted.     Then  he  >i)oke 
vilhoul  looking  round. 
"Why  go  to  Mexico.^" 

*'Sui)po.se  we  don't!"  But  her  look  of  bright 
ivlief  faded  as  he  added,  "I'd  rather  have  the  extra 
lime  in  San  Francisco  myself." 

"It  would  be  simpler  to  go  straight  home  f  oni 
here,"  slie  said  impulsively. 

"And  not  vi.sit  the  city  at  all.^"  Uv  fa  cd  her 
in  such  consternation  that  .she  had  to  retract  and 
explain. 
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"Of  coiirx"  not.  dear:  Wi"  can't  nii-s  that  for 
anylhiri^'.  Only  it  sccincd  a  f)ity  to  go  hack  on  our 
t  rafk>.  t  hat  \ou^  way.  And  one  docs  spend  .so  nuicli, 
living'  ir  liotcls." 

Tlic  ^Mtc  tlirou^di  wlu'ch  they  were  to  pa>s  ont  was 
>win<,qni,'  hack.  Notliin^'  more  was  said  that  niV'lil. 
hut  tlicir  Iea>e  of  the  colta^'c  wa>  nearly  over,  ainl 
to  Lucy  the  suhject  was  l)y  no  means  closed.  The 
.secret  (h-ead  of  walking'  up  to  it  af^ain  lay  upon  her 
.so  heavily,  for  f  wnit  v-f»)ur  hours,  that  she  did  not 
realize  how  I)ana'>  hp/h  spirits  had  drof)|)ed.  They 
srparated  as  usual  for  tli«'  inornin<,',  hut  little  work 
wa^  done.  .Vfter  lunch  Lucy  made  an  excuse  for 
not  following'  hirn  into  the  <,Mrden.  hut  i)resently 
laid  down  her  pretence  of  sewing'  and  marched 
lit  r-cif  out  with  stern  rei)roaches  for  her  cowardice. 
A  swayin-,'  in  the  branches  of  an  af,'ed  pepj)er  tree 
and  a  sound  of  hammering'  showed  where  Dana  was. 

'"I  thou^'ht  I'd  make  a  seat  for  lilth'  Erederick." 
\u-  e.\plain(>d,  a.s  .she  paused  beneath.  *"("ome  u[) 
and  M-e  how  nice  it  is."  Bodily  work  had  pu-hed 
a>ide  depression.  He  hrld  down  hi>  hand  to  h.-r, 
and  Lucy  mounted  to  the  place  where  a  f  jrk  in  the 
tough,  slender  limh-.  bridged  acro>.>.  nia.ie  a  rocking 
seat,  half  reclining,  hung  about  with  clusters  of 
pungent,  rosc-rerl  berries  and  milky,  bright  green 
haves,  .^he  was  cslabli.shed  in  the  seal,  and  swayed 
apj)ro\ingly. 
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"Lit tie  Siis.in  will  I.jvc  il,"'  she  .>;ii<l.  .-ind  llu-y 
smiled  over  tin-  challenge.  '-SuppoM-  wc  <,'o  up  to 
the  lioiiseaiid  >cltlr  i(  now/"  -he  added. 

Datia  liad  an  iii>|)irali()ii.  '•Siippox-  wr  never 
find  out  at  all!  A  fann'ly  on^^dil  to  k<'ep  „n,.  j„.;dlliy. 
iinperxMial  (piarrel  on  jiand:  it  >aves  them  from 
quarrelling,'  ahont  nean-r  thing's.  When  I  ^'ef  on 
yonr  nerves,  you  can  attack  me  about  Frederick 
and  relieve  your  mind  to  any  extent.  What  do  vou 
.say  .•' 

Lucy's  heart  was  thuddini,'  so  uneasily  over  her 
errand  that  her  assent  was  ratli.r  hrealhlos. 

*'I  Ihiidv  that  would  he  heautiful.  I  couldn't 
bear  to  p"ve  up  little  Su>an:  she  is  such  a  dear 
little  fi:irl." 

"Frederick's  a  nic(>  kid,"  said  Dana,  and  then 
a  pause  ^Mve  her  the  dreaded  oi)j)ortunity.  She 
look  it  hravely. 

"Dearest!  I  have  luvn  thinking  and  thinking 
ahout  -  wlien  we  leave  here.  Vou  know,  our  lease 
is  up  in  three  days."  He  nod. led,  seating'  him- 
self on  a  nei,i,'lil)oiu-in^-  l)ranch.  hut  said  nothing'. 
'"Should  you  nu'nd  very  much  if  we  went  slrai^dit 


loint'.'' 


He  was  pullin/,^  of}'  thin  scales  of  hark  with  nunute 
care.  "It  seems  ralluM'  a  [)ity  —  to  leave  out  the 
chief  thin^'  we  came  to  see,"  he  .said  gravely,  almost 
indifTerentlv. 
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"Vcs;  l)iif  \\v  can  romc  l)ack  jniothcr  year  — 
pcrhaiH  next  vt-ar  —  and  iiiak<'  it  a  viMt  all  io  itsrlf. 
And.  of  courx'.  I  did  >(•<•  it  a  little.  W\-  nii^dit  cuint' 
out  >oiiit'  liiiir  and  take  a  lionx-;  and  tlim  we  should 
M'c  everything',  and  meet  your  friend-  >(j  coinfortahly. 
If  they  are  as  niee  as  Candy,  I  ia\('  ^'ot  to  know 
llieiii.  sooner  or  later.  Bui  now  I  truly  think  we 
ou.uht  to  ^'o  home." 

"  Just  as  you  say.  Lury." 

She  was  fluslietj  with  n-Iief  at  his  easy  arquies- 
eenee.  "That  i>  dear  of  xoul  \'ou  .see,  there  is 
that  \.\'^  hou-e.  full  of  idi<'  servaids.  and  the  hor>es 
lieini,'   hoarded;   it's   hills,   hills,   all    the   time.     And 

when    one    stays    at    hotels "     She    broke   otF 

with  a  si^rh.  ill  ji,.|-  faee  a  strained,  anxious  look,  the 
inranin^'  of  whieli  he  had  already  learne<l.  He 
knew  now  that  she  <lid  not  spiiid  a  fourth  of  lier 
hi;,^  income:  but  there  was  ncjthing  to  sav.  lie 
started  up. 

"I  will  -JO  <lown  and  tele/,'raph  about  mail,"  he 
said.     "If  \-ou  ha\e  any  nuvs.sa^'es 

Ten  minutes  later  he  strode  otF,  Sahib  at  his  heels. 
It  was  three  hours  before  thev  came  back,  dustv 
•md  weary. 

"We  took  a  long  tramp,"  he  explained.  "Oh, 
and  I  engaged  our  passage  while  I  was  at  the  station. 
Have  I  time  for  a  bath.^" 

His  face  was  grave  and  tired,  and  Lucv,  troubled. 
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only  half  under.^fanditi^'  either  herself  or  him,  believ- 
ing' what  she  had  done  to  he  ri^'hl  and  neces- 
>ary,  fell  ea^'erly  on  the  little  chanee  to  serve  his 
comfort. 

"I    will    have    dinner    kepi   hack,"  she  said,  "as 
long  as  you  like.     Don't  hurry,  dear!" 
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Tin:  nin>ic  room  ofTcrcd  a  wide  stretch  of  plass 
to  tlif  >\virliiif,'  snow,  hut  its  i)aiu>  had  hccii  carr- 
fully  (h)iil)lcd,  and  l>ch)\v  it  ran  an  array  of  heating 
l»i|)t'>  that  would  have  sci-nu-d  t'.\a^'<,'(Tatfd  to  any 
one  una((iuainto<l  with  tlic  wind  tliat  comes  over 
the  Back  Bay.  Heavy  velvet  curtains  hun^;  ready 
fu  !)»'  pulled  across  as  soon  as  the  li^dit  failed,  and 
t,'enerou>  lo<;s  in  the  ojji-n  fireplace  were  |)repare(l 
to  aiM  their  picture  of  warmth  to  the  hardlv  won 
f;ict.  It  was  a  pleasant  room,  made  harmonious 
li\  u-e  and  time,  thou^di  its  furnishin^'s  would  have 
warred  had  they  been  new.  No  ("uyler  ever  ^'a\e 
u|)  —  or,  if  possible,  moNcd  —  a  piece  of  furm'ture, 
so  the  taste  of  several  generations  was  represt-ntod, 
buttoned  -«atin  and  p)ld  left's  lying  down  with  pufTy 
leather  on  spiral  springs,  car.cd  Renaissance  neigh- 
bouring peacefully  with  w<>athered  Mission.  If  a 
decorator  would  h;i\-e  shuddered,  any  home-loviT 
nui>t  have  fell  it  mellow  and  inviting,  imbuec!  with 
a  reality  impo■^^ible  to  rooms  that  are  made  up  i>n 
paper  and  carried  t)ut  by  rule.  Four  o'clock  had 
just  struck,  but  the  light  was  already  so  dim  that 
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l),iii;i,  workin/j;  al  a  laMr  drawn  up  I.r^idc  ihc 
piaiin,  had  lo  lu'iid  rld^t-  In  |ii>  iiiaiii!  ^cnpt .  lie 
L:iaiic((|  \a^uil>'  al  llic  larii|).  Iml  \v<iiilil  iiol  slop 
lu  liL'Iit  il.  \\\>  ryo  looked  tired.  I»iil  lii>  iiioulli 
had  lakcii  a  line  of  doL'iii  d  ptf-i-iciici'. 

The  la^l  two  month-  had  \\roiii;ht  a  -iilitl'  chaitj^'c 
ill  Dana  .Mah)iic.  (  aiidacc.  w at<liiiiL;-  him  kciiily 
(liiiiiiLj  a  liritt'  \i>It.  had  rcali/cd  thai  oiu-  t'amihar 
(rait  liad  (h-ap|)tari  d :  he  no  loiiLTcr  made  rxcilcd 
(h">(o\  trio,  lli^  old.  '"Do  ,\oii  know,  ('aiidy'"  aiio 
the.  "I  tell  \oiiI"  with  iniphalic  I'ontuiL'cr  had 
\  aiii-hfd,  and  in  I  lirir  place  had  coiiir  a  iieu  di-l  ract- 
ediie--.  It  \\a>  a>  if  one  ah-orhini,'  major  di>('o  i-ry 
had  >\\allo\\rd  all  (he  minor  oiie>.  Ian  y  i  oin- 
plaiiied  lo  her  i'aiiiily  thai  he  worked  all  the  time, 
Iml  wa>  ol»\ioii-ly  a  liltle  |)roiid  oi"  her  ^riexaiicc. 
They  had  aeee|)led  Dana  with  a  l)t'tter  ^'raci'  tliari 
ini'dit  lia\"e  Iieeii  expected  -  perhap>  i'roiii  a  j,'eiieral 
(oii\iclioii  that  laicy  \\a>  hound  lo  do  soinctliiii;; 
(pieer.  an_\wa\*.  and  thoiiyh  llio  younjrer  incmltcrs 
pri  alely  retVrred  to  her  as  Mrs.  Miilloiicy  and 
loiind  therein  iiincli  can-^e  i'or  laimhlcr.  tlu'\'  all 
liked  '\ina  as  well  a>  tlie\  conid  have  like(l  an.\' 
one  who  hail  yrowii  up  in  a  diU'creiil  tradition 
ami  ulio-e  rorei)ear-  had  hot  alteiuk'd  scliool 
with  their  loreh«'ar>.  ^  el  neither  their  we||- 
nieaiil  tolerance  nor  the  friendly  adxances  of 
i)r()ther   mu-icians  c<,)uld   reach   Dana's    suhnuTgcd 
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;iM'Mli(>Ii:    lie    >''<iiir(l    In    lia\c    !lo    illlrrr-t    fur    new 
lir.. 

Tlic    door    iipriicil    Id   ;i(|lnit    .1    ]|i;|i|    illld    ;i    pl'ol   ■>!. 

All'  yoii  iic\Tr  ;:iiiii;;  to  ^lup.  I);!!!;!?*'  I  lirii, 
xcitij,'  how  (li;ii  llic  li::!il  \\;i^,  Lucy  <  iiif  in  lt»  l;ikr 
(  li.iru'"'  of  III'"  >itM;ilioii.  Her  ;iriii>  ucn-  I'lill  of 
|);i(kaL'<~.  wliicli  >!u'  (Iroppi  (|  on  ;i  .>ot'a.  "M>  «li  .ir 
l*oy,  you  caM"!  xc!  Wail  till  I  li^'lif  a  lamp.  Do 
yon  waul   lo  ruin  your  cyf^!'" 

lai(\  w  IS  cliau^rfil,  loo.  .\>  >lit'  l)U>i<{|  li'-r^tlf 
willi  llic  lamp.  Iht  clifcrlulMt-^  \\a->  un(•a■^'. ,  a> 
though  it  >loul!y  dcnii'il  an  imit-r  fear;  Iut  l»ri-<kiir-..-, 
<-oul(l  not  hide  till'  fact  that  -lie  ua>  c-o\ frtl;,  u.il(Ii- 
i;ii:  liim.  He  leaned  hat  k  witli  a  >trct(li  of  \v«ar> 
aiin>.  letting'  lii>  ivrlidi  drop  dcfcn.>ivfly  o\ir  lii> 
cyo. 

"It  i>  (kirk.""  lie  adnn'tlcd. 

^Vllt•I|  slir  had  rrauixcd  the  Ii^dd>  fo  >uit  her, 
>hr  pau-fd  l»y  hi>  chair,  jjrctcntlin:^'  to  study  the 
mann-cript . 

'I  low  ^()e->  il.^"  >lie  a>keti.  Slie  liad  picked  up 
^e\iral  of  hi>  |)hra>e^,  and  tlie,\'  coni  lasted  >o 
curiou>Iy  with  her  >uperfine  j)er>onali!y  and  piiliy 
l)red  \(iice  lliat  Caiidace,  during'  her  \i>it.  had  mure 
than  once  ho'U  moved  to  luiexplaiued  knmhter. 

*"A!!  ri.L'hl.  I  >u:  jjo-e."'  He  tlropped  hi-  IhmI 
a,uMiu>l  her  arm.      "   I'm  too  tired  to  know." 

"Why  do  you  WDrk  >o  hani?  "     'I'lie  (HuvMlion  ua.-) 
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only  a  nf)n»a(  li  al  (ir>l.  I.iil.  wlicii  he  did  iiul  answer, 
•-lie  npcahd  il  with  slarflcd  cinidia^i^:  "Dana. 
\\li\  do  you  work  so  liani?"  Hi^  ty»^  fell  away 
from  litr  lroiil>I<d  look. 

"Well,  for  orir  lliiti;,'.  I  Ihink  I  ()ii;,'lil  lo  liavt-  .-omc 
<)iil|)iil  lo  show  soon."  h<-  oH'cnd  t.iitali\  <ly. 
"Don'f  yon  Ihink  yours(  !f    tjial    IM    l.(||,r   let    llic 

family  sec ?  "" 

"Hill  \]\v  fann'iy  is  all  ri^dil.  Wliy,  Ihcy  have 
Ix'cii  s(>  m'cc  lo  \  on,  I  >ana  I  " 

**No  — iiavc  IJicy?"  wilh  a  fi'cl.lc  allcmpt  at 
Iinmoiir. 

"Why,  my  d.ar.  Ih.y  ha\f  all  had  lis  to  diinuT. 
and  asked  y(tn  lo  play  -  I  lliiiik  th(y  liaM-  hccii 
very  nice  iiidfcd." 

"So  tiny  jiavr.  Oidy  —  w.II,  \\r  do  it  a  llll!« 
(lin'crcntly  at  home:  llial's  all.  It  wonid  l.c  per- 
fectly iialnral  if  tliey  haled  me."  lie  added  indiller- 
onfly.     "I  slionid  Ihiid^  IIk.n   would." 

"Cousin  Susie  said  you  liad  a  xcry  eliarmin^ 
.snnle  and  manner."  laicy  insisted.  "Aunt  Mar- 
^'aret  was  a  lillle  sJumI,  but,  Dana  dear.  Ihat  was 
your  own  fault." 

"I  (»nly  said  lhat   Ml.  Wrnon  Street  was  steep!" 

"I  know:  hnl  she  jnis  lixcd  on  Mt.  \'ernon  Street 

.'dl   her  life,   and   h.er  people  before  her,  and   it    was 

like  crilicisin-^  lur  own  home  to  her,  don't  you  see?" 

"Hut  —  hut "     Then  Dana  choked  down  his 
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>|)ul  ttriii^'  j)r(itrst.     'Iiii  ;i  ^  .iliou,  "  l:r  tiiurimirrd 
<  tiMtritrly.      What  v\m-  iiiii>lu't  I  >A\'f" 

'^(•11  >lia!l  ^ay  aiiylliiii^'  on  i-ailli  you  lik«'I" 
>lir  ua-.  >M<ltl<iil\  all  oil  lii>  >i(lr.  "I  am  no  pri>U(l 
n|  \(iii.  Dana.  Ami  wIhii  yoti  |)l;iy.  you  an-  so 
III  aillil'ul.  I  caii'l   lak"'  Mi\   ryo  oil' you  I " 

'lilt-  oulliur>l  iiioNttl  liini  to  lau^'litcr,  Uul  it 
aUo  clu'fifd  arnl  rcfn-hrd  him.  Pro.-.fnlly  ihcy  lit 
llif  fiiT  tlun-  wen-  four  altU'-hodit-d  sorvanf.s  gos- 
Mpiuj,'  iu  llic  haxMiiul,  l)ul  Lucy  rari'ly  rang  a 
l>.  II  -  and  >al  down  (»u  tin-  litarlh  rug  with  Ijcr 
|»a(  kago  lulwccu  llicm.  She  had  Ix'cu  ('hri>fma.s 
>lio[)piiig.  and  displayed  hrr  gift>  wilii  a  .sati>facti<Jii 
too  >t(iirc  to  he  critic-al  of  his  r<.'sp()n.s<.'.  A  liaiik- 
nipt  >alr  had  furui-lird  Iri>h  lace  for  x'voral  counIus, 
an  luiimporlant  defect  iiad  matic  a  hrouzc  inkstand 
c\acll\-  the  thing  for  Aunt  Ijz/ic,  while  a  chocolate 
pot  of  Uoyal  Worcester,  miraculou>ly  reduced,  had 
licen  di-covered  Tor  CoUsiu  Susie,  \vho  was  devoted 
to  cliina. 

*I  hail  lo  give  her  xuncthiug  very  nice,  >he  was 
>o  dear  al)out  li\ini:  with  me,"  Lucy  explained, 
holding  up  the  i)ot  for  admiration.  "Wasn't  it 
luck  that   they  would  sell  it  wIiIkmiI  the  cups?" 

"Hul  I  -iiould  tiiink  it  needed  the  cups;"  Dana 
^poke  worriedly. 

"Oh.    hut    th«y    are    very   expen.>ive.     Perhai)s   I 
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.•Miiclfs  had  l)ccii  scnl.  Tlicv  \v,tc  swirling'  paper 
k:iiv>  of  -n.^tnM,  „,.'lal  llial  left  a  l)r;is>y  o<!our  on 
tie  li.n.ls.  criidcly  ciiilitoidcrcd  neckwear  sewn  into 
mdaiuideral.le  sliapes,  l)Iue  and  <^reen  jewellery  of 
»li<'  kind  thai  Iia>  heen  called  lionie-niade,  ^diL'^s 
hollies  Willi  Ihin  silver-ill  |,,p>.  brocade  frames  for 
piiolo-raplis  — a  lapfnl  of  the  ihini^rs  that  innsi  !,<■ 
created  >oleIy  a.>  ^ifU.  .ince  no  man  or  woman 
would   ever    dream    of    hnyin^    il„.ii,    for    personal 
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"They  lire  only  Christmas  tokens,  you  see;"  >he 
wa>  iH-innin-  to  I.,-  depressed  l,y  his  lack  of  enlhu- 
>ia.m.  "They  don't  pretend  to  he  an\iliin;,r  else." 
"Hut  why  not:-"  he  aske.l  imj)ulsiv<-ly.  ''Ii 
would  he  so  mndi  more  fun  to  yi\c  them  thiiii^rs 
tJK'yM  love,  Tuey!" 

"l>ul.  my  dear  hoy.  yon  don't  realize  tln'  numlx-r 
(.f  fhem.  Look  ai  that!"  She  hehl  up  a  lon^'  list 
hefore  him.  and  heli.v.'d  him  coiixinced.  since  he 
>aid  nothin,--  fm-ther.  "I  have  a  lilth'  thin;,'  here 
for  Candy."  she  weid  on.  "Of  course,  the  cushion 
cover  was  her  real  present:  .he  wouldn't  expect 
Jinythiiii:  more.  Mnt  T  wauled  soinetliln^r  f^r 
Clirislnias  Day.  Here  it  is.  Shall  I  say  it  is  from 
Us  hoth?" 

Dana  look  the  litlle  red  hlottiiii:  pad,  >till  marked 
i^l.lO,   and    slowly    turned    it    over   hefore  eves   that 
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•  lid  not  seem  to  tx-  lookiii*;  at   it.     Tlicii  lie  l;ii<l  it 
(li»\sn  and  ro>c  to  lii>  ftrt . 

"No,  iloii'l  >ay  it  i>  fiotn  iiir.  loo."'  he  >ai(l.  rctiirii- 
iim  to  lii>  work,  "'ril  liixl  litr  .-oiinthiii^'  -  or 
uritt'  lur  a  K'tlcr."' 

••11'   I  111  IT  is  aiiylhiii-,'  here   that  you   \voiil<l  liki- 

to  ^'ivi' "     I'Hcy    niotioiu'd   gcmTou-'l\    to   lnr 

wliolc  assortment,  hut  he  would  not  Io(»k. 

"'riiatiks,  I'll  find  —  >t)niitliin<:."'  he  >aid  al)>(iill\'. 
IJiiicvinu  that  ;icniu>  hurncd,  .-In-  »at  very  >lill. 
not  v\vu  ;j,allKTin!4  up  li  r  |)o»t'>>ions  Ir-I  tlic  -ound 
di>lurl)  him.  She  luld  hi>  work  always  in  pa^-ionalc 
rc-pcct . 

Diiiia  had  latcl.v  put  a>idr  lii^  aml)itiou.>  >iiilc 
;iii(|  thrown  liiinM-U"  luadlon^'  into  the  Cfltic  s.,ii<,'s 
thai  had  conu-  down  to  him  with  hi>.  talent  from 
his  ^grandfather.  They  hinl  'f:vu\\n  wonderfully 
under  ili^  hand,  taking  on  a  depth  an<l  richness  that 
would  have  .startled  ohl  Brian  Malone,  fiddling  with 
easy  .sentiment  for  an  earne>tly  .staring  little  t)oy. 
Perhaps,  if  Dana  had  heen  wholly  happy,  lie  ccjuld 
not  have  done  .so  well.  He  was  l)ent  over  the 
manuscript  now,  l)Ut  he  was  not  wcjrking.  From 
liehind  his  liand  he  <-ould  >(■,•  Lucy's  unconscious 
|)rolile,  rosy  with  firelighl,  the  earnest  swcttn  ss 
of  her  mouth,  the  gravity  and  heauty  .hat  lay 
idiout  her  eyes  —  and,  over  all.  >ome  new  shadow. 
Kncu  -it  ling  on  a  health  mg.  sjic  kepi  her  youthful- 
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prinross  quality,  Iut  hrlovcd  little  air  of  d.Torum: 
M)  firu'  >li,«  lookc.j,  so  fra^'rant.  >o  ciiiiol.h.d  with 
lii;,'li  liR'aiiin^'s  aiu!  yd,  MJincway,  .-o  loncli.-.l  with 
pathos,  that  pri-M-ntiy  he  canu'  ahruptly  l>ack  to 
her. 

"WJiat  can  I  do  for  you,  (,n  all  tlu-  earth?"  he 
ask.MJ,  ills  hands  on  li.-r  >IionI(!rr.>.  SIi,-  lif(,.,l 
snnUu^  lips,  and  the  trouhlcl  riuc^lion.  I  he  xcnt 
•strain  of  a  dread  stoutly  denied,  faded  a>  he  ki»ed 
her. 

"'^ou  do  love  nie,"  she  said  ([uiekly. 
*'^es."      ()alh>  could   not    have   made   IJie   sinij)le 
iisseni    more   convincing.     She  clung   lu   him    wilh 
breaiiiless  intensity.     Then, 

"Play  '.Alary  Alone,'"  slie  whisin-red. 
She  did  not   ask  for  it  often:    il   h;,d   ni^'ant    too 
inuch  to  holh  of  them.     At  (he  first  har,  An-  <ould 
feel  the  cool  hreath  of  dark  June  woods  on  her  face 
and  her  heart  throhhing  agaiiisf   her  sid,.;  ihr  di„, 
l)atli    that    had   led  her  to  llir  full  -lory  of  life  was 
umler  her  daring  f*vl.     As  l);,„a  })jay<-.|  it.  it,  ^ild 
melancholy  usually  fell  nn  her  rars  lik.-  an  cxciuisile 
refinement   of  joy,   a   longin.;    that    is  on    the   v<Tg(> 
of    fuKilmenf,  and  >[„■  |,,,n.d  haek  now  with  cIom^I 
eyes  to  let  il  ta.k.'  Ikt  where  il  woidd.     Hut  j)res,rit!v 
her  eyes   opened    will,   a   .s|;,rl.      \lr   wa  .   playin-  it 
with   new   nu'aning.   and   its  sadness   w;,.   no  longer 
(he  mere  veil  of  joy.     I^.^.p  ^as   calling  unto  deep, 


EVER  AFTER 


IGo 


[J 

;3 


1 


I 


;iii<l  Lucy,  hearing,  grew  friulitciHMl  at  llir  Idind 
;i[)|>ia!.  A  (larkii('>^  that  >hv  haii  iic\<.t  hcfon- 
fully  -»■(  M  lay  ou  his  face. 

'"DaiKiI  \<)''  iug  is  as  sad  as  that!"  >li('  cricil 
a>  hi>  hauds  fell  a\va\'  I'rolu  the  kcy>.  "()li,  <i<in'l 
pla\-  it   Ihat  way        dou'll     Oh.  what   i-  '.'■" 

'\'\\r  look  vaiu-hcil  aud  lie  laughed  at  her,  -winging 
into  an  Iri>h  jig. 

"I  only  tried  it  in  another  key,  little  laicy."* 
he  apologized.      ""I  won't  do  it  again." 

lie  \\a>  so  eheerl'nl.  >o  e<)nti-ite,  that  .>lie  had  lo 
a'-eipt  his  explanation;  hut  the  luonieiit  wa>.  not 
(ihliti  rated.  She  wrapped  her  packages  in  .silence, 
ill!  n  laid  Iheiii  down  with  a  >igh. 

■What  shall  wc  give  each  otli-  r  for  (  hri>tnia>?" 
sl,(   ,i-ked  idly. 

"Silver  aiul  gold.  Jewels.  Eiir  ents  and  auto- 
inoliiles.  Everything  hi'arl  can  uish."  He  Hung 
it  out  with  a  laugh  that  hid  a  touch  of  impatience. 

"No;  hut  1  mean  seriously,"  >he  urged.  "Do 
you  like  fur-liued  gloves!'" 

■■\(i,"  said  Dana,  turning  hack  to  the  piano. 

'■'S'ou  should  say.  'No,  thank  you,  laicy.'  Isn't 
thei-e  sonie  niusie  you  want  f" 

'   \  iloll't  l)elie\'e  so     -lliauk  you.   Lucy.'" 
■  ^  ou    are    \er\     un -atisfactorx  .      Do   giNc    nic   a 
sngiresiion." 

Dana    was    making   discordant    .sounds    with    the 
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k('y>.     "Why  not   a  lurktiV.-'"  Iir  a>ktMi,  and   Hun 
was  a>liaiiu'*|  ui  liiiii^rH". 

"Hut  you  have  so  many,"  >1m'  an^vrr.'-l  (|nit<- 
M'KipIy.  "IJ.-mMc's,  thai  woul.l  not  !„•  ,nou^Ii. 
AMial  >liall  yon  </ivv  nic?" 

"A  Ijotllf  of  (•olo;:n('  and  a  box  of  candy." 

"  I>  llia{  a  jokt?" 

llv  roM'.  'My  d.'ar  Lucy,"  lir  explained,  trying' 
l«»  -peak  li-htly,  "^'ivin-  yon  liand>oinc  prcM-n!  . 
witli  your  own  money  .iocMrt  >ccni  to  \,v  (im'tc 
suilal.l.-;  and  I  liave  exactly  twelve  dollars  ,f  my 
very  own  in  the  world.  I(  cam.-  from  the  >ale  ..f 
Miy  furniture  and  etfect^.  after  1  left  New  V,,rk. 
^on  are  I  h. before -^'oin^'  to  ,i,'et  exactly  twelve  dollar-,' 
worth  of  Chri.tmaN  from  me        no  moreand  no  le-." 

"TwcKv    dollars    will    hny    a    very    nice    proent 
indeed,"  .he  declared.      -Hut    the   mouev  h  vours 
dcarcNt,  ju>t  as  nnicli  as  it  i^  nn'ne.     You  imi>t  not 
speak  a>  if  it  weren't.      You  liave  only  to  lake  what 
\()U  Want." 

"(iood  little  Lucy,"  \va>  the  va^ue  an.swer.  and 
ii«'  luriu'd  a>  Ihou-ii  to  leaw  lh(>  room,  tiien  came 
>iowly  hack.  "Do  you  know,  my  dear,"  he  be-an, 
Niandin:,'  over  her  willi  hands  in  ju's  pock-ts,  ••  [ 
Ihmk  perha[)>  a  man  hus  l,,  e;,rn  his  o\\  a  livin^'.=^ 
I  didn't  suppose  it  '.vouM  matter,  so  long  a>  I 
worked,  and  we  l..ved  each  other.  But  Lm  afraid 
It  docs."     \,)  casual  [<mr  or  careless  attitude  could 
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iii;i>k  lli«'  momciildii^iifv^  df  \\{ial   lie  >ai(l;  ami  llif 
-fcrct   friirlit   \va>  out    ip    I.iic.x"-  liitcd  face 

"Hill  that  i>u'[  t';iii-,  Dana'"  >Iic  hrokt-  in.  >o 
lidtly  that  he  paUM'd  in  ^nri»ri>('.  ■"Xd.  it  i>  not 
i.iirl  M\'  ih'iir  hoy,  you  (lout  al\\a\>  kii(»\v  Ihf 
vahic  of  moil' >■;  and  l)ccan-f  I  d(t.  liccan^r  W*' 
liad  to  >|)('ak  al)ont  il  ah.  it  i^  not  fair  to  lie  -o 
Mii-itivc.  to  make  that  a  harritr  Ix'twccn  ii>!  I 
ha\('  learned  a  huii<h-c(l  lliin--  from  xou.  x)  ^dailly. 
Why  shouldn't  you  K-arn  that  one  tliiii;,'  from  me!''" 
The  i)r(»te>l  mii>f  liave  Ixx-n  h>ni:  in  her  heart,  to 
(■(iiiie  ru-hliiu'  oat  >o  fhiently.  Dana  >lood  hel|)h'->^ 
and  mi^erahle  Ix'iore  it. 

"We  >(  e  thiii,tr>  differentlN'.  Lucy.  W'e  eaiTt 
help  it.  I  want  to  ^o  to  work.  Don't  malvc  it 
liard  for  me."  Ili-^  i^<nl  K'lie-^.  and  the  note  of  pain 
iii  hi>  voice,  took  the  (i;i;ht  out  ff  lier  for  the  mom<'n*. 
>hi'  (h'ooped  l)0(HI\'. 

"What  would  you  (hi!'"  >lie  a>ked  when  the 
>ileiiee  had  hecoiiie  unl)caral ih'. 

"Xothinu  very  iii^'  or  con^|)icuon>.  Perhaps  I 
can  ijet  111 n ^ie  critic! -^m  to  do  for  one  ol  I  iie  paper- 
aiid  you  wouM  Hk  .ii:t>iii^'  ^>  the  concert-  1  mieht 
fake  a  pupil  or  two.  I  >iiairt  t  r,\  to  lielp  yon  run 
the  hou>el""  He  tried  to  iiLdilen  the  ten-ion  with 
a  laugh.  "Hut  I  niu>l  at  lea^f  fill  my  own  pocket-. 
I  gue>s  it's  a  law  of  nature,  dear,  and  we're  up 
against  it." 
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"An.l  all  the  time  y.,u  urr.nt  .],„ri-  i|„,m-  Ihin.rs 
yoi,  u„„|.|  |„..,1  y„ur  inu.ic.-  >1„.  sii.l  licavilv.  "l 
-lionid  s.v  tiolliiii.^-  al   all  cf  yoii." 

"••  «I'-"I.IH-.|  <lou.,  I.r.i.l.-  i.rr.  h.kiM-  li.r  i.il,,  l.i. 
■""'"•  '■'^"''  ^^'"•"  \\''  ■■"•-•  (..-.■ll.rr.  \vu„-|  ,(  |„. 
'"•"'•'•  "'•"'  i'  I"-  I'-n  h.lrly?"  I„.  ,.|,,,|  ,.,i„^, 
'"■'•  'I'-l^-  MVr  |..v,.n-|  Ih.,,,  v.tv  |,.,.,,v.  Lav 
\N''.  Uuh  ll.in..'.  frank  an.l  mIII..!  IhIu,..,,  „,"  - 
'"•'lnwl„.rcl.,>,.ra„.|,|„M.r        ■•,•.„•(  Ihnv  n.inutrs 

""l">  l.rlh.r  lliai.  hair  a  .lay  of  >h.,.,in...|  ,H,li(rMr»>- 
>!■<•   tunic.l   !,<.,•  fa,,,  away   I'n.i,,    |,,\.      -Ji    j,   ,„,t 

'■•'■•'•-■■  >Jl«-  ^;MM  tni>tra,lily.  '-fl  i.,,'!  I„V  of  vc.i. 
II  y„u  <.„.•(  Iak<.,  y.M.  .-an-l  .jv,-  y,,,,  sai.l  Ihat 
.VHirMlf.  An.l  I  u„„-|  cunMul  to  i|  |  u„n"t 
f<"-,^iv.'  il."  Sh..  \n-ukv  away  fro,,,  hi,,,  a„.i  ra„ 
Olll   o|    I  he  rooii,. 

D.n.a   ,li,|   „o|    jr.,   fo   work.      For-   (hire  .lav>   lhc« 
'v^>H.  Iay>il<.,il  l'Hwr..„th,.„,.  taki.-IJM.  |i.ht"„„tof 
""■  ^""^'""•■.   l},r  >av,„„-  out   of  Ih.ir  fo,„|,   ll„.  j„y 
out    (.f    Ihnr    hnr.      I.ucy    wa>    xr,-y    chcHTf.,!,    vrry 
"il''v>t.-.|  i„  .v.nihi,,..  ,!,,(   ,,,,„,.  „,^^  ,K-lm„i,„-,'i 
'<'  ["-"Vr  Ihal    .he  .luo.l   fir„,|y  pla,.|..,l  o„  co.nn.o,, 
.-MM-   an.l    Ihal    fh..   l„.a,-|    i„    j,,,.   ,i,l,,   ,,^,,    „„,    „,,^. 
'•■'"'"". h->s  a.},r.      Dana,   nol    1.,  lo,,.,",,.    |,.    ,l„,   ,^,^ 
"'••''     pnt.Mi.is.    wa^    tVankh     n,<.|a,ul,oIy.    an.l    ^^avo 
'"''■'''"'''"■''"""  '"•'•  -"'"'■'  ■•'f'l^i-.'  l-ri-hl  siirfa..,.."    It 
\va..-.|,.-wh.M.|,..nr,|  lh.'loi,i,a,i:ain,n,a,vhin-h(.r>,.|f 
'"•'^'■i^    n|,   lo   il    aflrrdinn,.,',,,,  (hr  thini  ni-iil. 
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"II;i\'c  yotl  ;,'i\rii  up  tliiil  i<Ic;i  of  LToiim  In  Uiuk. 
I),!!!,!!'"'  >lic  ;i>kr(|.  >l;iriiliiin  ill  Iroiil  tit'  liiiii.  Iht 
(uHcc  cup  in  licr  Iiaud. 

'"Oil,  MO.  I  li.i\('  lookfd  ;il)oiit  a  iillli',"  li<- 
;iil|iiil  Inl.      "I  ii;i\('ii"l  foMiiil  aiiylliiii;:  >«'l-  " 

'"IJut  Iiavf  you  rrali/rd  all  >iij(>  of  it?"  She  \va> 
(|i  IfriuiiH'd  lo  appear  entirely  calm  and  |oi:ical  and 
mat  lire.  "  I''or  one  lIiiiiL',  dear,  we  lia\ c  a  nimiher  of 
eiii^a^relilent  >  ahead.  Sni)|)iiM'  we  had  to  throw  o\cr 
-nine  one'->  dinner  l)i'cau->e  you  had  a  concert  to  w  rile 
up.'      They  woiildii'l  uiider-^land:  lliey  coiildn't ."" 

"No.  I  >ui)po-e  iiol,"  he  a>>cnted,  x)  >piril le>>l\' 
I  ha  I   -he  i^rew  liolder. 

".\nd  llie  wa>tefulnc>>  of  it.  Dana!  Why.  when 
yoii  worked  nearly  all  the  lime  in  New  ^ctik  what 
(h'll  .Mill  earn?      Wa^n"!  it  jii>t  a  few  dollars?" 

"^e.." 

"Then,  with  only  a  |)art  of  yoiir  time--  ranT 
yiiu  vre  that  it  wouldn"!  he  wdrth  while?" 

"rerha|)>;"  he  xciiicd  fo  have  ph\-ical  difliciilty 
in  prodiiciiiir  hi^  Noice.  "Not  worth  uliile  a-<  a 
iiiiaiicial  proposition,  f  admit.  I?iil,  Lucy"  -  for  an 
in-taiit  his  clouded  t'ye>  looki'd  .straiuhl  into  licr>  - 
"  I   Aaiit  to." 

The  (lesh  visibly  softti  d  toward  him.  hut  her 
mind  stood  firm. 

"IJut  you  can't  want  to  do  lhini:>  when  you  know 
hetter.  can  \'ou.  mv  dearest  lio\?"' 
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•■I.WlUnvl,,.,,,.,.     Ilh.nki,  „„„|,M„.„,„„| 

:"'"  ."'^"  ;■'  ^'' ■■!■    Am.I  ,r,  ,.„k„„,..    „„^ 

Pvy„„    ~  .1  s  r,.f„-i„,  „„,  ,|„„-,  , ....     ,,,, 


■"■"■""•        — "'"--"Mil,    IV i,„,    ,,„.,„„    ,,„„ 

•"""".'■' .'' 'I'-M-fc.    II,.,,,,,,, Z,,^,,,;, 

'  '". '". !'~  '■"' ' I'-"  !-■  i..<lc  ,„  ,1„.  ,  ,! 

•■|'^,M-U,||,   ,.,.„„„.„.f„|^.,.,„. ,^^,^, 

,        .  '  ""'  y".  i.„i'\      |-,„ 

ioririxc  111,..  "''^^ 

,J'"""''  ^':  '•'""^'  '"  '--  ^''"  -uM  not  acc.pt 

"I'':"''  '•••'•^"'-"'^"'•i'.">lu'Li'|,..l.     -That 

unui--li,;Ml,.,|,  I);,na." 

-All   riohl,   .I,,.,.-   u,  ,,,..,„^,,,   j^,_^^^,^j 
a^Min>t  iicr>.  •  '  -^ 

'''';;•  -'"^l""'-  «.,  I..„.I,  i„   ,„..  „-„H,l  for  Lucv 
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li<L':m  to  f''*'l  <li»>ali>ric(!.  t-vrn  ;!  litllf  ;is!iaiin<l. 
lie  rouM  not  Ikivc  done  (lidcrriitly :  yd  his  iiiiiiihood 
w.i^  rc>clllflll.  The  >lic;ir>  of  Dclil.ill  scniicil  to  Ik- 
>Minnliii,s,'  ill  Iu'n  f;ir>.  A  (lc>irt'  to  iis^crl  liiiiiM'lf 
iiitfrfcrcd  with  his  work  iiiid  m;i(h'  him  ri'>llc». 
Two  (hiys  l)tl'or('  ( 'liri«.liiKis  he  went  duwiilowii 
with  ih'tcniiiiuitioM  in  hi>  ^ni\ ;  yi-t,  ;iftcr  all,  he 
caiiic  hack  ciiipt  \ -haiidcd.  l-'or  how  could  lir  m'IkI 
(  aiidacc  a  lo\tIy  oM  necklace  when  Lucy  iia<l 
already  m'mI  her  a  >iiiall  red  hloltiuj,'  pad?  And  (he 
-aiiif  rotrainl  held  hiiu  with  ((thers:  an  outer  loyally 
to  lii>  wifi-'s  acf>  was  demanded  of  him,  and  tie<| 
hi^  han<l>.  He  relieved  hi^  feelin;,'>  l»y  givinj^  a 
dollar  to  a  whining'  l»<'j,'^'iir  woman  at  his  own  door, 
and  \\a>  not  sorry  that  Luc\-,  coining  out,  should 
catch  him  in  the  act. 

*"My  dear  hoy!"  >he  pn^tcsled  from  tii<'  .>tep 
aho\-e  him.  ".^he  is  an  (^M  inij)oslor.  I  ha\c  .seen 
her  ltei,'i,'in^  for  years." 

"Of  course  sin-  is,"  he  assented  cheerfully.  "But 
don't  you  supj)ose  that  even  impostors  get  cold 
and  hungry  .sometimes,  ju>t  like  honol  people.^" 
To  lii^  ^urpri>e,  .she  laughed. 

"F  think  that  wt)man  prohahlv-  owns  hlocks  of 
hoii>e>;  hut  you  are  a  love."  she  .^aid.  >miling  down 
on  him  .so  warmly  that  he  was  a>hamed  of  hi> 
petulant  act,  ashamed  that  >he  >h(»uld  read  beauty 
into  it.     He  put  his  Lands  into  her  nuitl. 
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■' Wlicro  ;ir(>  yon  ^oiii;:.''"  li"  ;i>k.'.|. 
""To   -it    Willi    Aiiiil    I,i//ic.     Sli,.   is   >o   forlorn; 
lift-  rliciiirial  i>ni  liiivti'l  |,t  lici  out  lur  ;i  week." 

'■(   oiiir  iilld  sit   W  illl  lilc  ili>.|c;i(|."' 

■'All,    I    caiil    disappoint    licr.    swcclli.arl .      She 
couiils  on  Inc." 

">«)  do  I.     I'l,,  |,,i„ly.     And  I  want  a  ;,'oo(i  tiin(>." 

"  \\  lial  kind  of  a  i:ood  linic?" 

'"I    uani    lo   do    M.nirlln'n'4   lond   and    spectacular 

for  st.nirhody  wIic  needs  it  a\\fnll\."* 

"My  dear!  It  has  l)een  .sul>.scriplion.>  and  dona- 
tions and " 

"Oil.  I  know:  (Iieeks  \,y  mail.  For  in>lilnlions. 
'liial  Is  -^real,  of  conr.sc.  Hni  ]  |,,ran  .s,,r,iclln"n<,' 
flose  up.  lo  (.lie  person,  >o  llial  we  <^i-[  a  ,i,'low  out 
«'•  it-      I  \\;inl  (o  feel  Chrislinasy." 

"!)(»  \<>u  in.  an  Hie  ra-:,'ed  cliild  with  its  noso 
a^;aiiis[  Ih,'  shop  window?" 

"\ol  a  I  all.  I  propose  (h;,t  we  dash  on  to  Xew 
^'ork  an. I  l)iiy  a  picture  of  I'alnier  Jacks  ^  and  all 
•  )f  little  Willing  s  pottery.     What  <lo.von  say.-" 

She. lid  not  <h-eani  Ihal  he  really  meant  it.  "I  .say 
111. 'I  .\oii  an-  (jiiite  mad,  hul  a  love,  ju.sl  the  same," 
she  as>nre.l  him. 

"Hut,  laiey.  ivally.  why  coiildiri  wt?"  he  per- 
Msled.  -If  the  ihin-s  are  loo  ha.l  to  ^i\r  away, 
wo  Ciii  put  Ih.in  in  a  i^n.'sf-room.  you  know.'" 
Then-  was  a  gentle  gil.e  in  that,  hut  she  did  not  lu  e J 
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il.  A  ^vtininl  line  u.i-  <  1 1 .  jiin,:^'  aI»oul  li<  r  lip-. 
'■,Iii>l  lliiiik  liow  l)iir-tiiiu  lii|'P>  •'  ^nohM  niakc 
tlniii,"  Ik-  l»t'^'i,'<(|.  "(aii'l  \oii  ■>•■••  liltir  Will- 
in-  !'  I  know  lir  lia->  ail  aul'ul  liiiir.  ()|i, 
(  tiiiii-  (III.  I.oti-hy  I ' 

lltr  l>ri^liliu'>>  iiail  faded.  "Hut  ^o  many  |)(it|ilr 
li,i\f  awfnl  (inio,  Daiii.  Tin  rr  i-  im  >fn>c  in 
Im  Ipiiiu'  on«'  individnal.  An-  >|)»)kr  almost  ini|)a- 
ticntly.  '"If  we  conld  do  -oniclliin;,'  for  all  tlir 
Willing;-,  —  hnl  \vc  can't.  Now  I  nui>t  i^'o,  ticar. 
W  ill  yon  conn-  with  nic?" 

"No,    I    think   not."   he  >aid,  and    -hut    th<-  door 
on  lirr  in  I  ronliird  jniniilil  \'. 

■"Am  I  a  rool?  A  cra/.y  x-nt  ini»'nlali-l  .^ "  III' a>ki'(| 
of  hi-  -iltnt,  xilicr  home.  "People  who  know  liow 
In  he  rich  don't  tiny  vvrr  p)  out  ami  make  one 
|)iiM)n  roariiii:  happy,  jn-t  for  the  joy  of  it?  I-n'l 
llial  lejxitimate' "  The  hon-e  had  no  ati-wer  for 
iiim;  liii,'  as  il  was,  it  seemed  to  cramp  Jiim.  He 
t'ore-aw  year-  in  il  with  hi-  real  self  i)acin^'  helu'nd 
liar-,  -ileiit  hnl  luisulxhied.  ami  a  dt-pairitiL,'  an;,'<r 
-\\e|)|  o\cr  him.  "I  want  to  lie  my  kindl  I  want 
lo  do  tliinu-  m\'  wavl"  lie  muttered. 


laicy".-  parent-  had  always  I  .ken  (  hri-tmas  dinner 
with  the  Stephi'ii  ('n,\lers.  Oth  T  liranche-  of  the 
family  asscinhlcd  at  the  Murt.'nur  C'nyler-',  wiiere 
there   was   more  youth   and   uicrriinciit,   but    Lucy 
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\\a>   im(iiic>li,>iiin<;Iy   loyal    lo   fli.-   tradition   of   tlir 
I)ast.      The  (liiiiicr      a>   licld   at    llic   suincwliaf    iin- 
^Tiiial  hour  oi"  Ihnv  oMock,  and  they  turned    n'luc- 
tanlly  from  llic  l)cll>  .nid  l)ri<:litn<'NS  ouUidc  to  t!ic 
cn-uKin-'  -rlooin  of  lli.'  lofty   I'n.nl    hall.      Thr  dark, 
solcnni   old    house   had    put    a    prim    wreath   or   t\V(; 
in   its  windows,   where   tli.y    Inui"'  like  a    ropeefful 
echo    t)f    AunI     Margaret 's     earring's.     The    oIcNt, 
more  conserxalixe   element  of   the  fann'ly  was  repre- 
sented, for   the  more   hrilliant   or   worldly   inemher.s 
went  firndy  to  the  Mortimer  Cuylers',  aial.  hut  for 
two  "^n'rls"  of  withered  youth,  oidy  Dana  and  Lucy 
were    under    forty.     The   a»eml)led    ^nie>t>,    sifting' 
or    standini;-    ahoul     the    drawing-room,    showed    to 
ANes.'ern  eyes  a   curious  shyiuvs^  with  one  another. 
They    were   all    related    aiul    had    ^rown    uj)   or   old 
together,  yet   a    pall  of    self-eonsciousncss   lay  over 
Ihem.     They  went  out   lo  dinner  awkwardly,  over- 
.sinilin^',  with  n'pealed  slej)pin^r,,  (,„   trailing'  skirts. 
After   the   slimulalion   of   findin<,'   their   places   was 
u<ed   UJ),   silences   settled   chillingly   down   at   every 
pause. 

Aunt  Mar<,'aret  always  sal  like  a  policeman  at 
the  uates  of  conversation,  challenging-,  correcting, 
and  rebuking,  an  altitude  which  would  naturally 
check  its  flow  in  her  inimediale  neighbourhood; 
hut.  even  at  a  safe  distance,  there  was  no  movement. 
Brief  remarks  were  oflVred,  shy  (juestious  and  smiling 
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;in>wcrs.  hut  no  >ocial  fluid  \v;i.>  j^'rncraicd  to  hlcmi 
llic  company;  liic  (■l('nu'nf>  stayed  dty  iind  di>tiiicl. 
Lucy.  ol)li,i,'t'd  to  ^pcak  aci-()->  the  laldc,  hliishcd  to 
!iir  eyes.  Eor  the  nio>t  part,  with  .^liglilly  bent 
hrads  and  con.^ti'aiiicd  I'lhows,  llicy  ate. 

Had  it  been  a  rural  .>liynes>.  Dana,  out  of  liis 
-ood  humour  and  his  inborn  ease,  could  liave  cauj^dit 
hold,  flun^'  topics  and  piyely  rif,dit  and  K-ft  until 
(  \(T\l)ody  was  taking  part  and  the  day  was  savi-d. 
Hut  instinct  told  in'm  that  this  urban  sliyne>s  was 
(it  anolher  breed,  an<l  that  the  young  outsider  who 
attempted  to  come  to  its  aid  would  be  smartly  put 
in  hi>  place  and  frozen  there.  It  im'ght  even  be 
a  [)art  of  the  firm,  "We  do  it,"  which  had  more  than 
(lUce  droi){)ed  squarely  across  the  path  of  his  in- 
quiries. He  tried  to  content  his  soul  with  the 
excellence  of  the  food,  but  the  ilesire  to  do  some- 
thing—  even  to  break  isomcthing  —  grew  on  him 
iiiloleral)ly. 

Aunt  Lizzie,  on  his  right,  had  her  deaf  ear  toward 
him,  so,  after  the  wliole  t'd>Ie  had  heard  him  re|)eat 
three  times  the  hope  that  her  rheumatism  was 
Itetler,  he  turned  exa^jx-ratedly  to  ('ou>in  Amy  on 
his  left.  But  Cousin  Amy  considered  it  queer  for 
a  man  to  be  a  nuh-iciaii,  and  nnich  worse  than  (jueer 
tor  him  to  have  no  producible  antecedents,  and 
though  she  re-ponded  pleasantly  enough,  she  main- 
tained her  principles  by  keeping  her   fucc  avcrtnl. 
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It  1^  li;inl  lo  I.ilk  with  ciitliusiasni  lo  a  profile,  nnd 
l);iii;i.  ;il);iii(l(»iiiii.<,'  that,  sent  a  ^'htiicc  of  <h->|)air 
down  the  lahlc  to  LiK-y. 

It  \\.i~  ill  that  iiioiaciil  that  a  new  kiiowIcd^M'  was 
<ii\cii   to   Dana   Maloiic:  he  saw  with   liis  own  <'yt's 
the   >oii.|arily  of   Family.      Lucy   .at    as   llic  otiicrs 
>al.    licr    shyiics-,    \\;is    their    shyness,    1i,t    reserves, 
.scrnples.  comphCations    were    woven    throu^'h   tliem 
all;  her  relation  to  him  was  iiieidt'nial  compared  lo 
ll"'    ''<»nd    that    held    her    to    them.      Hetween    him 
and    Ihci..    lay    a    hopeless    jrulf:     they    could    never 
really    understand    one    another:    what     meant     an 
anguish  of  horedom  lo  him  ha.d  some  ol)scure  cere- 
monial  \alue  to   them,  and  his  natural   methods  of 
enjoyment  would  l)e  wholly  alien  to  their  sympathies. 
Lucy   had   <rossed    (o   ids   side   for   a    few   free   and 
joyous  months,  hut.  to  his  dismayed  glance,  it  seemed 
now   thai    ihey   were  ine.\(M-al)ly  taking'  her  back  lo 
themselves.     'I'his  repressed,  anxious,  duliful  <,niesl 
lior*'  no  i-elation   lo  the  i)loss()mini,f.  <>xj)andin^'  ^drl 
to   whom    he   had    made   lovi-   on    (he   hills  of   Sky 
Farm.     She  was  nol  comfortable,  hut   she  was  not 
findinn'  tin-  occasion   horrilile.  as  he  was.     She  felt 
no  rebellion.      Twenty  years  from  now  she  would 
be  siitinr,'  then',  jusl  as  linuMly  sweet  and  duliful, 

and     he  But     there    his    smothered    protest 

burst   up  thr(>n<;h   the  im^.as.sive  surface.     Without 
realizing'  what  he  did.  he  sj)ran/;  lo  hi>  feet. 
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■"A  toast?"  said  Aunt  Marizarfl  hlaiidly,  a  Iiaiid 
'oward  luT  j,dass.  Ilcr  voice  and  the  .startled  faces 
;ili()Ul  liiiu  l)r()U;,dil  liim  hack  to  his  >-ii>es.  It  was 
a  dreadful  luuiiient,  hut  I'e  managed  to  take  up 
a  i:la>s. 

"Merry  r''iri>tnia>I'"  he  >aid  fi'cltly.  and  drooped 
down  into  liis  .st-at  again.  lit)lding:  hack  a  i)iu-h  hy 
dieer  force  of  will. 

'I'liey  re>{H)nde(l  courteously,  a  little  .surprised, 
;.tt  ready  to  accept  dili'erence.s  of  custom  from  him. 
And  the  ceremony  amused  and  relaxed  them. 
(  onversafion  flowed  more  easily  afte'-  that.  15y 
de>sert,  they  were  all  talking,  except  Dana,  who 
wearily  leaned  back  and  watched  tlicnj  with  apa- 
llirlic  eyes. 

It  was  evening  when  they  left,  other  rdatlxt's 
setting  them  down  at  their  door.  Lucy,  still  fresh 
and  alert,  kept  her  air  of  content  even  when  the\' 
were  free  and  alone  again. 

"It  went  off  very  well,  didn't  it?"  she  said, 
prece<ling  him  uj)  the  stairs.  Dana  turned  asid*- 
into  the  nnisic  room  on  a  muttered  excuse  and  shut 
the  do(jr. 

"I'm  common,"  hi'  said  with  shut  teeth.  "(  om- 
nionl  There  are  Irish  jigs  in  my  blood.  My  (iod, 
if  I  have  to  sit  through  that  again,  I'll  die!" 

The  domestic  life  that  he  had  foreseen,  the  .asv 
hospitality,    the   singing    and    laughter,    the    spon- 
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l;ini'ous  [)n-liiii!.'-  hack  of  rii-x  for  a  (laiioc  Ihc  times 
of  inlcii>ifir(|  carr  and  IcikIciuc^n  mul  |li,.  joyous 
l)al)y  [)r(>ciic('s  —  "my  son."  "my  iitllc  ^'irl/'  — 
all  lii>  (Irram  of  lioiiic  caiiK-  hack  in  mockini,'  con- 
trast to  thr  ^moliicrini;  formality  of  IJiat  aflcrnoon. 
Tlic  >ilcnc('  of  }n'>  own  lionsc  seemed  to  fore-jiadow 
years  as  socially  arid,  as  secretly  inelancjioly.  He 
he<^an  to  pla.w  x)  s[i)riiiily  tiiat  presently  he  fonnd 
a  fii^nre  in  a  kimono  slandint;-  an\ions|\-  liesidc  jn'm. 
Tile  qneslion  in  his  wife's  eyes  had  to  l)e  met.  He 
was  ashamed  when  he  saw  how  lie  had  tronhled  her. 

"Lncy,  win  re'>  our  little  Frederick?  And  our 
little  Susan?"  he  asked. 

"I  know!  They  are  \(>ry  slow  about  it,  aren't 
theyl"  She  curled  down  relievedly  on  ||ic  i)eiicli 
heside  him. 

"Some  way  or  other,  there  has  i^oi  |<;  h,  a  Christ- 
mas lrei>  in  this  house  l»y  ne\l  year."  Dana  an- 
nounced with  authority. 

"With  dollies  on  it."  she  assented  dreamily. 

"Xo:  lead  soldiers." 

They  laughed  at  that.  "Ah,  weren't  we  happy, 
out  there?"  she  added,  with  a  little  movement  of 
body  and  breath  that  nu-ant  regret. 

"Th(y  always  tell  yon  that  marria^'e  isn't  so 
easy  as  it  looks;"  Dana  was  answerinij  th  >  sio'h. 
"I  ^Miess  there's  somethiny-  in  it.  my  dear."  The 
door.s  Ix'twei'U   them  st'emed   to  lie  wide  open:  they 
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wciv  >u(l(lonly  ;is  ciox'    in    >f)iril    a>    tlu-y    were    in 

iiotly. 

"If  only  one  weren't  so  puzzled,"  >he  •'.li'l  e;i<,'<Tly. 
•■jt'  one  could  know  ju^l  what  tlie  other  -  and  what 
wa>  ri-zht  and  fair       ah,  if  one  knew  1" 

A  -lartK-d  vision  of  a  new  po^iliility,  of  everything' 
lielwcen  them  put  bravely  into  words,  held  him 
>il(nt.  Moved  and  open  a^  he  wa>.  he  mi-lit  hav<> 
made  the  attempt  then,  for  ^'ood  or  ill,  if  a  house- 
maid had  not  interrupted  with  wood  for  the  lire. 
Lucy  watelu'd  her  huild  it  up  with  an  uneasy  frown. 

"Not  >o  nuich,  Kate,"  -he  exclaimed.  "Look, 
you  can  nuike  it  hurn  with  half  that."'  She  look 
acti\(>  charjfe.  rescuing  several  >ticks  for  future  u>e. 
Wiieii  the  mode>t  hiaze  was  started  and  the  nuiid 
had  .i,'one,  she  came  hack  to  Dana.  du>lin<:  her  hands. 

"Servants  are  so  wasteful,"  >he  protested.  Dana's 
nn'nd  admitted  the  truth  of  the  complaint,  but  his 
hiart  chilled  before  its  distressed  utterance.  For 
an  instant  the  ji:rinding  spirit  of  old  Adrian  ("uyler 
had  looked  out  at  him. 

(  hristnuis  was  iu)f  over  with  the  pa.«..>in^'  of  the 
(lay.  For  a  week  afterwani,  a  iu"W  frosliness,  faint 
i)ut  uuniistakal)le,  was  exhaled  from  the  older 
members  of  the  family  in  Dana's  prest-nce.  He 
could  scarcely  k'«>  d<jwn  the  stntt  without  meeting 
a  (uyler.  and  u«>arly  all  of  them  showed  if  only 
iiy    the  <"mpha.sized    frii'udliuess  of   the   partisan  — 
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tliMl   lir  \v;is  I)(>inff  talked  over.     When  Ik-  lri(>(l  lo 
pay   Aiiiil    Mar-rant ">   carfare,  licr   caii^tic.  "Doiri 
troiil.lr  -     s;,\r   y.,111-    iiK.iiey.      I    prefer    to    pay    for 
iny.M-If,"    i.ft     liiin    liclplcs,    ;,n.l    puzzic-d.     (•,>ii>iri 
Susie   finally    l.^l    ,,ul    the   srcrel.     '|'1„.    f;,niily    wa. 
.-urpriM.,1    IJi.it     D.nia.    m.    kiiidly    rcceivc.l,  l,;,.!  lu.t 
l''«)iilil(d   l<.  x'li.l  >()  iiiiicli  a>  a   r().s(>  or  a   calendar 
to   his   new   relative,.     'J'he   yiff    was   uniinj)()rtant. 
I'll'  it.s  ouiissJoM  showed  a  lack  of  reco^'uition  on  liis 
part,  a  want   of   wel|-l,red    n;r;,ci(,iisne,s.      |-;;i(li  |i;,d 
llionuiil    notliing   ,,r    i|    „„(i|    .]„.    ,|,\(.,,v,.red    ||,;,{ 
the  others  lia«l  heeii   passed  „ver.   too:  and  it   was 
for     the    others    that     >]u-    felt     the    netjlecf.      Kind 
Cousin  Susie  was  sure  thai  customs  varied  in  difer- 
enl  parts  of  thecourdry  and  that  (  hrislrnas  })reseids 
were  not   usiial  where  Dana  came  from,  so  that  he 
could   not    he  expected    lo  know    their  si^r„ifi(.ance; 
i)ut  she  had  thou.^jit  that  perhaps  a  few  New  Year's 
cards  and  a  j)olted  fern  for  Aiuil   Mar^'aret  mi<:lit 
case  the  situation,  and  that   was  why  she  had   told 
her  dear   Lucy.      Her  dear   Lucy,   quite  pale  with 
an^'er.   had  declared   that   everythin<j  she  had  sent 
was  -from  us  both,  of  course"'  —  she  had  suppose,! 
that  every  one  would  understan.l  that:and  not  until 
Cousin  Susie  had  hurrie.l  oil   with   the  explanation 
did  she  realize  that  pcrha})s  it  was  not  .juile  true. 

"Why   di.ln't   you   scud   a    few    flowers,    Dana?" 
she  asked  when  sji,.  had  told  him   the  trouble.      ■■  f 
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liat('  to  have  lli<ni  think  you  imtrrarious  or  ungrn- 
.  rou^.      Don't  you  think  you  >houlil  have?" 

Dana  inailc  no  an>\viT  at  all.  She  had  yrarncd 
Id  -.hare  hi>  anijrr.  l-ut,  it"  he  tell  r('>(iitincnf .  he 
kr[)t  i'  to  lli^l^»li*.  'I"hc  family,  >li^'htl\-  reactionary 
:  lit  r  ("ou^iii  Su>it''s  /calou^  round,  rfturnr<l  to  a 
(  liai-itahic  tolfrancc,  uufonccrnrd  a>  to  what  niiudit 
lie  hchind  tlir  i)a>>i\»'  c-ourlcsy  of  hi>  response. 
And  Dana,  ardent,  lonely,  wounded.  >hut  hiin>elf 
ii|)  in  his  work  and  lri«'(i  to  a>>ert  llial  that  was  the 
only  Ihinj;  in  life  that  really  mattered.  .\s  I'almer 
Jaek-^  had  once  .said,  he  had  not  yet  loarne<l  to 
hiuuh. 

'Iruly.  the  fjadflies  were  out  after  Dana  Malonc. 
liei'ore  that  stin^'  could  he  forf,'otten.  a  letter  from 
(  andace  hrou^dit  a  fresli  attack.  Siu-  enclosed  a 
letter  from  California. 

'■  1  thou^dit  you  ou^ht  to  see  this.""  .>he  had  written. 
"1  hate  passint;  on  unph\'isanl  tliinj^'s;  hut  I  am 
M)  certain  tht're  is  .some  ^'ood  explanation.  Write 
Leila  or  let  me.  Of  course.  I  knew  there  was  .somo- 
tliinii-.  wlieii  you  wouldn"t  talk  ahout  San  Francisco. 
\ow  don"t  retreat  into  a  proud  silence,  my  hoy. 
'I  hat  i>  a  very  had  trick  of  yours,  (lood  old  friends 
have  to  t)e  conciliated,  even  at  the  cost  of  explaining 
to  lliein  that  you  ai-e  not  an  utter  fo(»l."' 

Dana   knew   with   miserable  certainty  what   was 
comiu''  as  he  turned  to  the  marked  pa^'e: 
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"1    «l()ii"l    >u[)i)(,>.'    y,,ii    M-,-    .iiiytliin^'    of    Dana 

Malolir.     IK.W     lli.il     Iir    |,,|.     inarri.'d     iii|„     (|ir    (ir.t 

15«>-<i..ii  circle.      I),,  vuii  know  thai  U>-  \va^  (mH  Jiciv 

<.ii  !ii^  uc.i.liii::  lri|.        p.-opi,.  >;,u  |,i,,,  ,,ii  Hir  >(n-,.|, 

■N^'J^-  I"  liiiii        an. I  li.'  (li.hri    m-imI   word   lo  oi,,.  of 

lii>  ol.l  Fn'.n.U:-'     \\v  can'l  h.-Ip  l.rin-  luirl  al.oul  i(. 

\Nr  lia.l  licar.l  lir  \va.>  coiiiiii-.  and  lia.i  planned  lo 

^''^<'    'ii"i    '!"■    waniicl     kind    of    a     wclcotn.-.    hnt 

evidently    il    waMi"!    wanl.^.l.      1(    i.   |,..,rd    (o  l.rlievo 

<•'   I>;iiia.      I  d(.n't   M'c  how  even  money  could  have 

clian-ed    liini    like    that.      Still,    there   doeMi"!    >eeni 

lo  he  any  other  e\[)lanaf  ;..ii.      If  |,e  had  wanted   lo 

.see    us.  we    wre    ri.-lit    there,  and    waiting.     I     nni.st 

c■oMfe^^.    I    feel    rather   >iek    ahoiit    it.      F,a>f  is  Ila^L 

and  ^^.■>|  Is  \Ve>|        how  can  you  s(;,,\-  in  a  place  that 

can   make  people  >o  c.jd  l.lood,-d?     Come  l)ack  lo 

us.  Candy,  hefore  yon,  l(io.  are  spoiled." 

Dana  read  th<.  sheet  a-ain  and  a^'ain.  and  if  his 
oM  friend.s  conid  have  s.^ri  his  face.  Ihey  would  Iiav.^ 
had  no  room  left  lor  th.ar  own  hurl.  Then  he  put 
il  away  and  went  hack  to  his  work.  He  said  nothin.i,' 
;'''«'nt  it  to  Lucy,  and  he  wrote  neither  lo  Caudace 
nor  to  ("aliforuia. 
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|)\\\'s    iialiiiMlly    (•\i);iii-<i\<'    -piril,    lia\  iim     ■    ■ 
(rratfil    ililo    ilxll'.    Iiiadc    tlir    •laiiurfnii^    ili-.(n\. 
Iliat  it   \va>  (a-itr  In  >lay  tliric.      \lv  <li(l  even  t  liiiiL' 
tiiat     l.licy    -ii^'<:r>lr(l    with    a    «-|)ilit  !('>>    a>Mlit     that 
nearly  lirukc  her  litaft  ;  li<    xciiird   to  havr  neither 
iiiipili^o  lioi-  i)fclfifiuc>.  X)  loliu  a>.  he  ua^  allnuid 
to  work  imdi-tiirlx'd.      Lucy  li.-loiiut-d  to  her  taiiiil>  , 
iK.t   to  him.      Ill-  \\a>  a  men-  iucith-iil.  a  t'ootiiot.'  in 
thi-  family   hi-<lory,  and  coiihl   iiol   cxiicct    t«»  alic<'t 
il>  coui'M'.     lIi>o\vii  atlitiidi'  to  wealth  \va>  mat  iiriiiu. 
'i"hr  <l(>in-  to  -pcnd  and  to  '/wv  wa^  still  in  the  loiv- 
trrnund,    l)ut    under    it    \va>   ^M-owin;,'   a    new    un.ltr- 
>tandiui,M)l' liic  power  that  lay,  unused,  in  his  wife's 
hands.      He  had    I  ried,  onre  or   twice,   to    show   her 
wlial    he    saw.     hid.     at      the     first     words,     Lucy 
had    retreated     so    uneasily    Ih.d    he   had    ^iven    up. 
It  wu>  better  to    keel)    to    his    role    of    passive   out- 
si.|<T.       He    knew,    (hmly,     tliat     he     was     not     l.e- 
ha\in^'    very    wt-ll.    hut    he    was    youn^'    and    hurl, 
an<l    there    was   solace    in    the   specious    <li,i!;iiily    of 
hi>     altitude.       The     Celtic     soii^'s    were    finidied, 
l.ut  he  tlid    not    scud    tiieni    to    his    puhlidier,    some 
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vaKiu-  prt'iiioriiliuii  iinixllin^  him  l(.  •  kt'cp  (lirm  ,,ii 
han.l.- 

"I'll   Like  III.  ri!   In  New   ^o|•|^   iiiyM^lf  >,,iiir  .l.iy." 
Ik'  rxpliiiiMMJ    I.,   Lucy.       •    I    in.iy    u.,ii!    lo   iiliikc   M.iiif 

•  liU'rrciil  arraii^'ciii.tii  .il.oul  ili.in  .,11  ilirn.  oui- 
fi-iil    or    M.iiiclliirii;.      \\ni    (MiTt    It  II."      |,;ii,|    i,,    ;, 

•  Irawcr.  Ihcy  u.Tc  laii-rihjc  a>H|  s.  c,,!^  ,.riil,j,.  |,n.|)- 
••rly.  lie  (iinicd  a  k(\  on  llicm  uiiji  ^i.i\-,.  >iiii.- 
I'aclioiK  and  hnricil  lMin-r||'  in  |ii>  ••(  lul(jnrr>  (rn- 
.sadc"  wilhoMl  a  (ki\  >  iiolidax .  Ilr  \\(Mild  liax.- 
.stayed  linriid  in  it  ind.linilrjy  if.,  iMJal.d  notice  of 
n  thou-and-dolkir  |.ii/e.  oll'ered  lor  an  orcliolral 
piece  l.y  an  American  ( ompoxr.  Lad  not  ron.>e(l 
Lncy  t(j  excited  hope. 

"It  iMi'l  I  he  money,"  >he  nr-ed.  fi^dilin^'  bravely 
a^MJnsI  ln>  apathy.  '"'I'liink  ol'  ii.i\iiii;  il  played 
l»y  one  ol"  tlie  lineal  orclie-t ra-^  in  tiie  coijntrv! 
()  Dana,  the  niyht  we  went  on  to  hear  if  — 
wonldn't  yon  nearl.\-  die  of  joy?"" 

"Hnt  nol)(j<ly  ever  \\in-<  in  competitions,"  he 
ohjecteck  '*\oI,o,jy  you  know.  I  hat  is.  Besides, 
it  c-lo>es  in        Kt  me  >ee        ten  (hiy>."* 

'"Well,  yon  h.ive  |)ractically  finidied  it.  You 
conld  poller  over  il  for  twenty  year>  lon^'or.  huL  it 
i>  really  tlone.  i>n"t  it?" 

"I  snppoM-  it  i-.  after  a  fa  liion." 

"And  you  can  ,t,'et  help  on  lli,  nu  chanica'  work. 
Cuiuv  and  f)hiy  it."  die  in>i>led. 
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D.iiia  olx'Vf.l  imwilliii^'ly.  I)iil  |)n'>riitl\  l!i<-  iiiumc 
vtirnil  lii>  I'l  lnctaiit  lio|)c.>.  It  u.in  ^'ood!  'I'Ih- 
(liil.li-Ii  pil^rrim>  Nlrcjinnl  hriulillx  lorlli.  ;ill  \omI1i 
.iinl  t'.iitli  and  iniiocnil  ^plimloiir,  ami  1  Ik-  niotlici^ 
;il  lioiiif  wailttl  ill  \aiii.  W  Ik  n  llif  little  lio^t, 
l.r.ikfii  and  Icatfii  on  rarlli.  had  l««<-n  taken  np 
into  lita\cnly  ^dmy,  Dana  >a\\  willi  l"i«>|i  «\\c>  what 
he  ha. 1  done,  and  w  a>  ania/.d.  "Did  I  wriU- that  ?" 
\\a>  hi^  Nolcinn  t  ht»n;^lil . 

'"It  i>  tlic  niu-L  lifautifnl  ihin^'  in  the  world!" 
Lncy  had  trar^  on  Ikt  eytla>lic.>.  "O  my  <lear, 
till'  ni^ht  thry  |)lay  it  I" 

lit  r  faith  moved  him  more  tlian  he  would  >how. 
'All  ri;,dil.  I'll  try  it,"  he  a.sM-nU-d.  "Il  wil)  l>e 
a  -«lill'  week." 

"I  will  do  cviTylhin','  I  can  to  make  il  <'a>irr." 
die  promised.  And  she  ke|)t  m-r  word.  j)ultin^' 
lier>elf  aside  with  whoK-liearted  devotion.  If  Dana 
did  not  come  to  a  meal,  the  meal  unol)lru>ively 
e.inie  to  him:  enj,Mf,'emenls  were  deferred  or  relused 
for  him:  the  mii>ic  room  was  i)ut  in  order  hefore 
l)reakfasl,  and  no  one  went  near  il  on  any  pretext 
.ilterward.  .\t  first  the  joy  of  (h-feiidin^'  him  kr]A 
her  K-'.^"-  l"il  loward  tiie  end  of  (he  week  it  t^rcw  lo 
he  lonely  work.  Dana  emerged  too  ah.sorhed  and 
tired  for  human  intercourse.  On  the  last  night, 
it  was  after  niichiight  when  the  music  room  door 
()pene<l. 
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"ITcIloI"  lie  ,>;ii(I  siirpri.scdly.  I'di'  lii.-.  wife  >nt 
nirlcd  down  ;i,!,';iiii>t  llic  d(juriH)>t.  Iicr  head  resting 
on  her  knci-s.  lioidc  licr,  on  a  cliaii-.  was  a  (ray 
holding  a  ihcrnios  bottles  a  cup  and  >onic  .sponge 
(•ak{'.>. 

"I  liad  sonic  iiol  c-liocolato  niadi'  for  yon  —  yon 
ale  -o  lit  I  If  diniKi-,"*  >hv  explained.  ri>ing.  "'Will 
yon  drink  it?" 

"I  ecrtainix-  will."'  lie  a^M'iiled.  icnioh-Iy  touched 
and  gralct'iil.  llioii-li  Ioo.vixmiI  to  produce  (he  feelings 
willi  any  c(;iivic(i(iii.      "  Why  didii"|  ynu  Kring  it  in?" 

"."My  dcarl  ]  wouMirt  lia\c  inlcrrnpted  you  if 
IhehouM-  had  Ix  en  on  fire."  die  a >>u red  him  seriously. 
*"At  leasl,  nol  if  I  iho.ighl  we  could  get  il  out."' 

'■(iood  li'lle  l.ucy:""  He  1 1  ied  lo  ron>e  hi>  jad<'(l 
spirit  to  a  propi  ;•  re-^poiise.  '-What  have  you  heen 
•  loing  willi  yoiuNcli'  ;i!I  ihi^  week?"" 

"Oh,  Ihe  Usual  tilings."'  She  filled  his  cnj).  then 
stood  leaning  again>l  the  talile,  looking  thought- 
fully down  on  liiin.  "Your  life  is  ever  so  much 
nicer  than  mine."*  -he  complained.  "I  have  heen 
Ihinking  ahoul  il  all  ilie  week."" 

The  chocolate  was  re\i\ing  him;  ihe  moment  had 
l:ecome  plea>anl  and  homelike.  "How  do  you 
mean?'"  he  a-^ked  conif()r!ai)ly. 

"Tlie  thing  you  want  lo  do  most  of  all  is  ihe  thing 
you  mns(  du:""  die  wa-  aI:iio-l  scolding  him  for  it. 
'■■\Mien  you  haw  h;;d  a  jjerfeci   orgie  of  happine». 
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you  IiMVc  been  I'lilfillin^i'  your  liiulu>(  duly.  .M\- 
clays  are  all  spent  in  doing  whai  I  don't  want  to." 

"Hut  why  are  they?'* 

"Hecau.>e  tho>e  are  the  tilings  thai  must  he  done. 
I  ha\('  had  two  conuuittee  nHctings  fo-day,  and  I 
have  visited  the  Diel  KiUlien,  and  I've  sal  with 
a  lame  aunt  — only,  of  course,  I  didn't  mind  that,"" 
with  a  note  of  apology;  ""and  I  have  had  four 
re(jue>S  for  donations;  and  I  had  to  leIe[)hone  to 
a  man  I  didn't  know  and  ask  him  to  do  .something 
he  <lidn't  want  to;  and  I've  oh,  it  is  ordeals  ;ill 
the  time.  I  do  get  so  tired  of  >erewing  myx'If  u|). 
Dana!  And  yet  it  i>n't  half  what  my  mother  used 
to  do  every  dav  of  her  life." 

"Poor  girl  I  Wiiat  would  you  do  if  you  could 
choose?  Without  any  conscience  at  all.^"  There 
was  a  mocking  intonation  for  "■conscience,"  hut 
she  did  not  heed  it. 

'"Paint,  of  course.  I  am  not  good  (nmugh  to 
make  it  a  real  vocation,  with  rights  of  its  own,  hut 
it  is  what  I  want.  I  woidd  work  at  painting,  and 
see  pictures,  and  read  lovely  things;  and  go  for 
long  walks  with  you;  and  see  Candy  ofteiier;  and  not 
do  anything  formal  e\-er  again,"  >he  eruled  with 
impatient  emphasis. 

Dana  finished  liis  chocolate  in  thoughtful  silence. 
"I'll  tell  you  what,"  he  said  presently;  "we'll  take 
a  vacutiou,  and  for  two  moutlis  you  shall  do  exactly 
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as  you  please.  We'll  go  lo  \rw  York  and  sublet, 
a  studio  a])arlmenl;  you  ean  always  f^el  llK'ni  at 
this  time  of  the  year.  You  shall  have  a  hii,'  dui)lex 
\vt)rkrooin,  and  you  can  go  to  elasso  if  you  like,  and 
see  all  the  exhibit ioiin.  And  we'll  l)e  as  mar  Candy 
as  possible;  everything  juxt  as  you  want  it.  Why 
not?" 

For  a  moment  her  faec  had  lit  at  the  prospect; 
then  the  light  slowly  faded.  "1  couldn't.  It  wouhl 
not  1,'e  right,"  slu-  .said  worriedly.  She  a(hnitte<l 
that  her  place  could  be  filled  on  the  comniil  tees. 
"I  am  not  really  very  good  on  them,"  >he  explained; 
yet  the  objectien  j)er>i^led.  "We  don't  do  things 
in  a  moment,  like  that."  >hv  assured  him.  "I 
might  plan  it  for  next  winter;  but  there  i.>.n't  time 
now." 

The  "we  don't  do  it"  echoed  of  Aunt  Margan^t, 
and  struck  irritaf ingl\-  on  Dana's  >trained  nerves. 
In  the  freedom  of  .Sky  Farm,  Lucy  had  exulted  in 
doing  things  on  a  moment's  notice.  Again  he  saw 
the  family  inexorably  reclaiming  her. 

"Why  lake  half  a  year  to  plan  a  thing  as  simple 
as  a  b  c  ?"  he  exclaimed.  "You  tell  me  your  heart's 
desire,  and  I  >how  you  how  you  can  have  a  try  at  it. 
Why  not  simply  rid  your  soul  of  scnlpK^^  that  don't 
mean  a  thing  and  take  yom-  chance?" 

Ills  force  was  persuasive.  And  he  h.i  !  heard 
about  her  scruples  before,  heard  enough  to  disturb 
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her  implicit  faith  in  ihoni,  cvm  if  >lu'  couitJ  ml 
check  their  rising.  "You  think  I  ought?"  she 
hesitated. 

"I  do." 

"W-e-ll "      It     \va^    the    >l()\v    hcginniiij,'    of 

cciKes.  ion,  but  >lic  hioke  off  to  ;i>k.  "What  would 
IIh-  rent  hc.^" 

"Oh,  threi-  hundred  a  month.  |)<Tha[)>." 

"Thrt'r  hundred  dollars  a  monllil"  She  could 
not  ht'lic'Vf  that  she  had  heard  aright. 

"But  you  get  llicir  linen  and  silver  and  furniturt-. 
It  would  prohahly  \)c  more.  Peoi)!e  always  expect 
a  good  profit  when  they  sublet." 

"Three  hundred  a  monthi"  It  had  a  downward 
inflection,  this  time.  "I  think  that  is  perfectly 
ini(iuitous.  I  supposed  you  were  going  to  say  fifty 
tiollars  a  month." 

"You  couldn't  get  a  duplex  hencoop  for  that 
in  New  York.  You  would  never  fi-el  it,"  Dana 
adtled,  rising. 

''It  is  the  principle."  said  Lucy  with  tightened 
lip>. 

"Is  it.^"  he  askeil.  his  tone  car"fuliy  nieam'ngless, 
though  his  eyes  .searched  hers.  "The  principle  that 
you  couldn't  spend  so  uuieh  for  pleasure  when  you 
might  be  doing  active  good  with  the  money.^" 

"I  —  suppose  so."  Some  faint  emphasis  on  that 
"active  good"  made  her  voice  fuller  for  an  instant. 
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"'Any\va\-,  il  i^  [mt  uiiifli.""  s]),-  roiu'luded  firmly. 
'"WIicu  wc  li;i\t'  (lii>  Iti^'  lioiix'  iirrc." 

"True:  \vc  li;i\t'  tlii^  \n'^  lu»ii^r  licrc,"  he  said, 
wailiiif,'  uilli  lii^  hand  al  llic  li^^iil  fur  her  lo  leave 
I  lie  rooiii.  SIic  went  slowly.  Irouhlrd  and  rchcllioiis 
al  ihf  uii>|)()l«ii  critirisni  in  his  attiludo.  Half- 
way up  tlu'  .stairs,  she  turned  and  waite''  *"  jr  him. 

"Do  yoti  realize  thai  ihree  hundi  <1  a  month 
means  an  investment  of  seventy  two  Ihiiusand 
dollars?"  she  demanded.  "If  you  knew  more 
about  the  earm'n<,'  (•aj)acily  of  money,  my  dear 
boy-  my  <frandfather  taught  me  that  when  I  was 
a  little  eliild.  He  used  to  say,  'When  you  spend 
a  dollar,  remember  that  a  dollar  is  all  that  twenty 
dollars  can  earn  in  a  year.'  That  tauf,dil  me  morel" 
In  111  •  fear  that  she  nu'ght  .seem  to  be  disapproving 
<»f  him,  she  laid  her  hand  on  his  .shoulder.  "We 
think  nothing'  of  five  rents,  and  yet.  after  all,  it  takes 
a  dollar  twelve  months  to  earn  even  that.  If  you  had 
only  learned  to  see  it  that  way  when  you  were  little!" 

"Thank  dod.  I  tlidn'tl"  sprang'  to  Dana's  lips, 
but  he  eru.shed  back  the  words,  with  only  an  im- 
patient movement  of  his  shoulder  to  betray  them. 

"We  don't  think  il  riu'lit  to  waste  money,"  .she 
went  on.  "We  look  on  people  who  itdierit  fortunes 
as  the  stewards  of  them  rather  than  the  owners." 

"Fine  old  gag,"  Dana  murmured,  but  she  was 
too  intent  on  her  explanation  to  heed. 
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"II  is  our  bu.siiios  to  u>e  llicm  widely  and  i)a>s 
llu'iii  on  wliolc  —larger  rather  tlian  >nialK'r.  Can't 
you  >ce  that,  dtar?"' 

"\Vs,  I  sec  tliat." 

"Then  mustn't  that  control  our  >|t<'n(ling?" 

Tlu'  answer  \va-  to  him  cliihli^Iiiy  ol)\ion->.  He 
hail  only  to  say,  "It  i.>  right  to  >a\e,  it  is  often 
wrong  to  spend,  Imt  to  love  to  >ave,  to  hate  to 
>I)end  —  that  is  evil;"  and  tlu' whole  c|ne>f ion  would 
lit'  open  between  them.  But  he  wa>  tired,  body 
and  soul. 

"Fm  Irish,  Lucy,"  he  said.  "You  caul  eliauge 
me,  Fm  afraid.     Now  I  nuist  go  to  bed." 

"Ah,  of  course  —  you  are  tired  out;"  >h<'  inirried 
on  ahead  of  him.  "I  ft)rgol  for  the  moment.  Fm 
>orry  I     Can't  I  do  sonu  thing  for  you?" 

"Nothing,  thanks."  lie  turned  to  hi>  own  room 
and,  after  an  instant's  hesitation,  .>hnt  the  door. 
Much  may  be  expressed  in  tlie  closing  «»f  a  door: 
that  it  will  not  open  again  that  night,  for  in>tance; 
and  that  he  \\ho  shuts  it,  thou.Ji  heartsick  himself, 
i>  sorry  that  he  nui>t  hurt  the  one  on  the  (jther  sitie. 

The  struggle  between  them  was  perilously  clo>e 
to  the  surface;  but  a  forlorn  .>en>e  that  words  were 
of  no  use  still  kept  Dana  silent.  The  ditrerenci'  lay 
in  their  bdood  and  bones,  far  beyond  the  reach  of 
argument.  lie  reproached  himself  for  letting  this 
one   thing  bulk   so   darkl\-   between   them    when    in 
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fvcry  oilier  \v;iy  Lucy  was  so  darliuf^  a  person,  yet, 
no  maflcr  in  wlial  mood  he  eame  to  her,  some  pettv 
a.Npecl  of  their  (hfi'erenee  presently  Ijlotled  out  llie 
li;4'ht.  It  sei-med  to  him  sometimes  as  though  every 
l)reath  (h'awn  involved  the  hideous  factor  of  money. 

'"All  that  twenty  dollars  can  earn  in  a  year," 
he  found  himx-If  muttering  that  ni<:lil  as  he  tried 
to  go  to  sleep,  and  no  wrathful  turm'ng  from  the 
phrase  could  get  it  out  of  in's  head.  11. •  awoke  the 
nr\t  morning  to  find  it  still  nagging  at  him:  "When 
you  spt>n(l  a  dollar -- all  that  twenty  dollars  can 
♦  ■aril  in  a  year  

"We  can't  go  on  like  this,"  he  e\c-Iaimed,  starling 
up;  and  Lucy,  on  the  other  side  of  the  closed  door, 
desolate  and  frigntened,  was  saying  the  same  words: 
"We  can't  go  on  like  this."  Rut  neither  foresaw 
IIk'  alternative. 

I.air  that  afternoon  Dana  carried  his  manuscript 
l(*  the  e\pre>s  office. 

"Well,  there  is  a  thousand  dollars  conn'ng  to  me, 
anyway."  he  told  himself.  lie  was  not  flushed  or 
elated:  il  was  a  calm  statement  of  fad.  "There 
i>n't  a  nutn  in  America  who  can  heat  that.  One 
Ihousand  dollars  —  all  mine."  It  was  a  reviviu" 
thought. 

The  next  day  he  would  have  sot  to  work  on  a  new 
theme  if  Lucy  liad  not  ohjecled. 

""\ou   are   tired   to  death."  she  declared.   trvin<^ 
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\n  scold  hini  hcjirtily.  ai'U'r  (lie  manner  of  happy 
aiid  confuK'nt  \vi\-(v>.  "If  i>  all  ii()ii>cii>c,  to  >la\f 
X).  I  am  j,'oiii^'  li»  have  Ihc  inu^ie  room  lockt'(l  up 
until  lU'xl  week.  ' 

If  lie  would  only  iiavt-  ol)jcc(cd  aloud,  -coldcd 
liack.  called  her  names.  >lie  coidd  liaNc  lo^-l  \\iy 
point  witli  ;>.  ^hul  liearl.  IIi>.  "Well  — all  lii^lil." 
was  a  discoura^'in^'  victory. 

"What  should  you  like  to  do?"  >he  a-ked.  ri>in^ 
from  the  l)reakfa>f  lahle  for  a  look  at  the  cold,  ^'ra>-. 
>till  morniiif,'.  "Shall  we  go  out  to  ihi'  Country 
Cluh  and  skate.^"' 

"Have  you  joine(l?"' 

"  Xo,  dear,  not  yet.  Rut  I  iiele  Mortimer  doe■^I^t 
mind  putting  us  up.  He  saiil  to  a->k  him  wlieiiever 
we  wanted." 

"I  think  we  ought  to  join  hefcjre  we  go  again, 
!>uey."' 

"But  the  skating  will  so  ^oon  Ue  over:"  >lie 
looked  unhappy.  "I  never  have  gone  there  for 
anything  else.  And  if  next  year  we  have  a  warm 
winter  

"True."  he  assented  drvlv,  and  turned  to  tlie  mail 
that  had  just  i)een  l)rought  in.  Pr<'>ently  an  "O 
Lucy!"  in  a  very  <litl"erent  tone  brought  her  hack 
to  him.  He  was  rcvuling  a  marked  newspaper  witii 
>fartled.  grievecl  eyes.  "Poor  oM  Sam  Hymier.  " 
lie  exc'lumied.      "He  hu>  I'one  —  and  all  hl^  !'.!\(  Iv 
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isiH    uilli   liiin.     AIi.    Tin   ^f)^ry.     FIc  \v;i>   tli.-  bc^l 

ni>  spirit    \v;i>  unlocked  liy  tlic  toiicli  of  xorow  : 

lie    \v;i?it((|     Id     l.ilk    ;il)(.iil     ln\    IkkIkxi.I    ;mt|    S;iiii 

IJyruiii's  pl.icc  ill  il.niid  llic  rii>li    of  loiulicd  rciiii- 

lii-ci'iH'c  ;i\V(.kc  ;i     iiiiylily    lloiiic>icklic>>.       He  dwelt 

\«;irniiii^ly  on  lii^  open,  -[luny  land,  on  (lie  Wflcoinc 

and  ^a\cly  ol"  life  llicrc.  on   iiiar\clloii>  day>;  spent 

nndrr  redwoods  or  \>y  llie  x-a  op  on  the  ;r;,,i,,i  moun- 

•'■""        nc\-er   dreaniiiiii-   Iiow   he    was   woun(h'n<,'  liis 

silent   listener.      l-:\try  ^lowini,'  word  pnt    the  knife 

in    deeper:    a    caiied    crealnre.    .yiveii    sj)eeeh.    would 

lia\c  poured  out   jiist   >iieh  a   tale  of  his  jjasl.      For 

ii  newly  married  man  to  helray  so  poii,qianl  a  hoine- 

.sickness   was   to   i)elra\    the   jiopeles>   failure  of  his 

marrla<,n'.      \.\wy   sat    with    her   face   resfin<;  on   her 

hands,  cold  with  a  dealiily  chill  from  head  to  foot. 

"Atid  there's  niy  adopted  son,"  Dana  went  on. 
"Luis  \alde/  \<)u  reinemhcr  ahout  him,  Lucy.^ 
I  must  ^ive  him  e\cry  human  cjiance.  That  is  all 
I  can  do  for  Sam  Bynner." 

"^ou  didn't  see  him?"  >he  mana,<,'e(l  to  say,  as 
he  seemed  to  exjx'ct  an  answer. 

"\o.  We  must  <.'•()  out  there  and  look  him  up. 
I  have  an  idea  that  iiis  jx'ople  are  pr<>tty  worthless, 
l.iil  I  shouldn't  want  to  take  him  away  from  ihom 
without  Ix'in,:,'  ver\-  sure." 

She  looked  uj).  startled.     "Take  him  awav?" 
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Yes,  dear.      I  wjiiit  lo  tr.icli  him  tii\>rlf;  or  oxer 
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.1    I    \v..iil.l.      Will 


^(•r  Ills  work,  iiii\\\;iy.      I    [)r()iiii-<c(|    1    would 
you  j,'()  out  tlirrr  uilli  iih-)''" 

"Wf  iiii^ht  .^o  iic\l  .luhiiun;"'  ^lic  spoke  unwill- 
ingly, M'crctly  >\\('i)l  Ity  a  liol  halrfd  of  llic  |ilacc 
that  was  so  dear  to  liiiii. 

"IJul  I  can't  m\:,H(ct  llu-  lilllecliap  for  x)  loiiu. 
Iai(\-.'* 

SIk-  was  l)ri'akin<:  ojx"'  luT  own  Icllrrs.  "('an't 
you  uct  soiiK'  tcacii'T  tlicrt'  to  look  liini  np  and 
;,'i\c  liini  losoiis?" 

"That  i>irt  niy  idea  of  iulfillin^' a  Irusf." 

"But  there  niu>t  he  very  ^'ood  teaeher>  in  San 
Francisco.  (Do  you  want  lo  ;^'o  to  a  dance  at  i  he 
Iloldcns"?)  It  would  he  ahsurd  and  (jnixotic  to 
ni>h  ri^dil  hack  a/^'ain:  we  ini/^hl  helter  .spend  all 
that  money  on  the  hoy  hiinseir.      If  he  i>  worth  it." 

They  were  dangerously  near  to  open  lio.stility. 
Lucy  read  lier  letters  with  an  irritating  air  of  interot, 
and  Dana,  not  guessing  how  he  had  stabbed  her, 
felt  lier  aloofness  with  a  resentnu-nt  that  {)ulsed  for 
\ioIent  expression.  lie  curled  his  hands  tightly 
into  his  pockets  and  forced  himself  to  a  reasonable 
lo.ie. 

"How  about  our  big  scheme  for  lie!i)ing  genius 
!o  get  heard  and  recognized?"  he  be<^r;,ii.  **lL 
seems  to  me  thai  tlii>  i.>  right  in  llie  line  of  it  -  for 
I   have   perfect    faith    in    Sam    Uxiiner's   judtrmeiit. 
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Voti  rcmcriilicr  ;ill  (ho  j>lans  uc  luudv?  I  have  ik'v.t 
Ix'cn  alilc  to  ^'cl  yoii  to  (alk  ahoiit  it  sinn-  wr  caiiic 
liack.      Have  you  lo>t  failli  in  i(?" 

Tlif  hard  v(\<:v  iti  iii>  xoicc  ioiimmI  llu"  pride  which, 
Ihoii-ih  mMoiu  \i^il.|(^  was  ;,  part  of  her  iiihcrilaiicc. 
Ilrr  ^daiicc  xcuud  almost  (o  (|iic>tioii  his  riffht  to 
«|ii<s(  ion  hrr. 

'1  think  that  \,.is  all  rather  a  wild  drcain."  she 
said  eoollv.  ""It  is  alinosi  inipossil.K.  |,,  I,,.],,  p,.,)p|,. 
wilhoiil    (join-,'   mure  harm    than   good.     E.specially 

arlisjs."' 

'■\Miy  do  yon  think  that?" 

"Look  at  last  summer.  That  was  an  hone.sl 
.iMempI  to  help.  I  was  really  intiTested  an.j 
enthusiastic.  I  ^mvc  Candace  all  tiie  money  she 
wanted,  and  I  went  there  with  an  open  mind.  IJnt 
it  was  just  as  Mr.  Jacks  said:  something  for  nothing 
is  ruinous  to  anybody.  Vou  were  the  only  one  who 
didn't  seem  to  me  definitely  hurt  l.y  it." 

"That  is  a  short-siglite.l  view.  Lucy.  There 
are  do/^-us  of  known  cases  when  the  right  sort  of 
li«Ip  has  kei)t  genius  from  going  under.  Take 
Wagner 

"I  have  to  believe  what  I  have  seen,"  she  inter- 
rupted. "I  shall  suggest  to  Candy  lliat  she  use 
the  cottages  as  part  of  her  .school  next  summer." 
The  plan  was  formed  that  instant,  under  the  hitter 
need  lo  wound.     "She  can  pay  me  a  small  rent   if 
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-lie  i^  prospcriii;!,  I  know  >lir  would  ratli-i" 
Lucy  f,'alli<Tc(l  up  li.r  |c||(Tn  an. I  ro-.-.  "  [  tliink 
I  won't  ^'i»  out  Ilu'>  luornui^'.  I  lia\c  .som,-  coiii- 
uiiltrc  l)U>iiu-s.s  to  M'c  to."  Slif  <ro>>ti|  lIi.-  room 
uilli  a  j^'cntlc  dimu'ty  that  x-fiufd  |o  pul  uulc- 
liilwtcn  lllciil.       Al   the  «|oor  lu"-.  \oi(r  slopped   Iki-. 

"Lucy  is  I  here  any  reason  I  slmuld  not  ^'o  l(t 
(  aliTornia  luyscif  now  aiul  attend  to  this?" 

Nad  lir  proi)oscd  to  <:o  I)ack  to  an  old  lo\c,  \u- 
could  not  lia\c  sjiuck  more  >liarply.  Tliere  was 
a  nioiuent'.s  sij.iice.  then.  "'S'ou  are  free  lo  do  as 
you  please."  she  said  with  a  faint  >lirug.  and  pass.d 
out. 

'I'lie  masculine  refuf,^-  of  out  of  doors  drew  Dana 
as  imperativ('v  as  her  own  room  called  to  Lucy. 
Half  that  f,,  moriu'u^'  he  tramped,  hut  he  eon!d 
i;ot  walk  aw..y  from  his  liilterue».  TJiou^h  his 
an<,'er  cooled,  it  was  >till  a  ri/^htcous  an<,'cr;  what  h'- 
ha. I  cncounlcr(>(l  was  iiica'  and  ugly,  and  he  did 
rii^dit  to  cry  shame  on  if. 

"Something  has  got  to  happen,"  he  said  harslily 
as  he  came  hack  to  his  wife's  house;  hut  he  had  made 
no  conscious  plan.  IIal.it  took  him  to  the  music 
room.  and.  finding  it  dim  and  chilly,  he  put  a  match 
to  the  fire  and  drew  a  chair  close  to  the  Maze. 

Lucy  came  slowly  down  from  tlie  rooni  ahov*- 
and  paused  in  the  doorway,  a  coloiuless.  exhausteil 
I)rt  seuci-  that  was  to  hauril  him  l;.fi.r    }fi<.i..r).    .»   th.. 
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lime  lie  s;i\v  only  ln\  ^'ricviiiur.      Ilcr  f()i»li«>a(l  drt-w 
lo  ;i  f;iiiil  frown  ;i>  slir  iioticrd  (he  crackling  lo;,'s. 

"'Ilirn-  is  a  fire  ^'oiti;,'  to  \va>lr  i-i  ilic  moniinf,' 
roorii.""  "Uv  said  wearily.  "Wliy  didn't  you  >it 
fliriT.  Dana,  sincr  yon  arc  not  workiti^'?" 

Tlic  (pnstion  ua^  lar^'rly  anfoinatir,  and  came 
from  a  painful  >cnsc  lli.it  >lic  must  act  as  u>ual.  I)ul 
it  was  jusi  the  tiny  touch  for  which  thc^rcat  disaster 
hiuiLT  wail  in-,'.  Mvcry  |)rotcst  that  Dana  had  ever 
crushed  down  rose  up  now  to  cry  judf,'meid  on  lier. 
lie  stood  up  and  spoke  witji  a  deadly  (|uietness. 

"I  e.in't  sl.ind  this  any  longer.  It  is  too  JuMeous. 
My  wife  has  ^^ot  t(<  live  with  me  in  my  house. 
A  man  can't  he  sul)jected  lo  —  I  am  ^'oin^'  hack  to 
New  ^ork.  As  .soon  as  I  can,  I  will  have  a  lioine 
there  for  you.  You  may  come  to  it  or  not.  as  you 
please.  T  <!on*t  care  what  you  do  with  your  own 
tnoney,  hut.  if  you  live  with  me  at  all,  you  shall  live 
in  my  way." 

SJH'  had  put  i!  funiMin^'  hand  on  the  hack  of  a 
chair,  hut  her  wide  eyes  did  not  falter  from  the  dark 
blaze  in  liis,  and,  fhou^di  she  had  <,'rown  painfully 
white,  the  line  of  her  nioidh  stayed  firm.  "Why, 
Dana?"  The  (jiiestion  had  no  sound,  hut  he  saw- 
it.  and  answered  with  words  that  had  long  heen 
f/atherin;;. 

"Because  you  are  a  miser.  Vou  are  a  beautiful 
and  lovely  w<»n)an  with  ;:  sfreak  of  the  meanest  sin 
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oi;  earth  running'  ri^'ht  llirnii^h  the  cmtrc  of  you 
\()ii  love  money,  ^'ou  lio;iril  it.  l-ook  ulial  your 
iueouie  i\  aiul  uli;il  you  >|kii(|.  If  xoii  >ave»l  it 
lor  a  purpose  -  any  purpo>e  I  >lioul<lii't  care. 
Hut  you  >a\e  it  for  it>  own  >akf.  ^ Ou  li.ite  to  j^ive. 
^(>u  can  do  it  with  ^'la«liie»  ulieu  your  iinaj.,'irialiou 
is  really  waked  up,  l»ut  it  never  >lay>  awake  for  the 
next  cax'.  Vou  forget.  I  have  heard  you  l»ar|,'ain 
with  a  charwoman.  I've  x en  you  jultilant  over  a 
doMar  saved  —  for  what?  In  (mxI'.n  name,  for  what  .^ 
\<)U  have  warned  and  reprove(|  me  until  I  hate  tin- 
sight  and  sound  of  your  money,  I  can't  li\e  on  it 
another  da\\  This  is  death  to  me,  loo,  Init  it  IkuI 
to  come.     Tm  going  now," 

He  wait<'<l  for  her  to  speak,  hut  ^\ir  stood  as 
though  turned  to  ice  until  he  ha<l  gone.  When  In- 
had  packed  trunk  an<l  hag  anil  ■>ummontd  ;i  call,  hr 
came  hack  to  the  open  door.  She  >at  where  he  had 
.sal  by  tlie  fire,  very  >till,  her  face  turned  from  him, 
hut  lier  head  erect. 

"Ciood-hye,  Lucy."  His  voice  was  straine(l  and 
hard  and  hv  waited  there  for  >ome  re>ponsc.  hut  -\i>' 
did  not  move  or  speak.  With  a  .>hrug  for  hir,  hel[)- 
les.snes.s,  he  lurnetl  away. 
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Dana  l«l't  I  Ik-  Ikhix'  a>  lir  miyht  have  Irfl  a 
l)attl('ficM.  'riicrc  was  a  -etisc  of  past  hurrur.  a  dull 
relief  al  liis  e>ea|)e.  and  a  weariness  of  body  and 
soul  that  wiped  out  a.ll  dr>ii-es  and  regrets.  lie  was 
not  unhappy  until  an  ae(|uainlanee  joined  him  on 
the  train:  then  the  ea>ual  eompaiiiondiii)  awakened 
an  ohsenre  ani,Mu'-ii.  Hi-,  nerve>  .>eerell\-  >ereaine(l 
at  every  deinan<l  for  re-i>i)n>e:  his  repulsion  from 
speech  was  like  tin-  sick  body's  rcpul-ion  from  f^ood. 
The  man  >nu  otl'  at  I'rovidenee.  and  ai;ain  the  dull 
sensi-  of  peace  and  relief  took  possesion.  He 
neither  (|Uestioned  his  ad  nor  made  plans  for  the 
future.  'riiin<;s  had  happened  of  themselves,  and 
wonhl  continue  to  hapixii.  He  arrived  in  New 
^  ork  ton  late  to  lake  any  acti\-e  measures,  and 
went  to  a  small  hotel  \\)V  (he  nii;h!.  It  was  not  a 
while  night:  he  slept.  <jid  not  coiiH-iously  suH'er;  and 
yel  the  sii^ht  or  nam<'  of  thai  hold,  for  years  after- 
ward, came  like  a  sudden  iilottinu  out  of  the  sun. 

TluTe  was  a  lillle  money  due  him  at  his  music 
puMishers.  Thirty-one  dollars  sei  med  an  ample 
eorncrslone   lor   fortune  as   Dana   ^i^■ned    for  it    the 
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next  morning'  and  wont  on  up.>fairs  to  tli(>  rditorial 
<»flic-c.s.  A  (lusty  Iitll(>  fatherly  man.  jx-crin;,' 
over  his  s|Hctaclc.s,  hdd  out  a  .stuhhy  jiaiid 
to  him,  smilini,'  from  the  (lc{)ths  of  a  square  hrown 
heard. 

"Well,  Malone,  how's  genius.^"  lie  asked.  It  was 
I  heir  customary  o|)enin,t<-,  and  Dana  smiled  in  answer, 
layini,'  down  a  package  on  the  desk. 

'"I  have  brought  you  .<ome  Irish  songs.  Mr.  Diek- 
M)n."'  he  explained.  "And  I  want  you  to  buy  them 
outright.      Let  me  play  them  to  you."' 

"Are  they  any  good.^-"  Thai  also  was  a  cu.s- 
t<jmary  joke  between  them. 

"  Vou  listen  and  see." 

A  piano  stood  in  the  room,  and.  as  Dana  played, 
silence  fell  on  the  adjoim'ng  ofTices.  "Mary  Alone" 
brought  a  grou|)  outside  the  open  door.  :\Ir.  Dick- 
son sat  with  a  hand  on  either  knee,  \us  bu>hy  head 
tipped  back  for  closer  attention,  his  eyes  nearlv  hid- 
den under  dropped  lids.  When  the  songs  had  all 
been  played  and  the  audience  had  melted  awav, 
lie  took  tin-  manuscrii)t  and  inattenti\-ely  turned 
the  [)ages.      Suddeidy  he  spoke. 

"Malone,  you're  a  fool  to  sell  these  outright. 
Uc  can't  give  you  more  than  —  oh,  seventy,  eighty 
dollars  for  all  six  of  them.  We  never  do.  And  if 
they're  as  good  as  they  seem  to  me  they  may  go  on 
selling  all  your  ]\U\     We  will  publish  them,  of  course; 
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litil  you  .sliouldu'L  Id  llu-m  gel  oul  of  your  own 
li;r  lis.'" 

"I  lijivc  lo  have  the  nioncv,"  said  Dana. 

*'\Vliy,  l)ul  I  liiou^lil "  Mr.  Dickson  checked 

liinisclf,  i)uzzled  and  uncertain.  Dana  felt  his 
<|U<'slioning  lo(jk,  l)ut  made  no  efl'ort  at  ex[)hination. 
The  meanin/jfful  paux-  (h"d  not  even  embarrass  him, 
for,  with  the  inner  truth  so  dreadful,  outer  scrutiny 
and  wonder  >eemed  then  of  small  consecjuence. 
He  reeo^Mu'zed  the  awkwardness  .villi  a  silent,  tired, 
"I  can't  holher  about  that!"  an  '  waited  apatheti- 
cally for  the  moment  to  j)a>s. 

"Of  course,  actin,t;-  for  the  firm,  I  ought  to  jump 
at  them,"  Mr.  I)ick>on  concluded. 

"Give  me  eighty  dollars  and  lend  me  a  piano," 
said  Dana,  ri>ing.  "I  >hall  he  jjerfeclly  satisfied. 
Tint  I  nni>t  have  the  money  to-day." 

"I  shall  have  lo  talk  it  over  witli  thi-  ("iiief.  hut 

I  don't  think  then-  wiil  \k'  any Vou  are  in 

New  York  now.^" 

"Yes;  and  I  want  work,  a  lot  o*'  it.     Any  kind." 

"^ou  do?"  Thert'  wa>,  a  promising  inflection 
ill  Mr.  Dickson's  \H)ici'  that  brought  their  i\ves 
together.  "Well,  ihcre  may  be  .-iomething.  ("ome 
back  this  afternoon."  lie  temporized.  "I  will  do 
what  I  can  aboul  I  he  check."  His  handshake 
exj^ressi'il  trust  and  >ymj)athy,  but  there  was  no 
respousi'  in  Dana's  sombre  fact-. 
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*'A.^  soon  as  I  can,  1  will  lia\c  a  home  tlicrc  for 
you;"  his  own   words.   flnn<r  out   in  an^'cr,  licfanie 
a  simple  giuMin^'  law  to  Dana,  now  thai  he  was  cold 
;ind  passive  and  a  thousand  years  old.     "My  wile 
lias  got  to  live  with  me,  in  my  lujuse."     His  course 
had  been  hiid  down,  and  he  bent  iu'mself  doggedly 
to  following  it.     He  knew  the  city  well,  an.i  knew 
where   to   look   for   his    rn>t    liome.     The    pleasant 
apartments  made  of  old,  remodelled    h()u>es  would 
all  he  taken  at  this  time  of  year:  his  hot   hope  lay 
in  some  new  building  th  it  had  been  fini>hed  loo  late 
i'or  the  auhnnn  renting.     By  noon  he  had  found  a 
bright  little  hole  in  the  air.  high  up,  .>tn>aming  with 
soutli  sun  and  still  smelling  faintly  of  fre>h  planter, 
which  he  nn"glit  have  at  a  moderate  rental  for  the 
balance  of  the  year.     After  October,  the  rent  would 
l)e  higher;  but  October  was  a  long  way  olf.     Tiicre 
was    one    large    room    with    three  liny    appendages, 
labelled  bedroom,  l)ath  and  kitchen,    uid   the  lines 
were  pleasant  to  tlu-  eye.  llie  windows  well  grouj)ed. 
He  intrepidly  paid  down  thirty  dollars  to  bind  tlie 
bargain,  and  lunched  off  a>  much  of  the  remaining 
dollar  as  his  carfares  Jiad  left  him. 

Mr.  Dickson  had  a  check  for  eighty  dollars 
weighted  down  on  his  (k'sk  when  Dana  came  in. 

"We've  got  a  piano  for  you,"' he  sai<l,  but  nuide 
;:o  motion  to  ri>e  and  >ho\v  it.  Hi.>  meditative 
.silence  finally  ended    in    an    abrupt,    "Schnudt    i.s 
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leaving  us.     IIov;  sliouhJ  you  like  lo  couie  iu  here 
in  his  place?" 

Dana  was  ^ta^lIt•<L  more  reluclaiil  ihaii  pK-ascd. 
Ki^ht  lii)ur>  a  day  over  the  iiianu>cript  iini>ic  of 
others  \va>  not  an  appcaliim  pro-j^'cl.  and  tlif 
jiniilalii»n>  ol'  I  wcnty-fixc  dollar^  a  week.  (lie  >alar\ 
ollVrcd,  were  well  known  to  him. 

■'I  snppox'  il  i>  IIh-  ln'>l  Mtlnlion.""  he  adniitled, 
when  they  had  lalkc*!  il  over.  "  I'm  no  ti.d  f^^rati'ful 
to  you,  -Mr.  Dickson."  in-  added  on  a  note  of  apolojiy. 

"Oh,  thai  >  all  li-lil.  We  are  lucky  lo  ^'el  you."' 
was  llu"  kindly  an>\\tr. 

Dana  left   the  (  holh   troubled   ami   relii'Ved. 

He  ha<I  >oI<l  all  of  ..^  daylight  for  what,  with  ^ood 
fortune,  he  nii.uht  ha\-e  earned  with  half  of  it;  yet 
he  was  .spared  the  immediate  nect'>>ity  of  waitini,' 
ou  fortune.  The  an^ry  pride  that  had  sent  iiim  oil' 
with  only  a  ni^nhl's  expenses  in  his  pocket  nu'fiht  have 
iia<l  humiliatin.y  eon>e(|uences.  Out  of  his  ei<ihty 
tlollarshe  bought  a  col  and  Iieddiuj^',  a  table,  a  coui)Ie 
of  chairs  and  afewkilehen  u;en>ils,  and  hy  persuasive- 
ness succeeded  in  Lidtinu  them  delivered  at  once. 
That  niiiht  he  sal  (K)wn  in  his  new  home  and  wrote 
two  letter^.  He  wa>  henl  over  the  {ir.>l  half  tlu'  t'Ve- 
niii.i:.  yet,  wlien  it  wa>  written,  it  was  only  three  lines: 

Dkau  Li  (  \  :    rira>f  >t.u.i  K-tttrs  liorr.     I  have  taken  a  smal) 
aiuntiacnt  ami  iiopc  >in>n  to  liavc  it  ready  fur  you. 

^'<)ur^  alwavs,  Dana. 
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The  second,  though  longer,  took  only  a  few 
moments: 

Deai;   Lns  Valdkz :     My  friend  Mr.  P.yiiutT  toM  me  alxxit 

von.  ;in<l  I  i)r(inii>('(l  liiiii  tliiit  I  w.mlil  try  In  lielp  ymi  to  hcconu- 

a  inn.^iiiiUi.    Mr.  Uyniicr  wa.>  u>  (,'oo.l  to  ine  when  I  was  a  lioy  a.s 

tie  lias  Iteen  to  yon.  ami  I  owe  iiini  sncli  a  <lel)t  of  ;^ratitnile  tliat 

1  want  t<i  pay  it  to  you       .In>t  now  I  have  no  money  ami  <  ant 

do  anxthinii.  tmt  I  want  you  to  keep  up  your  eoura^je,  work  at 

voiir  nuiM<'  all  you  ean.  ami  rememlMT  tliat  I  shall  help  yon  the 

fir.^t  pos.>ii)le  moment.     I  lielieve  in  \X)U  because  Mr.  Bynner  did, 

and  1  mean  to  he  your  friend. 

D\NA   Malonk. 

Then  h(-  went  to  hed  on  his  h;inl  Utile  cot,  spread- 
ing his  overeoat  fo"  extra  warmth,  and  telling  hini- 
>elf  .stirpri-^edly  th;it  he  was  not  es])ecially  unhai)py. 

"  I  doiit  >(  .in  to  ha\<'  any  heart,"  he  conclndeil. 

The  few  d.iys  before  lu>  went  to  work  Dana  spriit  in 
elo.se  imitation  of  the  man  who  .sold  his  .straw  and 
lay  on  gras.-  to  huy  his  wife  a  looking-glass.  Heart 
and  mind  .stayed  shut  against  Lncy,  but  every  cent 
he  had  or  could  raise  went  toward  getting  the  litth* 
place  ready  for  her.  His  habit  of  prowling  alumt 
()(  (1  corners  of  the  city  had  made  him  friends  among 
antique  dealers  of  all  classes,  and  they  welcomed 
him  back,  genially  bargaining  with  thenisclvc-s 
when  he  had  told  tin  in  what  he  wanted,  and  freely 
giving  him  credit.  .\  dignified  chest  of  (lraw<-rs, 
a  curious  oM  mirror,  a  grandfatherly  rocking-chair, 
and  a  table  with  un  oval  top  were  found  for  the 
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little  bcilrooni,  and  tlicii  D;in;i  .iddcd  a  whiU-  bed, 
and  j)ii!  all  his  rciuaiiiin;:,'  iiKJUcy  iiilo  I  lie  wliiU'-t, 
.sol'lol  I)lankct>  lliat  tln'  oily  tillVrcd.  Xol  liin;,'  los 
fine  would  !>(>  ^'()(jd  rimn^li  Tor  I.iicy.  IIi>  own 
l)i<'I)('iati  col  .-laycd  in  llic  main  room  with  a  piece  of 
burlap  I'or  a  co\-er,  and  lie  |)repared  nio^l  ol'  iiis 
ineaN,  «li(H)siti:^-  what  wa>-  clieape>l  an<l  ea^ie-l  and 
swallow  itii4'  il  will)  blank  indiU'efenee.  The  bed- 
room was  at  lea>l  haliilable  by  Saturday  in'i^hl.  bu! 
tli<'  bi;^-  room  remained  >tark  and  riih'eulou>.  with  it> 
ornate  piano  and  practi(all\-  iiothiii:^  ebe. 

"How  do  poor  people  do  \['f  How  do  they  e\er 
ji'et  wjiole  hou>e>  t'urni-hed?"  he  woiidereiK  >itlin^' 
on  the  edi;*'  of  hi>  cot.  tired  and  di-conra^ed.  Ili^ 
ne<'(|  ani^'ered  and  humiliateil  him.  Brooding  in 
the  ^rowin^'  darkness.  Dana  >udden!y  under-lood 
wli\-  men  commit  ci-inu'--  for  money.  Ibil  there  wa^ 
no  crime  to  hi>  hand-  onl.\  a  drear\'  possibility 
(if  mu>ic  j)Upils.  Se\-eral  of  his  old  ,>{u<ieiil>  Iiad 
shown  a  boyisji  de\otion  to  their  teacher,  and 
mi^hl  be  willini,'  to  come  back  to  iiim.  e\en  at  liie 
Cost  of  evenin;^'  Icsscjus.  'I'hey  had  known  nothing 
t)f  his  marriage,  and  would  not  (juestion  his  return; 
and  any  course  would  be  belter  than  sittim;-  there, 
facing  (ij.,'nres.  He  s^  I  out  at  once  to  hunt  up  the 
mosj  probable.  That  llnM-e  nu^ht  be  an  element  of 
ab,surdit\-  in  working'  himself  to  death  to  support  an 
heir  to  the  C'uyler  niillioiis  did  not  once  occur  to  him. 
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The  (•Icvattir>  wwc  ;il  lln'  front  of  IIk'  Imildiii;,', 
\\Iii(li  faced  llir  iiorl  li.  ;ui<l  \  un  j;i\i'ii  oxer  lo  >tuili<) 
a])artiiit'iit.>.  TiiiaiiK  were  iiii)\iiiL,'  in  on  i'\rvy 
floor,  anil,  as  Dana  waid-d  l»y  the  >liafl,  a  new  card 
on  llic  door  ncarc>t  canirlit  lii^  attention,  lie  read 
it  at  lir>t  iin-"ein^ly,  then  with  a  (juick  .shrinkin.L'; 
ha.k. 

■■  laidlani  I"  he  nnittered. 

lie  had  thonuhl  of  a  meeting'  with  an  old  friend 
a-,  the  (U^a^ter  nio>t  to  l)e  dreaihd.  I)nt  t!li^  (H>co\cry 
of  Lndhini  within  a  few  -ti  1)n  of  hi>  doctr,  laidlani 
the  ho^tih'.  the  p»--ii)  h)vin^-.  was  overwlic  hnini^ly 
wor-<e.  Eh'Ven  fli^lit>  of  >tair>  hiy  Ix'lween  him  and 
the  >treet,  ))nl  Dana  walked  down  iheni  all  ratiier 
than  ri-^k  a  nieetin<,'. 

E\idenlly  hi>  nei.ulihonr  kept  different  liour>. 
Dana  came  and  went  wiiliont  an  eiiconnler  mil  II. 
al)>orl)ed  in  hi>  new  work,  he  almo-l  forgot  the 
danj,'er.  He  liked  hi-  i)n>y  ollice,  tin-  ron<;h  and 
ready  world  of  ini^n.  hi-  plain  fare  and  hald  (  larter-; 
soft  ct)ndition>  had  oecome  a>>ocialed  in  hi-<  mind 
with  inner  mi.-ery.  lie  wa>  not  ha[>j)v,  hnt  relief 
at  having-  a»erted  hi>  ri;:htfiil  >elf,  taken  manful 
action,  wa^  still  hi^  forem()>t  feehnii'.  ami  he  ga\(' 
himself  no  time  to  realize  what  lay  in  the  hack- 
ground.  Two  pupiN  had  come  hack  to  him  and  a 
third  wa>  i)romi-e(l;  and  Adrian  Cuyltr  him>elf 
never  heai)ed  up  hi-  thou-and>  more  je  dou-ly  than 


^,MjS 


EVER  AFTER 


D.iiiii  .scraped  to^'dlu-r  lii>  -canty  dollars.  He  had 
Ix'tii  working,'  for  "-cvcral  week-  Ix'forc  lir  iiidnl^rtd 
ilia  lop  ^'allt  ry  >cal  at  a  concert. 

'rii(>  iiiiisic  left  liiiii  >tirrcd  and  excited.  The 
creator  in  liim,  held  down  i)_\-  care  and  rontinc,  li.ni 
.suddenly  broken  Ioo>c,  (illinir  liini  with  new  splen- 
dours of  souiul.  All  theci-ealioii  of  the  \tar>  to  come 
.seemed  to  rise  up  before  him,  hardy  \eiled  from  hi- 
.senses,  throw  ini:  out  f.iint  echoes  an<l  revcrlteratioiis, 
like  a  flutler  of  l)i'ckoninir  while  hands.  IK'  followed 
them  about  the  d.irk  streets  till  the  fever  of  exalta- 
tion died  down,  and  a  pro-aie  foict Iiou;^ht  for  llie 
iiiornitin's  work  luriu'd  him  toward  honu'.  Refore 
the  ,uIor\-  should  be  wholly  ^one.  he  >liii)|)ed  luider 
a  stri'ct  lamp  and  set  down  musical  notes  as  obliv- 
iously as  if  he  were  in  his  own  rooms. 

The  curtain  of  sound  that  shut  him  in  could  not 
shut  out  Ihe  world.  I'rcsentlx'  a  sur|)rised,  "Cpon 
my  word  I"  threw  it  aside.  Dana,  startled,  shrinking' 
as  thou.uh  his  <,rarments  jiad  been  clutched  away, 
found  himself  face  to  face  with  I.udlam.  It  was 
a  f.ilier.  nu>n'  pros])ei-ous  lookin-:  Liullam,  but  his 
pointed  blond  beard  still  failed  to  hide  the  smallnes.s 
of  his  mouth,  and  his  coat  filled  at  the  waist,  and 
J)ana  hated  him  with  a  hatred  that  felt  murderous. 

"So  --eiiius  still  burns?""  Lmdam  had  {)ut  out  li'i^ 
han<!,  and  Daiui  had  to  take  it.  "What  is  it  — 
an  Arcli;dil  Sonata.^" 
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"Oh,  —  how  are  you.  LiKHaiti?"  Dana  had  unsniil- 
iii^'ly  i)ul  away  hi-^  iiotohook.  To  Lmllani  his 
inirt'>i)()ii>ivciu'>-^  CDiild  iiuaii  only  the  natural  and 
propiT  hauli'ur  ol'  ihr  rich,  and  gave  him  a  niarkod 
incri'a.M"  in  value. 

"It  I-.  <:ood  to  >ee  you  a^'aiii."  lie  studied  Dana 
with  tiileil  head  and  dro|)|)e(|  lid^,  a>  ihouirh  he 
Were  a  work  of  art,  tii<-n  glanced  down  coinplaeently 
at  his  own  opulent  etlett.  "Tilings  ha\e  changed 
a  hit  since  we  were  castawavs  together  on  a  dex-rt 
larni,"  he  adnu'ttiMl.  with  a  .small,  aniu.sed  >mile 
i'or  the  x'crel  of  Ihcir  Kicanly  past.  ''How  is  Mr;s. 
MaloiK  ■!"" 

*"\\'eli.  thank  you."  Dana's  .sliortnoss  .seemed 
to  mark  him  a  hiilionaire  at  the  least,  and  Ludlam's 
appn^val  incn-ascd. 

"It  has  heen  an  interesting  winter,"  lie  .said 
confidentially.  "I  am  coming  into  ni\  t)wn,  as  I 
sU{)pose  you  have  heard.  I  never  doubted;  hut 
that  is  purely  a  nuitter  of  tem[)erament.  1  have 
known  excellent  men  wlio  had  no  self-confidence 
at  all.  'Ludlam  is  so  cocksure,'  'hey  used  to  .say. 
'Is  he  a  conceited  ass.  or  does  he  know  what  he  is 
about?'"  He  laughed  delicately,  taking  out  a 
cigarette  case.  "Well,  we  don't  hear  that  (jueslion 
aiiv  longer.     Will  vou  smoke?" 

"Thanks,  lu)." 

"Wise    man.     I    am    iUiokiuL'    mvself    to    death. 
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''"■y  ''H  "ic."  TI.  lit  ;i  el-;!!-!'!!!-  with  lli.^  |,„|^. 
.•illiinl,  (In,  lit  i^v^liiiT-,  lli.il  I);,,:;,  had  ;ilu;!y>  n - 
Mlilcil.     '■  I'\r  oi.l  ;|   lilll,.  pl;|(.,.  j,,^|    ,.,„,, I, i  III,.  ,.,,,.,,,,,. 

hciT,  ill  Ih,.  D.irliiHM.i-  Sliidi,,,;  il\  not  had.      Wun'l 
\ oil  (((iiii'  lip!' "' 

"I  can't  lo-niuht,  thank-."  Daiia  wa-^  l.ackiii:,' 
rT-tIr.>ly.  I, III   the  >lia\C  \,)ic.'  s|ill  ht M  llilil. 

"Ah.  to  lie  Miic:  Ihcvc  nianird  men!  I  ui-li  noii 
\V(»nId  liiiii--  Mr--.  Malunc  in  M.iiir  al'IciiMion.  I 
-liDiild  like  ln>lii.w  her  OIK-  or  I  wo  lhiiig>.  .\rc  yoii 
in  tow  n  I'or  loni;!'" 

I  he  dr>irr  to  c-capr  liad  l)(;'onic  an  Jiimnidi. 
II('(■dl(•^^  oi'  (•,,n>c(iiicn(T>.  Dana  liiir-l  llironL^ii  the 
dtlicalc  \\i\,  of  conrlc-y  thai  had  hccii  ca-l  o\cr  him. 
"I  can't  -a\.  Wr||.  I  niii^t  !,.•  oil'.  (,ood-ni,u!il." 
he  jerked  out.  ln\  liainU  Ihiii-^l  deflanll\'  into  jiis 
pockets,  and  strode  away  a>  llionuli  honnd  I'or  I  he 
olher  end  of  town.  'I'en  coolin-  lflock>  la\  I.i'lween 
hini  and  the  encounter  I.efore  he  reali/ed  the  awk- 
ward moineiil  lie  had  pnpared  for  liim-elf,  when 
he  and  Ludlani  should  meet  in  their  own  halls. 

"I'll  move.  Iheii,"  he  >aid  irrital.ly  as  he  lnrne<l 
.ind  came  slowly  l)ack.  "Xo.  hy  jinks,  I  won't;" 
with  ri>in.i,'  raLTc.  "rij  Kx.k  him  in  the  eye  and  I 
won't  v:\^■^'  a  <lamn!"  And  he  entered  the  Imildini,' 
with  a  savauv  (h -ire  that  the  encounter  mi-iit  tak<> 
place  then,  feelini,^  that  hi,>  part  in  it  would  l>e  a  re- 
liel'  in  the  unmitiM'alcd,  hateful  drearine>>  of  evl.f.ne.. 
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1'f.oI'Lf;  c.irritMl  IimmI.Ic  ;iii\-  iiiir  ■-  trDuhlc  — 
lo  ('iiiid.icf  \V,ir<'.  Not  lli.il  -li«'  iikI  it  with  ;iiiy 
iiiMrkfd  >i,::ti>  «'l'  ((niip.i-^ioii.  SIh'  wa^  l.;i|(lly 
niiMMiliiii'iitii!.  .111(1  >lir  liatl  ii;»  capaciiy  wliatrvrr 
|,.r  iiulil<'<)U>  ra.L^r:  t!ic  \vr(.ii;j;.l()rr">  >i<l''  \\a>  a> 
(•..iiii)n  h.'iisii.lc  a>  lli«-  viclim^  !<•  Imp  liimi<in.ii> 
loKraiicr.  Oiicf  Dana,  in  a  white  li.al  t.VfP  an 
;i,t  ,,t'  cruelly  l<»  a  «lt>i:,  had  tuMied  on  lier  aiul 
deniandeil  a  re-poii^ive  anuer. 

"Well.  I  kicked  a  i)arr.)l  (Uiee  niy>elt'."  die  had  ol)- 
jecled  ill  herea>y  (h-awk  '"and  I've  never  lieeti  xHTy.  " 
Ili>  wrath  had  gone  <Uiwn  in  laii-hl'C.  ami  "I 
kicked  a  parrot."  lia<l  lived  hke  a  proverl).  Hut. 
it'  .she  would  not  coiidenin.  -he  would  lake  endless 
trouhle  Tor  any  one  in  •"hard  luck";  and.  if  -lie  was 
not  >ondiearte(|  after  tiie  traditional  fa>hion.  -he 
was  at  lea-t  -vnial,  and  her  >leepy  lilti<-  hrown  e\e^ 
curled  up  at  the  corners  in  a  niellow  >nii!e.      >he  wa-, 

never  seen  to  lak<-  up  a  1 k.      In  liie  rare  nionieiits 

when  -he  was  not  occupied,  -he  lay  hack  in  a  deep 
chair,   a-   motioide—   in    iier   coiileiil    a-   a    lizard    in 

the  -tin. 
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Such  .1  tiiomciit  i,\  Siiiulay  affcr.iooti  pv.irv  was 
lirokrii  ill  on  |,y  il„.  ,|,„,rlH.||  aii.l  l|i.>  -muikI  (,|  a 
Itiistliiij,'  (III  ranee. 

*II.II<..  I'aliiier,""  >lie  said  placidly,  witlioiil  turn- 
ing,' her  head. 

I'ahiier  .Iack>  liad  no  alien!  ion  to  .sjjare  for  ;^'reef- 
m^'s.      lie  came  in  radialiii;,'  Me\v>. 

*'\Vlia[\  all  lhi>  al.onl  I  i.-  Djma  Maldiies.-"'  he 
he^'an,  drawiiii.^  a  chair  l(»  ihr  hearlli  and  .sealing' 
hiiiixir  with  head  lilted  lor  cIumt  altenlion,  jiis 
handsome,  rnddy  I'aee  all  a  ciwiceiit rated  (juolion. 
(andace  had  >lraiiililened  .ip. 

'•'rh<'  Dana  Malono?"  die  re[)eated.  "I  haven't 
heard  I'roni  I  hem  in  a^'es.'"  she  aild<'d. 

•■Then  yoii  don't  know  Ilia!  lie  {>  living'  here. 
I)\-  hiniseir?" 

•No!" 

Palmer  nodded  i.rrav(>  afhrinalion.  II(>  was  oon- 
ceriied  and  Mjrry,  bnl  Ik-  wa>  nndeniahly  enjoying 
himself.  "I  j„>t  heard  ahout  if  from  Lndlam." 
he  explained.  "It's  a  queer  husine.vs.  Malone  is 
living  in  the  same  hnildini,'.  thon^h  Lndlam  has  only 
just  found  it  out.     And  you  didn't  know  it?" 

"Not  a  word  of  it.     "bou  are  >un  ;'" 

l*almer*.s  eyehrows  and  dioidders  adnn'ttcd  the 
fallihili'y  of  ail  eviderue.  ''I  wouldn't  stake  my 
life  on  laidlam'.s  word;  hut  I  don't  see  why  he  should 
iuNcut  tlii>  {)articular  tale.     Now  if  he  ha. I  lol.l  ,,,n 
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that  ;i  Rii^^ian  i)riii(<>>  hail  -Imt  lirrxlf  oti  lii> 
arcoiinf  —  ^ad.  WDiiMii't  In-  ('iijoy  lliat?  -or  llial 
I  dealer  had  ^'i\<ii  him  (it'lccii  lh(iii>ari(I  d(»Ilar-  f(»r 
a  i)[ctiire.  I  iiiiiihl  ha\e  ,ii\'  |)ri\a(e  d<»iiltU.  IJiil 
lhi>  sounds  prt  tly  >lraiiiht." 

Caiidaee  w.i^  frov  niii;^'  ;il  hliii.  "Tell  iiie  uliat 
you  know."    >!i(   ((itiiMiauded. 

"Well.  laidlaiM  imt  him  fir^t  on  ihe  slreel,  ni^rhl 
liefctre  la>l,aiid  a>k<'d  him  to  hi>  room-;  hut  Maloiic 
wouhln'l  eoim  Weill  oil'  a-  (hou;^h  h  "•  ii|  at  tin- 
lilher  end    ol    town.        The   iie\t    muru.  '\\u 

eaiue  face  fo  lace  at  the  el<\  alor.      I.udlam  ua.  'v 

-uppox'd  that  Maloiie  was  looking  him  up.  and 
un-eted  him  a-  a  man  and  a  hrotjnr  or.  rathtr. 
as  a  mail  ari<l  a  millionaire.  ^  ou  know  laiddyl 
NVhert'Upon  Malone  .>C'o\vIed  al  him  and  .-"aid,  'I  am 
not  lookin,:,'  for  you.  I  li\c  here,  on  thi-  floor.' 
Then  he  marched  into  the  ele\ater.  and  Liidlam  was 
({)•!  -'irpri-ed  to  follow  him.  Hut  he  a-ked  a  few 
*lue>tions  -  lie  wasn't  too  >urpri«-et|  for  that  —  and 
found  out  thai  Maloiie  has  heeii  there  nearly  a 
month,  evidently  aloiie,  and  downtown  workin;^' 
e\tr.\'  day       Now  what  do  you  make  of  it?" 

(andace  nodded.  a>  al  -omelhiiii,'  -he  mi^'h!  liaNc 

known.     "Hard   luck."    -he  admilleil.     'J'lure   wa> 

under-tiMidinu  in  lur  voice,  aiul  he  f)ounced  on  it. 

"What  ha-  hni)peiu'd?  Nice  young  fellow  like 
1I...1         ...1...1  1...    1...  .1.. .,..■>•' 


•21  \- 


VMM  Ai- ri:R 


"FIc  lia-n't  (lone  iiiiyiliin::.  Tl'.s  <;('o;,n-;ii)li\ . 
I'.iliiiir.  \\>  i'.ir  ;i>  llic  i;;i.|  i\  i'roin  llic  WV^l.' 
I  (iiiirlil  t(i  li.i\c  k.|»i  ;iii  .ye  oil  ill, 'Ml.  I  knew 
tlK'vM  liiirl  !•:<(■]]  (Ulicr,  I.nt  I  (iiMn'l  MippdM-  i( 
would    (•oriic    io    llii-.      Di.t    LiKlhun    >;i\     aiivlliini'- 

llirtrc?  " 

"^^<•ll.  lie  poillli'il  oiil  lli>  own  i;Tc.it  driiciicv  in 
nol  followitiu"  ii[>  liic  iiKillcr.  'rii;it  i-,  ln'  li,i>.irt 
knocked  on  Maloiic'>  door  .ind  a^kcd  Iinii  uli\-  lie 
!<'lt  lii>  wife.  ir.-,  a  i^ical  lliinij;  to  lia\i'  lln  ^c  rclilicd 
iii>linc!>,  ( 'aiid\-." 

'"No.  il  iHi"!.  I  inh  lid  Io  kiiock  on  Dana's  door 
;ind  ask  Iiini  Ilia!  \  v  y  (|Ui-l  ion.""  Candacc  lialf 
ros<  ,  llicn  ijrt'-'rrcd  aclion  \\>v  lln-  nionunl.  "Il 
rnn-l  lia\<'  hern  prrt  !y  liad  I" 

"^on  know  sonicl  Iniii;'  you're  nol  Idling''  me," 
\\v  complained. 

"Only  llieir  I  wo  characters.  " 

Palmer  medilaled  on  the  !  wo  cjiaracler.s.  lii>  liead 
corked  like  a  wi>e  liiid's.  "She  was  a  nu'i^hty  >weet 
lit  tic  ^'irl/  he  finally  a<imilled:  "!nit  I'm  afraid  that 
niarryin,-,'  her  would  he  rather  like  li\im;'  wi'i  a 
museum  j)iccc.  Most  of  us  would  prefer  to  enjoy 
the  museum  piece  in  the  museum." 

"Oh.  Lucy  is  jninian  enon:;Ji." 

"!  m  —  perhaps.  But  you  know,  (\Mndy,  as  lon^ 
as  she  lived,  she'd  ne\  er  really  enjoy  a  \ul^Mr  jok(^!" 

Camlace    smiled    comprehendin^ly   at    tlie    indict- 
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iiiciit,  "They  (loii'l  either  of  them  know  how  to 
hiiigh  aL  llie  >a\iii^'  iiioiiienl.  And  now  thty  have 
Id  K'arn.  Well,  it's  lime,  I  suppose.  Ell  go  nximi 
there  aiitl  >ee  what  I  eaii  do." 

Pahiier'.s  eyes  twinkled  with  a  sujipressecl  <:ilir. 
*'\Vh\  liaven't  you  ever  married.  Candy''^"  he  a>kt'd. 

'"Why,  I  have,"  \\.!>  the  })laeid  an>wc-r. 

Ill-  could  oidy  .stare  aiul  .lulter.  "Vou  —  you 
—  }i<uc  -f'" 

"  \'t'>     -  onec." 

'■(iadi  (iiicc  !■>  uciierally  enough!"  He  drew 
a  hum  l>i-(  alh  and  uneon-'einu>ly  wiped  his  forehead 
\\\\\\  hi^  handkerchief.  "A\h}-  haven't  \ ou  e\"er 
told  me.'" 

Candace  frankly  pondered.  "I  don't  know; 
T  .suppose  I  had  sort  of  forgotten  about  it.  I  was 
only  seventeen,  and  it  chMnt  —  last.  lie  \\a>n*t  a 
had  sort,  either,"  >he  added  nui>ingly.  "I  don't 
see  thai  he  could  he!])  —  hut  my  family  hauled  me 
<iut  of  it.  You  see,  we  Iiad  ilopeij."  Sin-  ro>e, 
uilh  ])Ui'j)o>e  this  time.  "Ell  gtt  <^a\  my  thing>," 
•Aw  >;ud. 

\Vlieu  she  came  back,  Palm<'r  \\a>  >till  too  .•stupe- 
fied for  .speech.  lie  went  (h>\vu  to  thf  .street 
!)(>id(>  her  in  .silence,  and  put  her  on  her  ear  with 
a  dazed  handclasp. 

"I  won't  speak  of  it  to  a  soul,"  he  said,  atul  Tan- 
daee.  in   llu'  car,  laughed  to  herself,  realizing  that 
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fri(ii(l,>lii'i)  <''»"l(l   >r..ic(|y  ii;iv.-  wrung  from  him  ;i 
uiuvv  ()i»prc^>i\('  \w\v. 


I);iiia   went    llin)iiL;Ii   lii>   week  ihiy<.   well  cuoiii;!!, 

I)lll    Smi(|;iv.>    W.TC    ilKlva>illi;ly    (li(ii(li||.       II,.    eolll.l 

i-ro\v<l    til.'   moriiiti,:,^   ^vilh    work:   l)ul    llic   aflcnioon 
nlway.,  hroiiolil   aii   lioiir  wlicri   his   tired   I, rain   and 
I'ody  rcl'u.-ftl  l(t  help  him  any  h)n-cr.  ;md  d('>.pair  \va^ 
\try   closr.      IIi-   Ntill   k.pt    Lncy   >lcrnly   >lmt    ont; 
I'll!    Iluic  canif  a   Snn<la\    \\]\r\i   h<-  \v<'nt    into   her 
closed  room  and  >al  ilown  in  liicurandi'alhcrjy  rocki-r, 
huryin-  hi-  facr  in  her  l.rd.     (In-at   uh(<-!>  .seemed 
l(»    roll    slowly   over   him,    crushing   out    hope    and 
>!r.'m;ih  and  rehellion.     A  lon^in^-  to  he  \cry  little 
a  id  to  have  some  one  (ake  him  up  on  h.r  lap  filled 
111-    eyes    with    tear.-.     He    \va>,    after   all,    only    an 
Ignorant  little  boy,  very  lo>t.  and  I'ri-hleiied.     This 
niatl<T  ol' hcini^'agrown  man  was  all  a  hlnll'. 
■'  I  do  need  help,"  hv  >ai<l  desolately. 
Help  knocked  at  hi>  outer  door,  iiut   Dana,  not 
recognizing  the  signal,  muttered  imprrealious,  and 
carefully  dosed  the  little  room  hefore  he  an-wered. 
Face  to  face  with   Candacv.  he  was  once  more  (he 
grown  man.  eool  and  del'eusi\-e. 

"Hello.   Candy!"     He   -poke   with   cheerful  sur- 
prise.     "Come  in.      Clad  to  >ee  yuu." 

Candact-  wa.s  not  to  Im-  hehl  at  arm's  length.      "I 
am  not  at  all  glad  to  s.v  yon,"  -he  ret  urn. 'd.     After 
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a  qnick  jrlanco  al)oiil  tlu-  hare  room,  hrv  cyr>  came 
Iiack  to  his  face,  and  (li>f(i\crc(l  it-,  .sfcrcf  liaL'UMrd- 
m'.<>,  the  look  that  ua>  I)(»ih  tratric  and  hen  i-li  iiiKlcr 
its  siiiiHiig  defi'iicr.  Shr  laid  a  comradely  hand  on 
hi>  ann.  '"('onlchri  it  have  hc'cn  hclprd?"  >iu' 
a>krd. 

He  ni()\c(|  away  from  the  liand,  l)nt  (h'oppcd  the 
( hr<'i-rM!iic--.  '"rni  afraid  not.  Here's  a  chair. 
Or  you  can  .-it  o;i  my  hcd,  if  vow  prefer.  'r!ie\''re 
cijually  lia'- I." 

She  look  tile  couch  and  ileh"!»erately  <h-e\v  olF  her 
gK)Ves.  '"Nice  room,"  .slie  .said.  '"I  ha\"e  more 
furniture  than  1  can  use.  I'll  >eiul  you  u\cr  one 
or  two  things.     Ilav       on  a  kitchen.^" 

'■()h.  yes."  lie  shi  cd  her  the  kitchen,  hut  maile 
no  motion  to  (»pc  u  the  door  of  the  he«h-ooin.  They 
talked  at  hazard  al)'''it  iif;hl  housekeeping  and 
furniture,  then  C'andace  let  a  ."-ih  -'ce  i)reface  a  fri'-h 
attack,     Dana  did  not  v. ait  for  it. 

*'A  man  ha.s  to  earn  his  own  li\ing.  rand\ ,"  he 
.-aid  dryly.  "It"-  a  law  of  nature.  1  Iciriied  it 
faii'ly  hard,  hut     -  I  leaiMied  it." 

''Doe.s  lie  —  at  any  co-l?" 

""\e.s.  TIh'  cost  of  not  earning  it  i.-.  always 
greater.  I  liave  done  iiolhing  hurriedly,  or  tliat  1 
could  escape."  He  liirned  aw.ay  with  a  m-rvons 
jerk,  hooking  his  .'lixiw  over  the  hack  of  hi-  chair. 
"I  hope  to  have  Luc\  heiv  -onie  tlay."  he  explained. 
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C'an(l;irr  '  I  lowanl  liini,  Iut  {H)u\v.s  iV  '.^in.i; 
!nl(>  Iht  a   >iiiilc'  ol"   liuiiian    uii(Kr>laii(liiiif 

liuliliii.i,'    the   li.irdy    luown    face   hct  wccii    licr   fists. 
"Sec  here.  Diiiia;  coukln'l  you  have  laiiglu'd?" 
'Laufilu'fll" 

'U'lii  li'iii.      I  dill.     All  lliroii^li  Eiin)i)r." 

"I  don't  know  \\liat  yim  mean."  He  spoke 
exasperatedly.  l)u(  ^]le  continnril  l<>  >niile  on  lilni 
from  helween  her  fists. 

■"Well,  ril  lell  you.  IIa\(ii  I  you  vvcr  Tiotieed 
how.  wlitii  il  i-,  an  ordiiiaiil\  liol  day.  we  iiruinhle 
at  it;  l)ul  when  the  heat  lieennies  ahnoiaual.  when 
ihf  t  hern  ion  If  I  er  ^ov>  up  and  up  and  the  anihulaiiees 
are  elan^inj^f  all  day  jonu  and  people  dropping  in  ihi- 
.streets  —  a  joke  element  comes  into  i(!'  X(;ltody 
grunil)les  thru:  they  laui;h  as  Ihey  meet.  l!  i>  so 
had,  it's  funny.  There's  a  wild  >ort  oI",i;(h.m1  humour 
hred  !»>•  llie  very  extremity  of  il.  ^\)u'\•e  >een  that? 
Well,  it's  the  same  way  with  other  thing's.  For 
instance,  when  a  pei'-oii  has  eii:hl  or  nine  thou-and 
a  year  .ind  worries  about  eai-fare-,  that  may  i)e 
necessar\'  or  it  may  he  dead  mean:  hut  in  rith<T  case 
It's  ann()\in^.  But  when  a  |)crM)n  with  eighty  or 
ninety  thousand  a  year  wcri'ies  ove"  a  carfare,  it  is 
just  fmm.w  II  is  nature  lione  mad.  Il'>  a  hundre(l 
ami  two  In  the  .>hade.      ^ du've  aol  to  laULdi." 

Dana  had  listened  with  frowniui,'  iiilcntiicss. 
'*I  think  you're  talking  rot,"  he  decided. 
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*'N\),  I'm  not.  I,cl  iiic  -how  \()U.  .Iii>t  as  an 
in-laiicc,  unv  day  in  Pari-^  we  hon^lit  a  ilozi'U  [)caclirs 
on!  of  our  (•omiii()ii-c\|)cn>c>  fund,  laicy  and  I;  and 
llirii  Lucy  wa^u'l  well  and  didn't  rat  any  of  tlicni. 
I'i-c-rnlly  1  di-.co\(n'd  that  it  worried  lu-r  that 
>lii-  had  paid  lialf.  So  I  put  an  extra  franc  into  the 
fund,  and  I  >ecretly  xeHed.  For  she  couhln't  lielp 
it.  i)oor  hinilt:  it  \\a>  ju>l  (iraiidpa  ( 'uyler.  If  he 
liad  [)oked  lii>  head  up  t;\fr  his  monument,  it 
(•()u!dn"t  have  i)een  clearer —  or  funnier." 

Dana  .-hi\ered.  "\o,  I  couhhi'l  have  hiu^'hcd," 
he  muttered,  a  h)ok  of  >hamc  on  lii.>  face. 

'"Not  if  the  extra  franc  were  ui  any  carlhlx'  Usc 
t..  her!" 

*■  Not  any\va>-." 

"Well,  peihap>  not  if  >he  wen-  hke  that  all 
thruu.uh."  (andace  conc-eded.  "Hut  that"-  ju-t 
il:  -he  is  >o  ridicuh)U>ly  generous  altoul  e\-eryl  tn'n^; 
el-e.  Did  \()U  e\'er  kn(j\v  any  one  who  wouM  f,'i\e 
lur  time  a-  Lucy  doe.>?     And  lier  pily.^" 

Slie  had  at  hi>l  let  a  ra\"  of  ii^hl  into  his  darkness. 
Lucy  sitting-  for  hours  with  a  (hill  oM  hidy  in  a 
furnace-liealed  room,  jeaIou-l>-  >ealed  a^'aiii.^L  fre>h 
air  -  Lue.\'  toiHuy  o\er  comnn'ttee  work  —  I.ucy 
cau<^hl  on  the  street  with  a  hea\\-.  dirl\-  bahv  in  iur 
arm.-,  that  a  poor  woman".-,  loail  miulil  Ije  Huhtcued 
-  a  hundred  pictures  of  a  h)\'ing  and  giving  Lucy 
ro.-e  up  before  his  sLartletl  sight. 
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"Anybody  can  li'wv  uunuy.  Thai  i-^  i'a>y.'" 
Candac'c  added.  "Hut  to  give  every  thin;,'  el.-,e, 
willioiil  .>liiil.  and  then  l)alk  at  that  one  little  lliiiii^' 

eanl  you  >ee  the  joke?  " 

lie  ihi'ew  out  de>|)airin;,'  arms.  "Oh,  perliaps, 
l)erlia|)>.  Hut  the  tnoinv  i^  llieie,  all  thr  lime, 
in  everylhin;,'.  \\)U  cant  ;^el  away  I'ltjm  it.  \  oi< 
can't  u.>e  it,  and  you  can"t  avcjid  it.  Every  depart- 
ment ol'  iii'e  i.>  >meared  all  o\cr  with  it.  It  can  Inir! 
you  in  I'onr  hundred  place-'  in  a  >ini;!e  day.  \  on 
mi<,dit  ;;et  alon;;'  wilhoul,  I'or  yonr-elt';  hut  when  it 
comes  lo  deciding  thai  you  can't   lelj)  oilier  people 

"      Ih'    was    telling    more    than    he    meant    to, 

and    i)ulled    himaeli'    up.     ("andacc    answered    oidy 
the  la>L  .senlenc<'. 

"Every  one  who  gives  inucli  lias  to  think  that  now 
and  then,"  >he  said  rea>onal)l\-.  "Tliere  i>  >onK'- 
Ihing  in  It.  You  know,  Dana,  with  unlinuted 
money,  a  person  like  you  can  do  no  end  of  harm  in 
this  cranky  world." 

He  did  not  like  that.     "I  am  not  quite  a  fool!" 

"No,"  she  admitted;  "and,  of  course,  ha\ing  it 
would  modify  yon.  Xohody  is  vvvv  fjuite  >o  lavish 
as  ihe  man  who  hasn't  a  cent.  Bi'sides,  one  gets 
so  many  hlows,  trying  lo  hel|),  tln-y  tame  that  wild 
natiAe  gen<Tosity.  Half  ihe  things  one  alteuipls 
seem  to  turn  out  worse  than  wasted  ell'ort." 

"Do  yuu  really  believe  that?" 
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"My  flcar  h(»y,  I  know  it.  I'll  Idl  you  a  ca-c, 
a  man  I  di-cov <tc(1  willi  a  wotidrrrul  iii''  Tor  il!n> 
liMtion.  II<'  liad  hiM'n  too  poor  to  ^Imly  i'iion;:li, 
X)  I  ;iot  |)co|)lf  iiilcrt'-lcd,  and  \vr  inaiiam'd  two  y«ars 
at  the  League  t'oi'  liini.  and  |)ri\ati'  lr»(»n-,  and  then 
a  room  and  hoard  till  In-  .>liould  '^vl  on  his  fcrl. 
and  li'Ifrr-  to  art  <'ditoi->,  and  dear  kn(nv>  what. 
Sound-  h'uitimatc,  dof>n"l  il?  Wouhln't  you  have 
(d!itril)Ult'(l?  W\\\.  After  >(\-(Tal  month-,  I  looked 
him  up,  r\i)cclin^  to  find  him  well  under  wa\'.  Do 
you  know  what  he  wa>  dointi?  Sittin<,'  down  on  his 
hoard  and  hxivinu,  writin*,'  a  sonnet  cycle,  which  he 
pl.inned  lo  illustrate  later.  He  had  (lone  ah-o- 
lutily  nothing'  cKe."* 

Dana  mana.i;e(l  a  >milc.  "How  were  the  son- 
net>:''" 

'"Xot  much  wor-e  than  conimoiij)lace.  If  he 
could  ha\-e  .ui\-en  leu  \-ears  to  liter.ir\-  composition, 
he  miulil  ha\'c  turneil  out  — prinlahle.  l'erhai)s. 
Oh.  I  underslood,  of  cour.sc.  He  had  Ueen  i)raised 
till  he  thoudi!  he  could  do  auythinu-;  and  his  literary 
•mpulse  felt  as  real  to  hiui  as  the  other,  liul  1  had 
to  s;iy  a  few  direct  Words,  and  tlier*'  was  a  fri;,dilful 
case  of  hurt  i'eelin^rs.  We  !uid  completely  ruined 
him.  Uv  proudly  withdrew  from  the  hoard  and 
lodtiiii<x,  and  I  don't  know  what  he  is  doing  now  — 
learning  a  little  >ensr,  I  hope.  He  hasn't  enuTged  as 
an  illustrator.     FJul  tlial  is  what  you  have  lo  e.\[)ect, 
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Ii;ilt'  tlic  lime:  ;in  iiiih  Ii  luriii  ;i->  ,l;(i()(1.  Duly,  ol' 
coiirxc.  ih.il  (l(M-<iri  Id  you  otV  t'lniii  IrviiiL;.  Atiij 
Iroiri  w.iiil  iii;^  Id  ||-y.  ri;i  x)  ii^id  lo  i|  now,  il 
•  lof-ii  I  cxcti  <li>('oiir;i^(  iin'."'  She  rose,  j)iilliii^  ,iii 
licr  .l;I()\c>.  '"It'-,  ;i  i'iiiiii\-  world.  I);.ii;i.  nrttiT 
lc;irii  lo  l.itii^li.      Il  Iiclp-,." 

II<'  >li()ok  lii>  lir,i(|.  '■^'oll  doiTl  iilii|rr>l;iii(j." 
''()li,  (loll  I  I  ^ "  Iltr  In-own  cyc^  luinklcd. 
"I  know  wli.it  li.ippcliril  ;l■^  Well  .is  il'  I  had  hern 
IIktc:  r.ncy  willi  her  woiiicd  (irandp.i  look.  l);iii;i 
proud  ;iiid  scn>ili\c  ;ind  ihinkiiiu  il  rii;lil  lo  lie  proud 
;itid  >('ii>il  i\('.  |)oor  lool  of  a  man!  Now  ronn'  ;md 
ii;i\r   >n|)ptT    wilh    uii-   and    Icll    nic    what    you    aro 


lit-  was  loo  forlorn  lo  rc>i-L  >o  -he  bore  liini  oil', 
aUfl  lilt'  lioinclikt'  meal,  lli-'  (■a->,\'  coinpaiiion^liip, 
l)r()U^dit  a  dim  comrori .  Bnl  I  hey  wcakciutl  his 
(IcfclK'cs.  The  numhnc--^  Ihal  had  made  the  days 
p()s.sil)l(>  was  Ihrcalcntd.  lie  >layfd  a>  laic  a^  hf 
dared  in  dread  ol'  what  >olilude  inii^hl  hrin^'.  llitii 
tramped  liimself  inlo  apalli\-  lieforc  he  turned  home. 

S|)riui;'  wa>  in  the  air  a>  he  walked  mjjIowi.  ie 
the  next  at'lernoou.  The  inexorable  opening  was 
at  hand.  City  scpiares  jn"nled  it  in  their  >wellinf^ 
i^reen,  city  birds  chirjx-d  it.  city  eyes  jflanced  it  into 
his  moody  face.  The  joy  of  the  pavements  was  as 
dt'ad  for  Dana  as  all  other  joy,  hut  he  cauj,dit  the 
day  >  sus])en--i     the  sen-^e  of  coming  riches,  and  grew 
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.ilrrl  I'm-  uln'iii  (.r  wli.i!  In-  itiii^Iit  p;i>-.  A  tiijiiii-  li.ill 
,,  .11  ill  llir  crnwd,  ii  i:ttill\  roimilfil  l;iiI  \\li'»  lilN'l 
Mill. |. Ml  Miif  ryo.  M'lit  ;i  -luxk  llinui^'li  all  lii>  1.1111;^ 
;,iicl  roll-. (I  an  iii>aiir  jidpc.  II. ■  ciiiM  angrily  a--iii 
that  tli.Tc  wa-  im  cin-  on  caflli  lie  waiitcl  t.)  mt; 
lull  hfcuiM  not  pill  I'ack  t li<- cuninu  ><';i-t>ii. 

An  all  <l.'al<i-'-  wiiidou  .li-playfil  a  -in^l.-  pi.lnrr. 
,,■1   Imlli  with  an  air  of  c./nM'.iii.'nc.'.      Dana.  >.  .m.^ 
..lli.r-    paiiM-.    liir.'W    it    a    car.'lc-^    .uiaiuc;    aini    -o 
I, roll-Ill    .lown   iii)on   liiniMlf   lii.-  waiting  torcnt    ..t' 
>p|-in::-.      Til''  pirliii-f  -liou.il  a  -iiit:!.'  roiin.l.'.l  \\a\.' 
of    Ian. I    li.axin-    up    iiilo   a    -ky   of    noMr  l)na'll  li. 
Il    \\a>  til.'  -ky  that  .lominal.'.l.  a  \a-l.  ..\  .•raivliiii- 
^plcii.loiir  of    -k>    licnralli  wiii.li    llif    link'    \\orl.l<«f 
faiin  aii.l  wo.t.l  \va>  onl\   a  -I  i-.'aniini,'  >iinini.T  urccn- 
ii.>-  an<l  a  Mur  of  woo.llan.l  >lia<lou;  l)iit  it-  ontlino 
Wi'Vr    iinnii-lakal.I.'.      •"'riu'     llc'a\<'n>     D.^claiv     IJi.- 
(.|or>    of   (io.r"    \va-    wrilt.'ii   on    ill.'   car.l    licmatli. 
A-    I. II. Ham    !ia<l    explain".  1.    "Tii.'.v     like    a    till.-."" 
Ili>  iiaiiK-  was  111)1   needed  te»  ^el    |)ana">  f<'el  on  tji.' 
Iiill>  of  Sky   Farm.      Ho  >tood  with   the  June    wind 
on   his   face  and   the   >hiiiiiner  of  .inn<-   roinanee   in 
hi>  eye>.  the  l.leak  i)re>enl  for^otlen.      \\'lieii  other-, 
bepiii    to    i;laiice    at    him    and    to   crowd    alioiil    the 
picture,  he  -Iroije  on;   l)nt    he   wa-   no  lonucr  alone. 
f!.'  wouM  never  5"^  alone  ai^aiii.  so  loni:'  ii^  he  walked 
tills  earth.     The  hnc  ihat   had  come  to  him  under 
that  great   .sky  was    for    life,  au'l    Lucy   would    I).- 
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llicrc  ;i.i,';iiii-t    lii-  arm  iiiilil   tin-  .niii  willii  n  d.      Hi-, 

«|<  l^ll(•^■^    Urfc  tluWII. 

A  |inrii(tiiili<iii  ot  ((tiiiiii:^  |>;iiii.  p^iiii  lno  li'uril  !•■ 
|(>  lie  li(»nii\  <!ri>\c  liiii!  >a\ai:<ly  on.  H''  liitil  l'> 
riiiicirilur  only  tlir  -ill  ol'  >l->y  |-'anii.  luit.  Ini'iii- 
he  (•(tiiM  turn  ironi  il.  ln'  -aw  l,ii'y\  lace  a-  lir  lia«l 
la^t  x'cii  il.  u  ii|r-r\  t(|,  -hickm,  yd.  -onic  way. 
Iira\r:  llic  lip^.  Iiad  kt  pt  iIh  ir  line,  llir  tliiDal  lia<l 
not   htiil. 

"Don't!""  lie  I.nailiiij.  \]<  had  I'tarcil  thai  ;in 
hour  nni-l  come  when  he  i-r.ili/nl  hi-  own  hurl,  hnt 
111-  had  not  reckoned  willi  lli<-  hour  thai  dioiild  >how 
hini  how  hr  had  hnri  hi-  v.  ilV.  Ln'-\  warm  an<l 
cojonrtnl,  wide  (»pfn  to  |o\i'  .md  naMiinii  id  and 
then  thi>  frozen  woman,  with  lar  -laMied  look  ;ind 
her  pionil  -t  ilhie--. 

■"It  eonldn"!  he  helpt.j.""  hi'  Hum;'  out.  "I  t!id 
niy  lie-l.  It  liad  to  l".""  l)Ul  lliiiuini;  hard  I'acl.s 
at  i!  could  not  dri\"e  away  the  \  idou. 

'lill  now  hi>  own  apathy  had  lui-n  a  >urpri-e  to 
Dana,  sonadime-  a  repro.ieji;  a  dull.  Meak,  iiii-eraMe 
horedom  did  not  seem  enou;_h  to  pay  t'oi-  the  wreck 
ol"  his  niarrieil  jit'e,  and  the  ah-ence  ol'  acute  aii,i;ui^h 
had  sum,'e>led  lo  lu'm  more  than  once  that,  alter 
all,  he  had  very  little  heart.  To-niijiit  lie  learned 
better.  Ilis  (lazed  heart  awoko  lu  il-  deplhs  ami 
pro\-ed  il-elf  as  ^rcjd  in  pain  a-  it  had  \hvu  in 
joy.     There  was  no  .-uirerin^  due   that    he   had   not 


•  >.>  ■ 


paiil  ill   fi'll  hcfon    llir  'lawn   touch.  .1   hi-   li;.--ar.l 

lace. 

I5y  l)ivaki"a>l  fmir  lie  wa^  at  (  aii-lac^  .!.)..r. 

••\M,,,t  call  I  .;>  '-■"  li-'  :i-l^''l-  '!'■  ^\''^  'i"  miM-ll'- 
(•(,n.sci.)U>  a-  a  t'l'il'i  i"  '''^  ''  ,.Ir>-.iM'^s  ami  lii. 
,1. .,,,;, jr.  ••(\iii.ly.  I'll  iiir  Nsli:il  !■•  'I"-"'  >1'"'  '■'''• 
1,,,,.  l-,i,.,,.llv  Iiaii.h.ii  lii-anii.  ainl  lu' cliiuu  toil. 

'•(,,.  In   !'.(.-loIl.'"   -lit'  1-()UI1->I1..I. 

■•\)n\  lioNV  cm  1?  I  <.i""t  ;i-I^  I"'-  I"  <""""  >'''' 
,.vrn  if  ^!i.-  wouM.  Aii.l  I  i^iiiM  t;..  Lack  l<.  ulial 
wa-.  N.v.:-:  Not  lor  an>l!iinL'-  <»ii  faiHi.  ^^o 
what  can  I  -:t>   I"  licrr" 

••Say  iliai.  (>r  "l"ii"t  >ay  aiiylliinu.  .In>l  ^r<» 
I,,  Inr.  \.ni"ll  iiiwl  a  way  ulini  you  liaw  mtu 
,.;„],  oMirr.-"  >!..•  -iiiilc.l  rainlly  into  llic  -aunt 
lr;,ov.ly  ol'  hi^  race.  "Cona-  aihl  have  mmik'  cotl'rc, 
:  M,l  ilaii  \'\\  ^how  you  the  Ihin--^  I  am  Miidiii--  over 
I  ;  ydii,"'  -he  a(hh'<h 

1[  l);,,,;i  ha.l  not  lurti  M)  (h-ownr.l  in  Irouhh-,  lu- 
v.oiiM  liavc  uou.ld'..!  how  Can.h.cc  couM  >i.aiv  m) 
many  fiirni-liinu^.  >h.-  had  ih.in  lo-dhcr  in  a 
curnrr  of  the  -In. Ho.  ready  I'or  the  e\Mre»  -  several 
,Kli,-htlul  chairs,  an  oh!  carved  lai.l.-.  a  ru.i,'  or  two, 
a  hrass  lamp,  a  pile  (,!'  ciisliiinis. 

"l  \va>  livtlin-  too  crowded  lierc."  >he  e\i)laiinMl 
.•a>ually.     •■^■ou   will  have  almost  enuuyii  to  hcpu 

on,  now. 

lie  looked  at   lliem  vaguely,  yet  with  a  desolate 
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;^l':i  I  il  Ih  lr,  ■  ^<i||  |r  i»  i^iMn!  Id  llir."  lit  1 1 1 II  t  I  (Tetl . 
■    ll'   I   (>lll\    l.lliW    W  ll.ll    III  do'" 

"■  ( ii»  ;iii(|  ;i  -k  1,1  icy."  u  .i^  Ik  r  |>;iil  iii^  .mK  icf. 
Tlic    Uol'ij-    iMii:;    ill    III--    (Ml-,    :ill     <l;iy.        He    cdiilil 
n'M^dll    (InWII    ijli'    il(|\i(c.    piiilil    iilll     Ihf    ll(i|li  Ic^^llos 

ol  i^niii:^  |()  .1  i|(i|»ly  otlciiilid  WDiii.iii  willi  iintliiii;^ 
l;iiii.'il'lf  hi  olli  r.  nut  <  \iii  ,i  wlmh  liciiitd,  "|  \\;is 
urmiu;'"  yd    lln    ii|'';i  inc-nilid  il-ilf  lAcr  and  o\t  r 

willl   llll<liv(()||i-, rjrd    Ilrdlllt>^.        "(in  ;/Ild  .i-k   I.IK'y." 

Mr.  I)i(k^(in  !ir,iid  liiiu  iiiiiiiiiiir  llir  U(ird>  (t\fr  liis 
VMiik.  and  liicki'  (Ml!  w  il  li  all'i  el  iniialc  Ir-lincss. 

"Malonc,  ,\(iii  Iiiok  like  a  ,:;li()>j.  Wlial  ari'  yoii 
.sayiiiLT  tliriT?      >\'liat  (III  carlli  i-  llir  mat  Irr?  " 

Dana  ^land  at  liiiii  a>  Iroiii  aiiotJKr  plaiK  t;  thru 
laiij  diiu  II  lii^  pill  and  ni^r. 

"I'm  afraid  I  mii>l  uo  In  Bo-tun/'  lie  >aid.  "If 
I  tak''  llir  li\  r  o'clock.  I  can  Ii.ivc  I  wo  or  I  lircc  lioiirs 
tliirc  and  lie  iiack  in  tlic  nmrniiii;."" 

"Don't  (Id  llial:  >ta\  all  iiii;lil.  If  \(>u  arc  licri- 
\Vcdnc~da\-  mtiriii:  ;•,  that  will  dii." 

Dana  tliank<'i|  him  and  liiirricd  niilowii  to  Jii>; 
r()'>ni->.  There  wa^  relief  in  lakini;'  action;  and  there 
wa>  a  ^mldeii.  nnlooked  for,  miidit\  jo\  in  troini!- 
to  Lucy.  I-'or  the  (ir-l  lime,  he  entered  !ii>  laiildinu 
with  the  step  and  liearin;..;  of  a  yonn,i;'  man. 

A  dark  Imndh*  lay  auain-t  his  door.  Sn>pc('fin<^ 
an  olferinu'  from  ( 'aiidace.  Dana  went  alertly  toward 
it,  tlnn  s|o|.pei|  with  an  a-loni>hed.  "Hello!"      For 
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-,,;,in.    iiiniinifully    l'i>'^^".   >•'    '"    '•l".-\Ni"t.-    ;>ii.i 
,„„„„,,    ,,i,l,    .l.nM.    M.mU    iVin^v.    I.M.kr.l    .In.u-ily 
,tn.in;Ml;iiktmTll.:il  m.  ii.r.l  tn  |,;iv  .■  I.frn  n.l.l.-l 

<•,,;, I.       A^    h'-    MiMluM-.l     In    1h>    l'''l-    »''-    •'-'••    ''>■ 

I,',,  h.i^hl,  niiJ.I  iMVr  ImtU  ri-i.l  or  iiiiir,  1ml   ll..-,v 

W..,V    I.n.lKll.lv    >.Vr.Ml    niniv    y.MP.    r-..,„rM<.l    ;il I 

l,i,  ninmrr  lilH''  I-'-"-  ''"I"'  I'^x-  •'•"'  ^'  I""*'""' 
n^luritv.  M  -..i.l  nuthiMi:.  ImiI  ^hitv-l  up  into 
I);,,,..-.  l-KV  Willi  a  l-HM-  .xprrhincy  M.in.ulial 
tryiii-   lo  a   man   in   a   hurry.      Dana   u.ilocki.l    Hio 

'I'xir.  .  . 

-\yr   you    u.iilin-   lor    iiir         l>aiM    M.iIoim'.'       h- 
,,1^,,1.     '••!   \y,.vru\    imikIi   time     Coiuf   in  ami   Ml 

III,.  \\|i;it   \(tu  ualil  . 

-|-|„,  l„',v  ^Io.hI  ju~l  uitiiiu  111.-  .lo.ir.  l.ul  lir  ^iiH 
,1„1„„,  .;.,.„.  al.l.  I. -p.'A.  If  Da.ia  l.a.!  iiol  lu-u 
„„,,  inhMv.h-l  in  P'lli-iM-  .loun  lii>  Ikiu,  Im  wouM 
have  Mrn  thai  ihr  lit  llr  ii-inv  ^lionk  in  il.>  Mancrow 
,.l,.tl,....  an.i  that  llir  jaw  wa>  c-lnichci  lo  control 
.t.trrml.lin.-.  Tim  ha- liad  provr.l  Hill  ..f  o.M>  aiul 
nuU.  an.l  Dana  wa.  luml.lin-  llini.  out.  "NMial 
i.  vn.ir  namr?-  lu-  a.kl.-l  without  lookin-  Ui*.  A 
f,int  vvlu-p.-r  cam.-  from  ovrr  l.y  lli.-  .h.or.  -Oh. 
su-ak  ui.  l.kr  a  man.-  lir  thrrw  ou!  goo.l-humuurcaiy. 
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The  hoy  U\r^f:v(\  ;it  ;m  cmvcIoih'  that  was  wodo-,.,! 
ill  a  pocket.  Wlicii  lie  1i;h|  i(  oiil.  he  oaiiic  slowly 
forward,  and  Dan,!,  ^laiiciiio-  u]).  saw  tlial  it  wa>  not 
liuiidity  thai  haiiipond  him.  The  expectant  eyes 
.showed  even  I  lie  >[);irk  of  a  sinih'. 

"Em  I..ui>/"  he  whispered,  ;i>  one  who  le!I>  a  nhid 
secret.  Then  he  nidled  do-.vn  on  llic  fh,,,,-  ;,.,  jf  ],is 
lit  lie  .spine  liad  heen  with(h-awn.  'i"lie  enveh)pe 
I'el.!  heside  iiiin,  face  np,  and  Dana  n-ad  in  hi>  own 
hantlwritin^'  Ihe  name  of  I.uis  \'aldez.  For  (he  mo- 
ment he  was  fo(j  a>toi;i-hed  lo  nio\<'. 

"FV  the  Ford's  .sake!""  hr  mnt'ered;  and  then, 
"Well,  what  do  yon  think  ol'  thai  !"' 

Tliere  was  no  lime  lo  confront  the  prol)lem. 
When  a  few  drops  of  spirit  jiad  re\i\cd  the  hoy, 
Dana  liflecj  hiin  to  the  conch,  ^ave  him  a  cnf)  of 
water,  and  heat  nj)  raw  e-gs  in  milk  with  frowning 
ha.stc. 

"Pretly  hun^'ry?*"  he  asked.  Fnis's  eyes  were 
fixed  on  the  Ixjwl  with  a  dexoiirin.s.;  inlentness  that 
needed  no  wonls.  Dana  l-d  him  slow  sp(„,nfnls, 
and,  in  spite  of  his  dismay,  the  joy  of  rescue  hegan 
to  warm  hi.s  eyes  and  \-oice  as  sirenulh  visihly  came 
i»a(k  lo  his  tattered  -ncsl.  Whcii  h,-  h.id  ,se|  d„uM 
Ihe  bowl,  he  pa.ssed  an  invest igatin,!,'  hand  alon,i,'  the 
thin  arms  anil  ley.s. 

"Well,  did  yon  walk  from  Caliform'a?"' 

"Oh,   no."     Luis  smiled   over   the  joke.     "Ojilv 
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from  —  what    was   il?     Tlu'   l)i^'   animal  —  Bufralo. 
And  I  ^i)[  lots  of  ri<lc>.  " 

"Only  from  Buffalo."  Dana  rcjjoated.  "And 
yon  did  all  thai  to  find  me?" 

"Vol!  will  mak(>  me  a  niu>ician,'"  said  Lui>  con- 
fidonlly.  "Vou  will  \)v  good  to  mo  like  Mr.  Bynnrr 
was  to  you." 

"Oh,  I  sec."  Dana  lu'>it;d('d,  llicn  firmly  went 
on:  "But.  you  know,  Eui>,  I  liawn't  any  money 
now.     I  wrote  \cju  that." 

"Oh.  I  will  get  you  some,"  Luis  reassured  him. 
"I  can  earn  all  T  want.  Have  you  got  an  old  flute 
or  anyihing?" 

"A  flute?" 

''I  will  play  il  on  the  street,  so."  Luis  curled  Ins 
han  1>  to  the  left  of  his  grimy  face,  and  looked  up 
over  the  imaginary  instrument  with  eyes  somournful, 
so  appealing,  so  rich  in  old-world  my>tery,  that  Dana 
could  almost  hear  some  little  wailing  air.  Then  he 
(Iroi)i)e(l  tlu'  instrument  and  winked  without  shame. 
"That  gets  V-m."  he  exjjlained. 

"My  Lord  I"  nun-mured  Dana,  and  fell  into 
appalle*!  silence.  Luis  reachetl  out  for  the  l)()wl 
and  finished  its  contents  without  ciTcmony. 

"dot  any  more?""  lu-  a>ked. 

Dana  roused  liini>elf  with  a  sigh.  A  city  clock 
had  just  struck  five.  "By  and  hy."'  he  said.  "Tell 
m(\  did  vou  earn  the  monev  to  get  to  Buffalo?" 


A  sfarllin;;  clian^'c  came  over  (li,>  plnduvi  facv, 
M)  clMvi-fiilly  iiiipiKlcnt  III,-  iiioiuciit  hcl'orr.  Its 
flash  iiitoaii-cf  ua>  like  l|i,.  drawiti- of ;,  kiiilV. 

"It  was  iiiiiic;'  !„.  <|,.(|arv.|  sin  illy,  ri>inn-  ,jp  i,,  .^ 
fury  of  >clf-.l..|,.nrr.  -.Mi,,,-!  Fallur  Murphy  ,ai,i 
M).  Mr.  Hyruirr  |,f|  i|  (o  uw.  'niy  piano  to  my 
liftk"  fricid  Lui>  Valdcz'  —  h-ke  that,  in  writing. 
It  was  mine  I" 

Dana  [)iil  a  (jiiictin-  hand  on  his  shoulder,  i)ushin^r 
him  ;^vnlly  .hnvn  again.     -\Vho  took  it  away  from 

\<)U?"' 

"My  falhrrand  mother."  Luis  spat  like  an  an^'ry 
chL  "ri-s!  I  told  ihrm.  'I  will  kill  you  if  you  sell 
it:'  And  they  s<.ld  il  'hat  very  day.  Pi^rs!  They 
InM  the  money  imder  I  he  stove.  I  was  thnv  ninhts 
finding  it.  They  caught  me  looking,  hut  they  were 
so  drunk  they  only  laughed.  Pigs!  Pig.s!"  His 
passion  of  hate  was  distressing.  Dana  tried  (o 
•  liver!  him  from  il. 

"IIow  could  you  get  a  lickc  i,  a  little  chap  like 
you.^     They  wouldn't  sell  it  to  \  on.  would  they.^" 

Lnis  droi)pe(l  hack  at  once  into  his  normal  com- 
placency. '"Oh,  I  always  gel  along.  I  car.  do  any- 
iliiiig:  it  is  quite  re-markaMe.  I  told  a  man  a  story 
.•ihout  Ix'ing  an  orphan  and  my  uiule  sending  for  me, 
M)  he  hough!  the  ticket,  and  his  wife  gav  mc  thhigs 
'«•  <'.tt  ont  of  her  haskct:  il  was  hue  till  we  got  to 
(  hicago.     That  ,v;,s  all  the  far  thev  went." 
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"Rut  lh;il  u-a>  a  lie"  >aia  Dana. 

"Oh.  yr^.  I  can  tell  a  hdhr  lir  than  any  hoy 
in  my  >c'hool;"  and  Luis  >niil(Ml  in  >i!n|)l(>  prick-. 
*'IIav(-  yt)U  uot  a  pucf  <>1  hrcad?"  Dana  rose  in 
sih-ncv  and  shut  the  kit(h«'n  door  between  himself 
and  his  acquisition.  lie  I'tll  an  e\hc;u.sted  need 
of  solit mle. 

He  was  not  K-fl  very  loni,'  to  confront  his  problem. 
Luis  unceremoniously  followed. 

•"Did  you  find  th  it  piece  of  bn^ad?"  he  demanded, 
and  seemed  so  reslcred  that  Dana  s<'l  out  a  supjxT 
for  him.  He  wanted  to  resent  the  intruder,  wliosc 
cominji'  had  so  intoleral)ly  upset  his  plans,  but  for 
the  life  of  him  he  could  not.  The  little  fellow's 
melancholy,  ohl-world  eyes,  his  perfect  assurance, 
and  his  dangling'  ra^'s  combined  to  ^n've  him  an 
al»surd  charm.  Dami  found  himself  on  the  verge 
of  a  laugh  as  he  cut  the  desired  piece  of  bread. 

"Perhaps  you  would  like  to  wash  l)efore  you  eat." 
he  suggested. 

"Xo.""  was  the  positive  answer.  "Rut  I  will 
wash  afterward,"  Luis  concede.!,  after  a  mouthful 
pause.  "I  lake  a  I)alh  at  Father  Murpl'y's  <-v«'ry 
Saturday:  that  i>  how  I  pay  him  for  letting  me 
practise  on  liis  piano.  My  father  and  mother  do 
not  wash  at  all.     They  are  pig-."' 

Daiui  hastened  to  change  tlie  subject.  "Father 
Murphy  has  l)een  good  to  you,"  he  said. 
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'"Oil,  yes,  FittluT  Miiri)liy  and  Mr.  Byniicr. 
Th.y  ucn-  my  I  wo  iVi(n<l>.  Thvy  Icarurd  im-  my 
iMi^^li.s.i:  my  I'adicr  and  iiioilicr  aiv  .so  iVnoratit ,  llu-v 
lalk  iioll.iii-  l.ul  SpamMi.  Thai  j\  why  1  >i„.ak  so 
;^()0(1.       \(>|   iik,.  olli,.,-  \,n\^." 

"And  docs  Father  .Miuphy  know  \\h.  ivyou  arc?" 
Luis  >ho.,k  hi>  licad,  hcimr  h.yolld  >p,v(h  al  iIr- 
mom-nl.  -^■,,11  uiH  uril,-  him  a  h'tlcr."  he  v\- 
])kiiricd  when  he  c..uI.L  -  Vou  |.H  hi'm  that  whrn 
I  am  a  great  mii>ician.  I  will  -„  hack  to  xr  him; 
Imt  il'  my  father  and  mother  come  after  me,  I  will 
ki!'  them  with  a  knife."  He  looked  quite  capahje 
of  Iryin-  it,  uith  llie  l.rend  I  ii'e  can-ht  up  in  his 
fi>l  and  the  sudden  -lint  in  hi>  brown  «'yes.  Dana 
rose  from  the  corner  of  (he  tal.Ie  with  a  .ii.lraclcd 
gesture. 

"AMiat  in  thunder  am  I  going  (^  d„  ^ilh  you.-" 
he  exclaimed. 

'I'Ik-  .Joorhell  roused  a  fervent  hope  of  (^andace; 
hui  it  washer  furniture  to  ul.ichlu- opened.  He  was 
iouehed  wiien  lu>  realized  how  nmch  sju-  ],.;,]  >enl. 
Thi're  v-erc  even  books  and  a  sketch  or  two.  The 
room  looked  pleasantly  inhabited  when  he  and  Luis 
liad  everything  iu  jjlace.  The  glow  of  the  work  and 
of  (he  hope  (hat  lay  back  of  it  had  cleared  DanaVs 
face  of  its  habitual  shadow. 

".Vnd  now.  young  man.  you  for  the  bathtub," 
hv  .said  genially,   and   went    to   turn  on   the  water. 
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When  1m'  came  liack,  Liii->  was  .standing  in  the  door- 
way of  Ihr  little  room.  '•Here,  coim-  out  of  tin  i.!" 
Dana  spoke  >o -liari)ly  llial  the  lioy  .started,  ""^on 
imistn'l  ^o  ill  there,"  lie  added  more  gfiillv,  closing 
the  door.     "That  is  my  wife's  room." 

Luis  kicked  olf  his  elofhes  with  undamyMiie*] 
cheerfulnos.  *'\Vill  she  ileei)  there  lo-nighl?"  he 
asked. 

"No.  not  lo-ni^dil." 

"When?" 

"I  ca'Tt  say.  Run  along  now  and  see  that  you 
get  clean." 

Luis.  emergin<,'  several  shades  lighter,  found  a  hed 
made  up  of  cushions  and  a  rug.  and  a  clean  garment 
for  him  to  sleep  in.  He  settled  himself  with  wriggles 
of  satisfaction,  and  his  mysterious  eyes,  already 
heavy  with  sleep,  fixed  themselves  on  his  host  with 
an  intensity  that  presently  made  Dana  pause  l)y 
th"  improvised  hcd. 

"Well?"  he  asked.  Luis  put  up  two  fairly  clean 
hands  and  curled  them  tightly  altout  hi>  fingers. 

•■ril  earn  money  for  you."  he  said  earnestly,  "and 
run  your  errands,  and  I  can  cook  for  you:  I  can  do 
anything.     And  when  I  am  bad,  you  can  lick  me." 

Dana  gave  the  hands  a  comradely  pressure. 
"All  right,  ohl  l)oy,"  he  .said  gravely.  And  so  the 
compact  of  lasting  afTection  was  signed  and  .sealed 
between  them. 
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After  Liii>  \v;iN  ;isl(.(.j),  Diiiia  >al  f(jr  a  lon^'  lime 
over  a  Kttcr  to  Fa  I  her  Miirpliy. 

"I  iiiii  not  uril  \>\ncvi\  for  t;ikiii<;  the  ri'-poiivihilily,""  he  wrote, 
"l.iit  hr  i-,  liirr.  aii<l  I  want  to  carry  out  my  [)romisc  to  Mr. 
I5yiin.r.  I  uill'"  — li,.  paiiscl.  >tariiii,'  .larkly  into  llu>  future. 
I  lien  uro|e(,n  —  '•  legally  adopt  t  lie  hoy,  if  ,\  ,,11  1 1, ink  it  l.e>l,an.l 
«;itl  ^'el  his  |)arentV  .-on^ent.  Ami  I  will  see  th.it  he  ^Tou,  up 
in  the  chureh  that  has  l.een  so  [jood  to  him.  I  >hall  prol.ahly 
not  keep  him  in  my  home—  there  ;ire  olh.'rs  I,,  he  conMilteti. 
IJut  I  «ill  he  resporiMhle  f,,r  him.  I  reali/e  the  seriousness  of 
\\h;it  I  am  niKlertakini,' —  .'ind  the  .iiflieulties,  jus(  tiou ,  are 
rspeeially  f,'reat;  hut  it  is  the  only  way  of  paying  the  t^'natest 
ilehtuf  my  life.     And  Hike  the  little  eh.ip."" 

It  was  not  a  letter  to  mail  011  first  iiiii)nl>e.  Dana 
I)tit  it  l»y  and  >ent  a  tele-iraiii  to  Father  Mmnliv 
^nyuig  that  the  hoy  was  .vil'e.  He  loiin,.,!  fo  ^'o  to 
("aiulace,  hut  he  had  run  to  her  witii  his  lroni)le.s 
once  that  day.  and  pride-  wilhheld  him.  He  did 
}:o  to  the  mother  of  one  of  hi>  pM])iI.s,  a  ^'eiieroiis 
woman  with  a  family  of  hoys,  who  laui,rhed  uj)- 
roarionsly  over  his  (h'lemma,  and  oave  him  enough 
cIoIIkvs  to  set  up  I.iiis  in  overwhelmin<,r  respeetal.ilit  v. 
liein;,'  a  .•^(kxI  Catholic,  she  also  "■avi-  him  a  note 
to  a  kindly  prie>t  in  his  neii;hi)ourhood.  So  Dana 
went  on  to  Fatlier  (Jraut,  and  made  liim  al.so  chuckle 
over  the  tale  of  Luis,  He  could  lau-h  at  it  himself 
now.     As  Candy  had  said,  it  was  a  funny  world. 

"Briiiir  the  boy  round  to  me;*'  Father  (irant  was 
shaking'    Dana's   hand    with    >hrew(l    likino-.     "Wi. 
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must  clap  liim  into  xliool  lliaf's  tlic  fir>t  IliiiiK- 
Maluno  —  Malonc,"  Ik-  a<l(lc(l  lumiiiatiiiKly.  *'Ry 
the  sound  of  that  naino,  you  .-.hould  he  one  of  u>.  ' 
He  seemed  so  .>c'cure,  so  content,  >o  uidiara»e<l  l>y 
life,  this  hardy  Httk-  nuiu,  thai  Daiia'N  heart  went 
out  to  him. 

"I  wish  I  were,"  he  said;  then,  seeing  a  spark  of 
interest  in  the  other's  eye.>,  he  a(Uled  a  siuiUn^', 
"But  my  wife  is  a  Boston  Unitarian,  Father.  So 
it  wouhhi't  do." 

*"Ah  —  so  there'x  a  wife?" 

Dana  (lu>h(Ml,  and  for  an  instant  his  IrouMe 
looked  out  <jf  his  somhre  ey(>s.  "She  is  not  with 
me  just  at  present,"  lie  >aid,  turning  away. 

"If  she  were  a  good  ("atholie  >he  wouhl  he." 
said  the  Father  with  a  disciplinary  nod. 

There  was  no  (jUe>lion  of  going  to  Boston  nou. 
Dana  devoted  the  morning  to  Lui.>'s  affairs,  testing 
his  musical  gift,  which  was  remarkahle,  and  taking 
him,  a  little  subdued  hy  hi>  whole  ;ind  neat  clothe^, 
to  see  his  new  spiritual  director.  In  the  afternoon 
he  went  back  to  his  office,  mailing  hi>  h  ie;  1(^ 
Father  Murphy  on  the  way. 

"It  is  only  a  matter  of  earning  a  little  more,"  he 
asserted  with  a  brave  front. 

Luis,  left  to  himself,  had  none  of  tlie  well  brought 
up  child's  helplessness.  When  he  had  practised  as 
long  as  his  restless  body  would  permit,  he  went  out 
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iiilo  [\\r  slrccts  and  iiiV(v>,tiVat<'<l  the  lui^lilioiiiliood 
willi  llic  tli()rou^dm('^>,  of  a  (Ictcclixc  or  a  fox  Itrricr. 
II<'  <li>c'(j\ci'c(l  tlir  Park,  t'tuiinl  a  nearly  wliolc 
ci^arcl  Ic  and  ^niokcd  il,  imirninrcd  oulrajicon^ 
Spanish  cpitlicls  al  an  unc()n>ci()n>  policeman,  hiretl 
a  cat  I'roin  an  area  wall  willi  ardeni  l)landi>liinents 
and  care>>ed  it  with  half  >lmt  eye->  <it'  ec-la>y,  tjien 
I'ri^dilenecl  il  alnio>t  into  liy-terie>  li\  a  >ndden  leap 
and  yell;  and  panned  Itei'ore  e\(i-y  s|n>t'l  of  ^la-s 
lie  oonid  find  lo  >lndy  lii>  well-clad  pi'r>t)n.  This 
j)lea.sed  him  so  nnich  Ihal  he  lieiiiicd  a  lirokeii  carna- 
tion from  a  flower  >tand  and  -Irntled  home  with 
a  dec(jrated  hnllonhole.  Iiliimi)lial  nuisic  .^Ireaniin;^ 
ihroUj'.di  his  curion>ly  ai^cd  little  son). 

A  slndio  door  hy  IIh'  elexator  wa.>,  open,  and  Lins 
paused  to  look  in.  \\ilhin,  two  men  stood  hel'ore 
a  lar^e  canvas,  one  with  a  hat  in  h:>  hand,  in  the 
attitude  of  deparlni'c.  The  tjther  threw  him  a 
(piick,  irritable  j^laiice. 

"I  don't  want  any  niotlels,""  he  said  over  his 
shoulder. 

"I  havcnT  got  any,  if  yon  did,"  said  Luis  com- 
posedly. Tlie  larger  man  turni'd  at  that,  showing 
a  ruddy,  handsome  face  swej)!  1)\'  a  l»ig  gray  mous- 
tache, and  eyi's  twinkling  with  laughter. 

"Just  calling?"  he  asked. 

"Well,  I  thought  IM  look  in."  Luis  explained, 
turning  awav  with  a  bored  air. 
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"InliToU'd  ill  art,  p(  rhap-1'" 

'•I    wouldn't    oncouragc    him.    J;!(k>,"     Luillam 

tliicw  in. 

-I   am   a   musician;"   Lui-   ans\v.n<l   cxcluHvcIy 
t(.  Jacks.     ••!    have   rc-niarkahU-   lalcnl.     Thry   all 

say  thai." 

"Dchfihtc.l   io  hear  it,"  >ai(l  Jacks.     ".Vre  you 

hvinfi  in  these  parts? 

*"I  hvo  on  this  fhjor,  at  the  l)aek."' 
Ludhim    turne.l   at    that.     -Who   are   you,   any- 
way?" he  askecl. 

*'Mr.  ^NLdone's  Luis." 

The    two    men    glanced    surjuMse    at    each    other. 
-I  <H(hi"t  know  he  had  a  Luis,"  Jacks  said  jokin^rly. 

'•Oil.  yes.  I  havi-  come  from  (alil'ornia  to  live 
with  him  and  hecome  a  ^nal  musician."  Luis 
strolled  away  with  ("a>lilian  dij^Miily.  "•  I  will  play 
lor  you  some  lime,"  he  threw  hack  over  his  shouhler 
to  Palmer:  "hut  not  to  him." 

PalnuM-  had  lost  his  air  of  imnu'nenl  departuie. 
"That's  a  (lueer  husiness,"  he  exclaimed.  "Though 
it  is  some  pupil,  of  course."  he  added. 

"No  douhl,"  said  Ludlam,  a  smile  that  was  very 
Muall  hair  hidden  in  his  blond  heard.  "It  his  in 
curiously,  though,  with  what  one  heard  about  the 
>Ldoncs'  weddiufj  trip." 

"You  mean  that  they  cut  it  short?" 

"I  mean  that  something  happened  to  make  them 
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l<-;ivr   S.ui    FranciM-,,   .,    f,.u    In.nr,    ;,f|<  ,•    Hu-v    .,^,, 
llicn-."'  •      ^ 

"Kvcryho.ly  kn.nv^  ."vrvlhi,,-."  I»;,|„ut  mu(l<r.<l 
\\illi  a>li(,rl  sio|,.     ••\V|„,  I, , 1,1  V,, 11!''" 

''"""•""  f'"-'""-''  1"  -'.V  ll,,.(  il  w.i>  .Jack.  hiniMlf. 
"Oil,  one  licar-N.""  li.r\|,!. filed. 

TalMUT  >lra.V|,tr,M-,l  hm  l.lulfly,  clappii.^r  or,  ln\ 
Iiat.  "M.vs  Ware  will  know  all  ahoul  i(  I  ,vil| 
jn>l  drop  in  th.-rc  "     I|,  „,,„,,,,  ,,,^,,^j„^,  ,^j^ 


l'«;id.     "Kvcrv  Califi 


"■'"'"'  ''••'^  -I  F>i'>f.'"  lie  <»l).s<«rv(.d 


Inin.oroiisly.     "  V,„r,v  ahvay.  ..|„„.l.li„^.  <„,  i(  „„,,. 
P«-ctcdly.       Tluy    d(,n-|     uuiul   il.       (liul    -  when  a 
New  Kn^dand  woman  lia>  a  hi>(ory,  if.s  wril(,-n  all 
over   l.rr;   l.nl   f(  >i,akes  oir  a  Wr^t.rnrr  like  water 
oil  a  dnek."     He  slarte.l  |,>  ^r,,.  |1„.„  p;,„sed  in  the 
doorway.     "  IIuw  lon^^  |,;,ve  you  known  Mivs  Waro-^-" 
"Oil,  only  a  lew  year.».      \ever  well." 
PalnuT    visiMy    wre.tled    will,    temptation,    and 
conqiiere.!.     -\\r\l   .hv\   a    n,i-hty    fine   woman." 
hv  said,  with  a   siol,  f,,,.  „.|,.,,   |,^.  ,„|^,|j,   ^^^^^  reveal. 
"Til  a>k  herahoiit  *Mr.  MaloiieV  Luis."' 

"I  am  just  rnnnin-:  down  to  Boston  myself. 
I  may  hear  something-  there."  Ludlam  said,  a  di.s- 
a;,Teeal)le  satisfaction  in  his  sidelonL' <dance. 
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The  front  door  IkkI  closed  and  Dana  had  pone,  hnl 
l,Mcy  still  sat  si  idly  <rcci  ]>y  the  hiazc  that  had 
wrought  so  nuuh  havoc.  In  all  her  p-nllc  lilV,  she 
had  never  before  heen  ah.soliifely  angry,  and  her 
anger  was  lo  her  a  terrible  and  sickening  thing 
that  hardened  her  soul  to  granite,  hut  set  lier 
body  trembling  and  .shaking  as  though  dissohi- 
lion  were  at  hand.  She  gave  no  heed  then 
to  the  charge  Dana  had  made — merely  flung  it 
from  her  as  she  might  have  flung  off  a  noisome 
insect:  the  bitter  failure  of  his  love  was  all  that  .she 
could  .see. 

"lie  is  not  worth  bothering  a])Oul,"  she  said  with 
a  gesture  of  dismissal;  but  .still  the  humiliating  i)h^.  si- 
cal  weakness  held  her. 

Presently  a  maitrs  entrance  with  letters  acted  like 
a  call  to  arms,  steadying  her  nerves  and  giving 
her  back  her  composure.  Sh<-  announced,  with  a 
coolness  that  startled  herself,  that  Mr.  Malo';-  had 
been  called  to  New  York;  and  .so  took  up  .i^-ain  the 
interrupted  business  of  living.  She  had  to  make 
th(^   announcement   ni-:i!!^'    liincs   in    flie    weeks    !]!:'.! 
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rullouv.l:  .„.!  ,u  v.r  \nUm-  I,.mI  .!,<.  Invn  m.  I.rav.. 
\Mlli  •'"■latnily.  M.lM.Muill,  ,•,•^ll,^^l;.,u■,.^. 

-J.IK  y  i\  ,|,.v.l„piii^' (jiiitr  a  iiiaiiiicr,"    \,nil   M  ,,• 
f.n,rl   co.Kv.ir.l.     -Marna^.-   |.,   1,,-innino    |,.,.  ,.„;  - 

.Mr...    .Mnilu-irr    Cuylrr    \\;,.    -.,(    I„,„„.;>    .,„,,    |  ,j^.^. 

IxIiiihI  liic  iiiii. 

••Vr^,>iu-.vallyl,a.        il  i.,"  (ou.ln  Su>i,.  aK-vr,!. 
""■   l^'""ly   were   Unnhhv^W  a.vor.lant    ul,,,,   A 
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Mai-an-l  praiM.I.      "  An.j  |,ou  pnl  |y  >i,r  |n,.|<.! 
*'lf;.I.I.ii.i-s  ,\;,  .,,al   iHai.lili,.,.;-  ua>  llu-  I.laml 

^•nsurr.  Hr,„-  in  a  l.cniVnant  „i(„„I,  Aui.l  M;,,-- 
;^^MVt  prornlly  ivpralcj  lj,i>  |„  Liu-v:  -S„'.,V 
;-'<!  I  liav,.  JM.I  ;,-,,,-r.|,  n.y  .h.„-,  ll.al"  I.appi.H.s 
i>  a  pval  hraulifi,.,-.-  Lu.-y'.  ,,-,,,  .j,,,,  ^„„, 
^-IllllIIl,i,^  mcl  licr.s  Wilhoill  fliliclifli;;-. 

"A!..  I  u.M,  y(,„  uonM  1.1   nu^ivr  y,,,.  anollur 
flip  ol  I. a.  '  via-  nhiriicd. 

H>«-  l.a,l  (,„il,.  ...  ,,uxv,ss  tl.al   aflrrnoon,  an.l.  i„ 
^'    ''^'l-'l.    nru-    I'a.I.i,,,,,    slu>    ,.„joy,.,I    j,.      J,,.,    ^j,;,.;, 
M'TMly    furI„M-!..„    .s<,n>.u-,    |„rnr,|    pas>ioMal,lv    l,i 

T"'"'"*'"*-  ''''■'•  .von,i:,nu.nc,niu.fa,uilvlHm.rc.cl 
;'''";'li-'%vi>fMyM.rpriM.,|.   Mori inK-r, Jr. j„H.,„|on 

iK--^  (Ik- elKurlK.>i.l..  la,-  ulu.n™-i(  was  vacant. 
^^  >v  <!on"l  you  like  u.-r  h.  .Im-andocl,  when 

llH'  calls  on  Wha.l  slackened.  At  l.-r  protest,  he 
cx|>Iainr.I  with  I.oy.-.h  l.lunlne.s  that  she  aiwavs 
"rnl  v.i'l,-|h..  poky  .;■:,., .r  the  faniilv." 
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"Hilt    I  nr\»r  -ii|)f)()>r(l  lliit    tlic  ^.ly  vi,l,.  wtniM 

like  Ilir.""  -!|f  ■>;;i(|.  -d  liaurly  lli.it   lir  -Iioulftl. 

"I  ll-((l  Id  l)f  di  ;itlily  al'lMnl  of  _\oii.'"  he  coiifidccl. 
'■riiiiidl  a  l>it  now.  Siippo-r  we  liavi- a  Icariii^' old 
llirlalioii  while  Dana  i^auax?" 

"Siippd^c  \vc  do,""  saiil  l.iicy.  "Only  yon  will 
lia\('  to  >>Iio\v  nn'  how.      I  liaNcnt  lln'  l<'a>t  idea.'" 

"Oh.  I  will  I""  lif  j)roini^('d.  'I"h(ii  an  older  rela- 
li\t'  di>i)l. .(•(•(!  him,  l)riii;,'in^'  nj)  .some  one  who  !ia<l 
Ix'^'^'cd  an  introdnction.  Otlurs  followed.  If  they 
were  (h>C'ovcrin;,'  her.  she  wa^  al^o  discovering,'  Iheni. 
She  iiad  not  drejiined  thai  >he  (Mjnld  he  s(»  at  home 
wilh  this  "^,'ay  .sitle"  ol"  her  lainily.  What  in'cc 
peoi)le  tln\-  were!  And  >lie  had  oidy  to  >how  her- 
M'lf  willini,'.  U)  turn  them  all  into  friends. 

"I  shall  nee*!  friends,"  sju>  a<lmilte<l.  IJien  shi\ - 
ere(l  away  from  what  lay  hack  of  the  thoui^ht. 
.*^In'  saw  the  rooin.-^  omplyin:,'  with  a  regret  thai  was 
half  terror. 

Mrs.  Mortimer  C'nyler.  hamlsome  and  resplen- 
dent, piiiiscd  amusedly  to  lay  a  finger  on  her  burning 
cheek. 

"Why,  Lucy,  you  are  coming  out."  sh-  said. 
"1  had  no  idea  you  were  such  a  flirt."" 

"Don't  let  them  go,  Aunt  Frances,"  Lucy  hegged. 
"Make  Laura  >ing." 

Others,  ovi'rhearing,  took  up  the-  ref|uesl,  and 
the  (laughter  of  (he  It  'ist    .vas  j)resently  led  to  the 
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F>'an.,.      II<.r  r,>„(r;ill„    voU-v   swcpl    rid.lv    H.n,„.rl, 
llM-  roo.ns,  .il,.ncin<,^  tlu>  f.-w  .cUUtccI  ^^roup.s  th-.l 
'•'•'"^"uvl.     Tin-  dvuv.uul  for  an  (-ncorc  wa.  insiMri.f 
•"'«'   Mrs.   Cuyirr,   will,  a  .unling  glance  at   L.jcv 
iniirmurfd  a  rt(jiit'>(. 

"I  ;n..  not  s.uv  I  know  il."  Laura  ohj.rtrd-  -J-ll 
''•y,  tl.ot,^!,.  K  is  an  Iri>l,  song  of  C  ou>in  Dana's  " 
>Ii.-  .Hl.lc.l  t.,  fhosf  about  Irt.  "I  have  seen  it  onl'v 
in  maiuiscripl." 

Shr  .stn.ck  a  chonK  and  Lncy,  .standing  in  fho 
<l<'orway,  f<.i.  |),,  o,,,nn.|  shak.  and  o,K-n  nndrr  h.-r 

<''-t-  Hu-  «lancv<l  ahont  for  a  way  of  <vsca,K- 
l>'>t  some  one  was  placing  a  cl.air  for  her,  ar„l 
n.rre  was  no   clear    way    ont.      So   .he    sat    ,lown 

>'-aveIy  enrl,  h(  r  hands  foIde<J  lo<rv^hrv  on  her 
kne(>. 


'All.  M..tIi.T  „f  rhrlsf,  who  tr.Hl  tliis  path 
\i>n  wtTc  Mary,  too,  like  inc— " 


The  rich  voice  was  liiinne.l  to  evoke  wild  inia^^-s  ~~ 
Jihosfs  and  dreams  and  a  ioneness  that  rose  to  a 
iiiinnting  cry. 

"  't  is  fortnnafe  Ihal  I  ,n,  too  angry  to  have  am- 
"';"•';  i^ucy  spoke  as  (,,n-elly  to  her  soni  as  she 
nn^ht  have  to  a  neighbour.  "Otherwise,  this  son« 
womM  have  broken  it.  I  am  glad  that  I  don't  feel 
tJ»'"^'s   any    longer.      It    is   a    great    gain.     I   never 
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>upi)()M'(l  thai  I  fould  -,it  llir()u<,'h  this  and  not  care 
in  tin-  k'a>t.     I  am  very  proud  of  iny.M'lf." 

"Von  wore  Mar\    Almic  like  nul" 


crooni'd  I  lie  Ioiij,'in^f  xoicc. 

"I'd  l)clt«T  keep  on  talking,'  Id  myself;  it  is  safer," 
went  on  the  >ilent  nionokj^'ne  over  hy  the  (N)or. 
"I  am  a  coward  in  man\-  ways,  hut  a  ^'oo<l  sohlier 
under  fire.  I  (k)n't  j,'o  to  pieces.  'I'hal  isn't 
boasting  —  it  is  merely  reminding'  myself.  If  takes 
a  ^'oofl  soldier  to  sit  like  this  where  every  one  can 
look,  and  let  herself  he  torn  to  hits  without  ^'ivinij 
a  si<,'n.  And  I  am  not  really  minding;  it;  I  don't 
think  she  sink's  it  very  well.  Oh,  if  .shr  troiihl  only 
■stop!  Lucy,  Lucy!  I  was  called  a  flirt  to-day. 
I>n't  that  too  fumn  ?  I  didn't  know  it  was  flirtiiiL' 
till  .Vunt  Frances  said  x).  hut  it  was  very  amusiiifr. 
I  must  do  it  a^ain.  She  is  im'xin^-  uf)  the  words: 
it  is  the  'lone  white  mist'  that  is  to  her  knee.  Still, 
I  never  thou^'ht  much  about  the  words  —  the  nnisic 
was  what  I  car(>d  about.  That  was  a  lumdred  .\-ears 
ajro,  l)efore  I  had  died  and  th(>  worms  had  eaten  me. 
()  (io(i,  if  she  would  only  stop!  T  tell  you,  I  don't 
care.  lie  has  jrone  out  of  my  life.  That  part  of 
it  is  ('  .(>.  I  can  do  without  lov(\  I  am  c:()in<,'  to  l)e 
bi^'  a.al  wise  and  calm:  I  must  e\i)ecl  to  be  hurt  like 
this  very  often,  and  sitting  here  is  spU-ndid  training. 
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I  am  -I.kI  I.)  prove  that  I  can  do  it.     I  woiiMn't  cry 

if  it  c.-l  IMC  my  -  -  ,,Ii.  will  it  ncvrr  end?     I  ani  tiot 

really  in  pain  —  I  „i,ly  think  I  am.      My  heart   is 

nnlhin-!  I,nt  a  lit  ll.- eoj.j  piece  ..f  o.,.,.,„it(..  with  a  crack 

in   i(.      It    i>  -()()(!   to  l)e  done  will,   the  whole   Ihinjr. 

I    niii.l    plan    hou    I    >hall    (ill    my   day...      If    [    h.HJ 

p'iieil  and  paper,  it  wonid  he  .•a^'cr.      Dana  always 

planned    every  thin-    on     the    hacks    of    envelopes. 

J-iicy,    Ency,  don't!     I   nni.t    k.-ep  np.     If  I  conhi 

only  die  of  it.      1  am  >o  ill.      Oh.  the  wall>  -  look    - 

>"•••<■    llH-y   come!      If    I    am   kille<h    I   can   cry  all    I 

^^■"' •     l^""'-''  l<'V(-.  I  tried  not  to  break  down  — 

I  di,|  try " 

As  the  son--  came  (o  an  cn<l.  a  startled  movement 
al)onl     the    doorway    checked    the    apj)Ianse.     Mr^. 
Dana   Majone  liad  fainted.     .>^he  was  (|nickly  lifted 
into  the  n-.\l  room,  and  in  a  few  moment..  Mrs.  Cuy. 
I'T  came  out  to  rca>sure  the  um-is.     It  was  nothin-: 
Ency  had  Ihh-ii  ovcTexciled,  and  was  all  ri-ht  now. 
tli«Mi.-h  her  nerve>  were  nf)set.     There  was  a  little 
invisil.le  snn'lin-  anion-  the  older  women,  and  vyv- 
l>n>w>    were    imjH-rceptil.ly    lift,,!.     'l']u..e   faintin-s 
of  ycnm-   married   women    were   not    n>nallv   fatal. 
Il'ey    ir.,pli,-d.     Th.Mi    Annt    Trances    went    hack    in 
Lncy,  who  lay  with  her  face  to  the  wall,  and  sohhed 
and  Noljhed. 

•■If>   n<.lhin-:   I   can't   heli,  if,"   she  .>tamnKTcd. 
"Oh.  please  let  me.  jn>t  thi^  once!" 
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Aunt  Francc^s  >vn*  away  the  olluTs  and  h-l  her 
lia\('  it  oul.  >ittiiiLr  tii'>i(if  licr  in  irraccfiil  >ilciir(\ 
SIr'  woulil  lia\c  ktpt  her  ;ill  ni^iil.  luit  Lncy,  while 
anil  >|)('nt,  in>i^l('(I  on  ^oin^' lionu-  Her  aunt  kissed 
licr  li/^Iitly  on  Imlli  (■li(rk>. 

"Wc  don't  XT  hall"  ciiouuli  of  each  oilier  in  this 
^Teat  faniil\/'  -he  >ai(L  **  I  am  eonuni^  in  to  liave 
a  liltle  vi-it  with  you  in  tlie  niornin.u."'  Lucy 
I)re>>e(l  <:ralel'iil!y  ayain-^t  her.  hut  >aid  nothing,'. 

To  j,u"\'e  hefviH'  uj)  to  pain,  to  f'Ti^'et  pri(h'  and 
a(hiiil  tliat  >he  \\a>  hurl  e\en  unto  deall'.  w;is  ;i  wild 
reh'et".  alter  l!::;-"  I'ro/eu  days  and  ni^dils.  Lue\' 
was  loo  levered  and  e\hau>te<l  to  <ii\-e  thouf^hl  to 
what  had  wrecked  llieir  liai)pine>N:  >he  (•ouhl  oidy 
cry  out  l)lindly  for  what  wa>  io-t,  and  al  kist  con- 
jure up  a  pre>(  lice  Ihal  look  her  inio  comforting 
arm>  and  let  her  fall  a-leep  wiih  her  check  on  a  dream 
>liouider. 

In  the  mornint?  slie  felt  curiously  blank  and  ill. 
The  aiifiuish  of  the  nijj:ht  ix'fore  seeme(l  as  unreal  as 
a  ni^'htniare.  The  only  realities  were  her  hodily 
nuM-ry.  and  the  fact  that  Aunt  Franc(>;  was  comirii^ 
to  find  oul  what  wa>  the  mailer.  Dread  of  the 
visit  j,'oaded  her  into  drau'ijiii.u:  liers»-lf  from  bed  and 
dressin,:,'.  Tlu'  one  clear  lhou<,dit  in  her  confused 
mind  \va-<  that  she  must  escape  it.  Before  Mrs. 
Mortimer  Cusler  could  >et  oul  >he  was  told  over 
the  telephone  that  Mrs.  Malone  had  run  up  to  the 
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Shorr   hollM.   lor  ;.    frw   .|;,y..    ;,U(1    U-oill,i    f;,ll    U).   Jut 
.unit  u  hfii  ^||(■  caiiic  liaclc. 

Sled  h.nl  I'al!,-,.  ;,I..!.-  II,,.  ,.„;,.(,  ati.I  I I,r  hare 
ln'<'s  were  clasliii..-  (|,rir  Iry  fujus  i„  a  -lillrr  „f 
.^ln>M-  snnliVhl.  Uvynwl  ||„.  :r,vaf  h,,„M-  (h,-  M-a 
was  liviii-  >a|.pl,irc.  an. I  il>  c.l.l.  ,all  l.nalli  came 
lip  lli<"  cliir.  likr  a  I.nr^f  nl  l.raltl,.  An  a-.-.i  ,.(,|li,. 
''■""'■'I  «'""  l<.«|iH>>li.,n  Ihc  arrival.  lI,,,,  ucpl  aloud 
1<»- joy,  ;m.l  Irir.l  I-  ,an,l,<,|  will,  a  ,lcar  ri.li(M.I.,u>- 
ncss  llial  nia.l,.  hi.  nn->lrr,.  Ian-li.  The  carHakcr 
sloofi  licaniini;  in  the  .|oor\va\ . 

-II"  r<l  Ii.kI  niorclinic.  nicni."  >!„■  was  apolo-izin-f. 
Ilrr  .lani^hlrr.   scarl.f    ui||,   l.aM,..   was   scurrvin"- 
-III   <»!'  >io|,|    uiil,  hrusli.'s  a-ul  cloths.      The  -n'atcr 
Piirl  <.r  Ih.-  ho.rM-  was  cIom'.I,  !,nt  a  downstairs  >uil(' 
''•'•'    '••'•"    I'"'    '•!    i-cadin.'ss.    and    Li^-    fin-s    liohl,..| 
IIk'  nrwly  poli.shcl  andirons.       In  Ihr  lu-droon.  the 
sunh^ht  IVIl  >c,nar,ly  acro>.  Ih,-  l.rd.  and  ju.t  hchnv, 
id   lli<-  foot  of  (he  cliir.s,  the  surf  joanicj  over  black 
rocks.      I.ncy  hen  I  her  face  l(.  I  hi-  pillow. 
"Oil.  I  want  to.yo  to  |„.(!'"  she  exclaimed. 
She  lay  there  all  .lay  with  h.-r  eyes  on  the  sr  ,,  the 
collie    l„.si,|c   h.M-.    the    two   kin.l    women    zeJous    fo 
•serve.     She  had  come  h<.nie.  and,  j'or  lh     moment, 
wa.s  .Inlly  c..nl,>nl.      Hnt.  ir   llu-  ni-ht     a  miserv  of 
I'^"i.  awoke  h.T.      What   had  once  Iw  on  the  deare-,1 
''"''•■   *''    '"'•   ''■'■'•    ''^"1   <"nic    t..   he.   unheeded   an.l 
unreco-niz<-.l.   and    now   il    went    ,,wav   a-ain.      Fuv 
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,1  wi'ck  iil'lcrwiinl  -lif  l;iy  in  IIk  M|ii;irc  of  -niili.iilil 
iiiid  watclu'd  till  >(;i.  ;iii(l  xmtow  I'lllly  \vi>lu'(i  tlial 
licr  lil'c  had  lictii  I  lie  one  to  ;;<)  oiil . 

Ik-allli  \\a>  l)i(  allied  up  at  Iirr  out  of  (lie  AllaTilIc 
and  a  nrw  >()^ln^^■^  in  llir  wind  callrd  jicr  out. 
Intcrr^tin-  tliin,u>  were  ^'oin-,'  on  in  tiic  ^'ivcnlioiiM-s 
and  111*'  ^'ardrn,  and  prcM-nlly  >lir  Ixt^mii  lo  >li<>\v 
earthy  hands  and  an  intcrc-'.  in  xed  calalo;,uc>. 
JJut  with  hodily  health  came  the  nu'iid's  ine\ilai)le 
awakciun;:.  Lucy  had  a  rcniorMle>s  moral  inlelli- 
^reiicc.  She  -ould  not  walk  down  a  street  without 
holding'  a  m<-vv[  court  of  justice  on  every  Itlock: 
this  nur>emaid  was  unfair  to  her  ciiar^'c.  that  one 
showed  sense  in  a  cri>i->;  this  chautl'eur  was  >elfi>hly 
snatching  a  ri;iht  of  way  not  his  and  >hould  he 
spoken  to,  thai  chaulfeur  was  so  courteous  and 
considerate  that  om-  (|uile  longed  to  .smih-  at  him. 
The  moment  was  coming  when  >he  nnist  face  the 
charge  that  .she  had  flung  aside  in  her  anger,  and 
give  impartial  verdict. 

The  gardener  i)egged  a  word  with  her,  .ind  set 
forth  at  length  the  powers  of  a  new  fertili/er,  recom- 
mended at  Washington.  Lucy  listened  with  a 
worried  frown. 

"Hut  it  i>  twice  as  expensive  .is  the  oM;  and  \ou 
hav<>  alway.>  had  good  results,""  .>he  reminde'l  him. 
Then,  iiie\|)lical)ly  to  him.  >he  flushed  up  to  her  very 
hair.     "Still,   >ui)po>e  you    try    it,   if  >"ou   are  c(jn- 
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";•'"•"•-     ''■'•<•    nnlor,,vllal,I,    ,vonK    u.,,.    In.HlinK 

^''-'"    l'<-    •-•>:     -Vou    .n.    .    n,i..r.     Vow    Unc 

•"oM..y.     V.uhoanlil.      In  (.o.f.  nan,,.,  lor  wh.l  ? " 

J''"   <li.n-^v    u.s    lh,.,v,    unM^.i    in    livi...   IhIcts 

•••'•'•;'''■••  ^•'''•;nkin^>i,).L.,nl.h,.|,,av.lv  walk., I 
"■'■"'"  "''  '"  '■'•  I'-^ion-.l.-  .l.Mial  rouM  „ol  mtvc 
"•'•■'•-v:i(ua.ac.a..ior^,av,.jn.lK.,..     SI.,  do...! 

'•''•;'••''■•'  ■-i'''''in;,oullh.-ui.irulcollu..  ami  n..i.- 
U-rril  .-I  I. real  hi, -ss  \(iiv: 

-I  "ill  l„.  l„Vi„  ||,i.  if  I  ,|,v  „|   i,,..     -n,,,,  ^,„. 

■:'■■■' 1'' , '"r ■','■■  "■'■■^■"•'■"  "■  ■'  >i-'ti'i  <i.--.-.  .-u,.! 
';:"■■' ;' ' ■■""—  "f  ii„.  „..,  ,o  i,,,-„.  i„ 

UK'ir  cvkIcikv. 

Tlu>   ,lrl\.,Hv    rrow.lr.I    forwanl.     TIut-    ua>    lur 
J.'ra„,lfa(h.T,    lu-r    pnu-lic-J.     ,...„vfnl     n.o.l.r.     Ih. 

f;nn,]y  (on.  I.Ton.  lla.  Morlinu.r  (nyh.r.  l.a.i  l.n.k.n 
^nvay  an<l  inlro.lucv.l  ,v<.kl,...  ursv  .lan,lani>:  llawv 

WMsprrnkmrwilhlKTMnVt  r.ul.  a!>ou(  llu-  vrarlv 
""■""'7  ']'''''''  -^  ^'  '!-"-•;  il-'v  wa>  ,.i,hf.on's 
^•x^nnpl.  iu  a  .sp,.„,liln-ift  a,v.  Tlun,  ^vlu-n  llu- 
flaniour  of  ju.lifieadon  ,1,V,1  ,lou  n.  ollu-r  vokvs  h...,,,. 
to  makr  (luMns,.!v<vs  juard.  Tl,.y  u.re,  at  /irs| 
'^^■'v  wJ„.sper.s-uMluv,Ic..i  cnuncnl.  and  sn.ilrs' 
some  words  under  an  ancicn  cartoon  of  A.lria.^ 
C  uykT,   shown   scpuvxin^   a   eo[n   until   it    dripp.,!, 

';;"^r' ^  ^:''^'^- -'•'•'-'•-  <lr.ary  .ucce>Mon.  . IH- 
'"tie  lraged.es  of  luTnuuTi..,lhf,,     She  reUKWuLerecl 


KVKIl  A  FT! :  11 


'2t!) 


every  one,  oven  lliaf  wrclclicd  nKMiiciit  of  ;!rri\';il 
ill  Sail  I-'ranci^ro;  and  tliiii^->  ()i!l\-  liali'  iiiidtr.^tootl 
IxI'orf,  >i^'ii>  <>!'  liiii't  \aliaiitly  ar^'iicd  aua>,  lifcaiin' 
li()rril)l\'  i)Iaiii  in  the  x'afcliiiij^'  Ii:^iil  ol"  tlio-c  Ia>t 
\V(»r<U.  **  Vou  >a\('  it  ("or  il>  own  >akc.  ^Oii  hale 
l(t  ^dvc.      The  iiiraiic>l  >iM  (■!!  carlli 

Suddenly  >lie  ro^e  I're'ii  her  chaii-,  l()(»ki!i<;  al>nuf 
her  with  starth'd  eyes,  a-^  (Inni^h  on  changed  >nr- 
roinuh'iiirs. 

'"It  is  trnel"  -lie  >aid  aloud. 

The  verdict  was  "(luilty."  It  remained  only 
to  jjronouncc  M-nlence.  Day  after  day  I.ucy  loi- 
tered about  the  beautiful  old  place  wilh  ahx-nl, 
liauided  ey<'s.  Her  face  lost  il.>  childi>h  curve,  hiil 
took  on  a  spirituality  that  deeixiied  it-  loveliness 
to  a  rare  beauty.  Then,  one  nioniinir,  >he  came  out 
dressed  for  dei)arture,  an  exalled  light  in  her  face, 
as  of  a  .soul  that  ha>  reci'i\ed  it^  order>. 

She  had  sent  word  that  ^he  wa-  coming,  and  Inr 
own  coachman  was  waiting  for  her.  greeting  ready; 
but  Lucv.  usuallv  the  mo>l  conrteou-^  of  mistresses, 
seeme<l  to  forg«'t  that  >he  had  been  away. 

"Xot  home  yet  —  to  Mr.  lJattle">  office,"  .-he 
said  briefly. 

All  Lucy'.s  aft'airs  were  cared  for  in  the  office  of 
Stanley  Battle:  an<l  her  manner  of  l)u>iness  dealings, 
the  >weetn(\ss   and   >hyne>s  and   desire  not    to  give 


ilicir  power  (»f  anxious  >[frnn('s>,  uch'  .ui  cndlc-.s 
aimiMiiiciil  lo  an  ohscrvani  unillcniati  who  had 
known  holli  h<T  (Jraiidlal  h.r  (  nylrr  and  her  (Jrcal 
Annl  IJflly.  Hnl  Ihr  |;,|cni  -linmicr  in  Mr.  Haltlc's 
(■\«s  was  qnr-nchcd  llii>  nioriu'n^-  w  lien  Lncy  liad 
>ralcd  hcrxll'  I'ac  in:;  l,i,„  j,,  i),,.  private  ofFice.  'j'he 
n>nal  friendly  pn  liininaries  were  ahrnfjlly  eni  ont. 

"Well,  I.uey?"  h<-  asked,  and  look  np  the  paper 
knile  llial  always  >erved  to  eii^Mp'  his  n|;,iice  when 
clients  jiad  diflicnil  lhin,:^s  to  say.  Jn  spiti-  of  her 
while  cheeks,  it  wa>  easier  i\,v  her  to  sp,-;ik  than  il 
often  liad  hecn  alx.nt  some  trivial  mailer.  Wlial 
she  had  n(„„.  ||,rou-h  had  swei)l  ii>i«l«>  the  lit  lie  fears 
an<l  lie^itatioiis. 

"Mr.  Hal  lie.  I  have  made  a  discovery,"  sli,- 
iMMran  .slowly.  "I  suppose  every  one  (>lse  lias  known 
it :  l)ul  I  have  only  jusl  found  il  out.      I  am  a  nu"ser." 

lie  visihly  slarled,  then  drew  hreatli  lu  protol, 
l)ul  she  checked  him. 

"Xo.  Lei  me  >ay  It  all.  for  II  Is  not  easy.  Oidy 
yon  have  n(,(  to  miderstand.  .\  nn'ser  loves  money, 
hates  lo  pari  with  it.  >aves  il  for  Us  own  sake  —  not 
i'o-r  what  he  can  do  with  il.  And  thai  is  what  I  have 
I'cen.  It  Is  a  mean  sin  —  one  of  th(>  meanest  on 
c;irth.  It  has  nearly  wrecked  my  married  life. 
Dana  didn'L  want  the  niomy  :  It  wasn't  that.  But, 
don't  yon  know,  if  you  commit  a  mean  sin  over  and 
»)ver  in  a  person's  siyhl.  he  is  s,,  hurt  fli.it  ho  nnn'f 
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-laiul  il?'  Sui)i)(>M>  he  1i;hI  lied  l(.  iiif.  I'or  iii-l.iii«v. 
cvfi-v  (l;iy:  1  iini>l  liii\f  -lirmik  I'rom  liini.  ^towii 
Iri^lit fully  >rii>iliv<-.  iUn\'\  yi.u  >(■<•?  Oil,  you  uui»l 
uiulcr-laiid,  you  niu-t  follow  wlial  1  am  Iryiui:  to 
1(11  you!"*  Shr  wiuu<,'  lu  r  hamU  iu  .>u(ltl(ii  (lojuT- 
aliou,  l)ul  lii>  (|uirl,  •■Vr>,  l.ucy,  I  uudcr^laiui,"* 
>lca(lic<l  luT  a^'ain. 

"I  (lidiri  dream  it.     I   thought   li«-  >im|)ly  wasn't 
very  wisi-  about  money.     And  he  i>n*L  you  know 

a  faint  >nule  >liowcd  for  an  in>lanl  "l»ut  tli<- 
real  \vron<,'  wa>  all  mine.  And.  at  Ia>l,  wcck>  a^i'o, 
he  -  went  away.  He  said  lie  had  to  earn  his  own 
living'.  1  had  liumilialed  him.  lie  said  Iw  would 
never  a^ain  -  Hve  on  my  money.""  The  pain 
of  the  words  cauj,'ht  at  her  breath,  but  her  eye^  were 
clear  as  blue  flames. 

''You  had  to  know  every ihin.i,',""  -he  went  on, 
before  he  could  ^^peak.  '"  What  I  have  -'>"^'  ihrou^di 
since  then  — never  mind  that.  Hut  here  is  where 
I  have  come  out.      It    all   lies  in,  'If  lliy  ri-ht  hand 

offend     thee- '     There     is     no    other    solution. 

I  can  not  trust  myself  to  hv  different  -to  stay 
dilferent.  It  is  like  a  l)irthniark""  she  drew  her 
hand  across  her  breast  -  '"  a  i)art  of  me.  I  could 
always  be  made  generous  for  the  moment:  but  my 
imagination  never  slays  awake  for  the  next  case. 
So  I  am  going  to  mak«'  over  the  bulk  of  my  i)roperty 
to  mv  husband.     Dun"t  protest  —  don"l  warn  and 


-'^  i:vi:n  wivn 

■■"IviM.  ......     [w;,nl  tl.ixl.Hi.nou.M,  Mcn(,U!tlioul 

1ft tin;,'  Oaiia  know." 

Mr  HailK.  M,.,.I,.,|  tl,.- ,,,•,[„  r  knilV  lor  1,;    ,,u  n  >.k|.. 

Mi^'lil    ri<j|    s,,iiic  (•(.iiipioiiii-.r y  I,,.   |),n.\v 

out. 

"^••>:   llirr.-  i>  ,„„.  cnnipn.iniM..      I   w;,.  cniiri;,' 
'""'^'t-      I  will  k.T,>  ihfSli.MvlM.UM-.  ;.ih|  t.n  lli.,n- 

Nill.l  ;,  y,.;,r,   ulnVI,   y,,„   ;,,v   (.,   |u,,l  ,.vvi-   I,,  ,1,,       K 

N«»i  .•'(•.•,11  <.r  ii,...(  i..  ,,,,„  ii„,„„^,,  ,„^.  ,_._,_^,^  ^  ;; 

Hut  if  Dana  ,sl,„ul.|  lo^r  all  H,,.  ,v.|  .,,i.l  hv  n,;.y, 
yon  kn.,u-  ;,u,,i„  (|,,,|  ,.,,,.  |i,,|,.  ,„.,,. i„„.„  ^,^^;,^; 
na.lic.l  <,„f  -uc-  (MM  ,vl:T„i  il,,.,.,.  •.,1,1  ),av,. 
cnon-li  t(,  liv,.  ,„,.  Xo  ,,|1,,,,.  (,,ni),ro,iiiM'.  I  hr.vr 
'"■<•"  lliroii-!,  iIhui  all:  1  !„  o,,„  H  ,,(  way.  Will  y,„i 
«'<»  >■'-  ri-ht  uu^sy  II,.  I,„,kc(|  inl<,  hi-  uhiir  u'|ou- 
ol'luT  face,  and  look  Ik  r  Iian.l  l.clu.vn  lii>. 

"I  have  licanl  noljiinu-  l„if  -o,m1  (.f  y,,,,,-  Jni  Land. 
I^ucy.  I  l„.|u.v,-  Dial  lie  i>  .-ui  lionoural.l,  and  np- 
ri^^lit  yonn-  frliow:  I  (,,,,1,1  mv  IJial  I,,'  ua>.  Hni 
liavcyon  llion-jit  wiiat  yonr  fann'ly  will  s;iy.-" 

Thm-  was  no  a>,Hc(  ||,.-,(  |,,uy  |,a,i  i.ot  fami. 
"Bnl  you  arc  to  kcj)  it  ahx.lnlciv  sccivl,"  >li,> 
rxplainr.l.  "Tli,-y  arr  no!  (o  fi„d  ,'.„l  until  it  is 
snch  an  old  .slo.-y,  Jt  ilov>n'[  nialfcr.  And  IJiat 
won't  ]>v  liard  —  (licre  is  so  litlK-  n  al  ,  >tato.  Mo>l 
of  it  will  In-  ju.f  a  uialltr  of  signal  uros  —  ruiut-  now, 
:in,l  Dana's  when  1  have  tol,l  liiui.-  II.t  hand' 
clung  lo  his.     -You  can  make  it  hard  or  t-asv;  l.ut 
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it  i>  ^i)\uii  l<»  Inipprii.  1  ;iiii  krcpiii-,'  the  ^'n'Jit.p 
thing,  Mr.  Batllr." 

He  \va>  not  yrl  won  over;  l>ul  Lncy'>  atlair^  wen- 
ill  ii.T  own  control.  an«l  >li'  wa^  «|iii.tly  nady  to 
lakr  tb'.'in  out  of  lii>  oilier  that  very  .lay  it'  lir  di.l  ih.I 
carry  out  Ikt  wishes.  At  la^t  lir  literally  thnw 
up  his  li  iiuls. 

•"And  if  some  day  you  conic  hack  to  rale  nie  ior 
tiij. ••  he  said,  riMUg.     She  was  pulling  oil"  her 

gloves. 

"Lei  me  sign  everything  right  now,"  >h  •  >aid. 

The  horses  grew  very  re>tle>s  and  the  eoaehnian 
very  hungry  before  Lucy  at  la>l  cauu-  out 

"Oh.  I  am  sorry,  Nichols.  I  forgo'c  you  were 
waiting,"  she  exclaimed,  and  there  wa>  a  light  in  her 
face,  a  beauty  of  peace,  that  even  a  hungry  coach- 
man might  rot  miss. 

"It's  all  right.  ^liss  Lucy,"  he  said,  reverting  to  the 
name  under  vhich  he  had  driven  her  for  twenty  years. 

It  seemed  )  Lucy  that  her  ;)nly  ta>k  now  wa>  to 
wait  Dana  would  come  or  send.  Since  >he  had 
climbed  the  barrier  and  seen  things  with  hi>  eye>. 
she  was  as  sure  of  his  love  as  she  was  of  the  breath 
of  life  in  her  own  body.  Sooner  or  later,  it  would 
bring  him  back.  Her  spirit  aclied  U)V  him,  strug- 
gling alone  in  his  hurt  pride,  but  she  knew  that  he 
must  succeed,  nnist  come  to  her  on  hi^  own  terms. 
Nothing:  less  would  satisfy  him. 
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Then  were  l)c;4f,'in^'  |iII<t>  in  I,iic\'>  mail  the  iu\l 
iiiDriiiii^'.  Slir  slarlfd  udrricdiy  to  coii^idcr  tlu'iii, 
llini  toil'  IIkiii  a(  |(>>>  uilli  a  laii;^'Ii. 

'■'Iliat  i-  l)aiia'>  l»ii>iiirs-,  now  I"  \\a->  In  r  lli(iu;^|il. 
A  Ways  and  Means  ( "oniinil  ttc  nniintlcd  Ikt  liial 
a  \rry  iniportani  iiicttin^'  was  to  l»t  held  llial  niorn- 
Iwj.  and  nr;,'t'd  li-.r  attendance;  l.nev  lan;;lied  ai/ain, 
a>  ini^(liie\()n^l\  a>  tlie  ;:irl  of  Sk\-  l-'arni.  and  ran 
upstair-  lo^'el  out  lier  [)aints.  For  two  happy  hours 
-lie  lalxiured,  and  sent  iu\isil)le  niessa;,'e>  of  love  and 
ho|)e  to  Dana,  and  san;,'  under  her  lireath. 

'"I'd  hetler  sla\c,"'  she  warned  jierself.  "I  may 
ha\-e  to  sell  ni\  work--,  if  Dana  doesn't  allow  me 
enou^li."  Then  she  lauirhed  aloud,  and  i)Ut  out 
her  arms  to  him.  heedless  of  palette  aiuJ  hru.shcs. 
'Darlinj,'  hoy,  do  hurry,"  she  hrealhed. 

A  slow  step  and  a  ruslle  on  the  stairs  l)r()Uf,'lit 
a  craxcn  desire  to  hi<le.  She  had  not  told  any  t)ne 
that  --he  was  hack.  Iiul,  of  course,  the  family  knew 
il.  Tiiey  always  knew.  Ami  no  one  i>ut  an  aunt 
could  mount  (|uile  so  like  an  ai)[)r()achin<,'  doom. 
A  tiny  clanking'  told  that,  at  least,  it  was  not  Aunt 
Mar<faret;  Mrs.  Ste|)hen  (iiyler  had  no  u.se  for 
lor;,Mions  and  vanity  boxes 

"Well,  Lucy,  I  took  the  liberty  of  coming  up;" 
Mr.s.  Mortimer  Cuyler  was  >uflicicntly  worldly 
to  make  a  cheerful  entrance,  even  if  her  errand 
might  be  uncheerful,  and  Lucy  was  grateful  for  the 
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rr^pilr.     A>  a  youn^.r  \Noinan.  Ami.I    Fran.r,  I.;.. I 
,,.,,,   hi.  an.l   i.lai...   ».ul    with    nialuntv   ami   ulnl.- 
hMirl.a.lr,mM-aMnnrviH(lr,lmtlotlHaul>.      IV  nplr 
.larr.l  at   hrr  on  Hm"  >lnrt.  jun.p.a  I-,  -rvr  \uv  i.i 
,.;„•.;   arul    thou^'h    >lu-   l.oiv    Hu^    l..lat<.l    ll.Nv.rn.^ 
with  .li^'uily,  a>  a  lar^M-  w.m.an  mu..I.  h.  r  rnjny.n.ut 
,,f  it  cnpt  oul  in  Htllr  ^M-^turr.  aiul  turn,  of  h.r  w.ll- 
,,,mc.l  hra.I  and  in  Hh-  ^'ay  asMiranc-  of  h.r  ^nnlr. 
\Wrn    a    trying'    ^rran.l    conl.l    n..t    (piitr    .hn.    h.r 
r„nM'i(.nsm-ssof  ih.-.l.-H.-hlfiil  niira'l.-. 

-I  havrn'l  fur^'ott.n  that    I  proin.MMl  lo  call  y..u 
up.  Aunt    l-ran(c>;'    Lucy   >ai.l.     -1    a.n   only   just 

'mps  Cuvlcr  lookc.I  al  th.-  ^k.tch  an.l  wa>  !>l.-a- 
;,„llv  appreciative,  th.n  w.-nl  on  l.>  fan.ily  n.ws 
„„,r.iu.-.li..ns  ahoul  th.'  country,  l.u.y  s  alaruM-.l 
heart    was  ,,uicting  down   when,   without    warnu.',', 

the  attack  came. 

"Lucy    1  have  ju>t  luanl  >oine  annoying  go>MI). 
Idon'tbelievea  wor.L.f  il.l.'-t   I  think  you  .>ui,d,t 
to  know  that   it   i>  hvuv^  ^ai.l.''     T.,  en,pha>./.-  the 
.nnmporlance  of   the  connnunicalion.   Mr>.   (  uxar 
produced  a  liny  round  n.irror  on  a  ^..M  han.lle  an.l 
looked  critically  at  one  line  ey(>.     Lucy's  thought 
luid  leaped   to  Mr.   Battle,  and  >he  .st.tlVned   ni  a 
panic  of  dread   and   anger.     "It   i>  about   Dana, 
.\unt  Frances  added. 

Lucy's  colour  came  Sack  in  a  reheved  ru.>h  and 
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she  s;mk  down  on  llu-  iicnrcst  cliair.  "Thrn  if 
i->n"l  Inic,"  >lic  >iii(l.  so  convincinf,'ly  lli  -Irs.  Cny- 
Icr  felt  I'rcc  to  drop  I  lie  mirror  and  sotllc        \. 

"1  was  snrc  of  llial.  It  was  loo  absnrci.  (Lucy, 
don't  you  Ukv  tlioc  >1io<vn?  I  am  trying  a  new  man.) 
Rut  llu'u.  whoi.  thcdiild?" 

"The  dnid?- 

"Tlic  little  hoy  who  is  Ilvinfj  witli  lu'in.  Propic 
arc  saying  -  all,  one  can"!  .I'fx'at  such  thinj^'s  to 
you."  Anid  Frances  attain  had  recourse  to  the  little 
nnrror.  "Rut  you  must  expect  ^'os>ip,  Lucy,  if  yon 
two  stay  ajjarl  so  long." 

Lucy's  downca-t  face  (old  nothing.  "I  want  to 
know  ju>t  what  is  heing  said,"  slie  insisted. 

'"Why.  it  came  tlirough  a  friend  of  Laura's,  whose 
Lrotlier  sat  next  a  New  "\  ork  painter  at  a  dinner 
the  other  in'^ht,     Ludlow  —  was  tliat  the  nanie.^" 

"LuiMam!"  Lucy  spoke  so  >har|)ly  that  the  other 
paused  in(|uiringly.  "A  lialefnl  little  man.  He 
doesn't  like  Dana,  .\unt  Frances.     Flea.^e  go  on." 

"I  hav(>iri  it  very  clearly.  Tiie  tale  was  tliat 
something  unpleasant  had  happened  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  that,  as  a  re>ull.  Dana  was  living  perma- 
nently in  New  York  with  tliis  I)o\ ." 

".\nd  people  suppose  that  it  i>  his.'"  Lucy  was 
aghast.  "AMiy,  it  is  >()me  nui  ic  pupil,  of  course. 
I  never  in  my  life  heard  anything  so  silly,  so  out- 
rageous.    That  Ludlam 
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-You  can't  -coM  .l.i"t.  KOS-.M..  my  <loar  Luc.v. 
Mr..   fuvl.T  kIu,kv,1   al    lur  wakl,   an,l   roso.        I 
„„„t  „„■_,„,.  „,as.cus..  cna-s  a.  ,  .-v.-...         --h 
vou  «o„l,i  Iry  1„t;  your  .-..lour  ,m.  1  «lK,t  .t  «a». 
Ot  conrM.,  I  .lo.n  k„ow  «l,al  is  kcop.ns;  Dana  ,n 
New  York;  l>ul.  it  h.  canM  Uavo.  yon  would  do  woll 
lo  go  llu-r.-.  it  yon  will  torsive  u,y  sayn.f!  it. 
Lncy  was  pullinR  oft  h.-r  paiutiuK  apron. 
-nl  lake  11...  one  o'eloek."  .ho  sa,d,  l.reathle., 
with    indinnalion.     "How    can    people    te,l    such 
wicked  lies!     llow  can  they!' 

Mr,,.  Cuyler  had  a  ,leliea.e  .hrn«      "^  >•;"'  T' 
live  apart -!••  she  ,«if!hl  have  sa,d.     But  she  l,.,.l 

.truck  that  note  once,  and,  getting  ""  -l'';":"'";'; 
would  not  try  aRain.  Lucy  was  not  snme,en^l.^ 
n.odern  t<-.  lie  attacked  will,  plain  qn.^tions. 

Long  before  she  had  reached  New  '.  ork  T.ucy  had 
forgotten  the  cause  of  her  going.  I'erhaps.  after 
,11.  her  righteous  wrath  had  been  largely  the  so     s 

pretext  tor  running  to  hin,.  It  was  ther,-.  a  ague 
upport.  to  serve  her  it  she  found  herse  1  unweleon.c 
-  but  at  that  word  she  laughe.l,  and  her  fmger, 
curled  tightly  into  her  pahns.  She  planned  no  n.tro- 
,U,elory  sentences.  It  wonhl  be  iu;t  an  opcnmg 
door,  then  "Eucy!"  and  "Dana!'  'f-'^^T 
.iiencc.  No  need  of  words.  She  was  glad  that  he 
was  making  the  Brst  move,  gh.l  of  "V-- -v;^'"^-  ;  ' 
of  past  pain.     Since  her  inlcrvew  w.th  Mr.  lUttl., 


wm 


.>s 


FA'KR  AFTHR 


iirr  >i)iiil  hail  IVIt  a  niarvclloiiN  lighliif.^.s.  Sin- 
M'ciiicd  to  \)v  skinmijng  over  the  awakening  country 
on  puJM'd  \viIlg^, 

I'rovidcncc,  New  London.  New  Haven,  New  York; 
a  dream  eon>(ioii>ne>s  of  >| reaming  human  cro\vd> 
and  llie  era>h  ol'  .streel,>;  tlici  a  >ndden,  dreadful 
awakem'i:g  al  liig,  new  ])()rlals,  chimsily  ornat<'. 
Lucy  slood  helplr-s  hel'orc  I  hem.  (error  slriekcii. 
bodily  •  naltic  lo  mow.  Dana  might  not  want  lier. 
She  set  do'vii  her  Iiag,  and  made  her  glove  an  excuse 
for  delay. 

"I  really  am  noi  very  well  fitted  for  this  world," 
.she  adnuMted,  with  a  gas])  for  hrealh.  Then  she 
cried  .sjiame  on  herself  so  effectually  tliat.  ihnr 
miiniles  later,  she  was  at  Dana's  dotjr. 

Fnnn  within  came  tin-  stodgy  heat  of  a  piano 
.study,  ])roken  al  frequent  intervals  by  little  flights 
of  notes,  escaping  in  riiiis  and  trills.  Lucy's  knock 
was  a  hare  touch.  Ijut  shaip  ears  heard  it,  and  the 
music  stopped.  The  door  was  opened  hy  a  small. 
<lark-skinne(i  hoy.  whose  mournfully  I»rown  eyes,  hy 
the  mere  act  of  heiiig  lifted,  gave  a  mi-leadiiig  effect 
of  pathos.      Lu(\  shrank  hack. 

"I  tiioughl  this  was  Mr.  Malone's  apartiuent,"' 
.she  apologized. 

"It  is.  hut  lie>  uot  here.""  The  hoy  hesitated, 
then  opened  the  door  wider.  "Did  you  want 
naisic  lesson-:-'""  he  suggesteil.      "Bieau-e  I  can  tell 
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you   when  h.  can  pv.  llu-.n   t,.  yon.     I   know  all 
alioul  hi>  afVair-.."' 

lucy  ^nil.-.l  a  lililr  and  camr  in,  hvv  f,'lan(v 
,>a>.ing  quirkly  al.oul  thr  roon..  In  >pil.  ol  |  ^n- 
,lacv  s  oHVrinKs.  it  Mvnu-.l  to  hrr  lonclun^My  bar., 
,,„!  1.  .  frar  wa>  >wall..wr.l  up  in  nujUu-nug  com- 
passion. She  tnr.u-.l  to  liic  taicurtainca  wuulows, 
that  shcnii^'ht  hide  her  face.  .     ,  ,.   .       . 

-When   will   he  he  l>ack:-"'   .>he  a>ke<l  ol)llviou.s,y 
of  Luis.     He  hesitated,  craftily  c.nM.leru.f,'. 

-Mr  Malone  is  a  most  re-markal.le  teacher, 
h,  announce,!,  standing  l>efore  her  with  hands  deep 
in  his  pocket>.  -Everyl-.ody  wants  to  he  lau^'ht 
,,,  ,,i,.,,  H,  ha.  only  a  little  time  left.  Two  th,.,.. 
cvenin-s.  i  .-an  wril<-  yunr  name  down;  ami  Hun 
prrhapshe  will  take   you."' 

The  ci.riou>  little  creature    wa.  he^dnnmg   to  en- 
j.a-e  her  attention.     -Ar.-  you  one  of  his  pupd..- 

slu-  asked.  •    "  i 

The  hoy's  chest  rose.     "Oh.  I  an,  lus  Luis,     he 

threw  off. 

"His-     what:-" 

-Hi>  Lui>.  I  hav"  come  from  San  I  anei^eo  lo 
live  with  him  an.l  l.eeome  a  pvat  mu>ician.""  ^ 

The  smile  wa>  .tricken  out  of  the  pretty  lady  s 
,.yos.     She    looked    frijzhtened,    hurt.     "Not    Luis 

Vahlez?"  .,    .     T   . 

The  namo  drew  a  fla..h  of  anger.     '"Nol     I  do  nol 
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kccj)  Ihc  iiiimc  oC  those  pi^s.  I  am  Mr.  Malono's 
Luis.  My  fatlicr  aiid  my  mother  will  lie  dt-ad  in 
fhf  ;j;Mttcr,  and  I  will  juiiip  over  thom  and  laugh!' 

llis  scorn  of  the  Fifth  Commandment  pa>>e(l 
unnoticed.  The  lady  had  >unk  down  on  die  couch, 
and  she  rocked  -lightly,  a>  though  the  pain  were 
.sharj). 

"Ah,  and  he  >ent  for  you;"  .she  covered  her  fa>'C 
with  her  hands.  "With  all  this,  he  sent  for  you. 
Oh,  my  dear,  my  dear!" 

"No.  he  didirt  send  for  me,"  Luis  contradicted. 
"I  brought  myself.  I  am  like  that.  I  can  do  any- 
thing." She  >eemed  so  glad  to  hea.  it  that  he  told 
her  more  of  Iii>  coming,  and  brought  out  a  treasured 
letti'r.  "1'lial\  what  he  wrote  me.  You  can  n  ad 
it  if  you  like." 

She  sal  so  long  over  the  letter  that  Luis  stood 
be>ide  her  to  help  her  out. 

"The  writing  i,-,  very  plain."  he  said.  "I  mad(> 
it  all  out  by  my>«  If.  That  is  "debt  of  gratitude' 
there.  Il  is  this  way:  'Mr.  Bynner  was  as  good 
to  me  when  I  was  a  boy  as  he  has  been  to  you.  .iid 
I  owe  him  such  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  I  want  to 
I)ay  it  to  you.'     That  means " 

"Yes.  I  know  what  it  means."  .she  interposed 
gently,  lier  fac<>  still  shielded  by  ]ier  hand. 

"He  is  'he  U-st  man  in  the  worhl."  Luis  stated. 
"I  would  let   my.M-lf  be  cut   in  pieces  for  him.  so." 
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His  hand  crisscrovscd  his  lifth-  body.      "I  am   to 
live  with  him  until  >h('  drives  me  out." 
"Who  <lrivcs  you  out?" 

-His  cat  or  a  wife."  Luis  >])at  out  tho  words, 
thru,  scciu^'  the  huly  rocoil.  a|)oIoKiz('d.  "I  <h)  not 
call  her  that  to  him  —  at  lra>l.not  auain.  I  thou^lit 
hf  wouhl  kill  mr."  He  >hivi-red  wi»h  an  a\vcd 
memory  of  the  moment.  "He  stood  so  — oh,  like 
a  lion!  Then  he  dropi)ed  his  hand  and  he  said, 
'Luis!  If  you  >peak  of  her  that  way  aj^'ain,  I  will 
liek  the  life  out  of  you!'  Oh,  he  was  lerrihle." 
Luis  settled  down  l)e>ide  Ik  r  with  a  wriir^de  of 
artistic  satisfaction.     "I  wish  you  had  seen  him." 

A  <,'entle,  gloved  hand  resti'd  on  his  shoulder. 
*'Perhap>  she  will  let  you  .^tay,"  the  lady  suggested. 
Luis's  head.>hake  was  hopeless. 

"There  i>n't  room.  I'd  he  under  her  feel  all  the 
lime.     1  am  not  to  expect  it." 

"But  suppose  he  moved  l.o  a  nice  house,  where 
there  was  plenty  of  room?" 

Male   exasperation    look    him    to   hi>    fe'>t :    from 

cloM'd  eyes  to  swinging  foot,  his  little  body  .xprosed, 

"  If  that  isn't  just  like  a  woman!"     At  la>l  he  >poke: 

-II,^^v  __  in  —  thunder  —  do  you  think  we'd  pay 

for  it?     Aren't  we  working  d;'y  and  night   to  pay 

for  this.-  " 

The  lady  laughed  aloud,  a  laugh  >o  full  of  warmth 
an<i  merriment  that  Luis  found  his  scowl  of  offence 
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li.ird    lo   maintain.     IK-    turned   away,   loftily,   but 

>Ii('  called  hini  hack. 

•■Lni>:     Wlieii  will  Mr.  Malone  l)e  in?" 

Attain   he  evaded   the  (|uesliun.      "Did  you  want 

evern'n^'  h'sson.s?" 

"  I  want  all  tiie  evenin^rs  he  ean  ^'ive  tne." 

Lnis  scraniMed  i'or  a  pad  and  j)encil.     "Write  it 

dowti."  lie  s;iid  ea^'erly. 

"Hut  I  would  rather  wail  to  see  him." 

At  la>l  it  eame.     "Well  —  hut  he  won't  be  home 

to-niylit." 

The  lady  looked  ready  to  cry.     "Oh,  Luis!     Why 

not?     Where  has  he  f^'one.^" 

"He     ini^hl     be,     of    course,"     Lnis     amended. 

"I    couldn't    be   dead   certain.     But    he's    gone    to 

Boston." 
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Luis  dearly  loved  to  iiuike  ;i  sensation;  and  he  had 
undenial.ly  niade  one.  The  hi<ly  half  rose,  a.s  though 
she  wouhl  run  to  Boston  herself,  and  Luis  could 
not  tell  wlu'lher  she  was  very  glad  or  very  sorry. 
She  listened  to  lii-  account  of  a  letter  and 
a  sudden   (Ki)arture    that    morning   with   flattering 

intensity. 

"Perhaps  you  know  about  the  letter."  he  sug- 
gested, conscious  of  thing>  un-pokiu. 

She  .shook  her  head;  .>lie  tlid  not  >erin  lo  <are 
about  that.  "He  will  he  hack  to-night,  l.uis.'"  >he 
said.     "Do  you  niiinl  if  I  wait  for  hiui?" 

Luis  was  enchanted;  he  seldom  had  so  devout  an 
audience.  The  lady  hung  on  his  words,  and  the 
glow  in  her  face  lifted  him  into  an  ecstasy  of  self- 
appreciation. 

"I  cerlaiidy  am  a  re-markahle  hoy,"  he  loM 
himself  at  happy  intervals.  At  her  suggestion,  he 
showed  her  the  hare  little  kitchen  and  explained 
their  housekeei)ing  devices.  Then  he  exhihit.-d 
their  sleeping  ;  rangements  and  made  up  his  bed 
on  the  rug,  politely  otiering  to  let  her  try  its  delights. 

MS 


ii()J 


km:  11  Ai'TKU 


Hnl  when  .she  a>k(.'il  ahoiit  flic  oilier  door,  he  spi-juii; 
to  (IcfciKJ  il. 

"\'(»ii  catri  <,'()  in  there,"'  li(>  exelaiiiied.  "That 
i^  his  \vil'e'>  room.  NO  one  el>e  can  go  in  il,  except 
jiisl  the  lady  that  conies  to  sweep."  Lucy  lurned 
away,  Iwisling  her  hands  logetlur, 

"1  cannot  hear  il."  she  said  softly. 

Luis,  I'eariiif,'  thai  sh<'  was  going,  ofl'ered  to  play 
to  her,  and  worked  oil"  iiis  excitement  at  the  piano, 
not  dreaming  that  his  nuni'Miless  audience  did  not 
liear  one  note.  When  he  slop[)ed,  ids  eyes  were 
.swimming  with  .sleep. 

"I  will  |)lay  more  for  you  another  <lay,"*  he 
munililed.  .\s  from  a  long  distance,  he  heard  the 
lady  urge  him  to  go  to  bed,  and  he  drowsily  ohi-Ncd. 
rousing  himself  for  a  monu-nt  to  demand  admiration 
for  his  i)lue  i)ajanias.  'I'hen  his  head  sank  into  the 
cushions  and  he  was  ofl". 

As  soon  as  he  was  asleep.  Lucy  rose  and  quietly 
opened  the  forbidden  door.  The  little  room  was 
like  a  shrin(>:  every  object  had  been  placed  there  in 
love  of  her.  At  first  the  eii'ort  that  had  gone  into 
il  nearl\  broke  her  heart.  Then  she  remeniLered 
what  she  had  done  for  love  of  him,  and  her  head 
lifle.l. 

"  I  am  not  unworthv."  she  said. 


Vor   .several    days    pa>l    Dana    liad    felt    despair 
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coining;  nciinT  ami  iit-arcr.     Tli<-  ^taii'l  In-  lia<l  lakcii 
was  right,  l»ul    Ik-  rouM   in»t    iiiaiiitaiii   it.      lit-  \va> 
not  fitfcd  to  sripport  a  wife.     lU   \va>.  ihrowiiiK  !ii> 
talent     and    lii>    luallh        all     li«'    IkuI  —  into    lii> 
otlV'rinf,',  yt-l    he  conld   not    make   it    j,'oo<l   cnouj,'!!. 
Tlic  vision  of  Lucy  in   those  hare  (|nart<Ts.   hadly 
sirvi'd.  (T()\V(K-(1  for  .space,  hroiiglit  a  fhi-h  ol"  >lianie 
and  hel|)le>s  anpT.     If  he  had  married  some  hardy 
little  art  student,  who  couhl  hop  into  a  kimono  and 
^'et  l)reakfa>t  whiN>  he  was  shaving,  they  might  have 
puUed    through    financially    and    even    had    energy 
over  for  other  tilings;  hut  he  had  allied  himself  to 
a  House,  and  its  daughter  never  entered  a  kitdien 
hut  as  a  .shy,  stately  mistress  with  onk'rs.     IK-  had 
no  regrets  for  the  little  art   student;  tlie  finedady 
(juality  in  Lucy  had  drawn  him  just  as  the  Dana 
inheritance  had  spread   romanc(>  for  Dan   Malone. 
his  father,  son  of  old  Brian  >Ldon.'  of  the  inspired 
fiddle.     But  he  began  to  see.  drearily,  that  he  who 
makes  such    an    alliance    has    to    loj)    off    .M)me    of 
his    natural    instincts:    he    may    not    inevitably    he 
the    head    of    his    household.      Sooner  or  later,  he 
must   come  down  from  his  first  hot   demand.     Per- 
haps,   if   Lucy   would    live  —  in    her    own    fashion 
—  where    he    could   earn    his    living,   the   compro- 
mise might  be  tolerable.     Pride  winced,  of  course; 
but  they  had  hurt  each  other  so  horribly !     Some- 
times the  onl-y  thing  in  life   that   seemed    to   mat- 


l<T  \\;i>  lo  win  luT  li.ick  and  ^()  ra>c  Ihal  incessant 
aclir. 

"Wlial  il'  I  w.iil  lo  Imp  lo-day?'"  The  llioiiulif 
liail  l)t(ii  in  hi-  hu'ikI  lhal  very  iiioriiiii;,'.  hohh'iij^ 
him  -.Inck-slill  in  the  middle  of  the  kilchen,  a  pot  of 
oalmeal  in  one  hand.  Iaii>.  Neale<l  expeetanfly 
Itet'ore  a  howl,  wailed  in  ^ileIlee,  a  hopefnl  ;,dimmer 
in  lii>  ('yes.  Once,  dnrini,'  an  al)>l  racte(|  moment, 
l);ina  had  carel'idlv-  emptied  the  ^cramhled  e^rj,'^ 
into  the  >iiik.  and  laii^  iixcd  for  another  ^neh  jovoiis 
e\«iit.  Till-  postman's  rin<,'  spoiled  Ihe  chances 
this  lime,  and  the  hoy  slipped  down  to  answer  if; 
a  little  praise  kept  Lnis  at  a  hiijh  pitcli  of  usefnlnes.s. 
Dana,  startled  hack  to  the  [)resent.  was  serviii;,'  the 
oalmeal  and  ^dancim;  at  hi-  watch  lik<'  any  other 
])Mnclnal  l)nsin<'ss  man  wIkii  the  leller  was  hiiij  he- 
rorehim.  At  first  ^dance.  he  saw  (»nl\  that  il  wasnot 
from  Faicy.    Then  llie  printed  heading' caii^dit  his  eye_ 

"Oh.  hy  jinks!"  he  l)reatlie«|,  and  lore  o[)eii  the 
en\iIo|)e. 

He  had  fell  a  calm  certainty  lhal  his  "  ("hiidren's 
Crnsade  Suite"  wonid  win  Ihe  prize:  yet,  now  that 
il  had  come,  in-  conld  not  tielie\e  his  senses.  Lnis 
(juestioned  in  \ain:  lie  was  deaf  to  ev(  rylliiiif,'  hut 
his  own  inner  shoui  ,>f  joy.  A  thDU.sand  dollars 
mii:hl  not  nie;in  an  esiahlisheil  income,  hnt,  )h,  it 
meant  T.ncy!  He  could  at  least  .,'0  to  her  with  full 
liaiuls   and    an   olferini:   <>f   ulory.      He   dragged   out 
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..  lu.g  and  iiia.lr  a  I'aiiit  <  iVoii  I.,  park  il  inhllip-titlv . 
llirn^MVcui)  with  aiMxph'-iv.-,  "01,.\vliiir>llii-iiM!" 
;ni.!  hnw^vi\  il  -li'il  mi  wliahvci  it  iniuhl  toiilaiii. 
Ili^  colViT  \va>  pound  out,  >«•  1m'  <lraiik  it,  slar.diim. 
"1  luivr  lo  K<'  •'»  H<>>t«.u,  Liii>."  1m-  ixplaiihil. 
•ilfrr'.>  a  (lullai.  Voii  w.ll  liavr  to  look  i)Ul  Ht 
yourself  as  \n>[  yuii  can.  I'll  In-  hack  >ooii 
to-morrow  "-  "  Ih  wa^  l.avin.u,  I'ul  Kui."> 
hand  oil  lii>  coat  >lopp<d  liiin  at  the  .K)or. 

••Don't  y<  1  want  \()iir  hat?"  the  l>oy  d<inandf<l 
in  :i>toni>hcd  nproach.  Dana  lau^di<-d  iind  a.lniitt.<l 
that  he  did.  tried  wildly  to  conNider  if  other  practical 
in:,tter>  were  heiiiK'  overlooked,  then  ..hru;,'Ked  oil" 
all  earthly  care>  and  ran  i"»)r  hi-<  train. 

The  fird  di>inay  at  Undine'  Lucy  ^'one  wa>  wii)e«l 
out  hy  an  awed  joy.  For  -h.  ha.l  taken  train  to 
New  York,  an.l  the  addre-  Aw  had  jelt  for  her 
letters  wa>  hi.>.  Dana  marvelled  over  il,  at  fir>l 
M)lenudy,  tluii  with  a  juhilanl  leap  of  pnl>e>.  Sin- 
had  run  lo  him,  even  a.-,  he  had  run  to  her,  and  there 
would  be  no  n(-ed  of  words. 

His  outer  door  opened  on  darkness,  hut  a  liuht 
from  the  inner  room  showeil  where  she  wa>.  Dana 
went  quietly  past  the  sleeping  Luis  and  pushed 
back  the  door.  Lucy,  hearing'  him,  had  .started  to 
her  feet,  but  she  stood  motionless  until  their  eyes 
met.  Then  it  was  all  as  she  had  foreseen  —  '•Lucy !" 
and  "Dana!"  and  a  close  silence. 
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"T  cax't  j,'()  down  lo  I  In-  oflicv.     I  can't  do  it!" 
Dana  lauj^dicd,  in  llir  lonr  of  ouv  who.  nt'Vcrtlu'lfs.s, 
is  abonl  lo  do  liu-  iiiipo^il)!*-.     IK'  sal  on  the  side 
ol"  [he  bed,  and  llic  colVcc  and  loa>t  he  had  brought 
in  cooled  forj^'ollen  on  ihe  little  oval  table.     Lucy's 
morning   lace   had   a    ro>t-i)etal    flu>h    bt-tween    her 
brown  braids  and  her  eyes  were  blue  as  cornflowers; 
but  her  beauty  had  j;one  deeper  than  these  lhin<,'s, 
and  Dana,  feeling  it.  had   lo  bend  his  head  lo  h.er 
hands  lo  express  his  i'eally.     He  wanted  lo  go  down 
on  his  knees  to  her.  l>ul.  being  ol'  his  generation,  he 
conld  only  laugh  at  hini.sell'  and  wait   on  her  with 
brimming  zeal. 

"Don't  go."  >he  urged,  knowing  thai  he  would. 
"My  beloved,   1  don't   belii-ve  I  even  telei)honed 
them  yesterday.     If  I  did,  1  have  no  recollection  of 
it.     I  simply  lit  out."     They  laughed  and  clung  lo 
each  other  for  llie  sake  of  that  .sinndlaneous  flight. 
"Hut    you    will    (oine   down    and    lunch    with    nie.^ 
Without  fail?" 
"Witlioul  fail." 
"It   i>  all  right   about    Luis.     Father  (Irani  will 
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lakr  him  for  a  icu  day.,  anyway,  till  wi-  come  to" 
lu-  lu'silaU'd,  and  ihr  li^hl  wa>  a  little  dimmed  — 

••practical   arranj^'ements;*  he  concluded  manfully. 

•'Wc  have  a  lot  to  talk  over.  Lucy." 

-Not  yel;  not  to-day,"  .she  begged.     "Just  love 

nie.  Dana." 

••ril  "ju.l  love  you'  to  the  v\u\  of  my  day>." 
He  drag-e<l  liimM'll"  to  hi>  feel.  "I  nm^l  go.  Don'l 
mind  if  Lui>  look>  knives  and  daggers  at  you;  he'll 
come  round. 

Lucy  had  a  tiny  smile  at  the  c(Hner  of  hvv  mouth. 
••\Vc  seem  to  havt  ac(juired  our  little  Frederick,' 
.she  inuruHU'ed.      Dana  >at  down  again. 

Five  niiiiulcs  later,  he  departed  at  a  run,  calling 
a  word  of  cheer  to  Lui>  a>  he  pa.^ed.  Lui>  made 
no  answer.  His  .scowling  little  face  wa.^  l)ent  ovc  r 
a  bundle  containing  hi.>  fiw  earthly  i)ossessions. 
AVhen  Lucy  came  out,  determined  on  reconciliation. 

he  had  gone. 

The  'Mady  who  comes  in  to  sweep"  had  lu-en  .sent 
fur  and  bribed  to  >:ay  by  the  day.  >„  there  was 
nulhing  for  Lucy  to  do.  Spring  called  to  her  at 
the  oi)en  windows.  Even  the  breath  of  the  city 
had  an  April  sweelne>s.  She  went  down  into  the 
streets  and  walked  aimlessly  in  a  daze  of  hai)piness. 
Once  she  found  herself  under  the  elevated,  aiul  the 
splashes  of  sunlight  falling  through  its  barnMl  shad.- 
transformed  it  into  a  gigantic  semblance  of  the  grape 
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iiilioiir  ol'  IIk'  Shore  :;;ir(!cii.  ami  >u  iiiacU'  hvv  lu'uii 
lliiiil  with  (KhV;hl.  The  \<'n'  >i;4iis  ol'  tlir  >h()])s 
>li!i(k  notes  ul'  hcaiily  and  roniancc.  "Black, 
Starr  and  Fro>t"I  wlio  could  i)a>s  that  maiiic 
coiiiliiiiat  ioii  wilhoiil  the  thiill  of  keen  iii;,'hl.->? 
"('.  IIyiiic>"  o\(r  an  ul)>curc  door  >ai(l  "Chiinivs" 
tt»  Luc\-,  and  the  >trccl  rani,'  with  the  lovely  word. 
A  wet  .steel  rail,  seen  in  a  .side  glimpse,  took  (Mi  a 
piercin;;  hlue.  as  ent rancin.i,'  as  llie  sudden  note  of  a 
thrr  h.  Pull's  of  white  .sleaiu,  curling'  with  luminous 
inteii.sity  into  hriulil  sky.  seemed  to  carry  her  spirit 
up  with  them  like  a  white  ofl'erin<,f.  The  swin<;in^ 
doors  of  the  cathedral  suji'^n'sted  that  >h('  must  ihank 
.some  one's  CJod  for  all  this,  so  she  stepped  into  its 
sudden,  rich  coolness,  and,  (intlini^  a  .seat  Ijchind 
a  pillar,  went  down  on  her  knees,  huryint,'  her  face 
in  her  arms.      A<;ain  theii>  was  no  need  of  words. 

It  was  Saturday,  and  Dana  had  so  arranged  his 
work  that  he  need  not  go  buck  to  Ms  ofiice  that 
afternoon. 

'•\Vhal  .shall  I  do  with  you?"  he  asked,  leaning 
back  in  liis  chair,  the  better  to  look  at  her.  They 
had  lunched  gor<,'eously  and  conspicuously,  yearning 
to  l)e  seen  loirother  bv  old  friends,  vet  nervous  of 
possible  (luestions,  since  the  future  was  still  undis- 
cussed. They  liad  [alki'd  of  everything  else  —  of 
Dana's  prize  and  of  the  hope  that  had  come  and 
gone,  of  '"Mary  Alone,"  and  Ludlam  and  Caudace 
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an.l  of  Mil  lli.>  love  an.!  uu^wy  ..f  tlu)M>  inlrrminal.lr 
weeks:  only  llu'  l-lid't  ii'?-^  Unni.-  ».l'  money  lia.l 
iH-eii  avoi.le.1.  Luey  .lehale.l  his  qu.-lion.  ».ul. 
,„,>Hin-  hi>  <y<>,  »»>'-,trot  to  answer  it.  '•^\l.al 
will    you    luivo    (lone    wiili   you,    Mi>.s   Lucy."'      lie 

ri'peat'd. 

II,"  Klance  tunu'.l  to  llie  open  windows.     *  Hire 
a  motor  an.l  take  n.e  o.il  of  town,"  ^lie  e<.nnnan<le,l, 
an.l  so  verv  nearly  -ot  lurMll'  einl.raeed  in  a  puMie 
cafe.     "My   (Irarr   >li<'   l.reatlied,   with   a   ^'as|)   lor 
the  doseness  of  her  ex-ape.     He  lau.yhe.l  and  took 
h.T  coat  from  tlu-  waiter.     As  he  held  it,  his  -lance, 
passing'  over  intervening  lal.les,  met  Ludlan.'s  pale 
craze,    fixed    on    them    with    an    intensity    that    was 
almost     disn.ayed.     Dana    nodded    blithely,     then 
muttered  a  di~-,izn>te<l : 
"Oh.  confound  il  I" 
'•What?"  she  a>ke(l. 

lie  did  not  eN].lain  until  they  were  outside. 
"I  saw  a  man  in  there  that  I  intended  to  cut;  and 
I  f()r<,M)l  all  about  it." 

Lucy  was  ann.se.l.      "I  will  wail  while  you  -o  hack 
and  do  it,-  she  sug^'csted;  then  added  a  qui<k,  "Oh  - 
was  il   Mr.  Ludlam?-  Dana  no.hled.     "1  shall  not 
f„rfiet  to  cut  him,"  shi-  promised,  with   early  Victo- 
rian statcliness. 

They  sped  homo  for  wraps  and  veils,  and  a  car  was 
at  the  door  by  the  tim-  they  were  rea<ly.     Nol  HH 
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tlicy  liad   I(fi    llu>  city  f;ir  IkIuihI   Ihcni  fli<l  D.inn 
rciiKMiihir  Luis. 

"  I  incaiil  to  s('«'  liiin  or  call  him  up."  he  cxiilaiiicil. 
"Poor  little  chap,  his  nose  i>  rather  out  ol' joint." 

"We  will  see  hiiu  lo-niorrow."  >he  couil'orfed  him. 

They   came   home   la'e    that    iii-^ht.   drow-y,   suii- 
htirueil,    as   liappy    as    two    jjectplf    may    he    with    a 
iiiomenlous  toj)ie  unbroached  hetweeii  them.     Once 
or  twice  Lucy  had  tried  to  prepare  Dana   for  what 
.she  h.id  done,  to  t-d.U'e  up  to  tlu'  nii^dity  secret,  l)uL 
couraj^'c   dismally    failed    her.      The  i)ure  jusliee   of 
her  .sentence  ami   her  cxallaiioii   in  carryin<,"  it   out 
h;id    lifted    her   for   the    lime   hein^'   into   a   .simpler 
world,  where  truth  ami  ri^',hteousness  lield  umiues- 
lloned   sway;  she  had  overl(H)ked   the  sc-rnples  and 
.sensitivenesses  that  must  comj)licate  Dana's  accept- 
ance of  her  act.     The  thou,i;hl  that  she  nn'j,dif  have 
lo  fij,dil  him  as  .-he  had  fought  herself  and  INIr.  IJallle 
appalled  lier.     She  even  caught   herself  in  a  craven 
desire   lo  fall  very   ill,  so   that    Dana   mi^^ht   l)e  loo 
concerned  ahout  her  lo  jn'otest  at  anything';  and.  for 
shame's  sake,  made  an  attempt  at  the  topic.     They 
were  sill  in-,'  over  a  late  lireakfast  in  Sunday  morning 
hi/iness,  irlancin^'  throuj^h  the  letters  they  had  Ix'cn 
too  >leepy  lo  open   the  ni^dil  before.     She  handed 
tiiree  sheets  across  lo  him. 

"What  would  you  do  with  those?"  she  asked. 
They  were  all  a|)peals  for  money.     Oiu^  of  them 
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Dana  thivw  asi(l«'  with  a  laii-li;  a  >vvom\  with  mhiiuIs 

of  conU-nipl:  the  tl.inl  he  read  with  kin.Uinj;  intm-st. 

"Good    kller,-*    \iv    obscrvod.     "It    >ounds    all 

right." 

"But  what  would  you  do?" 

"Why.  look  it  up,  of  courM'.  Find  out  If  lh<>  u.mmI 
of  an  inhnnary  i>  a.  lui.l  a^  thry  say,  and  how  tht-,- 
people  sland.  If  it  turned  out  as  good  as  it  >ounds, 
Fd  ^'ive-  let  tne  mv:  they  are  Iryini;  to  rai.>e  lifty 
lhou>an<l  .lollars.  \Vell.  Fd  give  a  thousand  now, 
and  perhaps  more  later. 

"  .\nd  you  would  enjoy  doing  it ,"  said  Lucy. 
"Oh.  yes.     F«l  like  meeting  those  men  and  hearing 
what  they  luni  to  say.     I  like  human  dealings." 

"A  rieh  man  should,"  .^he  said  bravely.  "You 
would  be  a  better  person  than  I  to  have  money, 
Dana."  The  words  had  an  intention  that  he  could 
,iot  ignore:  they  said.  "Vou  were  right,"  and  her 
steadv  eyes  repeated  the  message.  Tlu-  hideous 
charge  <m  whieh  th.-y  had  parted  lay  uncovered 
before  Dana's  shamed  sight.  lU  went  round  to  her 
and  hid  Ids  face  In  her  shoulder. 

"Fm     .sorrv,"     he     whis|)ered.      "Fm     sorry  — 


sorrv 


'Xo:  I  am  glad.     I  had  to  learn.     Dana  — 
The     telephone    came    to    her    rescue.     Sternest 
resolution  oould  not   go  on  with  that  bell  buzzing 
in   the  corner.     Lucy   dropped  buck   in   her  chair. 
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\V(';ik  with  iniri^lit<()ii>  rrlict'.  Slic  IkmivI  Dana's, 
"nil.  »'\il!icr  (iraiil :  ;;(»()(1  iiioiiiiiiL;  I  H(t\v  arc  you*'" 
a  II 1 1  had  t  iruc  I'cr  a  ^ilnii  ili.ip-ody  ()\('r  I  lie  Ix'lovrd, 
iiil)(»rii  coidialit y  willi  uliicli  lir  iiirl  all  llic  world 
liit'orc  llic  liny,  iiiclallic  ccIki  llial  \va>  llic  i)ri('>l'.s 
\»)i(c  readied  lie|-  iilider^laiidili^'. 

"\\lieii  i-.  llie  lioy  ediniiii,'' over!' '"  lie  was  sayiti:,', 

Tliey  lalkedal  cro^- |)iir|)(>>es,  pu/.zliii^' each  other; 
then  Dana  lii'oke  out  w  il  h  a  >lartled  : 

"(ireal  Seoltl  ^'oii  don'l  mean  that  he  ha>n't 
tnriied  lip!'      Why.  he  lel'l  here  ye^terda\-  morning'!" 

Liii>  had  iiol  liini'd  lip;  and  he  had  heen  <,'one 
i  went  x-loiir  hoiii>.  Luc\-  couM  t(  II  nothiiiir.  and 
Dana  hurried  dow  ii>tair.s  lo  make  in(|iiirie>.  An 
e|e\;ilor  l)o,\-  n  ineiiiliered  Lni-.'.s  departure  witli  \u< 
hiiiidle,  and  had  noticed  that  he  liinicd  cast  wlicn 
he  lel'l  the  hiiijdin;,'.  Father  (Irant  lived  to  tiie 
West.  l)nt  tlu-  l)oy  was  certain.  He  had  watched 
l)ecaii-~e  Filis  secnied  to  he  in  a  curious  >late  of  mind, 
and  had  met  their  ii>iia!  opeiiini;'  for  repartee  witii 
a  silent  snarl,  barini;-  his  leelh  like  a  small  ti^^er. 
He  had  walked  away  slowly,  yi'l  witli  pnrposc:  he 
seemed  lo  know  where  he  was  ycin^. 

As  ;i  matter  of  form,  Dana  calle<l  np  police  and 
hos|,itals.  lull  he  knew  wry  well  that  there  had  been 
no  accident.  Fiiis  hail  a  dollar  in  his  j)ockcl,  rair<' 
in  his  heart,  and  lie  had  run  away. 

"I  (tniiht  to  have  given  more  time  lo  Liiii,"  Dana 
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^^r,•^i^lltt•^l•^l 
r<l  UJ) 
An.L   of 


v.or.K.ch.'.l    hi.MMlf.      -1    <-oulM    h;.v.- 
l,iin.>ulinlrnn>innh-.l.nt   1  w;,.  ^o  Nvra,.,...!  u,.  m 
you.    1    c.uM.rt    lliiuk   (.f   ;.nytlun-   tIm'. 

coiirx'.  lit-  -^iiw  il.  ,  ,      .     1        r" 

U,ry  .hivr,v.|.      -It   i,  sohoml.lrtul.rjral.M... 

He  lurii.-d  tc  lit  T  ill  -uipriM-. 

-Wlnl    .!..    von    kiK.w    alK.ut    il.    Kucy    (  uylrr.^ 
|„,  ,,„„„„l,,i;    Slu.  >nulr.l,  l.ul   wnul.l  nnl   .xplam. 


Tlu-    ti.nr   ha.l    ^■o^.•    l.y    I'o-vv.r    w 


hill   lii>  love  ftir 


Calilon.iacoul.l.iiwtl.n.u^lilH'Hik.-aknilr. 

Tluy  .'avr  ll.r  polio- Mdr.^criplion  of  Lm>  an.l  Ml 

out  losrarrh  tl.r  <-ity  >lml>.  Tlu-  .norn.n^  was 
In.illrss.  l.ut,  whil.-  liny  Nvrrr  lu^(•hi^^^  a  p<.Iuv.naM 

:,pp.aml  will.  Lui>->  luuull.-.  It  ha-l  l.r.-n  loun.l 
,..,.,,,,  i,,  tlu-  im.lu-.  l.y  a  Park  lak.-.  wh-n-  thr  l.oy 
h,a  .vi<lcntly  >kpl;  and  will,  it  urn-  1...  rap.  >liors. 

and  >luckin,^s.  A  ivn.ark  al.onl  having  tl.r  lakr 
,xanun.Ml   n.adc  Lucy  tnn.  whilr.  l.ul  Dana  n-iu>.'<l 

to  l)f  alarnu'd. 

-II.  is  taking  caiv  of  hin.srlf,  voil  can  l.rf  or. 
tl,al,-  1..-  assuml  l.rr.  - 1  know  l.in.."  Lucy  >l.ll 
saw  dmulful  piclums  of  a  liUU'  l.o.ly  drifting',  facv 

-Oh.  he  must   Ik-  found.     An-  exclaimed.        >N« 

will  "ivc  live  hundred  .lollar>,  j^dadly "     Then 

.he  broke  off  with  a  j.'a>p;  for  >l.c  ha.l  suddenly 
ren.en.bere<l  that  the  hve  hundred  dollar.  >l.c  had 
wilh  her  was  all   the   money  she  possessed   ui   the 
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wurlil.      D.'iiiii,  coniiii^'  hiick  t'ntiii   fiii;il   \v(tr(l>-   willi 
I  lie    odiccr,    t'ljiiiid     litr    liiokiii^'    more    IVi^lilciHil 

lIllIM  CVlT. 

'■Il<'>  all  ri^'lil,  darliiii,',"  lie  (■(tiiiforlcd  licr. 
"I  ^^ivc  you  my  word.  Iir"-^  Idllcr  filled  to  lake  caro 
of  liiiiix'lf  lliaii  I  ani." 

"I  hope  >o.  ()  Dana,  I  wi-li  we  ((iuld  find 
liim  oiir>rlv('>I" 

■"^'ot^^(•  Micli  a  lilllr  lirick."  In-  iimi'mnrtMJ. 

'I'lify  look  a  lavical)  for  IIk-  afli  riiooii,  and  went 
iij)  and  down  lliccily  ill  they  witc  worn  onl.  Five 
o'clock  found  llirni  siltiui;-.  liinj)  and  >i)crclilc>>.  in 
a  Park  rc'-lanranl  willi  a  pol  of  I'M  hctwccii  tlicni. 
After  a  rc\ivin^'  cup.  Dana  wcil  to  call  up  licad- 
fpiartcrs  foi-  ncw>.  Lucy  >al.  vacant  with  wcarin»'>s, 
>tariiij,^al  llic  Itizarrc  women  and  >Kck.  lliick-ncckcd 
mm  that  nmlors  and  carriau'c^  kept  depoNitin^'  at 
the  foot  of  the  l)roa<l  sti'ps. 

She  thought  >he  nui^t  have  fallcMi  a>lecp,  for 
suddenly  >\\v  was  lisfeuinu  lo  "Mary  Alone." 
She  started.  >hakinf,'  her  head  to  clear  it  of  dreams; 
hut  the  strain  persisfecl.  a  mournful  piping  — 
''Mary  Alone"  done  inio  anollier  language.  Olliers 
were  turning  to  some  sight  on  the  gra\el  henealh, 
and  their  annisemeid  checkeii  the  waiters,  who  had 
.started  forward  to  stop  the  intrusion.  I/ncy  rose 
in  time  to  see  a  small  son  of  Sj)ain,  hareheaded  and 
l)arefc)oled.  a  musical  pipe  pressed  to  his  cheek,  old- 
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worl.l  rvr.  liftr.l  a>  IIkhiu'I.  Io  tl.r  -.hU.  playil.^ 
..HM.rVoul  ..!•  11..'  n.:nv.t  ,,o<-k.'ls  will,  an  api'^'H'''^' 
.unly.     >Ii'-    ^l-"-'''l    f'"-\vanl.    I)ut    o11ht>,    riMU-. 

Iilockcil  li' r  I>.illi. 

••I,„i.:-  .lircall.'.lJ.ul  loofaililly  to  I).-  IK. heed. 

Til,-  cliiM  -t<....l  Willi  111.-  a^^iii-aiKv  oi"  a<'kiK)wl- 
...lov.i  pniu>.  liiM"''f.rl  n.rla.i.liuly  unh.n.hr.l  hy 
th,"lau.'l.lrrin  (hr  fa(M'>  al.ov.- liim.  lie  wa.  nijoy- 
in^'  l.i.n-.'ll-  M.prrt.ly,  an.!  ..ol  l.y  ll.r  llickrr  of  an 
ryvUAx  .li.l  hr  L.tray  (..i.xMOi^nr..  ol'  tlir  >ilv.r 
.iroppin^'  at  hi^  U-vL  Kui>  wa^  .l<-ti'"'.l  t<»  '<•,- 
,,,„„1,,,,,1  MHcrw.  will.  woMHMi.  an.!  a  krrn  proplul 

,„l,.l,,    have    MTM    111.-    M::ns    lli.-i.    !..    H..'    Iaw|,'l....^' 
..th.itio..  iHut  <.n  him;  1...1   nrvcr  woi.kl  liis  charm 
flv  hon.r  mon- >wiltly  amUvrtai.ily  Ihan  it  .h.l  ....w 
,;.  hi.   (ir.l    .val   c.i.M'U-l.      I^ucy   ha.l   appr.'C.alca 
hi,  <l<-votion   to  Dana,  ha.l  .lohMMnincl  Io  ovt-rcomr 
h,.,-  in>linrtivr  cla^^  >hrinki..,y  fn.m   ih."  raua.nufh.i 
h,  hi„,  and  I..  1..VC  him  f..r  Da.ia's  sak.-;  ami  su.l.hMily 
hnv  >hr  was,  (HKmI  will.  wa.-m  lan-hl.r  o%v.-  him  and 
a  ,ni.-htv,  molhrrinK  .U->ir*'  L.  ^hakr  him  w.ll.     She 
p,,»nl  l'o.-wa.-.l,  h.^inu  sitihl  -f  him  f<.r  the  n.on.rnt. 
WluD  ^hc  na.li.-.l  [hv  >trps.a  I'ark  ,)olicvman  hrl.l 
a  slruKulinu,  I'nrious  Luis  by  llu'  ^houMer. 

-1  .au'^s  vou'ro  tho  ki.l  wr"ir  h.okin-  for,"  ho  was 
saying  with  .ucnial  >ali>faHion.  -Tlerc,  drop  that 
wildcat  bu^ncss.  sonny,  or  I'll 

••  Lnis!""  Lucy  ran  <lown  to  him.  hrrdl.->s  of  curious 
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ryes.  "Luis.  iIcmpI"  The  \oici'  mc.'mf  rosnir.  ;in<l 
Lili-'s  strii^'^lcs  cciiscd.  *'M>'  <lf:ir  litllc  Itoy.  we 
have  hfcii  l(»()kiiii;  for  now  all  <la\  loii;,'!""  Ilrr  arm 
was  ahoiif  him,  licr  ry»>  >|)()kr  iinilfrstandiii;,'  aii<l 
tcndcrncNS.  I.iii  "s  >ull»ii  ^'a/r  I'rJI  ami  ciicoim- 
trn-d  llir  silver.  Fii  an  iiislaiil.  In-  lia<l  it  pnckclcd 
with  a  dcfttuvss  thai  iirou^'lit  another  laugh  from 
the  tahles. 

Dana,  coming  out.  heard  the  tale,  and  ha>tene(l 
lo  gel  his  family  awa\'  from  the  inteii-ely  interested 
spectators.  The  |)oliceman  showed  reluctance  at 
[)arling  from  Luis. 

"It  was  me  fomid  him."  lie  insisted. 

"Oh,  yes.  ^'ou  may  come  for  the  reward  at  any 
tinu',"  said  Lucy  yerenel.w  In  the  cah.  her  arm 
slipj)e(l  about  the  silent  Luis. 

"He's  a  tired  hoy,  Dana,"*  siie  said.  "Don't 
scold  him  to-night.     He  nuist  he  >o  luingry." 

Dana's  hand,  having  l)ruslied  Luis's  j)ocket,  was 
unceremoniously  thrust  in,  and  brought  out  a  hand- 
ful of  silver  and  cop|)er. 

"H'm  —  hungry!"  he  observed.  "Luis,  I  can 
see  that  bringing  you  up  isn't  going  to  be  unnn"\e(| 
joy.  You  go  into  a  good,  stiii  school  next  fall, 
young  man." 

"But  he  will  sfjcnd  the  summer  with  us,"  said 
Lucy. 

Luis  gave  her  a  swift,  cool  glance.     There  was 
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,  palroni.i...  .KnplanoMU  n , ..  llu>u.h  j.alou>y  h^ 
.:ni.Mtl.alH..w.r.-..nvly.roun.Morunynal 
,,,,,,  ni.lu.a.Ulii.p.-.l--HulMu.ar..rlu.r>houl<hr. 
i„,uU.n.lK.tlMwa..il!n..M.l.llu.rlak.lu.sM.k 

,n.l     L.uv.     .uriouAv     i"nnl.K-     ;....!     l>U;a-'K     hac 
n,.u,l.i/.l-  l-nu.  ana  luU>r>  lor  ll.i>  l.Ulc  .on  of 

'^Cn-anl  .va.  pai.l  ll.al  ^v.-nit-K:  iiv.  lunulml 
dollar,  in  l.nU.  I.ury  ua.  .u  v.ry  grave  afU-rwanl 
thai  Dana  \\a>  In.ul.lol.  ^ 

-Von  .uv,ln-l   liav.  pai.l  il,"  h-  loM  her         He 
,li.lHMrrallylinaiu.n;Nu-wm- right  llK-rc.     I  ought 

lohavi-^ai.l>oal  ihrlinu'." 

-No:   I   am  gla.l  it  ha,,,>.mM;'  wa>  lhM^M/-^-l'"« 
a^.^;u^  ana  MMM.nly  l.u-ylaugh.aalou.l.a  hn.ah- 

K.,.  a.loni^h.a  hu.gh  that  .n.U-a  agah..l  h.>  ..houMcr. 
'•()  Dana.  iilV  i>  M.  I'mmyr  >hi  -tamn.orca. 
'•SoCanav>ay.s;'wa.thr..olM'ran.>wcr. 
Morr  than  oner,  in  the  aays  that  followc-a,  Danu 
.sloi)iK'a  >horl  loacniana: 

'Lev,     what     i.     it:-     What     has    happenea. 
But    .sh;    wo.aa    only    langh   ana    .slip    away     ro.u 
Ihe    .,ue.tion.     There    was   .on.e    hnbhhng    well    of 

...         1       ,1.       nrfift>      ^^■hen  Dana  niaae 
Mmit>  just  muler  Ihr  ..nitatt.      ^"^ 

;.erious  bu>ine.s  of  hurrying  oil  to  ln>  olhee    h. 
,vc..  nioekea    hi.n:  when  he  came  home  Urea  ana 
fa,.ea.    her    n.othering    tenclerne.^s    haa    the    same 
n^^hievous  glean>.     Ho  luul  .een  her  as  merry  on 
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Ihc  hills  of  Sky  Farni,  hut  never  as  alluriii^jly  wicked, 
and  lie  fell  in  love  with  her  "all  o\er  a^ain  from  the 
heginnini,',"  as  he  expressed  it.  In  some  mysterious 
way  she  had  broken  the  mi;^lu,\-  f^rip  that  held  her, 
and  found  free(loMi,  She  wouhl  not  talk  of  money. 
In  fact,  she  would  not  do  anythiuii'  that  she  oui;ht 
to,  an<l  she  enjoyed  jier  own  defiance  so  extjuisitely 
that  he  could  only  follow  her  lead  in  ilc\out  acjui- 
escence. 

On  the  fifth  moi-nin^.  as  lie  was  j)ultinj,'  together 
some  papers,  the  fmwn  of  the  punctual  business  man 
on  his  forehead,  she  suddenly  ap.peared  before  him 
with  an  air  oi  scared  puri)o.se.  She  wore  an  absurd 
little  dressiiin-  ,>,ack  with  (lutteriuu  lace  for  sleeves, 
and  her  bnnvn  braids  la,,  on  her  shoulders.  Ilcr 
hands  were  c.asped  behind  her  l)ack. 

"Dana!" 

"\cs,  dear?"  Mortal  man  coidd  not  have  shown 
liiinsdf  more  approachable,  yel  her  colour  rose  and 
fell,  and,  in  spile  of  her  anmscd  cycji,  she  visibly 
^^aspcd. 

"It's  only  —  Dana,  dear  — I  —  haven't  anv  moncv. 
Could  you  let  me  have  some?" 

Could  he!  His  liaiid  })lunged  into  a  well-filled 
pocket  and  offered  her  its  entire  contents.  She 
would  liave  taken  a  modest  bill,  but  he  pressed  it 
all  into  her  hands  and  closed  them  over  it. 

"\'ou"ll  need  it,  dearest,"  he  urged. 
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Lucy  looked  <lown  al  li.r  lian.N,  >till  IhM  (IomIv 
l.ctwci-n  hi-.  ;i-  thouuh  making  a  discovery.  He 
\vait<'«l  till  il  eaiii''  in  words. 

"Dana  —  I  Hhr  iakin^'  it  from  you." 
-Cod  know-,  how  I  like  -ivin-  il  to  you!"     Then 
a  cloek  >lruek,  and  he  had  to  go. 

Luev    painte<l    ev(>ry    morning    in    her    bedroom, 
^vhere"^he  lluhl  wa-  belter  than  in  the  sunny  mam 
room.     She  was  .leveloping  from  memory  sk.'lehes 
,„ade  in  the  Sh.,re  gar.len,  and  ihe  plain  little  room, 
filled  out  so  laboriou>ly  in  love  of  her.   seemed    to 
weave  a  spell  about  her,  so  that   she  w<.rk(Ml  w.ili 
nuhanle<l  brushes  on  fairy  canvas,  an<l  held  scenes 
of   nu.gie  beaulv   under  her  eyelids.     So  .leep   was 
the   glamour    that    .urrounde.l   her,    that    mornmg, 
Ihat^he   did    not   notice    the   opening   of    the   <loor 
l,chin.l  her,  and  worked  on  in  happy  unconsciouM.ess 
of  a  spectator  on   the  threshold.     Fifteen  nunutes 
later  a  voice  made  her  jump. 

'Td  leave  it  there,"  it  said.     "You'll  overdo  it 

ifvougot)n." 

"'•Candv!"  Lucy  flew  to  her,  but  could  gel  little 
pergonal"  atlention;  Candace  was  intent  on  the 
sketch  She  looked  at  it  from  .o  many  angles 
that  Lucy  grew  worried.  "I  haven't  had  any  lime 
to  work  this  winter,"  she  apologized. 

At  la>t  Candy  turned  to  her. 

''What   has  happened   to  you?"   >he   demanded. 


cs-; 


EVER  AFTER 


"You've  pal  it  ,'it  last  the  tiling  I've  h(MMi  proarh- 
\u^  at  yon  all  these  ,v<'ars  In  \iiiii.  ^"ou've  let  <;o. 
And  I  didn't  think  \'(»n  could.      What  taught  ^ou?" 

"Life,  I  suppose,"  said  Lucy,  with  :i  si^^h  tor  the 
price  she  liad  j)aid. 

"CJo  on  living:,  then.  That's  painliui,'.  Come 
and  work  with  \nv  while  you  are  in  town."  Then 
('andac(^  returned  to  personal  matter-:,  a  >mile  curl- 
ing; the  corners  of  her  >leepy  little  eyes.  "Well!"'" 
she  (pieried. 

"All  well.  thaid<  _\-ou:"  Lucy  >miled  and  flu>iii'd. 

"TIad  a  i)relty  had  time.^" 

"  It  is  over  now,  ( "andy.     Oxer  for  ever  and  ever." 

"ll'm.  It  i->  if  yoii  have  leanu'c!  to  lau;4li:  not 
otherwise.  '  Candace  turned  hack  to  the  main  room 
and  settled  down  with  an  air  of  having  coni(>  on 
business.  "Lucy,  how  aliout  Sky  I'\-irm.''  I  ha\"e 
j^athered  an  idea  that  you  thouuhl  that  rather  a 
failure  —  Ihecahin  part  of  it." 

Lucy  checked  an  im|)idNive.  "Oli,  nol"  and  sat 
down  to  consider,  "^'es,  on  the  whole,  I  did," 
.she  admitted. 

"Take  thetn  one  hy  one." 

"Well:  Mr.  Ludlam.  He  certainly  was  not 
worthy  of  hein^  helpe(l.      He  u>ed  and  despised  it." 

"I^'rant  you  Ludlam." 

"Adamovitch.  You  n^member  how  he  ran  away 
without  a  word  of  LM)od-hy(>  or  apj    .H'iatiou!'" 


KVKIl  AFTER 


28; 


.  t'>; 


l)ut  lu'  cjinu'  U)  111* 


hi-l  winter  and  apolo- 


LMZlHl 


II« 


\va' 


(Ir-pcratc   with   li 


th   li 


onio 


ickn 


t'>s. 


am 


lu-  wrnt  Lack  l.»  Rn»ia.     H."  l«'l.l  n.r  ihat  the  place 
1  him:  h.'  lia>  iia.l  a  smic»i'r.!  ^ca^i)n.     i'alnu-r 


savci 


Jacks  (lia  work  there  that  ha.  Mt  him  .suU.lly  on  liis 
f^.,.^_oh,  atrociuu>  work.   I   a.hnit,  l.ut   he  sells  it 

1   think  he  is  even  looking  for  ii 

(andace's  hardy  hrown  face 

And   thongh 


an( 


1  he">  hapi)y 


ladv  to  marry  hnn 


was  ; 


11   curled   up  in   >miiing  hues 


poor  enough,  he  won 
this  vear.       Give  it  to  some  o 


he  is  >till  1 


t  take  the  cabin  for 
ther  poor  devil,     he 


a  vs. 


Not  nuR-h  harm  done  there 


NO,"  I. 


ncv  a« 


imitt 


e«l 


"So-iie  one  will 
Wiliin-':   it   might 


alwav.^  liavi 


to  look  out  for  littU 


^\)U  can't  •-ay 


as  well   be  me  as  any  one  else, 
he  isn't  grateful.     The  Dabneys  want 


mt 


to  build  a  cott 


I  tie 


tl 


icre  an( 


mus 


I   feel    that    they   go 


1  rent  it  to  them;  they 
I  something.     As  for  Dana 


Malone  —  I  don't  think  hi-,  cabin  was  wasted,  little 


^ucv 


,f   what    her   life   would  have  been   if 
Dana's    cabin    had    not    i)een    built    brought   Lucy 


A   vision   o 


to  ('andace's  sit 


Ic.     "O  Candy,  if  we  hadn't!"  s 


he 


cried 


T  thought  as  muc 


•h.     Well,  now,  what  i.s  your 


i.h:-'     Shall  I  go  on  lending  the  cabins?     It  isn't 
brilliant  reconl.  I  admit.     I  could  rent  them  and 


i)av  vou  a 


good  interest  on  the  investment. 


vIHV 


i:vi:r  ai<^kr 


Lucy  Nvmcv.l.     -  Plea...  aon'l.     1  want  you  I o  go 
on  U-iidinj,'  tlu-ni,  of  course." 

-Wry  w.H.     I  hav.'  M'vcral  candidates  m  imnd. 
C.ndacr  ro.c.     -1  want  to  hear  al.out  your  l>lan>, 
hut  I  n.u>lM"l  >loi)  now.     \Vhen  are  you  Invo  children 
coming  lo  dine  with  inc.'' 

Lucy-s    pause    marked    the   laki' g  ol  a   nnghly 

rcsohilion. 

-To-morrow  nighl,-  she  said,  an<l  so  sloo<l  con.- 
uulted  to  telling  Dana  that  night  the  appalhng 
secret  that  he  was  a  rieli  man. 

II,.  made  it  har.ler  lor  her  hy  coming  home  m  a 
blaz.  ot  excilemenl  oNvr  hi-,  -Children's  ("ru>ade 

II,.  had  had  an  iider/^w  with  ihe  ka<ler  of  the 
orchestra  that  was  to  play  it.  and  the  apprec.alu.n 
shown  him  had  started  the  string,  and  l.rassc-s 
echoing  in  his  ear...  After  dinner,  he  had  to  play 
l.its  of  it  to  her,  to  illn^lrat,"  the  great  man  s  praises. 
lie  soemed  wholly  a))sorl.e.l  in  hi>  sul.j.-ct,  and  yet 
suddenly  he  swung  round  and  caught  her  in  his  arms 
as  she  stood  beside  him. 

-What's  the  matter?"  he  demanded.  "Have 
you  -ot  to  scold  me  for  sometldng  -  i=i  that  it.-- 
Or  have  vou  committed  some  awful  crime  yoursell.^ 
Out  with  it!"  She  drew  a  deep  breath  of  roolution; 
then  let  it  out  again. 

'*It  is  going  to  be  so  hard  to  make  you  under- 

btund,"  she  faltered. 


..No    dear    it  isn't."     Uv  had  turne<l  pravc,  and 
No,  (Uar,  slowlv,  just  as  you 

this   everlasting   money   husinev^,      Ik 
have  things  to  say  about  ,t  too. 

^he    stood    hesitating,    then,    ^.th    a    u*   i 
.e^tte,  turned  to  a  portfolio  on  the  taUle  and  tooW 

out  a  letter.  __  j     -^ 

-I   wrote   it,   in   case  -  don  t     h    an  r>^ 
fi.rhtme'     Oh,  if  vou  can  only  understand 

reading. 

D..H..:  Please  rea.!  ^  with  all  y^^^^^l^^l  ^t^i 
that  you  will  unaerstand.  7 j.^-^^Vu.oarO..  and  w.ro 
U,,k.a«  aown  on  a  poor  httle  Luc    an  ^^.^^^^^^^  ^.  .^^^      j 

Not  all  at  once.     F.>r  wck.  I  ^  \  "''^        ^^^j  ^,.0,.  1  trie<l  to 
Cou.htitalloat.inchby.nch.a.     cuwon^a^  ^^^^^  .^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

thn.k  what  we  could  ao.     ^  ""      .\;^^^  ,.,,  ,u,,,s  roo.n  for 
hurulml.  hut  they  were  never  n  J  t,  ,,,,h  ^  nmrvclK.us 

Lore  trouble.  And.  then  one  "f '\  '"  ]f  "t;.,!,.  ana  I  saw 
„i,Ml  I  vent  straight  up  ^^^^J^tJ^^^rM.  as  if  it 
this  <-ase  of  Dana  and  l^->  -;'^;  ;  ^^  ^^  i,,,d  ,a.l  otTcnd.l. 
haa  iKH-n  written  on  stone  tahh     •    M       K^^^ 


i8() 
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wii-  >iiili  frcnliini,  >iii  li  lii,'liliii>--.  in  IIk'  \si)rlil.  If  liits  v\vii  got 
iiilu  m\  [iMiiiiiiit^  <  jirnlv  will  t.  II  \  nil.  I  liavf  pill  my  liiinlfii 
<>:i  \nii,  lull  Villi  will  rarr.N  il  happil.v  ami  ii>f  il  well,  ami  niiikc 
aunt  Ik  r  tliiiit;  i>f  niir  livl•^.  (  uiiii'  lininc  am!  Iir  tin-  lica<l  "f  yniir 
lioiix'.  Il  il  all  iliiiiiv  Null  ail'  ali^nliilf  iiiu>t<T  nf  f\  »t\  tli..it,' 
ami   1  aril  miK'  \uiir  uilr,  wlio  li>\<-<  \oii. 


At  fir>l  Dana  could  .set-  (»iil.\  lii-  own  |)aiii«'(l  pro- 
iol.  'I'lir  lhin;r  \va>  inipos^lhlc,  nu)ii>troii>:  llicri-d 
of  [tiirc  >liainc  ni-licd  to  lii^  face.  lie  started  up  to 
tell  litr  >o,  llicn,  rcnu'iiihfiini:  licr  implorin^^  "  Don't 
fii;lit  incl"  lie  coiucdcd  to  lit-r  a  >cc-on<l  rcailin^'  of 
I  lie  Idler.  A  >lo\v  third  reailini:  followed.  Its 
living  tnilli  caii^lit  an<l  held  him.  "I  lia\<-  put  luy 
hurdeii  on  you":  there  wa>  the  chaiiii-e  in  her  made 
clear-  the  <  lianji'e  that  liad  showed  in  <-very  inovc- 
iiienl  of  her  l)od\-  and  spirit.  She  had  hroken  from 
her  iiilieritanc<'.  She  was  ri^lil  :  he  would  carry  the 
liurdeli  heller. 

"Hul  how  can  I?"l)urst  from  him. 

\'er\  slowl\',  willi  many  turning's  hack,  the  letter 
lifted  him  up  to  where  Lucy  had  risen,  and  he  saw 
with  new  vi>io!i  the  case  of  Dana  and  Lucy.  lie 
had  failed  to  keep  his  niarria^'c  sweet  and  whole, 
aiiti  this  was  his  punishment.  Instead  of  nieetini,' 
e\il  stronjily  witli  love  and  truth,  he  had  suffered 
il  in  heli)less  passivity,  as  though  the  outcome  were 
no  atiair  of  his.  He  had  ln-en  a  sensitive  hoy, 
brooding  over  a  grievance,  where  life  had  called  for 


i:VKK  AFTKll 
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thinking,  lUMH. 


I.ucy  ct) 


III*'  >hinin^'  on 


Now  lit-  inu>t  >liiml  »»y  and  >ff 
I  of  that  (lark  failuir  and  K 


up  pa 


,t  him  to  hciglit^  ol   mtci 


If   iu»i» 


Ix-aiitv    of    atoin'i'u-iil    \va> 


r... 


ility. 
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All  Ih 
Ih 


Min, 


hiimilialinn    i) 


() 


f   1 


laviiiil   hi-> 


f    \n-u\u,    appta>* 
•  rii-vaufi'   lu'ah'c 


d    and    n'C(irnp<'n.>fd, 


11 


I'   acc<  p 


Ird    I 


us 


[>a 


rt.  hut   lu>  pridr  wa- 


Irailtd  in   tin-  du>t ;  >lianu' 


lu-ld  him  in  a  (•«.nslrauung 
to  her  and  tfU  lur  >o 


grip.     H*'  couhl  not  go 


a.^p 


rt  o 


Ih-  stood  falltM-ing.  that  the  outer 
!•  th,.  l.tlerin  hi>  han.l  caught  hi>  attrnlion 


It  \va.>  lh«n.  a 


The  shift  had  come  to  an  cn.i  too  M>on,  m 


1 


uc 


had 


crowc 


K'd  the  la>t  page,  and  .M|U»'e/e. 


1  the  final  lini- 


into  the  niargui. 


;he  had  given  away  nulluuis. 


hut 


^he  ha«l  >ave< 


I  a  sheet  ol'  l)aper. 


wa^i  CJ 


uiL'ht    unawan>s  hy  a  gu 


aiul   Dana,  seeu.g, 
,t   of   >ileut    laughter. 


It   shook   him,    warme 


.1    I 


uiu, 


lifted    him    In.m    hi 


aba.senu'u 


t  and  scatt«Te(l  lu>  cons 


,trainl   to  the  four 


wuu 


Is    «;f 


a    rac 


liaut    heaven;  am 


d   it  put   him    l-aek 


beside  his  wife. 


Aicy 


!"  he  shouted. 
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